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CONTENTS: 


From June 1727 to May 17 45s wo Part 
of the Reign of King G 


T HE Lords Addreſs of 3 Rn. 


tulation and Thanks to. King George II. upon 
his Acceſſion to the Throne, Page 1. The 
King's Anſwer r 2. The n 7 


ved, 3. 


The Firſt of Off of the B Parkvinaad 8 


of King George II. - Jannary : 3) 
1727-28, 


Addreſs of Thanks to the King for his 1 page 4. 
His Majeſty's Anſwer, 6. Treaties, &c. laid before the 
Houſe, ibid. Bill for amending the Statute of Limita- 
tion, 21ſt Janes I. 7. State of the National Debt 
called for, ibid. The Mutiny Bill paſſed, ibid. Bill 
relating to the Statute of Limitation drop d, ibid. The 


Parliament prorogued, ibid. 


The Second Seſfon, en za 21, 
1728-29. 


Addreſs of Thanks for the King 3 Seren at opening 
the Second Seſſion, Page 8. His Majeſty's Anſwer, 10. 
A Bill ordered for Relief of Des ibid. Bill for 
farther puniſhing Forgery, ibid, The Lords conſider 
the State of the Nation, ibid. George the Firſt's 
| Letter relating to the giving up Gibraltar, 11. A 
Motion that the King of Spain be obliged to renounce 
his Claim to Gibraltar and Minorca, paſles in the Ne- 
gative, ibid. Proteſt thereon, ibid. The Houſe re- 
ſolve to rely on his Majeſty's Care therein, 12. State 
of the National Debt, 13. A Motion to reſolve, that 
Admiral Hofier's Expedition was an unreaſonable Bur- 
then upon the Nation, paſles in the Negative, ibid. 
Proteſt thereon, ibid. Bill © T. Bambridge, * 

en 


/// Nig BE. | 

den of the Fleet, 14. - Proteſt againſt reading it twice 
in one Day, ibid. Amendments made by the Lords 
to the Bill againſt Bribery and Corruption, 15. Debate 
on a Motion for granting 115,000 J. for Deficiencies 
in the Civil Lift, 16. Proteſt againſt piſſing a Clauſe 
for granting the ſaid Sum to the King, 19. The Par- 


liament prorogued, 21. | | 
The Third Seſfjon, begun Jan. 13, 1729-30. 


': Addreſs of Thanks for the King's Speech at opening 
the Third Seſſion, Page 21. The King's Anſwer, 23. 
The Lords take into Conſideration the Treaty of Se- 
ville, ibid. Debate thereon, 24. Duke of Devonſhire 
moves the Houſe to declare their Approbation thereof, 
ibid. Which is agreed to, 25. Proteſt againſt it, ibid. 
Addreſs of Thanks for, and Approbation of the Trea- 
ty of Seville, 28. The King's Anſwer, ibid. State 
of the National Debt, ibid. Debate on the Mutiny- 
Bill, ibid. Motion for a Liſt of Penſions paſſes in t 

Negative, 29. - Proteſt thereon, ibid. Debate on the 
© Penfion-Bill, ibid. Copy thereof, 30. Proteſt on a 
Reſolution againſt committing it, 31. Motion to reject 
the ſaid Bill paſſes in the Affirmative, 34. Proteſt againſt 
it, 35. Proteſt againſt paſſing the Mutiny-Bill, ibid. 
Debate on a Motion, that the Maintainance of 12,000 
Heſjians for 1730, was burthenſome and unneceſſary, 
36. Proteſt on the faid Motion's paſling in the Nega- 
tive, ibid. The Parliament prorogued, 38. | 


The Fourth Seſſion, begun Jan. 21, 1730-1. 


Debate on. an Addreſs of Thanks for the King's 
Speech at opening the Fourth Seſſion, Page 38. The 
Addreſs, ibid. The King's Anſwer, 39. Debate on 
the Bill againſt Penſioners in the Houſe of Commons, 
40. Copy of a Letter from Cambridge, in V indication 
of Biſhop Sherlect's Speech againſt the ſaid Bill, 41. 
The Penſion- Bill rejected, 47. Proteſt thereon, ibid. 
State of the National Debt, 48. Debate on a Bill 
for importing unwrought Wool from Feland into 
England, ibid. Debate on a Motion for an Addreſs to 
the King to diſcharge the 12,000 Heſſian Forces, 49. 
Debate on the Engliſb Law-Bill, ibid. The Parliament 
prorogued, 50s 4 
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The Fifth Seffior, begun Jan. 13, 1731-2. 
| Addreſs of Thanks for the King's Speech at opening 
the Fifth Seſſion, Page 50. His Majeſty's Anſwer, 52. 
Debate on the Penfion-Bill, 53. Duke of Newcaftle's 
Motion for reading the Mutiny-Bill a ſecond Time, 58. 
Debate thereon, ibid. Proteſt thereon, '62. Proteſt 
againſt allowing above 12,000 Men for the Army, ibid. 
The Mutiny-Bill paſſed, 64. - Debate on the Bill for 


reviving the Salt-Duty, ibid. The Salt-Bill commit- 
ted, 84. Lord Shaftsbury preſents a Petition. of the 


Merchants, c. of Liverpool againſt it, ibid. Wbere- 


upon the Lord De la War preſents a Petition of the 
Mayor, Sc. of Liverpool in Favour of it, ibid. Mo- 
tion to exempt Salt us'd in Manure, ibid. Proteſt on 
rejecting the Motion, ibid. Motion to exempt home- 
made Salt us d for victualling Ships, 85. Proteſt on 
rejecting it, ibid. Motion for reſtraining any Officer of 


the Salt-Duty from being concern'd in Elections, ibid. 


Proteſt on refuſing a Clauſe for that Purpoſe, 86. The 
Opinion of the Judges concerning a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons being concerned in managing the 
Salt-Duty, 88. Debate on the third reading of the 
Salt-Bill, d. The Salt- Bill paſſed, 89. Proteſt 


Againſt it, ibid. The Parliament prorogued, 91. 


The Sixth Seſſion,” begun Jan. 16, 1732-3. 


An Addreſs of Thanks for the Kigg's Speech at open- 
ing the Sixth Seſſion, Page 92. His Majeſty's Anſwer, 
93. Proteſt on refuſing to read the Penfion-Bill a ſe- 
cond Time, ibid. Debate on the Number of Land- 
Forces, ibid. The Mutiny-Bill paſſed, 121. Proteſt 
againſt it, ibid. A State of the National Debt, 122. 
Lord Bathurſt's Motion for an Account of the Pro- 


duce of the South. Sca Directors forfeited Eſtates in 


the Year 1720, 127. The Directors of the Sauth- 


Sea Company ordered to lay their Accounts before the 


Houſe, 138. Names of the Lords who voted for the 
Motion, ibid. And of thoſe againſt it, 139. The 
ſaid Accounts taken into Conſideration, ibid. Debate 


thereon, ibid. Names of the Lords who voted for the 


calling in of Mr de Gon, 147. Names of thoſe againſt 
1 | vie 
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it. ibid. The Suth- dea Directors, c. ordered to at- 
tend, 15 1. Debate on a Bill for granting 80,0001. 
for the Princeſs Royal's r and a Sum 
out of the Sinking- Fund, ibid. Proteſt on rejecting 
the ſaid Motion, 166. South-Sea Directors examined, 
169. Lord Bathurſt's Motion . to the Diſpoſal 
of the forfeited Eſtates of the South-Sea Directors, 
Anno 1720, ibid. Debate thereon, ibid. Earl of 

 Winthilſea's Motion that the Diſpoſal of thoſe Eſtates, 


without the Order of a General Court, was, concrary 


to Law, 170. Motion for appointing a Committee of 
Twelve to 7 into the Proceedings of the. Sauth- Sea 
Company, 180. Proteſt on a Negative being put 
thereon, ibid. The Parliament prorogued, 183. 


The Seventh Seſſion, begun January I7, 


Lord Hervey's Motion for an Addreſs of Thanks for 
the King's Speech at opening the Seventh Seſſion, Page 
183, The Addreſs, ibid. His Majeſty's Anſwer, 185. 
Duke of 4aribirough's:Motion for a Bill to regulate the 
Army, ib. Copy of the ſaid Bill, ib. Debate thereon, 
186. Proteſt on the ſaid Bill's being refuſed a ſecond 
Reading, 201. Earl of Scarborough's Motion for rejecting 
the faid Bill, 204. Which is rejected accordingly, 207. 
Lord Carteret's Motion. to addreſs the King, to know 
who adviſed the Removal of the Duke of Bolton and 
Lord Gobham from their Regiments, ibid. Proteſt on 
Lord Carteret's Motion 1 in the Negative, 218. 
Debate on the Earl of Marchmont's Motion, relating 
to the Claims of the Scots Peers, 219. Marquis of 
Tweedale moves, that the Election of Scots Peers be by 
Ballot, 220. Debate thereon, ibid. Proteſt on the 
ſaid Motion's paſſing in the Negative, ibid. The Duke 
of Bedford moves, that to threaten or promiſe any 
Gratuity from the Crown to any Scots Peer, to vote at 
an Election, is an Inſult upon the Crown, Cc. 221. 
Debate thereon, 222. Proteſt on the ſaid Queſtion's 
being paſs'd in the Negative, 242. Motion to im- 
power the Committee to inquire of proper Methods to 
encourage the Trade of the Plantations, and for their 
better Security, ibid. Proteſt on a Negative being 
-put on the ſaid Motion, 243. Debate on the Bill to 
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the King, to be impowered to augment his Forces by 
Sea and Pots during the Receſs of Parliament, 250. 
Proteſt n qc 285, Proteſt 
— of the Sinking Fund for the —— of the Year 


1734 p. 287. The Parliament protogued, 328. 


ry, 1734-5, Page 329. Motion for an Addreſs of 


between the States General and the King of France, e 


Argument for it, 362. Duke of Newca/t's Motion 
Petition into Conſideration agreed to, 


of the Order of the Houſe, 375. Motion for the Peti- 
tioners to declare Facts and Perſons, ib. Argument for 
it, 376. Anſwer, 380. Reply, 388. Lord Bathurft's 
Motion for ſeparating the two Parts of the Queſtion, 
392. Amendment offered, 393. Petitioners Anſwer, 
in Obedience to an Order of the Houſe, 394. Motion 
againſt it, 396. Argument for the Motion, 15. Anſwer, 
398. Reply, 404. Proteſt on the laſt Motion being 
agreed to, 410. Motion for diſmiſſing the Petition, 412. 
Argument for it, ibid. Anſwer, 415. Earl of Straf- 
Ford's Motion for a farther Time, 424. The Petition 
ejected, 425. Proteſt thereon, ibid. Earl of 3 
92 


ibid. Earl of Angleſea's Motion for an „ 


Wy. : 
ans Motion for an Inquiry into the illegal Practices 


complain'd of, 428. Earl of Abingden's Motion that a 


printed Copy of the Proteſts of the Scots Peers might be 


read, ibid. Which being objected to, Lord . Bathurſt 
moves for reading an atteſted Cory thereof, 430. The 

ighteen other Lords, 
ibid. General Proteſt entered by the Duke of Ha. 
milton, 431. The particular Proteſt of the Lord E- 


Proteſt of the Earl of Stair, and 


phing ſlone, 432. Proteſt entered by the Duke of 
Dueensbery, ibid. Motion to adjourn carried, 434. 
Proteſt thereon, ibid. Motion for Inſtructions to his 
Majeſty's Miniſter in Poland, 435. Debate thereon, 
ibid. Queſtion carried in the Negative, 443. Moti- 
on relating to the Treaty of Seville, ibid. Argument for 
it, 444. ; Anſwer, ib. Reply, 446. Queſtion carried 
in the Negative, 448. Lord Carteret's Motion for Al- 
lotments of Quarters, ibid. Motion againſt the aug- 
menting of the Army, with the Debate upon it, 449. 


Argument for it, ibid. Anſwer, 450. Reply, 454. 


Queſtion carried in the Negative, 460. Debate on the 
Bill for regulating Quarters, ibid. Copy of the ſaid Bill, 

62. Debate relating to another Amendment, 463. 
gument for it, ibid. Anſwer, 466. Reply, 473. 


Amendment carried, 477. Motion for another Amend- 


ment, ibid. Argument for it, 478. Anſwer, 479. 
Reply, 482. Queſtion paſs'd in the Affirmative, 483. 
Earl of Azlesford's Motion to recommit the Bill, on the 
Report, rejected, ibid. The firſt Amendment read, ibid. 
And agreed to, 484. Proteſt thereon, ibid. Fifth A- 
mendment read, 485. And agreed to, ibid. As like- 
Wiſe the ſixth, ibid. Proteſt thereon, ibid. The Salt- 
Bill read a third Time, 487. And paſs'd, 489. Mo- 


tion for paſſing the Sinking Fund Bill, with the De- 


bate upon it, ibid. Argument againſt it, ibid. Anſwer, 
494. Reply, 502. The Bill paſs'd, 514. Scots Habeas 
Corpus Bill, ibid. Queſtion whether the Bill ſhould be 
committed, paſſes in the Negative,.5 18. Proteſt thereon, 
ibid. The faid Bill rejected, 520. The Parliament 
prorogued, ibid. A State of the National 9 * 
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Page 3 60, read Lord Harrington. p. 393, read Strafford. p. 4845 


read R. Lincoln'. x 
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D EBATE 8 and PROT ESS er 
From che Acceſſion of King Geonop the Second. | 


. 18 Majeſty King GEORGE the Firit died . 1. GG VIE 
at O/nabrug, on the 11th of June, 2 1727 

on a Viſit to his German Domi ions. 

upon the Parliament met on the I 5th, the. 

very Day after the Arrival. of the Expreſs, 

purſuant to the AR 4 and 28 Cap. 8. 

They were then pro 7 75 y (nt gs 

from his preſent Majeſty to the 27th 0 Being 

again on that Day, the King came to the rx of . 

and open d the Seffion with a molt gracious Speech, which 

being inſerted at large in CHanDLER '; Hiftory, of the Housk 

or CoMMons, We think unneceſlary to repeat : Suffice 

it to ſay, that upon a Motion of the Earl of Cher. 

Feld, the Lords unanimouſly voted the following Addreſs 

of Condolence, Con gratulation, and Thanks ; NT was 

preſented on the 28th. 


Moſt Gee ebe 75 | 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful * Nye Sobjeck, The 1 44. 
0 the , Lords Spiritual and Temporal . .in Parliament dreſs of Condo- 
* aſſembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our moſt _ — 


6 hearty and unfeigned Thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gra- Thanks to Kiog 

* cious Speech from the Throne, and to aſſure your Majeſty, George II. upog 

«© that hah h we are affected with the utmoſt Sorrow at the his Acceſſion to 

Death ol. our late gracious Sovereign, our Hearts are at he Crown, 

* the ſame time filled with an inexp le Joy at your Ma- | 
1727. | A - 1 e 


___ © Great Britain. 


< 
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* Your Majeſty y ; 


Me are moſt firmly perſuaded, that theſe many Iuſtan- 
© ces of your Majeſty's great Goodneſs to your People juſtly: 
« deſerve, and cannot fail of meeting with all imaginable Re- 
„turns of their Gratitude and Loyalty, and we beg Leave 


co aſſure your Majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, of our in- 


« violable Fidelity, and of our fixed and unalterable Reſolu- 
tion, upon all Occaſions to maintain your Majeſty's un- 
© doubted Right and Title to the Imperial Crown of theſe. ' 
© Realms, and the ſeveral Dominions thereunto belonging ; 
and that we will, in purſuance of the many ſolemn Aflur- 
© ances we have already given, uſe our utmoſt. Efforts to 


maintain your Majeſty's undoubted Right to every other 


The King's An- 
ſwer thereto. 


Part of your Dominions, againſt all Attempts whatſoever, 
and that we will chearfully embrace all Opportunities to 
* ſupport and advance the Honour and Dignity of the 
* Crown. » 2 8 


To this his Majeſty gave the following Anſwer. 

My Lords, ä ; 3 „ 

a ) you heartily for this very loyal Addreſs; ſuch 
« | a Demonſtration of your Duty and Affection cannot 
but be truly acceptable to me. You may be aſſured _ 
> - 66 : 


— 


Ei 


Whet... 


4 L ball, through the * Courke of my- Reign, have no Ando 1. Ges. I. 
if other View than the 2 _ N . my Peo- | £7276: 
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Abe de having palate following Bill fn pon rom 
the Commons, 12 the poor dive Support of r- 5 * 

Houfoold. 2. For pont ing the Royal Dignity of th Queen, 

in — of her 3 his Majey. 3. To enable the King 

to be Governor, of the South. Sew Company.” 4. To continue e 

the Impriſoument of Robert | Blackburne ®, Fe. 5. For en- 
abling Perſons to qualify themſelves for thiir reſpecti ve Ofi- 2 

ces, &c. the King came to the Houſe on the 17thof Fuly ; 

and, having made a Speech to both Houſes, prorogued the The gun 
Parliament to the 29th of Auguſt. But on the th of the diflolv'd. 
ſame Month a Proclamation was iffued for their ö g 

and for calling a New: Parliament. 


* See the Debate in the east Loos; relating to the Connuance 
of their Tropa, Anno . Geo, Fl 171%. Nu. 5 
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The FixgT Sesso of” the Firs PAR 
LIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 


Being the Seventh Parliament of Gut- in. c 


O avoid Repetition, We ſhall not here give a Liſt of The Firſt Seſſion 
the 2 Acceſſion of his hs Majeſty, as 3 8 of King 
We did at the Death of Queen Aung: But as the George II. 
Seats Peers fit by Election, We ſhall exhibit a Lift of the | 
Sixteen choſen on the 2oth of September, to repreſent that 
Kingdom in the enſuing Parliament, which are as follow : | 
Duke of Montroſe (a), Marqueſs of Taverdale, Earls of The Names of 
Sutherland (b), Rothes (c), Buchan C4), Haddingtoun (e, the Sixteen Scots 
Loudon (f), Findlater ( 8); Kites: (+ * e 7 i), Set e 
1727. 1852 „ | 


(a) Keeper of the Great Seal of Scotland. (-) One of the Commiſſio- 


ners of Trade in Scotland, and Lord Lieutenant of the Shires of Roſs, Cro- 


marty, Nairn, Caithneſs, and Sutherland, and of the Iſles of Orkney and 
Zetland, P.C, {c) Colonel of a Regiment of Foot. (4) One of the 
Corntniffioners of Trade in Scotland, and Lord Lieutenant of the Shires of 
Stirling and Clackmannan. e) One of the Commiſſioners of Trade in 
Scotland, and Lord Lieutenant of Faſt-Lothian- ( | Commiſſioner to 
the Church of Scotland, and Lord Lieutenant of the Shire of Air, P. C. 
) Knight of the Thiftle, P. C. (+) One of the Lords of the Bed- 
chamber, Colonel of Dragoons, and Lieutenant of the Shire of Galloway. 
P. C. (i) One of the Lords of the Bedchamber, Colonel of the Royal 


Regiment of Foot, and Governor of Virginia 3 Ts Governor and 
Captain of Edinburgh Caſtle. 


A „ F 2 
= 25 1. Ges. II. kirk (a), Hoptoun (6 Delorain le), Lay (d), Marky 
mn ‚ »» ad ᷣMMmmdmdf 8 po ha 
On the 23d of January the King came to the Houle, 
and open d the Seſſion with a Speech to both Houſes: Hig 
Majesty being withdrawn, the Lords unanimouſly voted an 
Addreſs, which, on the zgth, was preſenced as follows: 


: * RX « v 
. %, G7 * 


E your Majeſty's moſ dutiful and loyal Sphjects, 
e the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliameng 
aſſembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty the humble 
Thanks of this Houſe, for your moſt gracious. Speech from 
the Throne, and, to congratulate your Majeſty upon the 
great Hopes you have been pleaſed. to communicate to us, 
of 8 the publick Peace and Tranquility very ſoon re- 
„ 2 . | | 
_ _*©- Theſe, we mpſt hambly acknowledge, are the happy 
Conſequences of that Spirit and Reſolution, with whi 
your Majeſty has aſſerted your Rights as Sovereign of 
this Kingdom; temper'd with a Noble Self-Denial of all 
the Succeſs and Glory that might attend your Majeſty's 
Arms, in the Proſecution of a juſt and neceſſary War, when 
put in Balance with the Eaſe, Quiet, and Proſperity 'of 
your Subjects. It is a Diſpoſition of Mind truly great in 
your Majeſty, a Prince ſo early initiated in the Art of 
War, and form'd by Nature for the greateſt Military At- 
chievements, to chooſe rather to - procure Peace for your 
Subjects, than to lead them to Victories ; and to adorn 
your Reign with the ſincere and grateful Acclamations of 
a happy People, rather than the Splendor of Triumphs. 
© Your Majeſty's tender and indulgent Care for the Wel- 
fare of your Kingdoms, has induced you to expreſs ſo kind 
and affectionate a Concern for the late diſagreeable Situa® 
tion of Affairs, though occaſioned by mere Neceſſity 
which no Human Prudence could have prevented : But 
whatever Inconveniencies have happened, they fall light 
upon us, when we obſerve, that your Majeſty, as a true 
Father of your Country, feels every Uneaſineſs your Sub- 
jects ſuffer : And as your Majeſty has juſtly rejected all Pro- 
? poſitions, that were detrimental or injurious to your Ho- 
1 nour, and the Intereſt of your People, we cannot doubt 
a) One of the Lords of the ber ight of the Thiſtle, and 
bs Lieutenarit of the County of c 1 3 
e 


V Gracious Severe 
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County of Linlithgow, '/c, Gentleman of the Bedchamber to the 
ing. (, Lord Juſtice-General of Scotland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Shire of Mid-Lothian, and Keeper of the Privy-Seal of Scotland, P. C. 
(e) Colonel of the Third Regiment of Guards, | "i 


* 


1 


but your Majeſty's Endeavours, in Conjunktion with your Anno l. Ge 
* Allies, to put an End to the Troubles and Diſorders of 


Furope, will ſoon have the deſired Succeſs. 


0 


The Nature of ſuch Negociations could not but carry 05 
© them into that Length your Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to 
« regret, and the Patience your Majeſty has had, ſolely from 


© an earneſt Deſire to procure to your Subjects a ſafe and ho» 
* nourable Peace, muſt in Duty and Gratitude animate the 


© whole Nation with the moſt Ready Zeal, to exert itſelf in 
« vindicating. your Majeſty's Honour, and defending the 


Rights of your Crown. If contrary to Expectation, 


* the Day ſhould come, when the Safety of your People 
© ſhall require ſtronger Remedies than Negociations; we 
* ſhall moſt chearfully in that Caſe, under God, depend u- 


pon your Majeſty's Valour and Conduct. 


We therefore hambly concur in Opinion with your Ma. 
jeſty, of the abſolute Neceſſity of ſupporting your Allies, 


and promoting the mutual Fidelity, which we, with the 


« oreateſt Satisfaction, obſerve between your Majeſty and 
them, by continuing the Preparations that have brought 
us to ſo near a Proſpect of Peace; that your Majeſty, 


however unwilling, may not be unable to defend by Force 


* thoſe Rights, which we are perſuaded will be maintained 


by amicable Meaſures. *I End 32, 4 

The gracious Aſſurances from your Majeſty of your 
« Deſire to reduce the publick Expence, and the full Con- 
viction we have, that it will be managed with the utmoſt 
Care and Frugality, lay the greateſt Obligations upon us 
to do all in our Power, to ſupport the prudent and neceſ- 


* ſary Meaſures your Majeſty ſo ſteadily e in, for 


« eſtabliſhing a ſolid and laſting Peace. 


* Your Majeſty's Condeſcenſfion in acquainting your Par- 


© liament, that the Preliminary Articles, and ſuch other 
© Treaties and Conventions, which, without manifeſt Preju- 
dice, may be expoſed to publick View, fhall be laid before 


* us, is anticipating all we could reaſonably ask of your _ 


« Majeſty in the preſent Conjundture. | 
We have a freſh Inſtance of your Majeſty's early Ap- 
« plication to proſecute the real Intereſt and peculiar Advan- 


tage of this Kingdom, by your being graciouſly pleaſed _ 


© to recommend to us ſo important a Work, as that of the 


© Increaſe and Encouragement of our Seamen. The Weight 


«© which the Naval Force of Great Britain has fo lately and 


© viſibly had, in aſſerting the Honour of your Majeſty's 


Crown, and the Rights and Poſſeſſions of our Country, is 


© too lively upon our Minds, for us not to enter with the 
« greateſt Willingneſs on a Deliberation To uſeful and ne- 


* ceflary, that they may be invited into the Service, by 
= SH, S 3 1 Means 
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(6) 
Means more Tattable to the known Humanity and Ten- | 
« dernefs of the Prince they are to ſerve, and to thoſe Lis 
© berties they are to enjoy as well as defend, than "= Me- 
© thods hitherto uſed of Compulſion. 
We cannot give better Proofs of our Duty to your Ma- 
jeſty, and Love of our Country, than by our Unanimity, 
Zeal, and Diſpatch of the publick Buſineſs; and we hope 
this Parliament will convince the World, that none of 
your Subjects are ſo weary of their own . as out 
of Envy or Malice to wiſh a publick Di or to foment 
Difficulties at Home, in order to interrupt our preſent pro- 
miſing Expectations: We ſhould look on ſuch as Incen- 
diaries, unworthy of the Name of Britons ; they would 
be deteſted at Home, and deſpiſed Abroad, even by thoſe 
whoſe Cauſe they would ſerve. The juſt Indignation ſuch | 
an unnatural Temper would raiſe in the Hearts of all 
your faithful Subjects, would neceſſarily incite them to 
the greater Zeall for your Majeſty's Service, and Support 
of your Government, upon which our happy Proſpect of 
Peace and Proſperity Joes depend: And as we are deeply. 
ſenſible of the Happineſs we enjoy under the beſt of Go- 
vernments, adminiſtred by the beſt of Kings, we will 
ſhew that we know how to ſet a juſt Value on thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings, by admitting no other Contention amongſt us, but 
who ſhall be moſt active and zealous in preſerving them, 
and in promoting the publick Felicity, by rendring your 


_ © Majeſty's Reign as eaſy and glorious to your ſelf, as it n 


His Majeſty's. 
Anſwer, 


Treaties, Se 
laid before the 
Houle, 


* happy and advantageous to your People.” 


His Majeſty's Anſwer, 


My Lord:, 
cc "Thank you for this very datiful and affectionate Ad- 


T dreſs, which cannot fail of having a good Effect both 
«© at Home and Abroad. The Welfare and Happineſs of 
« my People ſhall always take Place with me of all other 
«© Conſiderations; and you may be aſſured that the Con- 
« fidence you put in Me, ſhall not be made uſe of to any 
* other Purpoſes, but for the Safety, Intereſt, and Bere 
* of the Nation.” 5 

Feb. 12. The Duke of Newcaſtle x, * by his Majeſty's 
Command, preſented to the Houſe Copies of {everal Troy 
Alliances, and other Papers. 

Feb. 13. The Lords, according to Order, proceeded to 
take into Conſideration the Statute of Limitation of the 21ſt 
Year of King James I. and ordered that the Judges do pre- 

par? 


9 Secretary of State. 


# e 


„ 3 
pare and bring in a Bill to enact, That all Demands ariſi 9 2 
from or grounded on Account, other than ſuch Accounts as e © > 
concern the Trade of Merchandize, betwixt Merchant and Bil for amending 
Merchant, their Factors or Servants, all Debts grounded on the Statute. of - 
any Lending or Contract without Specialty, for which Akti- 3 21 
ons ſhall not be commenced or ſued within ſix Years next af, Ja J. 
ter the Cauſe of ſuch Actions or Suit, ſhall be deemed extin- 
guiſhed in Law and Equity, as if the Cauſe of ſuch Pe- 
mands had never been, with ſuch Saving for Perſons under 
Age, &c. as are already in the Act. | 


Feb. 24. The Lords order'd an Addreſs to his Majeſty, to State of the Na- | 


* 
c 


cauſe the proper Officers to lay before the Houſe, a State of OY | : E 


the National Debt provided or unprovided for by Parliament, 
from the 31ſt of December 1725, to the ziſt of December 
1727, with an Account of the Produce of the Sinking Fund _ 
in each of thoſe Years, and to the Payments of what Debts 
contracted before the 25th of December 1716, the faid Fund | 
hath been ß ).. ig CTY BS oO 
Feb. 27. The Lords read a firſt Time the Bill prepared The Mutiny-Bilf 
by the Judges relating to the Statute of Limitation, which fass“ ©. 
; their Lordſhips read a 2d Time the next Day, and commit- >, 
| ted to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 1 50 N > 5 
March 19. The Lords read a zd Time the Bill for pu- „ 


Wo EY ””_—__ —C K 
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t niſhing Mutiny and Deſertion; and on the 2 frſt went through 

; and paſs'd the ſaid Bill without Amendment. 7 

r March 23. The Lords order'd the Bill relating to the Sta- . 
5 tute of Limitations to be ingroſſed, with an Amendment, wiz. | 72 


That from the firſt of June, 1728, the filing of an original 

Writ or Action, and continuing the fame, ſhall not be ſuffi- 

cient to exclude the Defendant the Benefit of this Act, unleſs | 

he be actually arreſted, or Notice given to ſuch Defendant, Bill relating to 


within twelve Months after filing fach original Writs, in all thestatute of Li- 

. Caſes where ſuch Defendants are bey ond Seas ; and that no- witation drop d. 

h thing of this Act ſhall extend to Scotland. 1 55 
1 But this Bill did not paſs into a Law. b „ 
N- It is remarkable, That the Order againſt the Admiſſion 
wy of Strangers into the Houſe was ſo Keietly obſerv'd this „ 
ur Seſſion, that no Account of their Lordſhips Speeches or De- „ 

| bates: was publiſh'd, as uſual, after the Receſs ; nor even ſo DO 

: much as one Proteſt therein has yet appear'd in any Col- - JE 
0 lection of Parliamentary Affairs. This we hope the Publick 3 
es, — — re eaſily excuſe, when it is conſider'd that in a iS 

, ork of this Nature, to be abſolutely compleat, is impoſ- bs 

* ſible. Proceed We therefore to n That on ft The 2 | 


28th of May the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
prorogued the Parliament to the Sth of Augaufe. 5 
a : 1 Frm £ 
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— — ethcai LIAM ENT of King GEORGE II. 


NN the 21ſt of Fanzary the King came to the Houſe, 
and open'd the Seſſion with a Speech: In Anſwer 
| to which the following Addreſs of Thanks was pre- 


ſented the next Day. 


12 Msft Gracivus Sovereign, Ft Ls | | ; 8 . . 2 
8 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 


Addreſs of Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſem- 


Thanks for the © bled, beg Leave to offer the humble and hearty Thanks 


King's 1 of this Houſe for your Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech 


cond Seffion, from the Throne; and to congratulate your Majeſty upon, 


the ſafe Arrival of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
ales. 7 . 9 e 
This Happineſs is owing to your Majeſty's paternal Af- 
«-fefion, and affords the higheſt and moſt peculiar Honour 


5 * to this Houſe, and a great Satisfaction to all good Sub- 


« jets. The communicating to us the preſent Situation of 
« publick Affairs, the giving all the Satisfaction concerning 
© them we could reaſonably defire, and the tender Concerm 
your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs for the Suſpence in 
which the Affairs of Europe are ſtill held, and the tem- 
« porary Inconveniencies to us, which of Neceſſity muſt at- 
© tend it, are freſh Inſtances how much your Majeſty has 
* at Heart the Welfare of your Kingdoms. 5 100 
However doubtful the Event of the preſent Negotia- 
tions may prove, which your Majeſty has laboured with 
© ſo much Prudence, in Concert with your Allies, to brin 
© to an honourable Conclufion, we muſt with great Satiſ- 
faction obſerve, that our preſent State of Uncertainty will 
© ſoon'be determined, your Majeſty having been pleaſed to 
declare your Opinion, in Concurrence with the moſt ardent 
Deſires of all your faithful Subjects, that it is neceſſary 
© to inſiſt upon a ſpeedy and certain Deciſion of this impor- 
© tant Tranſaction. This is a Meaſure now become eſſenti- 
© al to the Intereſt of our Country, and will convince all 
© thoſe who have promoted thoſe Delays, or have had the 
© high Preſumption to impute them to your Majeſty's Con- 
duct, that the Sceptre of Great Britain is in the Hands of 
© a Prince as little capable of being amuſed as intimidated. - | 
We are fully ſenſible, that a generous and compaſſionate 
© Regard for the Eaſe and Happineſs of your Subjects, could 
© alone have prevail'd upon your Majeſty to be hitherto pa- 
tient under theſe dilatory Proceedings ; for if this unde- 
3 5 « termined 
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termined State has been detrimental to the Intereſts of your Anno 2. Ges. Il. 


Kingdoms, and if it has laid any Burthen on your People, 
it muſt neceſſarily have raiſed a high Reſentinent in your 
Majeſty, the Guardian and Father of them. 8 
© But if, contrary to your Majeſty's Wiſhes and our own, 
that Juſtice and Satisfaction, ſo long delayed, cannot be 
obtained by amicable Meaſures ; if. the Patience of your 
Majeſty and your Allies ſhould be abuſed, and if the only, 
Way to Peace ſhould be by an Appeal to Heaven in a juſt 
and neceſſary War, we ſhall, with the greateſt Chearfulneſs 
and Zeal, ſupport your Majeſty in the Proſecution of it, 
and enable you to carry it on with Vigour in Conjunction 


with your Allies; we have this Comfort, if a War una- 


voidably muſt happen, that it will be kindled at a Time, 
when the Reputation of the Arms of Great Britain can- 
not ſuffer any Diminution. | | 
The Alliance, in which your Majeſty is engaged, being 


founded upon common Intereſt, and ſtrengthened with re- 


peated Marks of mutual Fidelity, will, we hope, effec- 
tually defeat the wicked Defigns of your Enemies, who, 
by falſe and malicious Inſinuations, would either create a 
Diffidence among the Powers ſo united, or miſlead your 
own Subjects into unjuſt Opinions of the Conduct of your 
Mee 7 oo 96 205. 5545 2 Ye We, 
It appears evident to us, that nothing could more encou- 
rage the Courts of Vienna and Madrid in their pre- 
ſent Delays, than if Hopes have been given from hence of 
creating Diſcontents and Diviſions among us, and of 4 


Proſpect of ſeeing Difficulties ariſe at Home: But whatever 


have been the various and ſecret Machinations of ſome few, 


who, thro' Envy or Ambition may have debaſed themſelves ſo 


far, as to act in Concert with the meaneſt and moſt treache- 
rous Diſturbers of the State; we hope that by their conti- 
nual Diſappointments in their pernicious and unnatural 
Defigns, they will themſelves deſpair of, being able to bring” 
Diſtreſs upon their Country, even though they ſhould, by 
Artifice, and the Lenity of the Conſtitution, almoſt daily 
abuſed, eſcape the infamous Puniſhment due by the. Laws 
of the Land to ſuch Crimes. We entirely depend upon 
your Majeſty's Conſtancy and Steadineſs (Virtues ever in- 
ſeparable from a great Mind) that no wicked and ground- 
leſs Suggeſtions or Inſinuations will alter your preſent Pur- 
poſes, or induce your Majeſty to give Ear to fluctuating 
Counſels ; and we ſhall endeavour to convince the World, 


that no artful Deſigns or Intrigues ſhall change that Affec- 


tion and Harmony, which has, and we are confid ent, ever 


1729. 


will ſubſiſt, between your 3 and your P — 
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Anno 2, Geo. II. To this Addreſs his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 
1728-29. | My Lords, bo 0 | ' 3 

* F Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addreſs. So ſea- 
His Majeſty's 4 ſonable an Inſtance of your Confidence in me, cannot 
Anſwer, fail of producing very good Effects both at Home and 
„ Abroad. You may depend upon my conſtant Endeavours 
% to promote the Eaſe and Proſperity of my People, which 
« is the beſt Return I can make for your Zeal and Af. 

« fection. | | | 


A Bill ordered . Feb. 6. The Earl of Szrafford took Notice of the Hard- 
for Relief of ſbips of Inſolvent Debtors in England, which his Lordſhip 
Debtors, obſerv'd, was worſe than in Turkey, where, if after nine 
E. of Strafford. Months Impriſonment it appear'd that they were unable to 

| ſatisfy their Creditors ; they were upon Oath of delivering 
E. of Aylesford. up their All releas'd by Law. The Earls of Aylesford and 


E. of Lay. Jay, and Lord Bingley, preſs d very much the Hardſhip of 


I Bingley. impriſoning Perſans who are abſolutely inſolvent. The 


Ld Townſhend. Lord Townſend obſerv'd, That the Caſe of many Debtors 
was, by the Unmercifulneſs of their Creditors, worſe than 
that of Galley-Slaves, who are provided for and kept clean ; 
whereas in England they are in a ſtarving Condition, and 
rotting in a Goal. His Lordſhip thereupon mov'd, That 
Liſts be ſent up from all the Priſons in England of the 
Debtors under Confinement, and for what Time, and for 
what Sum, which was order'd accordingly. | 
Bill for farther Feb. 12. The Lords order'd a Bill to be brought in for 
puniſhing Forge- the more effectual Puniſhment of Forgery, which was pre- 
2 ſented by the Lord Chancellor on the 26th, and read the 
firſt Time. 
March 11. The Lords read a ſecond Time the ſaid Bill, 
and committed it to a Committee of the whole Houſe : 
'This Bill paſs'd into a Law. 
Then a Report was made from the Committee appointed 
to conſider of the Caſe of Debtors, with reſpect to the Im- 
priſonment of their Perſons; and the Judges were order'd 
to bring in a Bill thereupon. 
The Lords con- March 18. The Lords, in a full Houſe, conſidered the 
ficer the State State of the Nation, particularly with Relation to the 
of the Nation. poſitive Demand made by the Court of Spain, for the 
Reſtitution of Gibraltar, grounded on a Letter “ written 
in the Year 1721, by his late Majeſty to the King of Spain : 
A Copy of that Letter in French, with a Tranſlation of it in 
| | ; Engliſh 
* A Motion was made in the laſt Seſſion of King Georte I. by Mr 
Sandys, for laying before the Commons a Copy of the ſaid Letter, but it 
paſs d in the Negative; ſee Chandler's Hiſtory of that Houſe, P. 384. 
See likewiſe Lord Bathurſt's, and Lord Townſhend's Speeches relating 
thereto in the ſame Seſſion. 


| „ 3 ; 
Engl, having been laid before the Houſe, the ſaid Tranſ- Anno 2. Geo. II. 


lation was read, as follows : 1728-29. 


Sir, Mr BRroTHER, IF watt. | | 
Have learnt, with great Satisſaction, by the Report of my King George the 
Ambaſſator at your Court, that your Majeſty is, at laſt 18's Letter re- 
reſolv'd to remove the Obſtacles that have, for ſome Time, de- lating to the giv- 
lay'd the entire Accompliſhment of our Union. Since, from the ing up Givraltar, 
Confidence your Majeſty expreſſes towards me, I may look u- 
pon the Treaties which have been in Queſtion between us as 
re-eſtabliſhed ; and that accordingly the Inſtruments neceſſary 
for carrying on the Trade of my Subjects, will be delivered 
out : 1 do no longer ballance to afſure your Majeſty of my Rea- 
dineſs to ſatisfy you, with Regard to your Demand touching 
the Reſtitution of Gibraltar; promiſing you to make Uſe of | 
the firſt favourable Opportunity to regulate 'this Article, 
avith Conſent of my Parliament. And to give your Majeſy a 
further Proof of my Affection, I Have order'd my Ambaſſador, 
as ſoon as the Negociation, with which he has been charged, 
ſhall be finiſhed, to propoſe to your Majefty new Engagements 
to be enter'd into, in Concert and jointly with France, fuit- 
able to the preſent Conjuncture, not only for firengthening our 
Union, but alſo for ſecuring the Tranquility of Europe : Your 
Maje/ly may be perſuaded that I, on my Part, will beau all 
the Facility imaginable, promiſing myſelf that you will do 
the ſame, for the mutual Benefit of our Kingdoms, being moſt 


perfectly, 


Six, Mx BroTHER, 


July 1, Your Majeſty's 
1721. Sood Brother, 
To the King of Spain, GEORGE R. ® 


Monſieur, My Brother. 


| 

Then it being moved to reſolve, 'That for the Honour of his 1 
Majeſty, and the Preſervation and Security of the Trade the x. of Spain 
and Commerce of this Kingdom, effectual Care ſhould be be oblig'd to re- 
taken in the preſent Treaty, That the King of Spa7z do re- nounce his Claim 
nounce all Claim and Pretenſion to Gibraltar and the and eee _— 
of Minorca, in plain and ſtrong Terms. in ths eG 

After Debate, the Queſtion being put thereupon, it was | 


reſolv'd in the Negative by 84 againſt 31. 
Diſßentient 


J. Becauſe, we think our Right to a Place of fuch Im- pioteß thercon. 
portance to our Commerce ſhould be ſecured by more than | 
general Stipulations, which may be liable to different Con- 
fruftions, and will probably be interpreted by the Spani- 
B 2 | —_ 
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1 8 Geo. II. ard in their own Favour, however we may interpret them 
Bs: 29. a 


in ours. . | 

IT. Becauſe the King of Spain, having claimed by his 
Miniſters ſeveral Times, not only from the late King's po- 
ſitive Promiſe, as he aſſerts it to be, but from our Forfei- 


ture of it too by our Infraftions of thoſe Conditions on 


which he gave it up to us; and having actually beſieged it 
ſince he yielded it to us by Treaty, it ſeems reaſonable to 
us, that we ſhould inſiſt upon his making his Renanciation 
of it in Words as plain and ſtrong as he has made his Claim 
to it, eſpecially ſince, as far as we have heard, our Pleni- 
potentiaries have not been able to prevail upon him to ſhew. 
any Inclination to relinquiſh his Pretenſions to it, 2 


the long Courſe of theſe perplexed Negotiations, in which 


we have been unſkilfully, as we fear, and we are ſure we 
have been unfortunately, involved. | a 

III. We think it is incumbent upon us to take particular 
Care, that our Right to it ſhould not in the leaſt be pre- 


carious, becauſe, we apprehend, we have great Reaſon to 


fear that the King of Spain's Allies are very deſirous to have 
it again in his Hands, and have no Reaſon at all to believe 
that our own Allies are ſolicitous to haye it continue in 
ours :- If there ſhould he the leaſt Room, upon a Peace, for 
the King of Spain's Pretenſions to it, from any looſe or 
doubtful Expreſſions, we are apprehenſive, it may lay a Foun- 
dation for Uneaſineſs and Animoſity, and might interrupt a 
perfect Harmony between us and a Nation whoſe Friendſhip 
maſt always be of the greateſt Advantage to us. We think 
our Zeal to preſerve our Title to it, in that moſt effectual 
Manner we propoſed, would have terrified any wicked Mi- 
niſters even from the Thoughts of giving it up, if ever we 
ſhould be in ſuch wretched Circumſtances, as to have any 
who might think a War more dangerous to themſelves than 
the Nation, and who might for that Reaſon be tempted to 
purchaſe an inglorious Peace, at the high Price of ſo valuable 
a Part of the Britiſb Dominions. by | 
Beaufort, Strafford, Gower, Bathurſt, Plimouth, Oxford 
+ and Mortimer, | Berkſhire, Scarſdale, Boyle, Montjoy, 
Wefton, Willoughby de Broke, Coventry, Litchfield, Cra- 
ven, Abingdon, Foley, ' © 0 1 


The Houſe re- Then it was reſolved that this Houſe doth entirely rely 
ſolve to rely on upon his Majeſty, that he will, for maintaining the Honour, 
and ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, take effectual Care 
in the preſent Treaty, to preſerve his undoubted Right to 
Gibraltar and the Iſland of Minorca. © ' oO 
* March 20. The State of the National Debt was any» 

ore 


his Majeſty's 
Care t herein, 


e 0 


(i c 
fore the Houſe, by which it appear'd, that the Amount there- Anno 2. Geo. II. 
of, upon the 31ſt of December 1727, was 50, 261, 206 J. 1728-29. 
195.84. 3 9. Increaſed between the 31ſt of December, %= | 
1727, and the 31ſt of December 1728, J. 2,250,000. Paid State of the Na- 


of within the ſaid Time 2, 017, 222 J. 5 f. O d. 19. Amount tional Debt. 


of the National Debt upon the 31ſt of December, 1728, 
0,493,984 J. 14 5. 8 d. 2. 
? 5 75 The Lords we thro' the Bill for Relief of 
Debtors, with reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons : 
This Bill afterwards paſs'd into a Law. Koh 
April 17. The Lords having call'd for moſt of the Papers, : 
that had been laid before the Commons, relating to the e 
Spaniſh Depredations ; and read ſome of them, conſider'd, miral Hoſier's 
the next Day, in a full Houſe, the State of the Nation. Expedition was 
Very ſevere Reflections were made on the late Conduct of an eee. 
thoſe in the Adminiſtration : And the Reſidue of the Papers, Maren upon the 
read in Part Yeſterday, which were laid before the Houſe, the — 
as well in relation to the Squadron of Ships ſent to the Weft- 
Indies, as to the Depredations made by the Spaniards on 
his Majeſty's Subjects in America, being read, it was pro- 
poſed to reſolve, That it appears to this Houſe, that the 
Expence of the Squadron ſent to the Veſt- Indies, under the 
Command of Vice-Admiral Hofer, having been borne by 
this Nation alone, though deſigned to prevent the Spaniards 
from ſeizing the Effects belonging to his Majeſty's Allies, as 
well as his Subjects, which were on board the Flota or Gal- 
leons, and from applying the Treaſure to diſturb the Peace, 
and invade the Liberties of Europe, has been an unreaſon- 
able Burthen upon this Kingdom. After Debate, the Que- 
{tion was put thereupon, and it was reſolved in the Nega- 
tive, by 87 againſt 27. f 


Diſſentientꝰ | , | 

I. Becauſe, we conceive, that our Allies were, at leaſt, Proteft thereon. 
as much concerned as ourſelyes, to prevent the Spaniards 
from diſturbing the Peace and invading the Liberties of 
Europe, if there was at that Time ſufficient Foundation to 
apprehend ſuch Attempts on the Part of Spain, and becauſe 
our Allies (the French in particular) had a much greater 
Share in the Effects of the Galleons than the Subjects of this 
Nation, and by Conſequence were much more concerned in 
Intereſt to prevent the King of Spain from ſeizing thoſe 
Effects. 

II. Becauſe we not only toole the whole Charge of this 
Expedition upon ourſelves, but have increaſed our National 
Forces, taken great Numbers of Foreign Troops into our 
Pay, and contracted to pay divers Subſidies to Foreign 
Princes, when it has not appeared to us in any authentick 

| Manner 


Anno 2. Geo. II. Manner (as we apprehend) that our Allies have taken upon 
1728-29. themſelves any Expence proportionable to this, in Conſe- 
gquence of the Hanover Treat: | | | 

| III. Becauſe we are convinced, that the National Expence 
and Lofles, occaſioned by this Expedition, do not only very 
far exceed any Intereſt which the Subjects of this Nation 
can be ſuppoſed to have in the Galleons, but have likewiſe 
been much more conſiderable than any Detriment which 
has accrued to Spain by delaying the Return of the Galleons. 
IV. That by taking this Expedition ſolely upon ourſelves, 
we drew the whole Reſentment of the Court of Spain upon 
this Nation, and gave the French an Opportunity of healing 
the Breaches which had been made between thoſe two 
Courts; of acquiring a greater Share than ever they had in a 
moſt beneficial Branch of Trade, and of acting rather the 
Part of Mediators than that of Parties in the Diſpute. 
V. We cannot help being of Opinion, that this Burthen 
was the more unreaſonable, ſince it does not appear that 
this Expedition has had the Effect of obliging the Spaniard; 
clearly to adjuſt the Points in diſpute between us, or effec- 
tually to ſecure to our Merchants a juſt Satisfaction for the 
great Loſſes, which they have ſuſtained by the Seizures and 
Captures made by the Spaniards. | 


Beaufort, Sirafford, Gower, Montjoy, Coventry, Oxford 
and Mortimer, Plimouth, Foley, Craven, Willoughby 
de Broke, Litchfield, Bathurſt, Scarſdale, Northampton. 


Bill againſt T. May 5. The Judges (according to Order) delivered a Bill 
Bambridge, War- prepared by them, upon the Debate of the Houſe, intitled, 
den of the Fleet, In * 42 to diſable Thomas Bambridge, Eg: to hold or exe- 
cute the Office of Warden of the Priſon of the Fleet, and to 
impoauer his Maj eſiy, his Heirs and Succeſſors, during the 
Life of the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, to grant the ſaid Office 
to fach Perſon or Perſons as he ſhall think fit. 
And the ſame was read the firſt Time: Then it being 
moved, that the Bill be now read a ſecond Time, the ſame 
was objected to. After Debate, the Queſtion was put, whe- 
ther this Bill ſhall be now read a ſgcond Time? And it 
was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Difſentient” | 
I. Becauſe the reading any Bill twice the ſame Day is a- 
gainſt the ſtanding Orders of this Houſe, which ought not 
Proteſt againſt to be broke but in Caſes of the utmoſt Neceſſity, and even 
— Da“ in thoſe Caſes ought firſt to be conſidered in a full Houſe ; 
55 or elſe abſent Lords, as well as the Parties concerned in Bills, 
may be ſurpriſed. 5 II. Be- 


* This Bill was occaſion'd by his barbarous Uſage of ſeveral Priſoners, 
particularly Sir William Rich and Others, | 


- 


Ih 4 | 

IT. Becauſe we do not conceive that there was the leaſt Anne 2. Geo. II. 
Neceflity or Occaſion for reading this Bill twice in one 1728.29. 
Day. 5 = | — 
III. Becauſe we are apprehenſive, this may be brought as 
a Precedent hereafter to proceed in too haſty a Way, to paſs 
Bills, which diveſt Men of their Properties, and lay Incapa- 
cities upon them during Life. | + 


Warrington, Strafford, Haverſtam, C oventry. 


May 6. The Lords ſent back to the Commons the Bill 
For the more effeftual Preventing Bribery and Corruption in g e 00 
the Elections of Members, with ſome Amendments, con- Lords ks. Seen Bill 
tain'd in the two following Clauſes *, wiz. | - againſt Bribery 
Be it Enadted, That ſuch Votes fhall be deemed to be le. and Corruption. 
gal, which have been ſo declared by the Iaft Determination 
in the Houſe of Commons, which laſt Determination concerning 
any County, Shire, City, Borough, Cinque-Port, or Place, 
ſhall be final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, any 
Uſage to the contrary notauithſtanding. 
2. That if any Perſon who hath or claimeth to have, or 
hereafter ſhall have, or claim to have, any Right to vote in 
any ſuch Election, Hall from and after the 24th Day 
? of June, 1729, ast, receive, or take auy Money, or other , 
Reward, by way of Gift, Loan, or other Device, or agree, 
er contrad# for any Money, Gift, Office, Employment, or other 
Reward whatſoever, to give his Vote, or to refuſe, or to for- 
bear to give his Vote in any ſuch Election, or if any Per- 
ö fon by himſelſf, or any Perſon employed by him, doth or fhall 
by any Gift or Reward, or by any Promiſe, Agreement, or 
Security for any Gift or Reward, corrupt or procure any Per- 
fon or Perfans to give his or their Vote or Votes, in any ſuch 
Election, ſuch Perſon fo offending in any of the Caſes afore - 
ſaid, ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, forfeit the Sum of 500 l. 
of lawful Money of Great-Britain, fo be recovered as before 
directed, together with full Cofts of Suit: And every Perſon 
| offending in any of the Caſes aforeſaid, from and after Fudg - 
ment obtain'd againſt him in any ſuch Action, of Debt, Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, or ſummary Aion, Proſecution or 
being any otherwiſe lawfully convicted thereof, fhall for ever 
be diſabled to vote in any Election of Member or Members to 
ſerve in Parliament, and aljo ſhall for ever be diſabled to 
hold, exerciſe, or enjoy any Office or Franchiſe to which he, 


* 


r IT COS 


and they, then ſhall, or at any Time afterwards, may be in- 
| titled 
* See the Debate in the Houſe of Commons on theſe Clauſes in Chand 


a ler's Hiſtory of that Houſe, P. 49. 


[ 


(* 26:3 


3 2. Geo. II. titled as a Member of any Cir, Borough, Town Corporttte; © 
1728-29, or Cinguę-Port, as if ſuch Perſon was naturally dend. 
— I May 10. Upon Report from the Committee of the whole 


Debat 10 Houſe, upon the Bill relating to the Cuſtom on Corn im- 
"a ot one ported, and for appropriating the Supplies granted in this 
115,000 l. for Seſſion of Parliament, and other Purpoſes, that they had 
Deficiences in gone through the Bill without any Amendment; it was mo- 

the Civil Lift. ved, That the following Clauſe be left out of the ſaid Bill, 
bi x. . n 

And it is alſo hereby further Enadted, That out of all or 

any the Aids or Supplies aforeſaid, there ſhall and may be if- 

ſued and applyed, for and upon Account of the Arrears of thi 

ſeveral Duties and Revenues granted to his Majeſiy, by an Ad 

made and paſſed in the firſt Tear of bis Majefly's Reign, In- 

tituled, An Act for the better Support of his Majeſty's 

Houſhold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of 

Great Britain, any Sum or Sums of Money not exceeding the 

Sum of 11 5.000 3 in ſuch Manner and for ſuch Uſes and 

Purpoſes as his Majeſty ſhall, from Time to Time, be pleaſed 

to direct and appoint : Provided always, and be it Enacted 

by the Authority aforeſaid, That in caſe there all be landing 

out or in Arrear on the Demiſe of his Majefly, whom God 

long preſerve, any Sum or Sums of Money for or on Account, 

of the ſaid Duties and Revenues, which, together with what, 

hath been or ſhall be received out of the ſame, during his 

Majeſty's Life, and together with the ſaid Sum of 115000 l. 

Gall 55 more than ſufficient to compleat and ſatisfy to bit 

Majeſiy during his Life the "ag Sum of 800,000 |. per. 
Annum in clear Money, to be computed from the 25th Day 
of June, 1727. Then and in ſuch Caſe, the ſaid Sum of . 
115,000 I. Hall be replaced and refunded, by, or out of, ſuch 
Sum, or Sums of Money fo flanding out or in Arręar as afore- 
ſaid, as ſpall be more than ſufficient to compleat the ſaid 
yearly Sum of 800,000 I. in clear Money, to be computed as 
aforeſaid, or ſo much thereof as the Monies ari fing thereby 
ſhall extend to ſatisfy the ſame, and that the Monies ſo to be. 
replaced, or refunded, ſhall be ſeparated and kept apart in 
his Majeſty's Exchequer, for the Uſe and Benefit of the Pub- 
lick, and Hall not be iſſued, or applied, to any other Uſe, or 
Uſes than ſuch as ſhall be directed by Authority of Parlia- 
ment. nets | wks 
This Motion being objected to, and the Queſtion being put, 
Whether that Clauſe ſhould ſtand Part of the Bill? It was 

| Reſolved in the Affirmative, by 69 againſt 19. 


| 2 ent . : 

Proteſt on that I. Becauſe we apprehend, that this Part of the Clauſe is 
Occaſion, neither founded on the Words of the AR to which it refers, 
* , | nor 
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tor warranted by any ConſtruQion thereof; for the Proviſi- Ansa. Gesa 


on made in that Act is That whenever the Produce of the 
ſeveral Duties and Revenues thereby granted appears to be 
ſo deficient, that within any one Year it ſhould not be ſuſſi- 
cient to anſwer and ſatisfy the Sum of Eight Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds, then, and not in any other Caſe, ſuch Defici- 


ency is tu be made good out of the next Aids in Parliament." 


As this Act therefore provides only for à real Deficiency of 
the Produce, and not for any Arrear in the Receipt within 
the Year, as it has appeared by the Accounts laid before this 
Houſe, that the real Produce was confiderably more than 
ſafficient to anſwer the Sum of Eight Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, we think, there tan be no Colour to affirm that 


there has been any ſuch Deficientyras the Act ean be ſuppol- 


ed to provide for: This appeam ſrom the Words of the 
Clauſe, which directs the Application of the Sum of One 
Jlundred and fifteen Thouſand Pounds, for and upon Ac- 
count of Arrears; and we cannot conceive'the Arrears 

vided for by this Clauſe, and the Deficiency deſcribed in the 
Act, to be one and the ſame Thing, fince, if they could 
be ſo underſtood; the Proviſion in the Clauſe would have 
been made agreeable to the Words of the Act, which relate 
to a Deficiency only; and it would be highly -unjuſt to his 
Majeſty to dire& the Sum of One Hundred and fifteen 
Thouſand Pounds to be refunded to the Publick at any Time, 
or under any Conditions; for if there had been a real Defi- 


ciency, the Grant to his Majeſty ſhould be abſolute, and 
the Sum of One Hundred and fifteen Thouſand Pounds | 


would legally belong to him; ſo that this Clauſe either 
takes from his Majeſty what we have no Right to take, or 
it gives him what, as we conceive, he has no Right to 
claim. As we cannot then confider this Sum to be given ei- 
ther for a real Deficiency, founded on the Civi-Lift Act, 
or that it can be warranted by the ſaid Act as a ſuppoſed 
Arrear, we Conceive it to be a new Grant to his Majeſty; 
and a new Burthen on the People, which does not appear to 


us to have been demanded by the Crown, and conſequent- _ 


ly not to have paſſed according to the Forms hitherto prac- 
tiſed and requiſite in all ſuch Caſes. OE OTH, 
II. This Clauſe appears to us unreaſonable on many Ac- 
counts; as there was no real Deficiency at Midſummer, 1728, 
to which Time the Account is ſtated, ſo neither is there any 
Arrear at the Time when. this new Supply is granted; but 


the whole Sum of Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and 


conſiderably more, was come into his Majeſty's Coffers, and 
he was conſequently in Poſſeſſion of the very Money, the 
ſuppoſed Arrear of which is made good to him by this 
Clauſe : Thus it ſeems to us, that the Nation is loaded not 

1729. Ec to 


- 
* 


1729. 


ö ; 
8 We 8 C8) | pw 
| 9 jeſty's Civil-Liſt, and this at a Time when the Publick Debts, 
are encreaſed, when the Taxes are heavily felt in all Parte 
of the Country, when our Foreign Trade is incumber'd and 
- diminiſh'd, when our Manufactures decay, when our Poor 
daily multiply, and when many other National Calamities 
' farround us: Theſe Confiderations are in themſelves very 
moving, and we apprehend they muſt appear ſtronger, when 
it ſhall be further conſidered, that his Majeſty would be io 
far from wanting any of thoſe extraordinary Supplies, that 
even without the Proviſion in the Civil-Lift Act, for making 
good Deficiencies, he would be poſſeſſed of a far greater 
Revenue than King William, Queen Anne, or even his late 
Majeſty enjoyed; and yet his preſent Majeſty, then Prince 
of Wales, received out of the Civil-Liſt Revenues, _ 
the Reign of the late King, One Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
per Annum, beſides the entire Revenues of the Principality 
of Wales and the Dutchy of Cornavall; whereas it does 
not appear to us, that a like Sum of One Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds per Annum, or even the Revenues of the Prin- 
cipality of Wales, have been yet ſettled on his preſent Roy- 
al Highneſs. 17 $0 „ OO PT FERRET: 
III. We cannot but be extremely apprehenſive of the ma- 
ny ill Conſequences which may follow from a Grant of Mo- 
Ky ney to the Crown, ſo ill grounded and fo unreaſonable as 
we conceive this to be: The Advantage in Favour of his 
Majeſty, eſtabliſhed by the Civil-Liſt Act, is very great, 
ſince, if the Produce of the Revenues granted and appropri- 
ated to the Uſe of the Civil-Liſt, does not anſwer the yearly 
Sum of Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds, the Deficiency ig 
to be made good to his Majeſty by the Publick 3 whereas no 
Proviſion is made by which, if the Produce of theſe Reve- 
nues exceeds the Sum of Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds, 
the Surplus ſhall accrue to the Benefit of the Publick; by 
this Precedent, : not only real Deficiencies are to be made 
good, but Supplies are to be given for Arrears ſtanding out at 
the End of every Year, which ſhall come in before the Sup- 
plies can be granted; though the Supply _ to make good 
Arrears in one Year will certainly increaſe the -Surpluſlages 
in another: When we conſider the Method which has ob- 
tained, of anticipating the Revenues before they come into 
the Exchequer, contrary to the ancient and legal Practice, 
when we reflect in what Manner theſe Accounts have been 
made up, and in what Manner they have been brought in, 
we cannot but apprehend that a Door is opened by this 
Precedent for laying new and exceſſive Charges on the Nati- | 
on : The Revenues appropriated to the Uſes of his Majeſty's x 
Givil-Liſt are ſubject in their own Nature to vary, and _ | 
| | : when' 
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when there is no Deficiency: in the Produce, there may be Aunog 


Arrears in the Receipt; theſe Arrears may eaſily be increaſ- 
ed by the Management of deſigning Miniſters, by private 
Directions to Receivers, and by artful Methods of ſtating 
Accounts; from all which we cannot but apprehend, that 
now this Precedent is made, we may have frequent Accounts 
of Arrears, and a grievous and even intolerable Load may 
be brought on the Nation in a ſhort Time; and we are per- 
ſuaded that his Majeſty can have no Satisfaction in finding 
his Court abound in Wealth, whilſt he may undergo the 
Mortification of ſeeing his People reduc'd to Poverty; neu- 
ther can we conceive that the latter Part of the Clank is, in 
any Degree, an adequate Proviſion againſt the Evil we com- 
plain of, or the Apprehenſions we entertain; for an Account 
to be made up at his Majeſty's Demiſe will not prevent the 
Conſequences of this Precedent during his Liſe; and as we 
hope that his Reign will be long, ſo we may be allowed to 
fear that even during the. Continuance of it, this extraordi-- 
nary Method of increaſing his Majeſty's. private Revenne 
(already very ample) may prove a Source. of general DNiſ- 
content, which is but too apt to produce general Diſaffection. 


Plymouth, Willoughby de Broke, Gower, Boyle, Oxford 

and Mortimer, | Northampton, 1 ob Warrington, . 

Coventry, Bathurſt, Litchfield, Beaufort, Scarſdale, . 
Mont joy. . e 

On the 12th of May, the Lords read the third Time the 

Bill above-mentioned : And the Queſtion being put, That 

the ſaid Bill do paſs, it was reſoly'd in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient” t 


I. Becauſe, we conceive, there will accrue leſs Detriment Proteſt again 


to the Publick, by rejecting this Bill, than agreeing to it with 


his Majeſty for and upon Account of Arrears in his Civil-Liſt'; 
ſince it would have been eaſy, had this Bill been rejected, to 
have provided. for the general e e of the ſeveral 
Aids granted in this Seſſion of Parliament in fome other 
Manner. GEN 5 | 
IT. Becauſe the Revenue for defraying the Expences of 
his Majeſty's Civil Government being confiderably more am- 
ple than that of any of his Predeceſſors, we flatter'd ourſelves 
that the Publick would not have been call'd upon again in ſo 
ſhort a Time to make an Addition to that liberal Proviſion 
for the Crown, though there had been ſome ſmall Deficiency 
in ſome of the Duties appropriated to the Service of it; but 
* C 2 this, 


N83 * 


chat Part of the Appropriation Clauſe, which enacts the Sum 2 a 


of One Hundred and fifteen Thouſand Pounds to be given to to the King. 
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| Anno 2. Geo. IT. this, in our Opini „, is ſo far from being the Caſe; that we 
| are firmly perſuaded, if we had agreed to this Bill with 


that Part of the Clauſe, we ſhould have conſented to a Grant 
of a new Aid, and not to make good the Deficiency of an 
old one, fince it ſeems evident to us, that the Produce of 


the Civil-Liſt- Funds, in the firſt Year of his Majeſty's Reign, 


rather exceeded than fell ſhort of Eight Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds, even from thoſe Accounts de ivered'into the Houſe, 
which, we believe, will be univerſally allowed to be free” 


from any Suſpicion in favour of the People. 


III. Becauſe we look upon this to be not only a Grant of 


a new Aid, but a Grant made in ſuch an irregular Manner, 
without __ demanded' by the Crown, that it cannot but 
give us ſome Reaſon to think, that however it may be want- 


ed by the Miniſters, it may poſſibly not be defired by his 


IV. Becauſe the literal Interpretation of Part of the Act 


for ſettling the Civil Lift Revenues on his Majeſty, which 


was contended. for, in order to juſtify that Part of this 


Clauſe to which we object, ſeems to us liable to Conſe - 
- quences very dangerous to the Properties of all the Subjects, 


by putting it into the Power of thoſe who have the Manage- 
ment of the publick Money, to:give the Crown a Title to 


the Arrears of the Civil-Liſt Funds (tho' perhaps left on Pur- 


ſe in the Hands of the Receivers) and to a Parliamentary 
upply for thoſe very Arrears too. 


V. Becauſe the Argument which was uſed for paſſing the 


Clauſe, from the Smallneſs of the Sum, ſeems to us a much 


ſtronger Reaſon why it ſhould not be aſked, than why it 


ſhould be granted. apa 

VI. Becauſe, we obſerve, that whenever a Supply for the 
Civil-Liſt has been aſked in Parliament, it has cauſed great 
Uneafineſs in the Nation, though demanded from the Crown 
itſelf, and upon Pretences, in our Opinion, more juſtifiable, 
and at Times leſs unſeaſonable than this, when, notwith- 
ſtanding our moſt prevailing Methods of Negociation, the 


Fate of Europe, as far as we are enabled to judge, is ſtill 
in Suſpenſe, and we labour under Difficulties that unavoid- 


ably attend ſuch a doubtfal and undetermined Situation of our 
Affairs abroad; when the Complaints of the People at Home 


are general and loud, and, as we fear, too well founded on 


Account of their Poverty, and other Calamities with which 


they have been long afflifted ; and when, for that Reaſon, 
it appears to us to be not only a proper Clemency, but true 
Policy too, to avoid giving them the leaſt Ground to appre- 
hend that the Parliament, by laying unneceſſary Burthens 
upon them, may itſelf become one of their area" ht 


th 


VII. Becauſe this Attempt, When we conſider it in all its Anno 2, Geo. HI. | 
Circumſtances, as far as appears to us, is without Example, 772% © 
Precedent hereafter ;- if ever the Nation ſhould have the Miſ- 
fortune to ſee a laviſh, weak and rapacious Miniſtry, armed 
with great Power, defirous to raiſe ſuch extraordinary Sup- 
plies, more in Reality to ſupport their own inconſiderate 
and pernicious Schemes, than the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown, mn. e ot Ct ot 23 


Starſdale, Plymouth, Beaufort, C oventry, Oxford. ned: 
Mortimer, Strafford, Montjoy, Boyle, Northampton, Wil-' 
loughby de Brote, Warrington, Litchfield, Gower, Ba- 


May 14. The King came to the Houſe, and prorogued The Parliament 
the Parliament to the 2 2d of July: They were afterwards, Prorogu' d. 
by different Prorogations, prorogued to the 13th! of 7a - 


auary. | * 2:4 | | 6 
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The Thixp Se8$10n of the Finsr PaR- 
LIAMENT of King GEORGE H. 


N the 13th of January the King came to che Houſe, 
() and open'd the Seſſion with a Speech ®. On the 
14th the Lords waited upon his Majeſty with the 


following Addreſs of Thanks: 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, n iz, REP | | 
. W your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 4 
A the Lords Spiritual and Temporal” in Parliament Thanks for the 
aſſembled, beg Leave to return the humble Thanks of King's Speech 
this Houſe for your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from at opening the 
* the Throne, «. e | _ third Sefſion, 

* We humbly congratulate your Majeſty upon your ſafe 
and happy Arrival in this Kingdom, and are deeply ſen- 
* ſible, that nothing could in any Degree alleviate the Loſs 
we muſt ever ſuffer by your Majeſty's Abſence” from us, 
© but the prudent and happy Adminiſtration of the Govern- 
ment by the Queen, in the moſt critical Conjuncture of 
Affairs, under your Majeſty's Authority, and by your 
great Example. | 5 

| We 


See the Speech at large in Chandler's Hiſtory of the Proceedings of © 
the Houſe of Commons, p. 51. 9 


N 


0 3. Geo. II. 
2225 


6 22 0 
„ We want Wor $.to expreſs e ee 


congratulating your Majeſty on your having concluded an 
— abſolute Peace with the Crown of Spain; and when we 


reflect upon the tender and anxious Concern your Majeſty 
* has ſhewn, during the whole Courſe of the late uncertain 
State of Affairs in Europe, we cannot but look upon this 
* happy Event as a publick Reward from Heaven for youu 7 
© Majeſty's. Love of your People | 

The earneſt Deſire of your Majeſty to prevent the Mi- 
© ſeries and Confuſion unavoidable in War, (the Events of 
which are far removed from all human Foreſight, even un- 
der the Conduct of the greateſt Princes) and at the ſame 
Time your Steadineſs and Reſolution in continuing the 
< neceſſary Preparations, joined with a perfect Union and 
© mutual Fidelity between your Majeſty and your Allies, 
© have at laſt ſurmounted all Difficulties that ſtood in ay 
5 Way of our Happineſs. 

An Alliance built upon the Foundation of former Tres⸗ 
« ties, and rend' ring more effectual what the contracting 
Powers in the Quadruple Alliance were before obliged to 

perform; the confirming all former Conventions made with 
© Spain in Favour of our Trade; the ſtipulating a juſt and 
< ample Reſtitution and Reparation for unlawful Seizures and 
© Depredations ; and in general, the Re-eſtabliſhment and 
* Guarantuy of all Rights, Privileges and Poſſeſſions, in any ' 
Manner belonging to your Majeſty, or your Allies, with- 
out any. Conceſſion being made to the Prejudice of your: 
a Majeſty, or your Subjects, are Conditions intirely agrees 
© able to the true Intereſt of Great Britain, equal even to 
© thoſe we might have expected after a proſperous War, as 
© the Fruits of ViRories, if your Majeſty's unwearied Lab 
© bours for Peace had been unſucceſsful. 

© We have the greateſt Reaſon to believe, that a general | 
© Pacification will be the Conſequence of this happy Begin- 
ning; for your Majeſty, having no Ambition but to defend 
the Honour and Rights of this Nation, to ſee our Trade 
« flouriſh, and to reign over a happy and willing People, 
« js ever averſe to War: And, on the other Side, ſo juſt a 
< Cauſe, ſupported by the united Strength of ſo many con- 
« fiderable Allies, join'd in Intereſt for the Tranquility of 
© Europe, will incline other Powers to Peace. This, we 
hope, will produce an univerſal Approbation of the pre- 
« ſent Engagements. But as your Majeſty's firſt Care has 
been to conſult the immediate Intereſts of theſe your King- 
< doms, preferable to any other Conſiderations, and at the 
© Hazard of all other Events; if, contrary to Expectation, 
© and in Reſentment of theſe Meaſares, any new Troubles 


1 mould be raiſed in * to oppoſe or rr the 
| © Execu- 


A 23) 
Execution of them, the ſame Juſtice, Gratitude and ts.i Alb; ” 
© nour which have hitherto influenced us, muſt make us ex- _ 
* ert ourſelves to the utmoſt to n and aſſiſt your Ma- | 
© jeſt 
* You Majeſty, by che immediabe Reduktion of a great 7 5 
Number of your Land- Forces, and the laying up a great 
« Part of the Fleet, has ſhewn how unwilling you was to 
« ſuffer any Time to intervene: between the Concluſion of 
© the Peace, and letting your Subjects ſee the happy Effects 
of it. This lays the ſtrongeſt Obligation upon us to place 
the greater Truſt' and Confidence in your Majeſty, when 
« we find by Experience, that our Military Preparations are 
made only when the public Neceſſities call upon your Ma- 
« jeſty to defend your Kingdoms, and are laid aſide the very 
© Inſtant that our Safety will admit of it. 
The Unanimity among ourſelves, which your Majeſty 
_ © is graciouſly pleaſed to recommend to us, is one of the 
* leaſt Returns we ought to make for theſe Bleſſings procur- 
ed for us: Your Majeſty has compleated the Wiſhes of all 
« your good Subjects, and the Deſpair of the bad: You 
© have obviated all the groundleſs Cavils and Clamours, 
which even Malice itſelf could invent; ſo that the Infi- 
* nuations of any conſiderable Remnant of Faction, which 
may be yet in being, will have as little Appearance of Ve- 
« racity Abroad, as of Duty, Loyalty, or Love of their 
Country at Home; and will ſerve only to excite us all to 
act with the greateſt Zeal and Harmony, ſo as to make \ 
* your Government as eaſy _ 11 for Tour Majeſty, as a i 
© itis for us. 5 | A 


To this Addreſs the King rerun 5 aue Anſwer: : 


My Lords, | 

« Thank you for this duriful and 1 toyat Addreſs. I The King's _ 
L 1 doubt not but my Subjects will reap great Advantage Anu, 
B from the Treaty concluded with Spain; and a faithful f 
5 0e. Execution of all that is ſtipulated in their Favour, ſhall 
L be my principal Care; to which nothing will contribute 

— more effectually, than the ſtrong and affectionate Aſſu- 
f 

e 


« rances you give me of your Support and Aſſiſtance, in 
| « caſe any Power ſhould, in Reſentment of theſe Meaſures 
- * have taken, endeavour to raiſe new TIONS": 7 


Jan. 27. The Looks aaneding ts Oni DrOCeEec 40 11. 
take into — the Treaty of Peace, Union, Friendiling 
and mutual Defence, between his Majeſty and the moſt Chris - the Treaty 


D 
: 
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8 ſtian King, and the 2 55 of Oe concluded at Sewitle dh 
& n 
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3. Oe. II. Ninth of November, N. 8. 1729, with the ſeparate Art 
3930. reunto belongi 2: And the ſame being read by the Clerk, 
Lord Bathurſt mov'd, That the gth Article of the Qua- 


churſt. ſhip moved ſor the following Queſtion, * That: the Agree- 
„ = Logo the Treaty of LES ſecure the Succeſſion of 
Dan Carlos to the Dutchies of Tyſtany, Parma and Pla- 
centia, with Spaniſb Troops, is a manifeſt Violation of the 
th Article of the Quadruple Alliance; tends to involve 
this Nation in a rous and expenſive War; and to de- 
ſtroy the Balance of Power in Eure. 1555 
The Lord Townſhend ſpoke againſt the Queſtion, and ob- 
ſerved, © That it was allowed by Friends and Foes, that his 
Majeſty had acquired great Honour in making the Treaty 
of Seville: That it was a Reproach on our Allies to in- 
ſinuate they had acted otherwiſe than in Friendſhip with 
us: That the Word Violation in the Queſtion could not be 
applied to this Treaty ; and his Lordſhip added, That in his 
Opinion, the Queſtion tended only to encourage the Em- 
peror to ſtand out, and to provoke the Court of Spain, 
therefore he hoped it would not paſs. | Then the Queſtion 
being put on the ſaid Motion, it paſs'd in the Negative by 
86 againſt 31. : e 
Then it was mov'd to reſolve, That our Right of Sove- 
reignty, Dominion, Poſſeſſion and Claim to Gibraltar 
and the Iſland of Minorca is not aſcertained by the Treaty 
of Seville, {0 as to extinguiſh the Claims and Pretenſions 
1 ſet up by the Spaniards, which were followed by an actual 
} Siege ſince the Ceſſion of thoſe valuable Places by the Trea- 
wn” ty of Utrecht. After Debate, the Queſtion was put there- 
OF upon, and reſolved in the Negative: Contents 31, Not-Con- 
tents 85. Then it was moved, That an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be gracioufly pleaſed 
to order to be laid before the Houſe, a Copy of the Orders 
and Inſtructions given to Sir George Byng, now Lord Vit 
count Torrington, who commanded the Fleet in the Meal 
terranean in the Year 1718. But the Queſtion being put 
thereupon, it was reſolved in the Negative. 
Then it was propoſed to reſolve, That the Stipulations in 
the Treaty of Sewille, for the repairing the Loſſes of the 
Merchants, are inſufficient and precarious. And the Que- 
ſtion being put upon the ſaid Propoſition, it was reſolved in 
the Negative: Contents 30, Not-Contents 79. 
hen the Duke of Deævonſbire moved to reſolve, That 
Houſe to deck ſaid Treaty of Seville does contain all neceffary Bti- 
their Approbati- pulations for maintaining and ſecuring the Honour, Digni- 
on thereof, 1. * Hom Poſſeſſions of this Crown; and that all due 
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druple Alliance might be read, which being done his Lord- 
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Kingdom, and for repairing the Loſſes. ſuffered by the Anno 3.Geo, II. 
Merchants. FF be” 729-30. 
After Debate, the Queſtion was püt thereupon, and it pe U ez 
was reſolved in the Affirmative, by 72 againſt 30. ch i agreed 
Diſſentient, FV x e 1 *0q 
Becauſe, we thinle, this Queſtion, from the Debate as proteſt againd it. 
well as from the Import of the Queſtion itſelf, was deſigned 
as a Juſtification of the whole Treaty, which appears to us 
neither to be ſolid, honourable, nor advantageous for the 
following Reaſons : r 7: orb 5 Ih on A 2 SE 
I. Becauſe we know not whether all the Treaties and 
Conventions concluded between England and Spain may be, 
in every Article of them fo beneficial to us, as to be fit to be 
again confirmed and renewed. BN 4 
II. Becauſe, as we think it extremely difficult to examine 
with requiſite Nicety, how advantageous every Treaty and 
Convention between Great Britain and Spain may be to us, 
ſo we think it, abſurd to pretend to judge of any future A= 
greement; and therefore we think it very extraordinary, and 
apprehend it may be of very ill Conſequence to be bound, 
as we are by this Treaty, to ratify and guaranty whatever, 
Agreement ſhall be made between the King of Spain and the 
Dukes of Tuſcany and Parma, concerning the Garriſons 
once eftabliſhed in their Countriis ?.. 
III. Becauſe the Obligation on our Merchants to make 
Proof of the Juſtice of their Demands, for their Loſſes, at 
the Court of Spain, is, in our Opinion a Hardſhip upon 
them, and not Ns for the Nation; and we are per- 
ſuaded thoſe unfortunate Gentlemen will undertake fo trou- 
bleſome and expenſive a Journey with the les Chearfulneſs, 
becauſe they may fear their Claims are likely to be counter- 
balanced by others from the Spaniards ; and after all ni 
have only the ſlender Comfort of hoping, if they think 
there is even any Room for them to hope, to get that Re- 
dreſs by Commillaries, which they have not hitherto been 
able to obtain by Plenipotentiaries. 
IV. Becauſe we are obliged to aſſiſt in effectuating the In- 
troduction of Six Thouſand Spani/> Troops into the Towns 
of Juſcany and Parma, without ſpecifying the Methods we 
are to take, or Charge we are to be at in giving that Aſſiſ- 
tance ; ſo that, for ought we know, we may be liable to an 
endleſs Trouble and unlimited Expence to compaſs what, if 
effected, cannot, in our Opinion, be of any r to 
us, but, as we fear, may prove moſt prejudicial and de- 
ſtructive. | Ee. 3 
V. Becauſe we oblige ourſelves to guaranty for ever, not 
only to Don Carlos, but even to all his Succeſſors, the, 
1730. ff.... ns _ Right, 
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Anno. Geo, 11; Right to, and Poſſeſſion of the Eſtates of Tuſcany and Pays 
1729-30. | 


— 


ture, that we can hardly ſee we are ever like to be ex- 
empted from the Diſpates and Quarrels it may too probably 


„ 6 ') 


ma ; which we think is a Stipulation of ſo extenſive a Na- 


draw upon us. 9 

VI. Becauſe this Treaty differs from the Quadruple Al. 
Hance, upon which tis pr d'to be chiefly founded, in 
ſome Points that ſeemed to be thought eſſential by ourſelves, 
as well as by the Kings of France and Spain, as far as we 
can judge by the Stipulations of former Alliances,” particu- 
larly in that of introducing Spaniſb Troops inſtead of Neu- 
tral into Tuſcany and Parma, and by ſtipulating that thoſe 
Troops ſhall remain there till Don Carlos and his Sueceſſors 
are ſecure and exempt from all Events ; which, from'the 
Nature and Extent of human Forefight, we think, the 
warmeft Advocates for the Treaty muſt allow is in effect to 


ſay, they are to remain there for ever. 


VII. Becauſe the Alterations in this Treaty, from that 
of the Quadruple Alliance, are made not only without the 
Conſent of the Emperor, but we fear he will interpret it, 
ſince he has not the Compliment paid him of being invited 
into it, almoſt in Defiance of him; and if this Treatment 
of him ſhould unhappily alienate his Friendſhip from us, we 
think we ſhould, as good Exgliſpmen, have great Reaſon 
to lament the Loſs of ſuch an ancient, powerful and faith- 

ul Ally. n 
; VIII. Becauſe we apprehend there is an artful Omiſſion, 
throughout the whole Treaty, of any plain and expreſs Sti - 
pulation to ſecure to us our Right to Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca; which, however willing we are to attribute it rather 
to the ſuperior Skill of the Spaniſß Managers, than to any 
want of Zeal for their Country in our own, is an Error 
that we fear will leave our Poſſeſſion of thoſe important 
Places too liable to future Cavils; and we think the Spa- 
niards could not, with the leaſt plauſible Pretence of Reaſon, 


have refuſed to aſcertain our indubitable Right to them, in 


as ſtrong and explicit Terms as we have declared ourſelves 
Guarantees of the Right, Poſſeſſion, Tranquility and Quiet 
of the Ilalian Dominions allotted to Don Carlos and his 
Succeſſors, ſince we have had the Complaiſance to admit 
the Spaniards to diſcuſs their Pretenſions for the Reſtitution 


of the Ships taken in the Vear 1718, though their Right 


to that Compenſation was as effectually ſecured to them, 
as it can be pretended ours is to Gibraltar and Minorca, by 
thoſe general Words that renew - and confirm all former 


Treaties. 


IX. Becauſe his Majeſty himſelf, by his Speech from the 
Throne, ſeems not entirely free from Apptehenſions of new 
| | Troubles 
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Troubles being ſtill likely to ariſe in. Fargye, even in Re- Auno4, Geo. II. 
ſentment of the prefent Engagements; an if he thought 1729-30. 
this Peace had ſettled. the publick Tranquility upon a laſting 


Foundation, we are confident his paternal Goodneſs would 
have inclined him, by a farther. Reduction of Troops, to 
have given more Eaſe to his People, who have long groaned - 
under the heavy Burthen of Taxes, almoſt inſupportable, 
and of a large ſtanding, Army, and have had all their Grie- 
vances increaſed by a pernicious. Interruption of late of that 
flouriſhing Commerce, without which they can neither be 
happy at home nor reſpected abroad. | | 

X. Becauſe. it appears to us, after the moſt mature Con- 
ſideration of all Particulars, that we are much farther ob- 
liged than we were before, and than we think we ever 
ought to be, to meddle in Diſputes about Territories at a 
great Diſtance from us, and in which our National Intereſt 
ſeems no Way concerned; and fince one of the principal 
contracting Parties in that Alliance, upon which this is built, 
is not only left out of it, but, as we think, there is Reaſon 
to believe extremely diſobliged by it; and ſince it ſeems 
impoſſible to make the Introduction of S$eni/ Troops into 
Tuſcany and Parma, even by the moſt prevailing Applica- 
tion we can uſe, conſiſtent with the Dignity and Quiet of 
thoſe Princes whoſe Towns they are to garriſon; we own. 
ourſelves, upon the Whole, incapable of diſcerning either 
the Equity or Policy of this Treaty, which we fear will 
not enable us either to recover what we have loft, or long 
to preſerve quietly and undiſturbed What we yet. poſleſs ; 
and which, we fear, inſtead of extricating us out of thoſe 
Difficulties that we have of late been involved in, and which 
have been owing in a great Meaſure, in our Judgment, to 
the Incapacity of thoſe Miniſters, by whaſe Counſels we 
have been entangled in a Labyrinth of unneceſſary, if not 
prejudicial Treaties and Engagements, will. probably. be the 
melancholy Occaſion of freſh Diſturbances, and bring upon 
us, already too much impoveriſhed, the Miſery and Con- 
fuſion of a War, which if once kindled, we are convinced, 
it will be as difficult to know the End, as to determine the 
Succeſs of ſuch a fatal Event. | 


Scarſdale, Beaufort, Gower, Bedford, Thanet, Ang leſea, 

| Coventry, Huntingdon, Bruce, Boyle, Bathurſt, Pole, | 
Bridgewater, Plimouth, Stra ford, Northampton, Abing- 
don, Warrington, Monijay, Aylesford, Middletan, Briſfol, 
Willoughby de Broke, Oxford and Mortimer. 


January 29. The Lords vated the following Addreſs of 
Thanks far the Treaty of Seville. 5 8 
1730. | Dz:- Mot 


n 
Anno 3. Geo. II. f Gracious Sovereign. 
e E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
Por e the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
Thanks for, ang àſſembled, humbly beg Leave to return your Majeſty our 
Apptobation of © Moſt hearty Thanks for your moſt gracious Condeſcenſi - 
the Treaty of © on in laying the Treaty of Peace, Union, and Friendſhip, 
Ville, lately concluded at Seville, before this Houſe, . 
- And we beg Leave to declare to your Majeſty, that the 
* ſaid Treaty doth, in our Opinion, contain all neceſſary 
© Stipulations for maintaining and ſecuring the Honour, 
© Dignity, Rights, and Poſſeftions of this Crown; and that 
© all due Care is taken therein for the Support of the Trade 
of this Kingdom, and for the repairing the Loſſes ſuffer- 
_ © ed by the Merchants. DESO e | 


, lis Majeſty's Anſwer. 


. 


1 Lords, ' e 
The King's An- Am glad the Treaty which I have, in Conjunction 
„ with my Allies, concluded with Spain, is ſo entirely 
to your Satisfaction. By a punQual Execution of our mu- 
* tual Engagements we ſhall eſtabliſh a firm and laſting 
% Friendſhip with that Crown, which will be of great Ad- 
vantage to the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom.“ 


n March 3. The following State of the National Debt 
. _—_— vas was laid before the Houſe, as it ſtood the 31ſt of December, 
Ri: 9 1728, wiz. 50,493,984 J. 145. 8 d. 2g. Increaſed between 
the 31it of Dec. 1728, and the 3 1| Dec. 1729, I. 1,025,000 
Paid off within the ſame Time 1,793,724 J. Remains on 
the ziſt of December, 1729, of the National Debt 
49,725,260 J. 145.84, xr N 5 tan g 
March 16. The Houſe being moved, That the Bill en- 
titled, In Ad for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for 
the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters, be read 
a ſecond Time on Friday next, | 
The ſame was objected to, and a nearer Day being pro- 
jed'; After Debate, the Queſtion was put, whether the 
aid Bill ſhall be read a ſecond Time on Friday next ? It 
was reſolved-in the Negative, by 28 againſt 19. | 


Diſſentient | 

Becauſe we conceive, that the Conſideration of the State 
of the Nation, which is appointed for next Thur/day, ought 
rather to precede than follow that Deliberation, which will 
naturally ariſe upon the Bill of Mutiny and Deſertion, con- 
derning the keeping up in Time of Peace a ſtanding Army, 
and the Method of governing that Army, if any ſhall be 
Foot „ | 3 judged 


Debate on the 


5 „„ | | 
Judged requiſite, which is a SubjeQt of ſuch Importance, Anno 3. Geo. II. 
that we think hardly any Thing of more Moment can fall 2729-3% 
under our Conſideration, or that more requires the cleareſt — 
Light that can be had in order to form a Judgment upon 
it, not unworthy a Britiſb Houſe of Peers, zealous for that 
Freedom which has been delivered down to them from their 


Anett. | 
Strafford, Hereford, Beaufort, Aylesford, Abingdon, Boyle, 
Northampton, Foley, Oxford and Mortimer. | , 
March 19. The Houſe being moved, That an humble Motion for a Liſt 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graci- of Penſions paſſes 
ouſly pleaſed to order to be laid before this Houſe a Liſt of in the Negative, 
all Penſions payable by the Crown: And a Queſtion being 
ſtated thereupon, the previous Queſtion was put, whether 
that Queſtion ſhall be now put? It was reſolved in the Ne- 
gative, Contents 30, Not- Content 83. | 


Di/entient® : 
I. Becauſe, we think, this Queſtion ought to have been proteſt thereon, 
put and paſſed in the Affirmative, ſince no Inſtance could 
be given, that the Liſt of Penſions was denied, when called 
for by either Houſe of Parliament; and we cannot imagine 
there can ever be a more proper Time to addreſs the 
Crown for that Liſt to be laid before this Houſe, than when 
they are to enter upon the Conſideration of a Bill, which 
is calculated to prevent the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for the future, from ſitting and voting under any un- 
due Influence. th | | | 
II. Becauſe we conceive, the Refuſal of complying with 
this Queſtion will be miſinterpreted without Doors, whe- 
ther the Bill ſhall paſs or be rejected; for, in one Caſe, it 
will give juſt Reaſon to believe the Lift of Penfions was * 
filled with Members of the Houſe of Commons; and tho 
this Houſe would concar to prevent the Evil, they were . 
tender of expoſing the Names of particular Perſons : In the 
other Caſe, it would raiſe a Jealouſy, that there were too 
many Members of this Houſe who were upon that Liſt z 
which Aſperſion ought, as we conceive, to have been ob- 
vitated, by producing thoſe Liſts, and making them publick, 
as in former Times has been frequently done. | 
Berkſbire, Beaufort, Foley, Oxford and Mortimer, Abing- 
don, Coventry, Litchfield, Ayiesford, Bathurſt, Thanet, 
Strafford, Gower, Hereford. | 


March 21. A Bill for making more effectual the Laws Debate on the 
in being for diſabling Perſons from being choſen Members of, Penſion-Bill. 
wag: whe or. 


8 3 (ee 
Anno 3. Ceb. II. or fitting or voting in the Houſe of Commons, who have as 
1729-30. ny Penſion during Pleaſure, or for any Number of Vears, 
or any Offices holden in Truſt for them, by obliging all Per- 

ſons hereafter to be choſen to ſerve for the Commons in Par- 

liament to take the Oath “ therein mentioned, was read a: 


* The following is an Abſtract of the G __ 
© © That after the zath of June 1730, no Perfon who ſhall be elected a 
Member, ſhall ſit and vote in the Houfe of Commons, during any De- 
bate there, after their Speaker is choſen, until he hath taken the Oath 

following, and ſubſcrib*d the ſame, via. 

I A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely ſwear, that I have not, directly or in. 
directiy, any Penſion during Pleaſure, or for any Number of Tears, or any 
Office in Part, or in the Whole, from the Crown, beld for me, or for my 
efit, by any Peron whatſoever, and I do ſolemnly and ſincerely prank 
and ſwear. that I will not receive, accept or take, directiy or indieftly; 
ng. the Time of my being a Member of this Parliament, any Penſiom dur- 
ing Pleaſure, or for any Number of Tears, or any other Gratuity or Reward 
whatſoever, or ary Mfice from the Crown to be held for me, or for my Bene. 
Fit, in Part, or in the Whole thercof, by any Perſon whatſoever, without 
ſignifying the ſame to this Houſe within Fourteen Days after I have recerved 
or accepted the ſame, if the Parliament be then fitting, or within Fourten 

Days after the next Meeting of the Parliament. S help me God. 
„Which Oath ſhall be in this and every ſucceeding Parliament, ſo- 
Jemnly and publickly taken and fubſcribed by every Member of the Houſe 
of Commons, at the Table in the Middle of the ſaid Houſe, at the ſame: 
Fime he takes the Oath by Law directed, whilſt a full Houſe. of Com- 
mons is there duly ſitting, with their Speaker in his Chair: And if any, 
Member ſo. taking the Oath, and ſubſcribing as before di rected, ſhall, at 
the Time of taking the ſaid Oath, have any Penſion during Pleaſure, or 
for any Number of Years, or any Office from the Crown, in Part, or in 
the Whole, held in Truſt for him, or his Benefit; or ſhall, during his be- 
ing a Member, . receive, or take any Penſion during Pleaſure, or for any 
Number of Years, or any other Gratuity or Reward whatſoever,” or any 
Office to be held for him or his Benefit from the Crown, without ſignifying 
the ſame to the Houſe, as aforeſaid, ſuch Member ſhall be, and is here- 
by adjudged and declared to be guilty of wilful and corrupt Perjury, and 
being thereof convicted by due Courſe of Law, ſhall incur and ſuffer the 
Pains and Penalties, which, by the: Laws and Statutes of this Realm, 
are inflicted in Caſes of wilful and corrupt Perjury ; and ſhall from 
thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, or enjoying' any Office 


whatſoever. _ 

© If any Member ſhall refuſe or negle& to take and ſubſcribe ſuch 
Oath, as before directed, the Place for which ſuch Perſon was elected is 
hereby, without any other Conviction or Proceeding, declared void to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, as if ſuch Member was actually dead. In Cafe 
any Member fhall preſume to fit and vote in the Houſe of Commons, af- 
ter the Speaker is choſen, without taking the Oath aforeſaid, ſuch 
Member ſhall, over and above the Penalties already inflicted, forfeit- the 
Sum of 30 l. for each Day he ſhall fit and vote, to be recovered, with 
full Coſts of Suit, by him or them who ſhall ſue for the ſame, and to 
be proſecuted by any Action, Suit, Bill, or Information, in any of his 
Majeſty*s Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, wherein no Eſſoign, Protecti- 
on, or Wager of Law, or more than one Imparlance, ſhall be admitted 
or allow'd ; and ſhall from thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, 
or enjoying any Office or Employment of Profit or Truſt under hs Majeſty, 
his Heirs or Succeſſors, or of fitting or voting in either Houfe of Park 
ament, 
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moved, if it ſhould have red neceflary, - by ma 
ſuch Amendments: to the Bil ao he. 'Wittem of % — 
ſhould have thought proper 

II. Becauſe we conceive * general Deſign of this Bill 
to be highly reaſonable, and of the. greateit Importance to 
the Conſtitution of Parliaments ; and are therefore extreme- 
ly concern'd it ſhould not receive even the Countenance of a 
Commitment, when the Houſe of Commons, who alone 
would have been immediately affected by it, had paſſed it, as 
we apprehend, with ſo much Regard do their Country, and 
ſo much Honour to themſelves. 

III. Becauſe this Bill does, in effect, enat nothing new, 
ſince it only enforces the Obſervation and prevents the Eva- 
ſions of former Laws, which were judged neceſſary for the 
Publick Good by ſo many '' Parliaments, and which we do 
not apprehend that our Experience ſinee has given us Rea- 
ſon to look upon as leſs neceſſary for the ſame Purpoſes at 
this Time. By one of theſe Laws no Perſon, who has a 
Penſion from the Crown during Pleaſure, can ſit in the 
Houſe of Commons; but the Effect of this Law was, or 
might have been evaded, in eat Meaſure, by Grants of 
Penſions for certain Terms of Years, whereof we preſume 
chat Examples have not been wanting. To remedy or pre- 
vent this Abuſe, it was enacted by another Law, That no 
Perfon, who enjoys a Penſion from the Crown for any Num- 
ber of Years, ſhall ſit in the Houſe of Commons, under eer- 
n, tain Penalties therein mentioned; but the Effect of this Law 
m likewiſe is, or may be entirely evaded ſeveral Ways; it is, or 
hs may be evaded by giving occafional Gratuities, or -making 
* annual Preſents, which will not be conſtrued to fall under 
is the Denomination of Penſions, | and which are, however, 
's in their Nature, and muſt be in their Hffett, manifeſtly the 
. ſame; it is, or may be evaded alſo by the Difficulty of diſ- 
ch covering and convicting thoſe who preſame to break it, ſinoe 
he there is Ground to believe, by what has happened lately in 
th this Houſe, as well as on ſome other Occaſions, that the 
Commons would; find it diffieult to obtain thoſe Accounts; 
which can alone ſhew what Penſions are paid to particular 
Perſons. We obſerve further, That by the Laws now in 
Force, all thoſe who hold: certain Offices therein ſpediſted, 
| well as all thoſe who hold-any CO 

ine, 


ſecond Time: And it being propos'd_ to-commit the Bill, i Song. Gen 11. 


1. Becauſe all ObjeRtions ene 
preſſions in the Bill would have been regularly the Subject ſolution againſt 
of Debate in a Committee, and migut have been there re · committing it. 


Anno 4. Geo. II. Time, ate made. incapable of ag in the Houſe 6f Cont: 
1729-30. mons; and that whoever accepts o 


( 32 


any Office or Employ- 
ment under the Crown cannot fit in that Houſe till he has 
been re· elected: Now it appears to us, that all thoſe good 
and laudable Proviſions may be render'd fruitleſs ; that. the 
- Houſe of Commons may be filled with Perſons, who are, by 
Law, incapable of fitting there; that the Electors may be 
deprived of that reaſonable Option' which the Law has given 
them, whether they will truſt the fame Perſon to repreſent 
them, after he has accepted an Employment, whom they 
elected to repreſent them when he had none; and all this 
may be effected by the ſingle Expedient of getting an Office 
or Employment to be held by ſome Perſon, who is not a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, in Truſt for one. who 
is. We ſhall not determine on publick Fame or private Su- 
ſpicion, whether all or ſome of theſe Abuſes and Evaſions of 
ſo many Acts of Parliament have prevailed or not; but ſince 
it is evident, that they may be eaſily introduced under a cor- 
rupt Adminiſtration, we mult be of Opinion, that a Law 
which would prevent them as effectually as, we believe, the 
Bill ſent up by the Commons would have done, could not 
have met with too great ee e from this Houſe 
nor have been paſſed too ſoon. | 

IV. Becauſe it appears to us, that the Arguments uſed 
againſt this Bill, drawn from the Neeeſſity or Expediency of 
preſerving an Influence to the Crown by the Power of re. 
warding, are either not at all to the preſent Purpoſe, or elſe 
are applied to prove, that an Influence -guarded againſt by 
ſo many ſolemn Acts of Parliament, ſhould be admitted by 
the Connivance of Parliament ; and, we think, it would be 
much more for the Honour of this Houſe, if theſe Argu- 
ments were of real Weight, to be prevail'd upon by them 
directly to repeal the Laws above-mentioned, than, by re- 
jecting a Bill deſigned to render thoſe Laws effectual, to ſeem, 
as we apprehend, to approve all the Evaſions of chem, which 
have been or can be invented and put in Practice. = 

V. Becauſe we think, that altho' this Bill tends to re- 
ſtrain any illegal and dangerous Influence over the Houſe of 
Commons, yet it leaves ſuch an Influence entire to the 
Crown, as will appear at leaſt ſufficient, when we conſider 
that there are in the preſent Houſe of Commons, hardly 
Jeſs than Two Hundred Members who hold ſuch Offices and 
Employments under the Crown, as would have continued to 
be tenable by them, if this Bill had paſſed; and even the 
Power of granting Penſions for Liſe to — of Parlia- 
ment openly would have ſtill remained in the Crow. 

VI. Becauſe, ſtrictly ſpeaking, all Influence over either 
Houſs of Parliament, except that which ariſgs' from a ut 
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of thoſe Duties which we owe to our King and Country, are Anno 3. Geo- Il 


| itnproper, and the particular Influences, which this Bill 


was intended to prevent, are not only improper, but may, 
and naturally muſt, in Courſe of Time, become extreme- 
ly pernicious both to the Crown and to the People; for, 
firit, altho* this Influence appears to be that of the Crown, 
it may become virtually that of the Miniſter, and be 
applied to deceive the Prince as well as to bppreſs the Peo- 
ple, if ever a corrupt Miniſter ſhould have the Diſpoſiti- 
on of Places and the Diſtribution of Penſions, Gratuities and 
Rewards; he may create ſuch an Influence as ſhall effectu - 
ally deprive the Prince of the great Advantage of knowing 
the true Senſe of his People ; and 4 Houſe of Parliament 
being prevailed upon to approve ſuch Meaſures as the whole 


Nation diſlikes, he may be ſo conſirmed in the Purſuit of them, 


as, for the ſake of an unworthy Servant, to loſe the Affec- 
tions of his People, whilſt he imagines that he both deſerves 
and poſſeſſes them. In the next Place, if ever this improper 
influence ſhould obtain a certain Degree of Strength, theſe 
terrible Conſequences malt inevitably flow from it, That 
the worſt Propoſals for the Publick will be the moſt likely 
to ſucceed, and that the weakeſt Miniſters will be the beſt 
ſupported z the Reaſon whereof we take to be extremely 


| plain, ſince this improper Influence may be directed to any 


Purpoſe whatſoever, and will always be moſt exerted where 
it is moſt wanted, that is, in the Support of ill Meafures 
and weak Miniſters, 5 e,, Aon 
VII. Becauſe we agree, that as National or other Cir- 
cumſtances have expoſed the Crown to any new Danger, 
the Security of Fidelity and Allegiance given by the Oaths 
of the Subjects to the Crown has been increaſed from time to 
time; and we therefore think, that, by a Parity of Reaſon, ſome 
greater Security than was formerly exacted ſhould be now. 
given to the Nation, by their Repreſentatives, for a faithful 
Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in them; becauſe this Truſt; 
which is the ſame as it was in every other reſpect, is come 
to be much greater than it was; in reſpect to thoſe heavy 
Taxes which have been for many Years paſt, and which, 
as we fear, muſt be for all fucceeding Times annually laid 
by Parliament on the People, as well as to thofe immenſe 
Debts which have been contracted, and which we appre- 
Rend to have. annually increaſed dpon the Nation : The 


Service of the Houſe of Commons was formerly a real Ser- 


vice, therefore often declined and always paid for by the 
People; it is now no longer paid for by the People, and 


ſo far from being declined, that it has been courted and 


ſought after at great Expence. How far theſe Conſidera- 


tions, together with that of the vaſt Increaſe of the _ 


1730. 


- * 
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| ( 34 ) | = 
Anno 3.Geo II. Liſt Revenue, and of the Debts contracted on it in former 
1729-30. Reigns, deſerve to enforce the Reaſons for exacting ſome 
new and ſtronger Engagements, from the Members of the 

Houſe of Commons to thoſe whom they are choſen to repre- 

ſent, is, we think, ſufficiently obvious. | 
VIII. Altho' it muſt be allow'd, that the multiplying of 
Oaths, without great and evident Reaſons, ought to be a- 
voided, yet an Oath being the moſt ſolemn Engagement 
which Men can be laid under, we judge it, on that very 
Account the more proper to be impoſed upon this important. 
Occaſion ; nor will the Probability of its being broke through, 
by the Iniquity of Mankind, be an Argument of greater 
Force againſt this Bill, than againſt any other Law made 
for preventing any other Crime whatſoever. 


Huntingdon, Bruce, Plymouth, Montjoy, Northampton, Straf- 
ford, Hereford, Craven, Oxford and Mortimer, Ker, 
Sunderland, Berkſhire, Aylesford, Litchfield, Maynard, 
Foley, Covtntry, Maſham, Briftol, Bathurſt, Beaufort, 
Warrington, Gower, Abingdon, Boyle, Thanet. © 


Then the Queſtion was put, whether the ſaid Bill ſhall be 
rejected? It was reſolved in the Affirmative. | 
Difſentient”, | | . 

I. Becauſe the evident Intention of this Bill, was only to 
make a further Advance towards gaining that good End, 
which the Legiſlature hitherto has, we fear, too weakly en- 
deavoured to compaſs, the Prevention of Corruption; which, 
it muſt be own'd, is an Evil of ſo miſchievous a Nature, ſo 
apt to ſpread and grow epidemical, that a wiſe and virtuous 
People will apply the moſt timely and effectual Remedies 
that can be deviſed for the Cure of it, fince a Nation once 
infected muſt ſoon get the better of ſo contagious a Diſtem- 
per, or it will ſoon get the better of the Nation. | 

IT. Becauſe we can hardly frame in our own Minds a 
more reaſonable Method, than the Sanction of ſuch an Oath 
of Purgation as was to have been taken by all the Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, if this Bill had paſſed into a Law, 
to preſerve that Part of the Legiſlature pure and free from 
that kind of Bribery, which ſeems, from the Nature of it, 
to be the moſt pernicious, a ſecret unavowed Penſion ; or 
what (however different in Name) would, we fear, be too 
much the ſame in Effect, an Office in Truſt, or a clandeſ- 
tine Gratuity. | | 

III. Becauſe the Act of Parliament which paſſed laſt Year, 
tho? it contains ſome excellent Proviſions againſt Bribery and 
Corruption, and ought, in our Opinion, ever to be held ſa- 
cred, inviolable, and a fundamental Part of our yet free 
Conſtitution, wanted ſtill ſomething, as we judge, to make 
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it more complete, for eſtabliſhing an Oath for the elected as Anno 3. Geo. II. 


well as the Electors; which being done by this Bill, we can- 
not but look upon it to have been a ſeaſonable and neceſſary 
Addition to thoſe Laws already enacted for the ſame Pur- 


poſe, in order to guard us more ſtrongly againſt the power- 


ful and malignant Influence of wicked, aſpiring, and de- 
ſpotick Miniſters, who can invent no Aftifices fo likely to 
ſubvert the Liberties of the People, as by corrupting thoſe 
who are choſen to defend them. | | 

IV. Becauſe, we apprehend, the Houſe of Commons may 
think themſelves unkindly treated by us, for rejecting a Bill 
ſent from them of great Conſequence, by which they deſign- 
ed only to ſecure their own Honour and the Nation's Liber- 
ties, and that concerned only their own Members, without 
allowing it even the uſual Forms of Commitment; and the 
reſt of our Fellow- Subjects will, we fear, hardly be chari- 
table enough to think that one Houſe of Parliament could 
be perfectly unbiaſſed, when it refuſed ſo proper ati Expe- 
dient to make, in a great Meaſure, the other ſo. 


Plhmouth, Beaufort, Montjoy, Warrington, Berkfhire, 
Strafford, Aylesford, Bruce, Litchfield, Ker, Sunderland, 
Briſiol, Gower, Bathurſt, Boyle, Hereford, Oxford 
and Mortimer, Maſham, Maynard, Coventry, Foley, 
Thanet, Craven, Huntingdon, Abingdon, Northampton. 


March 23. A Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters, 
being read the third Time, the Queltion was put, whether 
this Bill ſhall paſs, it was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient', 5 


1729-30. 


—_— 


Becauſe, we think, that ſo large a Number as is propoſed ai againſt 
to be kept up in this Kingdom for this Year, by this Bill, is paging the Muti- 
not neceſſary for our Safety, as far as we can judge from ny-BIIl. 


the preſent Conjuncture of Affairs; and that a ſtanding 
Army in Time of Peace muſt be always burthenſome to the 
People and dangerous to their Liberties, for Reaſons often 
given by ſeveral Lords, and remaining upon the Journals of 
this Houſe, to which we chooſe to refer, rather than repeat 
them, in order to prove a Propoſition that we think almoſt 
manifeſt in itſelf, or at leaſt may eaſily be maintain'd by Ar- 
guments undeniably convincing, and ſo obvious, in our O- 
pinion, that they muſtoccur, upon the leaſt Reflection, to eve- 
rv Engliſman who loves his Country and his Freedom. 


Montjoy, Strafford, Abingdons Beaufort. 


1730. E 2 Aprit 


| 1 
Anno 3. Geo. II. April 17. The Order of the Day, for taking into Confide, 

1730. ration the State of the Nation, being read, it was move 
| | to reſolve, that the maintaining of 12,000 Heſtans in the 
py; Potprag Pay of Great Britain, for the Year 1730, is barthenſome 
Liistenance of and unneceſſary. In Support of this Motion the Earls of 
12,000 Heffians Aþinggon and Strafford urg d, That there being a Treaty of 
for 1730, was Peace concluded with Spain, and an Accommodation with 
burthenfome and Praia, we had nothing to fear from the Emperor, there- 
ery fore there could be no Neceſſity, for continuing theſe 
E. of Abingdon. Troops in our Pay.” | Thoſe againſt the Queſtion alledg'd, 
E. of Straſforl. That the keeping up the 1 2,000 Heſfans for this Year, was 
to fulfil the Engagements to our Allies, whom we cannot, 
in Honour, expoſe to the Fury of the Emperor, and dif- 
charge, in the preſent Conjuncture, a Body of Troops which 
is moſt capable of harraſſing him: That Exgland, France, 
and Holland are, in Caſe of an Attack on their Dominions, 
to aſſiſt each other, and furniſh their reſpective Quota's 3 
and, in Conſequence of theſe Engagements, the French have 
_ augmented their Troops above 30,000 Men, and the Dutch 
24000, and have likewiſe Foreign Troops in their Pay; 
and that the Expence of 12,000 Engliſb would be much 
greater than that of 12,000 Heſtans, and that this Expence 

for one Year may prevent a War. Then the Queſtion be- 
ing put, it was reſolv'd in the Negative, Contents 21, Not- 


» 


Contents 80. 


Difſentient' | | 

Proteſt on the LI Becauſe we think the maintaining Foreign Troops in 
ſaid Motion's our Pay, where we have no Territory, and not only when 
e, in the we have no War, but immediately after a Peace concluded 
* with one of the moſt conſiderable Powers in Europe, whilit 
| we are in Alliance with Holland, and are in ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip with France, the molt conſiderable Power of all, is a 
Policy, that before this Inſtance of it cannot be parallel'd, 
as far as we can recolleR, in all our Annals, and muſt be 
owing to the Advice of Miniſters leſs cautious and leſs con- 
cerned for the true Intereſt of this Kingdom than their Duty 
obliged them to be ; and we cannot, out of the Regard we 

owe to our Poſterity, conſent to it. | 7 
IT. Becauſe. the Importance of the Service, in which 
they are deſigned to be employ'd, does no Way appear to 
us, and we fear it may create an Apprehenſion that they 
may be intended for Purpoſes that do not concern Great DI 
Britain; which is a Jealouſy (however ill founded) that we 
are perſuaded from his Majeſty's Goodneſs he will always 
be inclined to prevent for his People's ſake; and his Coun- 
fellors, we think, ovght, if poſſible, to prevent, for their 


own: 
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III. Becauſe, we think, it would be an unreaſonable anno 3. Geo, II, 
Burthen upon the People at any Time, but we look upon 1730. 
it to be particularly ſo at this, whilſt we are ſtill heavily FOR 
loaded with an immenſe National Debt, ſevere annual 
Taxes, oppreſſive and perpetual Exciſes, and have had of 
late the additional Misfortune of an unuſual and exceſſive 
Dearneſs of almoſt all Neceſſaries for Living 3 whilſt our 
Commerce, we cannot but fear, has heen declining for ſome 
Vears, and many valuable Branches of it running into other 
Channels, from whence we have but little Expectation of 
ever deriving them again into our own ; when the dubious 
and unhappy Situation of Affairs, under which we have la- 
bour'd of late, has reduced many ſubſtantial Merchants to 
Poverty, and has been productive of other ill Conſequences 
that, we apprehend, will be ſenſibly felt for ſome Time 
by the whole Nation; when the Sum which is to be al- 
lowed for the Maintainance of theſe Troops is at leaſt Six 
Pence in the Pound on every landed Man's Eftate in Eng/and; 
and when we ayowedly pay, at the ſame Time, greater 
Subſidies to qther foreign Princes than our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, in our Opinion, can well bear, or than any wiſe 
Reaſons of State ſeem to require. Ae rap 

IV. Becauſe it does not appear to us, that his Majeſty, 
either in any Speech or by any Meſſage, has demanded any 


| Supply for what ſeems to us ſo extraordinary a Charge: 


and he ſeems not to think them neceſſary for our Safety at 
home, ſince he has lately diſbanded ſome of our own; and 
we cannot find we are under any direct Stipulation to main- 
tain them for the Safety of our Allies Abroad, who notwith- 
ſtanding the various Engagements and Multiplicity of Trea- 
ties, with which we have, within the Compaſs of a few 
Years, moſt incautiouſly (as we fear) entangled ourſelves, 
have no Right to require Succours from us, till by ſome 
Moleſtation or hoſtile Attack the publick Tranquility is di- 
ſturbed; which Misfortune may ſtill (as we hope) be pre- 
vented, if ſuch Meaſures are taken as it becomes able and 
upright Stateſmen always to purſue; if the Reputation of 
our Wiſdom and Power is alone ſufficient (as it ought to be) 
to procure us equal and uſeful Alliances (and it always will 
be, when the Affairs of the Kingdom are adminiſter'd as 
they ought to be) and if to ſave our Friends from Dangers 
hat perhaps are only imaginary, we do not run into real 
ones ourſelves. | 


Berkſhire, Scarſdale, Straſford, Coventry, Huntingdon, 
Northampton, Montjoy, Craven, Plymouth, Maynard, 
Boyle, Oxford and Mortimer, Abingdon, ſylesford, Ni.. 
loughby de Broke, Litchfield, Goaver. | | 

May 


„ 
Anno 3. Geo. II. May 15. The King prorogued the Parliament to the 14th of 
1730. Fuly: They were afterwards prorogued to the 2 Iſt of Zanuary. 


The Parliament 48 44 . &. 4+ c · r cx 4 44-4 4 ye v 4b &. .. 44.4 
prorogued. 
The FouxrTH SESSION of the FIRST PaR- 
LIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 


N the 21ſt of Fanuary the King opened the Seſſion 
1 () with a Speech to both Houſes, wherein, after taking 
dreſs of Thanks Notice of the uncertain State of Affairs in Europe, 
for the King's his Majeſty deſir'd their Aſſiſtance to enable him to make 
Speech at open- good his Engagements with his Allies, for putting in Exe- 
| — * Fourth cution the Treaty of Seville. 8 | 

as 8 The King being withdrawn, the Duke of Dewonſbire (a) 
D. of Devonſhire. mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks, and to aſſure his Majef- 
| ty, that they would enable him to make good his Engage- 
Ld Carteret, ments: Hereupon the Lord Carteret (5) moved for a Clauſe 
to be added to the Addreſs, viz. Humbly to beſeech his Ma- 
jeſty, not to enter into any Meaſures for carrying on a War 
. againſt the Emperor on the Rhine, or in Flanders. His Lord- 
E. of Winchel- ſhip was ſeconded by the Earls of Vinchelſea and Straf- 
T 1 d. Ford. To this it was anſwer'd by the Dukes of Newcaſtle 
P. of Newcaftle, and Argyle (c), That tho' they knew no Intention of a War 
P. of Argyle. on the Rhine or the Netherlands, yet the telling the Empe- 
ror where he muſt be attack'd, and where not, was, in Mi. 
litary Affairs, the greateſt Abſurdity, and would rather hin- 
der than forward an Accommodation: And that when 
the Emperor came to hear of the zealous Reſolutions of the 
Parliament, for enabling his Majeſty to make good his En- 
agements with his Allies for putting in Execution the Trea- 
ty of Seville, his Imperial Majeſty would be thereby induc'd 
to comply with the Conditions thereof. Then the Queſtion 
being put upon the Lord Carteret's Motion, it paſſed in the 
Negative by 84 againſt 23. After this the Addreſs, as firſt 
mov'd by the Dake of Devonſhire, was agreed to: And the 

next Day preſented to his Majeſty as follows : | 


Ma Gracious Sovereign | | 
The Addreſs, « E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 


l the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
«* aſſembled, humbly beg Leave to return your Majeſty the 
Thanks of this Houſe for your moſt gracious Speech 

from the Throne. 
© The many fatal Conſequences attending the Treaty of 
Vienna, 


: . ue wr Oo ee oe ions 


t 


G Appointed Lord Privy Seal, 12th June, 1731. | 
b) Late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; ſucceeded therein by the Duke of 
Dorſet in June, 1730. Sha ” 

(c) Maſter-General of the Ordnance, &c, 


ic 


«6 


c 
0 


6 


N A A ®, 


. SY Wd IRE LY 


A R aA a a a 3a M M M a 


0 
4 
c 
o 
« 
6 
Cc 
o 
* 
4 
« 


o 


ic 
1 


- (4.384) 


Vienna, which affected all Europe, but more particularly Anno 4. Geo. II. 
this Nation, could only have been obviated by diflolving 173=37 


that dangerous Union : This the Meaſures formerly taken, 
and the Concluſion of the Treaty of Seville, have not on- 
ly accompliſhed, but have even join d one of the great 
contracting Powers of the Treaty of Vienna, to the Allies 
of the Treaty of Hanover. e 

Vour Majeſty having thus laid a ſure Foundation of the 
publick Tranquility, if the juſt Conditions of the Treaty 
of Seville were complied with, and having, in Purſuance 
of your Engagements with the Allies, uſed all Endeavours 
to obtain that happy End; it is highly our Duty to per- 
ſevere in that Zeal for your Majeſty's Honour, and the 
publick Faith of the Nation, that all the Parties of that 
Treaty, who are under mutual and indiſpenſible Obligati- 
ons for the Execution of it, may find nothing wanting on 
the Part of Great Britain. e . 
We therefore humbly beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, 
that the ſame Zeal and Vigour, which has hitherto ap- 
peared in this Houſe, for the Support of your Majeſty and 
your Engagements, ſhall continue to be ſo manifeſt, in all 
our Proceedings, to the contending Powers Abroad, that 
there ſhall as little Doubt remain, to the utmoſt of our 
Power, of your Majeſty's being fully enabled in all Events 
to procure Satisfaction to your Allies, if Force ſhould 
be neceſſary, as there is of your Majeſty's known Inclina- 
tion, from a Tenderneſs to your People, and Concern 
for the Peace of Europe, to prevent by any juſt Accomo- 
dation the bad Conſequences of a general Rupture. 
We ſhall, in the mean Time, give all poſſible Diſpatcly 
to the publick Buſineſs, and whenever your Majeſty 
ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to ask our farther Advice and 
Aſſiſtance, this Houſe will come to ſuch Reſolutions as 
become dutiful and faithful Subjects, tender of the Effuſi- 
on of Blood, and the Expence of publick Treaſure, but 
unalterably ſteady in maintaining the Honour of the Na- 
tion, and the ſacred Faith due to publick Treaties ; ever 
mindful that we owe the Enjoyment of our happy Conſti- 
tution to the Settlement of the Crown in your preſent 
Majeſty's Royal Family, and contributing all that is in 
our Power, that your Majeſty may long wear it with Eaſe 
and Honour, undiſturbed by Enemies, at Home or Abroad.” 


To which his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. : 
My Lords, | 


1 Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addreſs. The The King's An- 
enabling me to fulfil my Engagements with my Allies ſwer. 


in all Events, will not only effectually ſecure and con- 
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Anno 4. Geo. II.! tinue to my People the Advantages ſtipalated for then 
1730-31. „ by Treaties, but may greatly contribute to the obtaining 

| ce of a general Pacification.”  _. KD. 


Feb. 20. A Bill from the Commons, Far making mort 
_— on the ęffectual the Laws in being for diſabling Perſons from be. 
fo — 0 H. ing choſen Members of, or fitting or voting in the Houſe of 
of Commons. Commons, who have any Penſion during Pleaſure, or for any 
Number of Years, or any Offices holden in Truſt for them; 
by obliging Perſons hereafter to be choſen to ſerve for the 
Commons in Parliament to take the Oath therein mentioned; 
was read the firſt Time, and order'd to be read a ſecond 

Time on the 2d of March. „ Se 
Accordingly the Bill, being then read a ſecond Time, 
D. of Newcaftle, Ocaſion'd a great Debate. The Dukes, of Newcaſtle and 
D. of Argyle. Argyle, and the Earl of 7/ay, who oppos'd the Bill, urg'd, 
of Ilay. That in caſe ſuch a Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, it would 
| not be in the Power of the Crown to reward thoſe who 
had done fignal Services to the Publick, without at the 
fame Time diſabling them to ſerve their Country as Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, which was moſt unreaſon- 
able; for a Man who had before ſerved the Publick fo 
well, as to deſerve not only the Thanks of the People, but 
a Reward from the Crown, was in their Opinion the moſt 
proper Perſon to be entruſted by the People in Parliament: 
That many of thoſe Poſts that are for Life required fo cloſe 
an Attendance, that the Perſons who enjoy'd them could 
not ſtay for any Time at Zondor, or attend the Bufineſs of 
Parliament ; and that there were many other Places, the 
Poſſeſſors of which were by the Laws then in Being diſabled 
from being Members of the Houſe of Commons : That the 
Variety of the Publick Buſineſs made it neceſſary to em- 
ploy ſo many Gentlemen of Character and Education, that 
it was not in the Power of the Crown to provide ſufficient 
Rewards for all thoſe who had ſerved the Publick faith- 
fully in their reſpective Stations, without giving Penſions to 
ſome, till an Opportunity offer'd for providing better for 
them; and it would be hard to exclude any Man from ſerving 
his Country in Parliament, only becauſe the Crown, which 
was the Diſtributer of Publick Rewards as well as Puniſh 
ments, had ſhewn a due Senſe of his paſt Services; That 
fuch a Method would be a depriving the Publick of it 
moſt faithful Servants, which would tend to the Peſtruction 
. of the Commonwealth in general, inſtead of contributing 

to the Support of the Liberties of the People.“ 

That they could find no ſufficient Proviſion in the Bil 
then before them for preventing Bribery and Corruption, 
which was the Evil they intended to guard againſt ; _ 


„ 


good Van would take a Bribe from any NMiniſter with an Anno 4. Ces. li. 
Intention to betray his Country; any Man that would do 1730-31. 
ſo muſt be an abandoned Wretch, and every one knew how = 


little Regard ſuch Men had for any Declaration upon Oath, 
where no Witneſſes could be brought to prove the contrary 
of what they ſwore: So that in their Opinion the Bill as 
it then ſtood might give occaſion for a great deal of Perjury, 
without contributing in the leaſt to prevent the Evil it was 
intended againſt; and therefore they could not but be a- 
gainſt a Bill, which they foreſaw might do a great deal of 
Miſchief, without doing the leaſt Good. 3 


The Biſhop of Bangor e ſpoke againſt the Bill. His Lord- By of Banger. 


ſhip alledg'd, That though this Bill + at firſt Sight ſeem'd 
1740; ' F e 


* Dr Sherlock, tranſlated to Sarum in Oct. 1734, in the room of Dr 
Hoadley, who was tranſlated to Wincheſter, on the Death of Dr Willis. 

+ This Speech made ſuch a Noije without Doors, that immediately. 
aſter the Seſſion was up, a Letter was printed in the News-Papers in Ju- 
ſtiſication of it, dated from Cambridge, April 27, 1731. The Writer 
of which proceeds thus, --- If a great Appearance of Zeal againſt Bri- 
bery and Corruption were a certain Sign of Integrity, I ſhould felicitate 
you upon our preſent State of Purity. But he who cries SToy TuiEr 
loudeſt, is not always the honeſteſt Man in the Crowd. Knaves gare 
not, and honeſt Men will not defend Corruption; and hence comes the 
general Conſent in ſuch Caſes.” | 1 FO +; 

© But the preſent Queſtion is not, whether Bribery is a bad Thing, or 
no; which neither the honeſt nor diſhoneſt Part of the Nation will di- 
ſpute with you. The ſingle Point is, whether the Method, propoſed to 
ſtop Bribery, be an effectual Method, and conſiſtent with our Conſtitution. 

To clear this to myſelf, and to know upon what Grounds ſome of 
unblemiſh*d Characters oppoſed a late Bill, commonly called a Bill againſt 
Bribery and Corruption; I got with ſome Difficulty one of the printed 
Bills, with the Blanks filled up. As I heard that it related to Places, 
Penſions, and all Rewards and Gratuities whatever from the Crown, I 
read it in full Expectation of finding every Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons made incapable of taking or receiving in his own' Name, or in 
Truft, any Place, Penſion, Reward or Gratuity whatever. But to my 
very great Surprize, I found nothing like it. The Bill creates no new 
Incapacity ; and had it paſſed into a Law, any Member notwithſtanding. 
might have taken any Reward, or any Gratuity from the Crown, which 
he could obtain. How then are Bribery and Corruption ſhut out ? * _— 

© All that I can find in the Bill is this: —— Every Member of the 
Houſe of Commons is to ſwear to this Effect: That he will not, di- 
« reQly, or indireQly, take or receive any Reward or Gratuity,” (I 
will confine myſelf to this Part of the Bill) © from the Crown, during 
© the Time of his being a Member: Or, that if he does receive any Gra- 
© tuity or Reward, he will declare it to the Houſe of Commons within 
© fourteen Days. If any Member neglects ar refuſes to take this Oath ; 
* or, if taking a Gratuity or Reward afterwards, he does not declare it 
© to the Houſe, he is made ſubject to the Pains and Penalties of Per- 
© jury, &c.* The ſame Proviſion extends to Places and Penſions.” 

* The Whole, you ſee, comes to This : The Members may take 
what Rewards, what Gratuities they pleaſe, provided they declare what 
they take within fourteen Days to the Houſe of Commons.” 2 | 

_ © You, and every Man muſt naturally ask, what is to be done in Con- 
ſeqvence of this Declaration? To this Queſtion I can give no poſitive ; 
Anſwer ; 


| CREE CE 25 

Anno 4. Geo. II. to be a ſelf-denying Bill; and, to ſome particular Member: 
1730-1. might perhaps prove ſo: Vet he ſuſpected the Commons, 
conſider'd as a Houſe of Parliament, would find in it a 

very great Enlargement of Power : 'That whatever tends 

| ad 


Anſwer ; for here the Bill ſtops ſhort, and gives not the leaſt Intimation 
of the Uſe to be made of this Declaration : And yet can it be thought 
that no Uſe is to be made of it? and that the whole Bill means no- 
thing? f 
0 Conſider then, whatever Uſe is to be made, it muſt be by the Houſe 
of Commons only. There the Declaration is to be made; And it 
would, I ſuppoſe, be a Breach of Privilege for any Perſon in this King- 
dom to take Cognizance of what paſſes there. Beſides, the Uſe muſt be 
Diſcretionary and Arbitrary ; for there is nothing in the Bill to direct, 
much leſs to limit the Uſe to be made of this Declaration. Suppoſe now 
any Houſe of Commons hereafter ſhould refer the Confideration of all ſuch 
Declarations to the Committee of Ele&ions ; there the Merit of the Per- 
ſon who receives, the View and Deſign of the Crown who gives the Re- 
ward, muſt come in Queſtion 3 and though they ſhould be judged of 
there, and determined with the ſame Honour and Juſtice (and I make 
no doubt but they would) that Elections are, yet nevertheleſs I fear the 
Conſequence of erecting ſuch a Judicature would be injurious to the 
Conſtitution, ? i ; 
© We have had ſeveral Laws to render Perſons under certain Circum- 
ances incapable of Offices of Truſt; but in all ſuch Caſes, the Incapa- 
city reſts upon the Subject; the Honour andDignity of the Crown are ſa- 
ved, and not expoſed to the Cenſure and Judgment of the People : I re- 
member no Law that leaves the Crown at Liberty to give, and ſets 
up a Judicature to condemn or approve the Gift. I apprehend ſuch a 
Power in the Subject to be abſolutely inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution z 
and that it is every where a Branch of the ſupreme Power ; and 
that wherever it is placed, it muſt neceſſarily draw the Supreme 
Power to it. We have Inftances in our own Hi , When Powers of 
this Sort have been aſſumed ; but never, I think, without ending in the 
Ruin of the Crown. Once too the Houſe of Lords, by this and the like 
Methods, loſt their very Being; and is it to be wonder'd at, if they are 
jealous of every Approach, every Tendency to the ſame Power in the 
Houſe of Commons ? * 
© You may think, perhaps, that I carry this Matter too far; and that 
the Commons could have no ſuch Meaning as this. I am as willing to 
think honourably of the Commons of Great Britain, as you are. But con- 
ſider, Laws are not to be made upon a Preſumption that Men will be 6 
honeſt as not to abuſe them; nor is it enough to ſay, that they who 
propoſe the Law, mean no Harm by it. It muſt be conſidered, not on- 
ly what is intended by a Law at preſent, but alſo what Uſe may poſſibly 
be made of it hereafter. And can any Man pretend to ſay, that no 
Houſe of Commons hereafter will ever ground any partial Proceedings on 
this Bill ? And if any Houſe of Commons ſhould, who can hinder them ? 
It will be too late to complain, when the Caſe happens; which, when- 
ever it happens, will be remedileſs. In ſome Inftances it may be right 
to paſs Laws in Hopes of good Succeſs, and with a View of in 
them, if they ſhould not anſwer the End propoſed : Bat in the preſent 
Caſe, where the Conſequence to be feared is a new Power unknown to 
cur Conſtitution z a kind cf Supreme Judicature to ariſe in the Houſe of 
Commons; if ſuch Conſequence ſhould prove real, how ſhall the Evil be 
cured ? Do you think the Law would be eaſily repealed ? That the 
Commons would conſent to give up the Power, after they had found 
| what 


| „ 
to break the Balance between the Powers eflential to this Anno 4. Geo. II. 


Conſtitution, muſt ſooner or later prove the Ruin of the 
Whole: That an independent Houſe of Commons, or an 
independent Houſe of Lords, was as inconſiſtent with our 
Conſtitution, as an independent, that is abſolute King: That 

1731. | __ Whoever 


what Strength it gave them ? I am afraid, Not : And therefore Bills. of 
this Kind are not to be paſſed to try Experiments; or upon probable Pre- 
ſumptions that they may not be abuſed : For ſhould the Experiment miſ- 
carry, and the Preſumption fail, it might prove fatal to the Conſtitution, 
and be an Evil never to be removed. 

© Conſider farther : If this Power ſhould ever be allowed, how far it 
will extend. It muſt go to all Rewards and Gratuities whatever, receiv'd 
directly or indirectly, by any Member of the Houſe of Commons. I 
think there is nothing in the Power of the Crown to give or grant, but 
may be taken in under theſe general Words. There are great Cffices in 
the Kingdom, which, as the Law now ſtands, do not diſqualify thoſe 
who hold them from fitting in the Houſe of Commons. But if you con- 
ſider them as Rewards or Gratuities given by the Crown, (and what ſhall 
hinder their being fo conſidered ? ) they muſt be affected by this Bill, 
and they who hold them, made ſubject to ſuch Scrutiny and diſcretionary 

udgment, as ſhall t any Time, in Conſequence of this Bill, be exer- 

ciſed in the Houſe of Commons. ; 

© If the Relation of a Member is advanced to any Office, it may be 
conftrued as 2 Reward, indirectly at leaſt to the Member, and he made 
anſwerable to the Houſe under the Suſpicion of Bribery. And conſidering 
how numerous the Relations of the beſt Families are, how often the 


Subject ſtands in need of the Favour of the Crown for the Pardon of Of- 


fences, for the Remitting of Fines, or Forfeitures, for renewing Leaſes, 
Grants, Patents, and the like; it will always be in the Power of a 
Majority to fix the Guilt of Bribery upon thoſe who are nat in their Fa- 
vour, and either to turn ſuch Members out as corrupt Men, or by the 
Terror of ſuch Uſage make them ſubſervient to their own Ends. ? 
© There is little Difference between a Power to give Places, and a 
Power to approve or diſapprove the Gift of them by another. What muſt 
this Power be in the Hands of the Commons, joined to the ſole Right 
they claim of giving Money, to the Right of determiaing all diſputed E- 
ieCtions, to the Right of calling to Account every Miniſter and Officer in 
the Kingdom, and to many other Powers now, and anciently exerciſed 
by the Commons? Muſt they not grow too great to be controul'd or 
check'd by the other Branches of the Legiſlature ? And may they not, in 
ſuch a Plenitude of Power, think the Houſe of Lords to be (what in 
ſuch Cafe it properly would be) of no Uſe ? Should a Republican Spirit 
ever poſſeſs a Houſe of Commons, inveſted with ſuch uncontroulable 
Power, (and what has been, may be again) how long could our ancient 
Cs on which our Religion, Liberties and Properties depend, 
ubſiſt ? / | x 
© Upon this View, which J have given you of the Bill, and its Con- 
ſequences, it will not be hard for you to apply properly the Words of a 
learned Prelate, (one too long, and too well known in this Univerſity, 
to be ſuſpected here to be a Pleader for Bribery and Corruption) and to 
ſee upon what Foundation the Apprehenſion therein expreſs'd of an In- 
dependency to accrue from this Bill, to the Houſe of Commons, was 


grounded. | 

This Writer then aſſures Us the Speech as above-cited, was in the 
very Words the Biſhop ſpoke 5 and concludes, * What think you, 
Sir? Are they either empty Sounds, or capable of the wicked Con- 
Aructi on that has been put upon them? 8 | 


1730=3I, 
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Anno4. Ceo. II. whoeyer loves the Liberties and Laws of his Country, would 
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E. of Winchel- 
ea 

Lud Carteret. 
Ld Bathurſt, 


no more deſire to ſee one than the other. Let Bribery be 
puniſhed, added his Lordſhip, let Corruption be puniſhed, 
but not by giving ſo much Strength' to one Power of this 
Conſtitution, as ſhall make it able to overbear the reſt.” 
The Earl of Vinchelſea, the Lord Carteret, and Lord 
Bathurſt ſpoke for the Bill, and infiſted much upon the 
Dangers accruing from Bribery and Corruption; they ſhew- 
ed that the Roman Common-Wealth had been thereby ruin- 
ed, and that the Roman Emperors govern'd as arbitrarily and 
tyrannically, with Conſent and Approbation of the Roman 
Senate, by the Means of Bribery and Corruption, as if there 
had been no Senate at all : That the endeavouring to pre- 
vent corrupting the Members of the Houſe of Commons was 
doing no Injury, or offering any Affront to the Crown; but, 
upon the Contrary, it was providing for the Honour and 
Safety of the Crown; for it was not to be ſuppoſed that the 
Crown would ever bribe or corrupt the Members of the 
Houſe of Commons: That that Houſe was the grand In- 
queſt of the Nation, from whom the Crown was to receive 


Information of all the Complaints and Demands of the 


People: That the Safety of the Crown depended upon the 
Affections of the People, and it being impoſlible to preſerve 
their AﬀeCtions, without a thorough Knowledge of their 
Complaints and Deſires, it was therefore for the Intereſt of 
the Crown, that the Channel, through which ſuch Informa- 
tion was to be convey d, ſhould remain pure and incorrupt. 

© That Bribery and Corruption were never to be dreaded, 
nor would ever be put in Practice but by Princes of an arbi- 
trary and tyrannical Diſpoſition, or by wicked Miniſters 
who were reſolved to plunder the Nation, and would there- 
fore give Hundreds to ſuch as would itoop to be their Tools 
and Apents, in order that they might ſqueeze Thouſands 
from the People: None but ſuch wicked Men would ever 
endeavour to bribe any Man, or to prevail upon him to be- 
tray his Truſt ; againſt Such the People ought always to 
be upon their Guard; by ſuch even this Nation had ſuffer- 
ed, and therefore they ha the more Reaſon to take all poſ- 
ſible Care to prevent the like for the future: That tho 
this Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, the Crown would ſtill have 
Power enough to reward thoſe who had deſerved well of 
their Country; for there were Sine-cure Places enough in 
the Kingdom, of Honour and Profit for Life, to reward all 


| thoſe who had done any real Service to their Country, unleſs 


it was to be ſuppoſed, which they hoped would never be the 
Caſe, that every Man was to have a Reward, who voted in 
Parliament which ever Way the Miniſters of the Crown 
pleaſed to direct him: But that in Caſe there ſhould be any 
%%% a Vs vp Cn pit in * Deficiericy 


( 45 % 1 
Deficiency, the Crown had it in their Power to give ſuch Anno 4. Geo. II. 
Reward as they thought proper, by granting a Penſion for , 3739-37 
Liſe to the Perſon who had done any ſignal Service to the 

Publick, without ſubjecting him to any of the Forfeitures 

or Diſabilities in that Bill or any former Law contained; 

and thoſe who had done any ſuch fignal Service deſerved 

2 Proviſion for Life, in caſe they ſtood in Need of it, and 

not to be left depending for their daily Bread upon the Whim 

of a Miniſter.” +. CE a an | | e 

That as to the Method for preventing Bribery and Cor- 

ruption propoſed by the Bill then before them, they wiſhed 

that any Method more effectual could be contrived, bu t it's 

not being in their Power to contrive a Method, which 

might be called an effectual and abſolute Bar to the great E- 

vil of Bribery and Corruption, was no Reafon why they 

ſhould refuſe the Method that was, or any Method that 

could be propoſed : That they were ſorry to find the Sanctity 

of Oaths ſo much ridiculed and neglected, as they feared they 

were in the preſent Age; but they hoped it could be no Crime 

in them to lay a Man under the Neceſſity of being guilty of 

Perjury, before he could be guilty of the other Crime of be- 

traying his Country : Few Men, they ſaid, became at once 


| wholly abandon'd, and the Horror of being guilty of a falſe 


Oath might perhaps have more Weight with ſome Men, than 
the Horror of being guilty of a Breach of Truſt, which is 
a Crime of ſuch a Nature, that the Guilt of it is not al- 
ways apparent at the Time it is committed: That even the 
moſt wilful Betrayers of their Country are ſeldom ſenſible of 
the fatal Conſequences of their Treachery, till they find 
themſelves involv'd in the Ruin that they have brought upon 
their Country,” 2 ER eh ll. | 

The Earl of Strafford ſaid, * That tho' ſome Men might 
be hardy enough to declare a Falſity upon Oath, where there 
was no Man preſent, who, as they thought, knew, the con- 
trary, yet, he believed, no Man would have Aſſurance e- 
nough to declare upon Oath, that he had no Penſion, in the 
very Face of the Man who paid him his Money, and who, 
upon hearing ſuch a Declaration, muſt know and muſt think 
him a moſt abandon'd Villain; for no Man could well bear to 
be thought or known a downright Villain even by his great- 
eſt Enemy, and far leſs by his Boſom Friend“ And, in 
Anſwer to the Biſhop of Bangor's Argument, his Lordſhip 
urg'd, © That he was as far as any Man from having the 
leaſt Thought of weakening that legal Dependence, which 
each of the Branches of our Conſtitution had upon the other 
two, 'nor could they find any ſuch Tendency in the Bill be- 
fore them : What they were for, and what every good Chri- 
ſtian muſt be for, was all that was or could be intended by 
Mo OT Br: | | that 


E. of Strafford. ö 


Anno 4. Geo. II. that Bill, and that was to prevent any pernicious and cor- 
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er: That tho' it was provided by the Bill, that any Member 


poſſible that ever the Houſe of Commons could, from any 


only to determine, whether the accepting of ſuch a Gratu- 


( 46 ) 


rupt Dependence of the Houſe of Commons upon the Ser- 
vants or Miniſters of the Crown: He inſiſted That there was 
no Clauſe in that Bill, that could ever give Occaſion to the 
Houſe of Commons to aſſume any new or extraordinary Pow. 


refuſing to take the Oath therein mentioned, ſhould, by 
ſuch Refuſal, forfeit his Seat in Parliament; it was only ſub- 
jecting the Member to a Forfeiture, but giving no new Power 
to the Houſe, except that of adminiſtring the Oath; for if 
the Member had no Penſion, he might freely take the Oath, 
and if he had ſuch Penſion, he was by former Laws declar- 
ed incapable of having a Seat in Parliament; fo that all that 
was new in this Bill was only a new Method of diſcovering, 
whether or no a Man was capable of being a Member by the 
ſtanding Laws of the Realm : That as to the other Part of 
the Bill, whereby a Member is obliged to declare to the Houſe 
when he receives any Gratuity, &c. from the Crown, the 
Houſe of Commons had no new Power given them by the 
Bill, but only the Power of receiving ſuch Declaration ; for 
if the Gratuity that he had received from the Crown did 
not diſable him from continuing a Member by former Laws, 
the Houſe could not, by any Clauſe in this Bill, proceed to 
determine that to be an Incapacity, which was not declared 
ſo by former diſabling Laws; and whether a Man be by 
Law under any Incapacity of being a Member, was always 
under the proper Cognizance of that Houſe, and could not 
belong to any other Judicature whatever : That it was not 


Words in that Bill, afſume a Power of judging or determi- 
ning whether any Perſon receiving a Gratuity from the 
Crown, deſerved ſuch a Gratuity or no ; or that they could 
draw any other Conſequences from ſuch a Declaration, but 


ity or Reward came under any of the diſabling Laws in 
Being ; and without ſuch Declaration, wherever the Houſe 
could prove that any Man accepted of an Office or Gratu- 
ity, which ſubjected him to any legal Incapacity, they were 
the Judges, and could declare his Seat in Parliament vacant 
by the Laws formerly enacted ; ſo that in this Caſe alſo all 
that was intended by the Bill then before them was, a new 
Method of diſcovering whether any of their Members, had 
fallen under the Deſcription of any of the former Laws for 
diſabling Perfons from ſitting or voting in the Houſe of Com- 
mons : That theſe diſabling Laws were certainly thought 
reaſonable, otherwiſe they would have been repealed : That 
the Incapacities introduced by theſe Laws were neceſſary for 
the Preſervation of our Conſtitution 3 and if the Methods 

formerly 


| (C477 8 

ſormerly provided were not ſufficient for diſcovering of thoſe Anno 4. Geo. II. 
Incapacities, new Methods muſt be contrived, which was the 7739-31 
only Intention of the Bill then before them. _— 33 IL 

'The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put, That the The penſion- 
Bill be committed; which was reſolved in the Negative. Bill rejected. 
Then the Queſtion being put, That the ſaid * Bill he rejec- 
ted; it was reſolved in the Affirmative. | © 


Diſſentient', | 

I. Becauſe the Reaſons which were entered on our Jour- Proteſt thereon, 
nals laſt Seſſion for the Commitment, and againſt. the Rejec- | 
ting of this Bill, can, in our Judgment, have nothing of 
Weight ſaid againſt them, as we think they want little to 
be added to them; tho' they ſeem to us to be ſtrengthened 
on this Occaſion, leſt our ſecond Refuſal to concur with the 
Houſe of Commons, in what ſolely regards their own 
Members, and without any Arguments offered to them in a 
Parliamentary Way for that Refuſal, ſhould be ok'd upon 
by them as unkind, if not unprecedented Treatment; and 
ſhould, in the Opinion of many diſintereſted Lovers of our 
ancient Frame of Government, too juſtly create in them a 
Reſentment that might interrupt the Harmony between the 
two Houſes, which 1s neceſſary for carrying on the moſt im- 
portant Affairs of the Nation. . 

II. Becauſe the Commons ſeem'd to think this Bill is 
wanted; and, we are perſuaded, it is earneſtly deſired by the 
People, and ſo wiſely contrived, by a folemn and ſtrict 
Oath of Purgation, to guard againſt ſecret Corruption in 


Ri that Place, where, if ever it ſhould be prevalent its Con- 
* ſequences would be moſt pernicious and extenſiye, that, we 
1d fear, we ſhould be expoſed to ſome uncharitable Suſpicions, 
* if we did not, in this moſt authentick Manner the Conſtitu- 


tion of Parliament will allow, from a becoming Zeal to hin- 
i der the Infection of ſo miſchievous an Evil from ſpreading 


fe among others, give an undeniable Proof that we are untain- 
Ga ted with it ourſelves. | 
re III. Be- 
3 *The only Difference between this Bill, and that rejected the pre- 


ceeding Seſſion, [See p. 30.] is the following Clauſe, That no Perſon 
CW * ſhall be liable to any Diſability, Incapacity, Forfeiture, or Penalty, un- 
ad * leſs Proſecution be commenced within one Year next after the Diſſolu- 
for tion, or other Determination of the Parliament in which fuch Diſabi- 
_ © lity, Incapacity, Forfeiture or Penalty ſhall be incurred; or, in cafe 

* of a Proſecution, unleſs the fame be carried on without wilful Delay.” 
ht This Clauſe was now added by the Commons, to obviate an Objection 
hat made in the Houſe of Lords, viz. That it was unreaſonable that Perſons, 
who had once been Members of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould remam 
liable all their Life after to ſuch ſevere Proſecution, as was 'introduc'd by 
that Bill, ſince it might affect them after a Removal from the lower 
Houle, to a Seat in the Houſe of Lords. 


1 ee 648) | 
| Anno 4. Geo. I. III. Becauſe a Member of Parliament; who is not aſham: 
1730-31. ed to accept a Gratuity for any Service which he is aſham'd 
— — publickly to avow, muſt be conſcious to himſelf, as we fear, 
that he is gailty of an immoral Action; and therefore we con- 
ceive ourſelves not only obliged in Policy, but in Conſcience; 
to yield our Aſnt to a Bill, that, as far as we could appre- 
hend upon the moſt mature and ſerious Reflection, contains 
a proper Expedient in this limited Monarchy, to preſerve 
both the Innocence and Independency of elected Legiſlators; 
and that we had reaſonable Hopes would, in a great Mea- 
ſure, have prevented the Danger of an infamous Breach of 
Truſt of the higheſt Nature, repoſed in every ſingle Member 
of the lower Houſe, for the Benefit of the whole Commu- 
nity; which we think a Crime that ought to be dreaded by 
us, as good Patriots, and that we are bound to abhor as 
ſincere Chriſtians. C „ * - 
IV. Becauſg we cannot, but with Grief of Heart, lament 
the Loſs of that Opportunity, which, by enacting this Bill 
| Into a Law, we affure ourſelves his Majeſty would have em- 
: braced with particular Satisfaction, of demonſtrating to all 
his Subjects, that he is incapable of ſuffering an improper 
Uſe to be made, by any of his Servants, of that large Re- 
venue, which a Parliament, liberal beyond any Example of 
their Predeceſſors, ſo chearfully gave him; or of entertain- 
ing the leaſt Thought himſelf to the Prejudice of the Liber- 
ties or Properties of his. People, by any un juſtiſiable Influ- 
ence on their Repreſentatives. 


Bruce, Berkſhire, Northampton, Phmouth, Bedford, Fulg, 
Gainsborough, Oxford and Mortimer, Willoughby de 
Broke, Gower, Maynard, Abergavenny, Strafford, Tha- 
net, Warrington, Aylesford, Ancaſter, G. S. Lichfield; 
Cadogan, Brifiel, Coventry, Bridgwater, Abingdon, 
Boyle, Bathurſt. | * 


State of the Na- March 11. The State of the National Debt was laid] 
tional Debt, before the Houſe, by which it appears, that on the z iſt of 
December 1729, it ſtood thus, 49, 7 25, 260 J. 145. 8d.. 24. 
Increaſed from December 31,1729, to December 31, 1730, 
55,000 J. Paid off 1,043,900 J. Total on the 31ſt of De 

cember 1730, 48,736,360 J, 14s. 84. 29. a 
Debate on a Bill April 29. The Lords read a firſt Time a Bill, For te 
for importing un- free Importation of Wooll from Ireland into England; the De- 
1 ſign of which was to prevent the clandeſtine Practice of Run 
to England. ning unwrougbt Wooll to France. The Earl of Strafford 
| mov'd to reject it, as a Bill that would be pernicious” to 
E. of Strafford, this Kingdom, ſince the ri would pour in ſuch Quantities 
of Wooll upon us, as would fink the Price of Lands in 
Fe ant England 


C7 | 

England, and raiſe the Poor's Rates, which are much in- Anno 4. Geo; II: 
ereas'd of late Years: The Earl ot * Scarbrough,” Lord Ba- 1731. 
thurſt, and Others, argued the Neceſſity of ſuch an Impor- | e , 
tation, to reſtore our Woollen Trade, and put à Stop to 1 
the French Manufactures of Cloth; and obſerved, That when ; 
the Jriſb came to find a Market for their Wooll in England, 
they would not then think of exporting it to Foreign Parts: 
At laſt it was agreed to read the Bill a ſecond Time: But 
it never paſs'd. 2004-007 4+ {2007 Row; ba | 

May 1. A Motion was made by Lord Bathurft, * That Debate on a Mo- 
an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly to defire tion for an Ad- 
that he would be gracioully pleaſed, for the Eaſe of his avs ** 
Subjects, to give Directions for diſcharging the Heſfan 1 od 2 
Troops now in the Pay of Great Britain. His Lordſhip Forces. 
was ſupported by Lord Carteret, the Earls of Strafford and 1 7 f. 
icbelca, Lord Gower, and Lord Willoughby de Broke, 14 Carteret. 
nt who ſpoke for the Queſtion,” and argued the Neceſſity of E. of Strafford. 


ill diſcharging the ſaid Troops, eſpecially now that a Peace is E. of Winchelſea . 
m- made with the Emperor; and that there is ſo good a Pro- 14 Gower: 

all ſpe& of the other Powers acceding thereto.” But the Dukes 4. 1 by 
Yer of Neaucaſtle and Argyle; the Earls of ay and Scarbroug b, D. of Neweaſtle- 
Ne. and the Lord King alledged, That it was not reaſon- D. of Argyle. 
of able to diſcharge the ſaid Troops, before the Ratification F- of Ilay. _ 
in- was arrived from Vienna, and the principal Powers had ac- E OScarbrough. 


er. ceded thereto ; beſides that his Vlajeſty ought to have te 8 
flu- Merit of diſcharging the: ſaid Troops himſelf,” who it was : 
not to be doubted, would take the firſt Opportunity of ſo 
3 doing, whether he was addreſſed or not: That what was 
ley, chiefly contended for, was perhaps not above a Month's Pay 
de for the ſaid Troops, ſince it was likely that in that Time 
ba- rhey might be diſcharged by his Majeſty ; And that the 
keeping up of theſe Troops had induced the. Emperor to 
on, agree to a Peace.” At laſt the Queſtion being put on a Di- 
; viſion it paſs'd in the Negative, by 73 againſt 22. + | 
k May 3. The Lords in a Committee on the EAglis Law- Debate on the. 
laid Bill, went through the fame after Debate. Thoſe who Engliſh Law-Bill 
t of cre againſt it, alledged, © That great Difficulties would ariſe 
24: 1 tranſ{ating- the Law out of Latir into Engliſß; and in- 
30, lead of being an Eaſe to the People, it might, perhaps, be 
De he Occafion of great Difputes, au multiply Law-Suits, in 
regard to the Interpretation of | Eng/z/h. Words: And the 
the Lord Raymond t, ſaying, * That if the Bill paſs'd, the Lay | 


De- uſt likewiſe be tranſlated into Yelch, ſince many in Wales 14 Raymond, 
Nun nderſtood not Engliſh.” The Duke of A4rg5/e reply d, D. of Argyle. 
nne TT I OS 
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ities * Maſter of the Horſe to the King. 


* F Lord High Chancellor. a 
5 ir 1 Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench: 


* 1 
Anno 4. Geo. II. That the Meaning of the Law had been long underſtood 
17855 by the — thereof, the Judges, and would ſurely 
be ſo when tranſlated: That our Prayers were in our Na- 
tive Tongue that they might be intelligible, and why ſhould 
not the {nn wherein our Lives and Properties are con- 
cern'd be fo, for the ſame Reaſon? His Grace added, That 
he was glad to ſee that the ſaid Lord, perhaps as fr and 
learned as any that ever ſat in that Houſe, had nothing more to 
ofter againſt the Bill than a Joke.” Other Lords inſtanc'd, 
That in the Reign of King EAw.was d III. “, an Act of Par. 
liament paſs d, For having the Laws in Engliſh, and not in 
French, as they then were, for 'the Eaſe of the People. 
After this a Debate aroſe about the Law-Proceedings be- 
| ing wrote in a plain legible Hand, and not in any Court- 
. * Ilay. Hand; wherein the Earl of /ay faid, © That in Scotland 
they had come to that Paſs, that Writs, which were to be 
executed by Sheriffs, were wrote in Characters ſo hard to 
be read, that the Sheriffs knew nothing of the Contents; 
His Lordſhip therefore moved for an Amendment to the Zill, 
viz. © That the Proceedings in the Eæcheguer of Scotland, 
be alſo wrote in a plain legible Hand, which was agreed 
to; as likewiſe that the Records be wrote in the ſame 
Hand as Acts of Parliament are engroſs'd. The next =" 
the Lords read a third Time, and paſs'd the ſaid Bill, and 
ſent it back to the Commons. 
May 7. The King came to the Houle, ad proragudl 


OTOL TOON ESE x CES 


The Parliament 


prorogued. the Parliament to the 27th of Jah: They were after- 
wards, by different Prorogations, eee to the 1 * 4 
January. 


See the Statute of 37, Edward III. Cap. 15. 
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The Fifrta Skss oN of the FRS T PAR- 
LIAMENT of King GEORGE. II. 


N' the 13th of January the King oper! d. the Seſſion 
O with a Speech to both Houfes, and his Majeſty be- 


ing withdrawn, We Earl of Mar cbmont + moved 
for the following Addreſs of Thanks, which was preſented 
the next Day. 


Addreſs of Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
Thanks for the E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal objects, th the : 
ering W Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſem- 

* : bled, come with Hearts full of "Y and Gratitude to 


return 


+ Lord 9 of Scotland, and Privy Counſellor, 


71 
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(81) 
jeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne. 


We ſhould appear inſenſible of our own Happineſs, and 


« diſregardful of the Honour of this Nation, if we-did not 
beg Leave to congratulate your Majeſty, on your having 
made the Crown of Great Britain ſo great and fignal an 
Inſtrument of reſtoring and ſecuring the general I ranqui- 
« lity of Europe, and that in a Manner the moſt advanta- 


geous and molt honourable to this Kingdom: Such is the 


« Succeſs we may juſtly expect will ever attend the Mea- 
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ſures of your Majeſty, purſuing ſteadily the true Intereſt 
of your People, and aſſiſted with the Advice and Support 
of a Britiſb Parliament. | 

« Your Majeſty. has been graciouſly pleaſed to recapitulate 
the ſeveral "Treaties and Negotiations framed and carried 
on, during many Years paſt, for the adjuiting the different 
Intereſts and interfering Views of the great Powers of 
Europe, which, though calculated with the greateſt Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice for fo deſirable an End, have, through 
a long Scene of violent Contentions, met with thoſe una- 
voidable Delays, which your Majeity, in Tenderneſs to 
your Subjects, and out of an Anxiety for their Happineſs, 
has ſo often been pleaſed to regret from the Throne. We 
have now the great Satisfaction to obſerve, that thoſe very 
Difficulties and Diſtractions, thoſe jarring and contending 
Intereſts, oppoſite to the publick Good, and to each other, 
have, by your Majeſty s wiſely improving each critical 
Conjuncture, by reconciling mutual Pretenſions and Claims, 
or by defeating and diſuniting dangerous Leagues and 
Conjunctions, and above all, by an uninterrupted Perſe. 
verance in maintaining the Rights and Poſſeſſions of this 
Kingdom, been each made ſubſervient and contributing, 
in various Ways, to the great Work of Peace, which your 


Majeſty has ſo long laboured to procure for us, and has 


now happily accompliſhed. e 

Ihe Difficulties that attended the Execution of the 
Treaty of Seville, without coming to an open Rupture, 
and truſting to the uncertain Event of War, ſo much the 


* Grounds of juſt Concern and Apprehenſions in ſome, and 


of ſecret Hopes, or even Boaſts of others, have been en- 
tirely removed, with the expreſs Conſent of thoſe Princes, 


who alone claimed a Right to oppoſe it, and who have 


themſelves become Parties in the making it effectual; and 
iuch have been the happy Conſequences of your Majeſty's 
Meaſures, that the molt ſucceſsful War, in which as Ex- 
perience teaches us the Profperous do not always reap 
the Advantage, could, at the Expence of the Blood and 
9ST. G 2 | FTreaſare 


c return the humble Thanks of this Houſe for your Ma- Anno 5. Ges. II. 


1731-32. 
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Anno 3. Geo.1I, * Treaſure of this Nation, have produced only that quiet 
1731-32. and juſt Balance of Power, which your Majeſty, by Nego- 
— <5 tiations, and juſt and honourable Treaties, has'eftabliſhed, 
© Your Majeſty has not only given immediate Peace to 
your Kingdoms, and extinguiſhed thoſe Flames that muſt 
very ſoon have embroiled all Exrope, but in the finiſhing 
this glorious Deſign has carried, yet farther your great 
Views for the publick Tranquility, by framing and con- 
cluding the late Treaty of Vienna; whereby the Danger 
which too evicently appeared likely to ariſe, or new Dif- 
ferences and Confuſions upon future Events, are, as far as 
human Prudence can operate, obviated and prevented, 
without entring into any Engagements contrary to former 
Treaties, or having a Tendency to raiſe or depreſs any 
Power abroad: And it is from this happy Situation of Af. 
fairs, we may reaſonably hope, that by our duly ſup- 
porting and defending your Majeſty's Government at 
home, Great Britain, inſtead of being neceſſarily involved 
in new Troubles and Convulſions, may with Safety, Eaſe, 
and Honour, ſhare with our Allies the happy Benefits of 
a general Peacc. f | © HY 
© The whole Series of your Majeſty's Actions had already 
proclaimed the gracious Declaration, which your Majeſty 
in your great Goodneſs has been pleaſed to make from 
the Throne, That the Safety of the Crown and of the 
People is mutual, and that their Intereſts are inſeparable. 
This lays. us under the higheſt Obligations to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that we will proceed in diſcharging the Truſt re- 
poſed in us, with ſuch Temper and unanimous Zeal for 
the publick Good, as becomes a Houſe of Parliament, 
truly faithful and affectionate to the Prince that reigns 
over them, fully ſenſible that our Rights and Liberties 
depend on the Strength and Security of your Majeſty's 
Government, and endeavouring to merit, in ſome Mea: 
* ſure, the Bleſſings we enjoy.“ 


\ 


* 
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To this his Majeſty gave the following Anſwer. 


My Lords, f | 
His Majeſty's © T Thank you for this affectionate and loyal Addreſs. As 
Anſwer, Ka the Intereſts of my People, and the ſecuring the Peace 


« and Balance of Power in Europe, has been my chief Care 
« and Concern, the Satisfaction you ſhew in the Succeſs 
« of my Endeavours cannot but be extreamly acceptable 
to me. | 
* You may depend upon my Favour and ProteCtion ; 

« and 1 am perſuaded I may always rely upon your Duty 
ab. 


„ 

Feb. 17. A Meſſage was brought from the Houſe of Com- Anno 5.Geo. II. 
mons by Mr Sandys and others, with a Bill entitled, Au 13132. 
Aa for making more effetual the Laws in being for diſabling 
Perſons from being choſen Members of, or fitting or voting in 
tbe Houſe of Commons, who have any Penſion during Plea- 
re, or for any Number of Tears, or any Offices held in 
truſt for them ; to which they deſire the Concurrence of |, on the 
this Houſe, | © "ER 8 hs Penfion-Bill. 

After reading the Bill, the Lord De la War *. ſtood up 
and ſpoke as follows; | I. De la War. 

My Lords, ; A] We gn 

I find that the Bill which has been now read to your 
Lordſhips, is to the very ſame Purpoſe, and almoſt in the 
very ſame Words with that which has already been twice 
refuſed by your Lordſhips ; and therefore I cannot but look 
upon the ſending up of ſuch a Bill as an Indignity offered 
to this Houſe, for which Reaſon I muſt be of Opinion that 
the Bill ought to be rejected. ; | 

The Earl of Strafford ſpoke next. | 

© It is very true, my Lords, that a Bill to the ſame Pur- 
port, and almoſt in the very ſame Words with the Bill now 
before us, has been twice ſent up, and as often refuſed by 
this Houſe ; But we muſt remember that' the Bill never 
came the Length of a Committee. If your Lordſhips had 
laſt Year thought fit to take the Bill then ſent to you under 
your Conſideration in a Committee, the ſeveral Clauſes 
thereof would have been particularly examined, and it 
would have been known what were the Clauſes or Words 
which your Lordſhips took Exception to ; but as no ſuch 
Thing was done, the Gentlemen of the other Houſe could 
not know how to amend the Bill, or what Alterations they 
ſhould make; for which Reaſon I muſt think that the ſend- 
ing up of this in the ſame Words with the former, is ſhew- 
ing the utmoſt Reſpect tothis Houſe, by leaving it entirely ta 
your Lordſhips to alter and amend the Bill in ſuch Manner 
as you ſhall judge proper. PEE, 

* Corruption, my Lords, is an Evil that has been always 

$ thought to be of a moſt pernicious Conſequence, and there- 
| fore there have been many Acts of Parliament made for pre- 
As venting it: In the very Act of Settlement there is a Clauſe 


E. of Strafford. 


ce for this End; in the Reign of Queen Arne there were ſeve- 
re ral Regulations made for the ſame Purpoſe ; and in the 
ol very firit Parliament of his late Majeſty, there was an Act 


le made for preventing the Effects of this dangerous Evil. 

| This ſhews that the bringing in of ſuch Bills as the Bill 
1 ; now before us, was never thought to be doing any Injury 
to 


® Appointed Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Houſhold in June, 1731. 


Anno 5. Geo. II. to the Crown; upon the contrary, the Honour and Safety 
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La. Falmouth. 


preſume that the Crown will be againſt any Meaſure that can 


upon any of the Members of either Houſe. One Deſign of 
bringing this Bill in, and paſſing it in the other Houſe, 


ple, and under that Pretence encourage and promote Faction 


654) 


of the Crown depends upon the Honour and Integrity of 
the Members of Parliament, and therefore we can never 


be propoſed for preventing any illegal and corrupt Influence 


was to wipe off any Suſpicion of Corruption, that there 
might be againſt them : Do not let us, my Lords, deprive 
them of the only Means they have of convincing the World, 
that there is no ſuch Thing among them. If there be any 
Word, if there be any Clauſe in this Bill, that may ſeem 
to be of bad Conſequence, your Lordſhips may amend it, 
or you may leave it out. An Objection againſt any parti. 
cular Clauſe, may be a Reaſon for altering or amendiny 
the Bill, but it never can be a Reaſon for throwing it out 
altogether ; I ſhall therefore be, my Lords, for ordering it 
to be read a ſecond Time, that we may have an Opportu- 
nity of conſidering it ſeriouſly, and making ſuch Amend. 
ments as ſhall be thought proper.” x 
To this Lord Falmouth * replied, 
My Lords, 

The Bill now before us bears a very ſpecious Title or 
Preamble ; from the firſt View thereof one would be apt to 
conclude, that ſomething very beneficial for this Nation 
were intended; but upon a more ſerious Peruſal, we find, 
that at bottom there is realy nothing intended, that can in 
the leaſt contribute to the Publick Good. We all know, My 
Lords, how ſome Motions come to be made, and how ſome 
Bills come to be brought into the other Houſe. Such Bills 
as this now before us, are often brought in by Would-be 
Miniſters, that is, by Gentlemen who affect Popularity, and 
ſet themſelves up as Protectors of the Liberties of the Peo- 


and Diſcontent, in order thereby to raiſe themſelves to be 
the chief Men in the Adminiſtration of the Publick Affair 
of the Nation. I ſhall always be ready to join in reaſon- 
able Meaſures for inſuring the Liberties and Privileges of 
the People ; and if any Attempts were making againſt them, 
I ſhould be as ready as any Man to concert Meaſures fot 
ſhortning the Arms of the Crown : But, My Lords, when 
I find that no Attempts are made by the Crown, againſt the 
Liberties of the People; when I find that the popular Cries 
for Liberty are raiſed and ſpirited up only by the Factious 
and the Diſcontented, I ſhall never be for diminiſhing the 

| | | Power 
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n 
Power of the Crown, eſpecially when I ſee that it has but Anne 5. Geo. II. 


5 juſt enough to ſupport itſelf againſt the Factious and the 1731-33. 

er Diſaffected. I remember, My Lords, that a noble Lord 

An put the Queſtion laſt Seſſion of Parliament, when this very ; 
ce Affair was before the Houſe, how the Pretender would defire 

of one to vote in the Caſe then beſore us: If the ſame Queſtion 

le, were now again to be put, I believe the proper Anſwer 

ere would be, that he would defire us to vote for the Bill now 

Ve before us: I do not doubt, but that he would be for dimi- 

ld, niſhing his Majeſty's Power of rewarding thoſe who ſhould 

ny happen to merit well of their Country, by a zealous and 


hearty Oppoſition to him and his Faction. I hope, M7 
Lords, that there will always be Men of Honour and Inte- 
grity enough in this Country to defend us againſt that Fac- 
tion, or any Faction, without the Hopes or Expectation of 
a Reward ; but if it ſhould be found neceſſary for our De- 
fence, to give Rewards to many of thoſe who aſſiſted in the 
protecting of the Government againſt Faction, I would ra- 
ther chuſe that the Government ſhould have it in its Power 
to give Rewards to thoſe that contributed to the preſerving 
of us, than that the Factious ſhould have it in their Power 
to give Rewards to thoſe that aſſiſted them in the deſtroying 
of us. The Methods propoſed by the Bill now beſore us, 


or 

to are ſo far from being proper Methods:for preventing. Bribery 

oh and Corruption, that I am afraid they will give ſuch an 

id, Encouragement to Faction, as may lead us into Confuſion; 

in and therefore I ſhall be for rejecting the Bill. As this Bill 

ty is the very ſame with that which was refuſed by your Lord- 

me ſhips the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, I am convinced that 

11; the ſame Reaſons which prevailed againſt it laſt Seſſion, will 

be now likewiſe prevail againit it; for my) own Part at leaſt, 

nd I am ſure, that there is nothing fince happened, that can 

my afford me the leaſt Pretence for being of a different Opinion. 

n He was anſwer'd by the Lord Carteret as follows; 

* My Lords, H Id Carteret, 
in © I am ſor receiving this Bill in the moſt reſpectful Man · 

. ner; firſt, becauſe of the Dignity of the Subject, next for' 

of the Reſpect that is due to the other Houſe ;, and laſtly, My 

m, Lords, for the Reſpect that is due to ourſelves: The Sub- 2 


ject of this Bill is of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Liber 
ties of this Nation; the Title or Preamble is in my Opinion 


en | | 
he very proper for ſach a Subject; but if it were not ſo, why ' 
es may it not be altered ? One Thing, My Lords, I am ſure 

Jus of, that if we treat the Bill with ſo: much Contempt, as to 

he rejet it upon the firſt Reading, the whole People of the 


Nation will make a Preamble for us. I do not know how 
his Bill was brought into the other Houſe, nor ought that 
0 be a Queſtion in this ; I do not know whether this Bill 

f | Was 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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Anno 5. Geo. II. was brought in by Would -· be Miniſters or ho, but I am very 


x7 31-32: 


certain, that as good Miniſters as ever were in Co 
act 


have laid the Foundation for ſuch Bills; and if Men 


for the Publick Good, it ſignifies nothing to us, it ſignifies 
nothing to the People, what were the Motives that prompted 
them to act in ſuch an honourable Manner. If it is an 
Ambition of being Miniſters of State, that prompts Men to 


act for the Pablick Good, I hope the Ambition of thoſe that 


are out, will always: be a Barrier. for the Liberties of this 
Nation againſt the Ambition of thoſe that are in. fe 
II It is no Argument againſt this Bill, that it is in the ſame 
Words with the Bill which was ſent up to us the laſt Seffion; 
J hope there is no Man in this Nation pretends to be infal- 
lible ; your Lordſhips having refuſed this Bill laſt Seſſion, 
can never be an Argument for your rejecting it now-with- 
out ſo. much as once taking it into your ſerious Conſidera- 
tion : Some Arguments may now be brought for paſling it, 
which were not thought of at that Time: The publick 
Tranquility was not then ſo firmly eſtabliſhed as it is at pre- 
ſent, and therefore it may now be thought a more proper 
Time for us to take Precautions for preſerving our Liberties 
againſt Domeſtick Enemies, than it was at that Time, when 
we were not quite out of Danger of being attacked by Fo- 
reign Enemies. If your Lordſhips ſhould ſend down a good 
and a neceſſary Bill for the Amendment of the Law, and 
the ſame ſhould be refuſed by the Commons, would that 
be any Argument againſt ever ſending that Bill down to 
them again in any future Seſſion of Parliament? Or would 
their having once refaſed it, be an Argument for their re- 
jecting it at the firſt Reading, upon its being brought a ſe- 
cond Time before them? No, my Lords; if your Lord- 
ſhips were convinced that the Bill was neceſſary, and drawn 
up in proper Terms, you would ſend it down in the very: 
ſame Words again and again, till its own Weight carried 

it through.” 88 | 
I] am, my Lords, very far from thinking, that any At- 


tempts are now made, or are to be made, during his preſent | 


Majeſty's Reign, againſt the Liberties of this Nation: His 
Majeſty has too much Goodneſs to endeavour any ſuch At- 
tempts, and too much Wiſdom to admit of any ſuch being 
made by thoſe employed by him; but it is for this very 


Reaſon that we ought how to think of, and bring in ſuch 
Bills as may be any way conducive to the Preſervation of 
our Liberties: His Majeſty's Penetration is ſuch, that he 


will eaſily ſee what is neceſſary ; and his Goodneſs is ſuch, 
that he never will oppoſe what he ſees to be neceſſary for 
ſecuring the Liberties and the Properties of his People; 
whereas if we never think of taking any * 

| arbi- 
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arbitrary Power, till we have a Prince upon the Throne, Anno 8. Geo, 1. 
that is aiming at arbitrary Power, it will then be too late; 173-32. 
ſuch a Prince will never conſent to any Meaſures, or to any | 
Regulations that tend to the defeating of his own Defigns, 
Poſterity may have Occafion to lament our Neglect of that 
Opportunity which his preſent Majeſty's Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs daily afford us. There is certainly at preſent nothing 
to be feared from Bribery and Corruption: His Majeſty 
reigns in the Hearts and Affections of the People; his De- 
ſigns are all for the publick Good, and therefore he has no 
Occaſion for making Uſe of any illegal and corrupt Sort of 
Influence 5 but to pretend, that our prefent Happineſs is a 
Reaſon for our not thinking of, or taking proper Pre- 
cautions againſt the Evils that may come upon this Nation 
in future Times, is the ſame Thing as to ſay, you ate not 
to bring in any Bills againſt Bribery and Corruption, till a 
Majority of both Houſes of Parliament are corrupted: 
If this ſhould ever happen to be the unlacky Fate of this 
Nation, we may eafily judge what would be the Succeſs 
of ſuch Bills, in ſuch Houſes of Parliament.” 
The Duke of 3 ſpoke next: | 
My Lords, | | | | 1 
* If this Bill had no other Aim, but that of preventing D. of Neweaftlez 
Bribery and Corruption, I ſhould be for it with all my Heart; ! 
but we can eaſily ſee that the Intention of this Bill is to give the 
other Houſe an Opportunity of aſſuming a Power which 
they never yet pretended to, and their aſſuming thereof 
would be the entire Overthrow of our preſent happy Con- 
ſtitution. By this Bill, my Lords, the Houſe of — 
may aſſume a Power of judging what Rewards or Gra- 
tuities are proper to be given by the Crown to any 
Member of that Houſe ; for tho' the Bill ſays only, that 
the Members of that Houſe are to declare what Gratuities 
or Rewards they receive from the Crown, within Fourteen 
Days next after the Receipt thereof, yet, my Lords, we are 


F ũ r 


t- not to ſuppoſe that the Affair will reſt there; we may ea- 

fly foreſee that the Conſequence of every ſuch Declarati- 

is on will be, that the Houſe will thereupon enter into the 

S Conſideration: of the Declaration that has been made to 

8 them, and will take upon them to determine whether or 

y no ſuch Gratuity was given by Way of Bribe; ſo that 8 
h thereby the Crown will be entirely diſabled from giving F 
of any Reward to a Gentleman that has merited well of his 


Country, at leaſt as long as he continues to be a Member of 
[Parliament. This, my Lords, would, in my Opinion, put 
ſo much Power into the Hands of the Commons, that it 
would entirely overturn that Balance upon which our Con- 
1732. H mtatios 


3 . 1 3 
Anno 5. Geo. II. ſtitution depends, and therefore I have been always againf 
1731-32. this Bill, and ſhall now be for rejecting it.” | 


Then a Motion being made, and the Queſtion being put, 
whether this Bill ſhall be read a ſecond Time? It was re. 


ſolved in the Negative. LR 

Content 28 7 Not- Content 78 7. 
Proxies > T4o Proxies n Tos 
Diffentient”. | 


For the Reaſons enter'd in the Journals of this Houſe the 
two laſt Seſſions of Parliament, one the 21ſt of March 1729, 
and the other the 2d of March 1730. | 


| Strafford, Abingdm, Shafiſbury, Litchfield, Maynard, 
Gower, Craven, Bathurſt, Foley, Exeter, Maſham, 
Coventry. | 


Feb. 24. A Meſſage was brought from the Houſe of 
Commons by Sir William Strickland, Secretary at War, 
and others, with a Bill —_ Ad for puniſhing Ma- 
| tiny and Deſertion, and for the better Payment of the 
— —.— and their Duarters ; — they deſire the Ce 
ing the Mutiny- of this Houſe : Accordingly the ſaid Bill was read the firſt 
1 a ſecond Time. Then the Duke of Newcaſtle mov'd, That the ſame 
2 be read a ſecond Time on Tueſday next, which occaſion'd 2 
G pony yo ; — 3 the Earl of Alingden ſpoke as follows. 
8 1 1 | | 
E. of Abingdon. Confidering that his Majeſty has in his Speech at the 
Beginning of this Seſſion of Parliament aſſured us, that the 
Publick Tranquility is fully eſtabliſhed, I cannot think there 
is now any Uſe for a Standing Army; and therefore, My 
Lords, I cannot but be againſt this Bill; for I am ſure, if 
we have no Uſe for a — Army, we have no Uſe for 
a Bill againft Mutiny and rtion. I being therefore 2 
gainſt the very Bill itſelf, muſt be againſt giving it a ſe- 
cond Reading. I have, My Lords, been an Eye-Witnels | 
of one Revolution, I hope I ſhall never ſee another; and 
therefore I ſhall always be againft any Meaſure, which, in 
my Opinion, has the leaſt Tendency towards bringing about 
a Second. Out of the Reſpect I have for the illuftrious 
Family now upon the Throne, I muſt always be againſt 
ſuch Meaſures as I did obſerve to be the Forerunners, and 
the chief Cauſes of the laſt Revolution ; and, My Lords, it 
is well known, that the chief Cauſe of the laſt, was, the 
keeping up of a Standing Army in Time of Peace; ſuch a 
Step has always, and will for ever alienate the Hearts of 
the People from the King upon the Throne. By Keeping 
up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, the King firſt loſes 
the Hearts of the People, and after he has once =_ the 
| carts 


88 
Hearts of the People, he is then in great danger of loſing Anno g. Geo. II. 
the Hearts even of that Army in which he puts his Truſt, 1731-32. 
It was, My Lords, a wiſe and a glorious Say ing of our | 
Great Queen Elixabeth, when the Spaniſb Ambaſlador aſked 
her, where her Guards were; that great Princeſs: pointed 
to the People in the Streets, © Theſe, ſays ſhe, are my 
Guards, my People are all my Friends.” She, My Lords, 
put her whole Truſt and her Confidence in her People; 
the always continued to do ſo, and therefore the People al- 
ways continued her Friends, and ſupported her againſt as 
powerful Enemies, both Abroad and at Home, as ever any 
King or Queen of England had before or ſince her Time. 
The diſmal Effects of the contrary Maxims, I was an Eye- 
Witneſs to, and therefore I am, and always ſhall be, againſt 
keeping up of a Standing Army in Time of Peace.” | l 
H ereupon Lord De la War ſaid, That whatever Reaſons Ld De la War, } 
might be offered againſt the Bill, might be properly offered 
upon the Second Reading; till then it could not be ſuppoſed, 


. that their Lordſhips had fully conſidered the Contents there- 
of, and therefore he was for ordering it to be read a ſe- 
bond Time. SIS £2 
The Earl of 4ylesford ſpoke next. | 
. a My Lon F/ ; E, of Aylesford, 
a 


I cannot but be againſt even giving this Bill a ſecond 
Reading, becauſe at firſt View it appears to be for ſupporting 

a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace ; this I need - 
not any Time to conſider of; this appears evidently to be | g 
the Purport and Intention of the Bill now read to us; and 
this, My Lords, is againſt the very Words of the Petition 

of Rigbt, and alters the very Nature of our Conſtitution. 
All the Confuſions and Diſorders that have been brought 
upon this Kingdom for many Years, have all been brought 
upon it by the Means of Standing Armies : It was, My 
Lords, a Standing Army that took off King Charles the 


of Firſt's Head, and turned that very Parliament out of Doors, 
* which had eſtabliſhed them, and the ſame very Army that 
1 had murdered the Father, reſtored the Son: It was by King 
Zin James the Second's keeping up a Standing Army, that the 

Affections of the People were alienated from him; and by 


that very Army in whom he had put his only Truſt, he was 
turned out, for by their joining the other Side, the Scales 
were turned againſt him, and he ſound himſelf at laſt-obli- 
ged to ſuccumb under the juſt Reſentments of an injured 
People. In this Country, in every Country, My Lords, 
where numerous Standing Armies have been kept up, we 


© may find that innumerable Evils and ſtrange Confuſions have 
2 been brought on by the Means of ſuch Armies ; and there- 
ne bre | ſhall always be againſt giving the leaſt Countenance 

1732. 2 to 


173132. 


E. of Ilay, 


E. of Strafford. 


| | (69 ) | 
Anno 5, Geo. II. to any Bill, that feems to tend towards keepi 


ng up a Stay: 
ding Army in Time of Peace in this Country.“ N 
To this the Earl of Jay replied; © 
y Lords, | | 
I am perſuaded that there is not one of your I . 
but thinks, that it. is neceſſary to keep up ſome Troops; 
we muſt at leaſt keep up a few regular Troops for obr 
Guards and Garriſons ; granting then that the Number ne- 
ceſſary to be kept, did not exceed 500 Men, yet if even 
that Number be neceflary, the Bill now brought in is ne- 
ceſſary; for without ſuch à Bill as is now brought in, it 
would be impoſſible to keep even that Number, or any 
Number of Troops in proper Order or Diſcipline ; I cannot 
therefore think, that any of your Lordſhips will be againſt 
this Bill entirely. The Number of Troops * to be 
kept up by this Bill, may perhaps by ſome be thought too 
large; but that Matter canno: properly come in to be de. 
bated, till we go into a Committee upon the Bill, and then, 
My Lords, the Number may be reduced, as this Houſe 
ſhall think proper. ket, | a 
It is true, My Lords, that the keeping up of a Stan. 


bu 


— 


ding Army in Time of Peace, without Conſent of Parlia- 


ment, is againſt the expreſs Words of the Petition of Right: 
But, My Lords, the very Deſign of this Bill, is to procure 
that Conſent, without which no Standing Army can be le. 
gally kept up in this Kingdom. This Bill therefore cannot 
be contrary to the Petition of Right, ſince is is brought in, 
in Compliance therewith : Nor can the paſſing of this Bill 
make any Alteration in our Conſtitution : For the Laws of 
the Kingdom are certainly a Part of our Conſtitution, and 


if this Bill were once paſſed into a Law, it will be as much i 


a Part of our Conſtitution, as any other Law that ever wat 
made ; this indeed will be a new Law, but that can be no 
Argument againſt its 2 Part of our Conſtitution; 
for all our Laws have ſome Time or another been new 
Laws; even Magna Charta itſelf was once a new Law; 
yet all of them as ſoon as they were enacted, became a Part 
of- our Conſtitution, and ſtill continue ſo, or did continue 
ſo, till they were in Part or in Whole altered or repealed.' 

The Earl of Strafford ſpoke next. 

My Lords, | 

© It is certainly very neceſſary for us upon Occaſion of 

this Bill, to take the Army under our Conſideration, and 


to determine what Number of Troops ought to be kept up; 


becauſe, My Lords, this is the only Opportunity we can 
have of reducing the Number allowed of, in caſe we hap- 
pen t& think it too great; and in caſe this Bill goes the 
Length*of a Committee, I ſhall then take the _ to 
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up of any regular Troops in this 1 


* 


1 


? 


declare my Sentiments upon that Head. But, My Lords, Anno 5g. Geo, II. 


I now riſe up to declare, that I am entirely againſt this 
Bill, or any Mutiny-Bill 5 becauſe I always looked upon it, 
as ſetting up a Conſtitution within a Conſtitution, or rather 
indeed, it is the turning of our Civil Government into a 


Military Government. This, tis true, My Lords, we may 


do by a Law, and that Law when paſſed will be a Part of 
our Conſtitution, yet I hope it will not be ſaid, that ſuch 


an extraordinary Law would make no Alteration in our 


Conſtitution, I cannot be of Opinion, that the keepi 
2 om is Ae ws 
ceſſary; but granting that it were, I am certain, that in 
order to keep ſuch Troops under proper Diſcipline, it is 
not abſolutely neceſſary to have a Law againſt Mutiny and 


Deſertion. I had, My Lords, the Honour to command a 


Regiment of Dragoons in the Reign of King William, 
which was given to me at the Time of the Siege of Namur; 
and I very well remember, that there was not at that time 
in England any ſuch Law, as what is now by this Bill to 
be enacted: We had then no ſuch Thing as Mutiny-Bills 
yearly brought in, nor any ſach Bill paſſed into a Law, 
and yet in thoſe Days, we found Means to keep our Regi- 
ments in good Order enough, and I believe there was as 
exact Diſcipline obſerved in the Regiments then quartered 


in England, as has been obſerved at any Time fince. If 


any of the Soldiers committed any Crime, they were ſure 
to be puniſhed, but then they were puniſhed according to 


the ancient Laws of the Kingdom: The Officers took Care 


to deliver them up to the Civil Power, and to ſee them 
convicted and puniſhed as ſeverely as the Laws of their 
Country would admit of, which we always found was fuffi- 
cient for keeping the Men in good Order, and for making 

them obſerve the moſt exact Diſcipline. | . 
If I were to enter into a particular Examination of this 
Bill, I could make ſtrong Objections again ſeveral Clauſes 
thereof ; I ſhall only mention that of Deſertion, how unne- 
ceſſary, how cruel is it now in Time of Peace, to puniſh 
that Crime with Death? In the Time of War, ſuch a ſe- 
vere Puniſhment was neceſſary, it was then juſt to'puniſh it 
with Death, becauſe the Deſerters were generally at the 
ſame Time guilty of the moſt heinous Treachery ; they ge- 
nerally ran in to the Enemy, and turned thoſe Arms againſt 
their Country, which their Country had put into their 
Hands for its Defence. But now in Time of Peace, Deſer- 
tion has nothing in it of ſuch a heinous Nature; if a poor 
Fellow deſerts, he runs but from one of our own Regiments 
to another ; and the cruel Treatment he meets with from 
ſome of the Officers, may often afford him an Excuſe, : — 
e 


D ( 62 ) | 

Anno 5. Geo. II. Caſe be examined by Men of Humanity and Candour. How 
1731-32. many poor Country-Fellows, either out of a Frolick, or be- 
m— cauſe they have been diſobliged or lighted by their Miſtreſs, 
go and liſt themſelves for Soldiers? When ſuch a Fellow be- 
gins to cool, he perhaps repents of what he has done, and 
deſerts without any other View or Deſign but that of re- 
turning home, and following ſome induſtrious and laborious 
Way of Living in his own Country. Is it not hard, that 

ſuch a poor Fellow | ſhould be ſhot for ſuch a trifli 
Crime ? The Law perhaps may not be executed with- Ri- 
gour; that, my Lords, may be an Excuſe for the Judge, 
but none for the Lawgiver ; conſidering that the Officers are 
the Sufferers by Deſertion, and alſo the Judges in all Trials 
of that Crime, I think, my Lords, that their not executing 
the Law with Rigour, is a convincing Argument, that the 
Pains are too ſevere ; but, my Lords, as I am againſt the 
Bill itſelf, as well as every Clauſe thereof, I am therefore 
againſt giving it a ſecond Reading, or entring into the Con- 

ſideration of the ſeveral Clauſes of it. . 


Then the Queſtion being put, That the Bill be read a ſe- 
cond Time, it was carried'in the Affirmative. 2 
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proteſt Diſſentient 

A — Becauſe we conceive, that no Countenance ought to be gi- 
ven to any AR that may poſlibly leſſen the Affections of the 
People to the King, they being his ſureſt Guard; and we ap- 
3 that the keeping up, in Time of Peace, a greater 
umber of Forces than can be well governed by the eſtabli- 
ſhed Laws, is inconſiſtent with the Notion of the Govern- 

ment of a free People. | x 


Abingdon, Strafford, Briſtol, Litchfield, Exeter. 


March 7. The Order of the Day being read for the Houſe 
to be put into a Committee of the whole Houſe upon the 
Bill, intitled, An Ad for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters," 
And a Motion being made, That it be an Inſtruction to 
the Committee, that the Number of Men ſpecified in the 
ſaid Bill do not exceed twelve Thouſand. 

After long Debate, the Queſtion was put, whether ſuch an 
Inſtruction ſhall be given to the ſaid Committee ? it was re- 
ſolved in the Negative, Content 27, Not-Content 88. 


Proteſt againſt Diſentient Abingdon. 


— 2 —— 4 I. Becauſe ſo great a Number of Troops as-is eſtabliſhed 


the Army, by this Bill was never before allowed by * in 
| . A 


1646315 8 : . 
Time of ſettled Peace, and no Reaſon was given in Oppoſi- Anno 5. Ges. If. 
tion to the Inſtruction but what, we conceive, muſt equally , 1731-32. 
hold good in all future Times ; for when can we hope to ſee & . 
a Seſſion of Parliament opened with more ſatis factory Decla- 5 
rations and ſtronger Aſſurances of Happinefs and Security, 3 
than thoſe contained in his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne on the firſt Day of this Seſſion: His Ma- 
jeſty is therein pleaſed to declare, that his Expectations are 
fully anſwered ; that the general Tranquility of Europe is 
reſtored and eſtabliſhed ; that the tedious Work is perfected 
and finiſhed ; that the Wounds which have been long bleed- 
ing are entirely healed ; that the National Expence will be 
conſiderably leſſened, and that the Nation ſhall reap the 
Fruits of his Endeavours. In ſuch a Situation of Affairs, we 
conceive, that we could not act conſiſtently with his Majeſty's 
gracious Diſpoſition to his People, agreeably to the Honour 
of this Houſe, nor with that Regard we muſt always have 
for the Liberties of our Fellow- Subjects, without endeavour- 
ing to reduce the Number of Troops ſpecified in the Bill. 
IT. Becauſe the ſettled State of Affairs at Home, and the 
great Duty and Affection his Majeſty's Subjects have ſhewn 
to him on all Occafions, ſhould, in our Opinion, be a full An- 
ſwer to all Arguments that can be drawn to juſtify the keep- 
ing up ſo great a Number of Troops, from any Apprehen- 
ſions of a Pretender to the Throne; for if the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of this Nation be compared with the Situation 
of Affairs after the Treaty of Ryfwwick or that of Utrecht, 
theſe Kingdoms will be found infinitely more ſecure in that 
Particular, In the firſt Period of Time, the late King 
James was living, who had an Iriſb Army in his Pay in 
France 5 many of his old Servants and Soldiers were then 
alive and active in England and Scotland; a potent Prince 
and Nation always ſupporting him, and ready at any Time 
to arm in his Cauſe: As to the ſecond Period of Time, the 
Pretender was in the Neighbourhood of France ; that 
French King, who had maintained him and his Family, was 
Mill living, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion had not then taken 
Place; yet, in both theſe Points of Time, half the Num- 
ber of Troops allowed by the preſent Bill was not only 
thought by Parliament, but by Experience found, ſufficient 
for our Security : How little Foundation then does there 
ſeem to be for continuing ſuch a Number of Forces at this 
Juncture, when the Pretender has been long removed bt- 
yond the Alps, and a Prince on the Throne of France who 
ſeems more intent to make his own Dominions flouriſh by 
Trade, than out of a reſtleſs Ambition to diſturb his Neigh- 
bours? Sufficient. Reaſons may be drawn from the preſent 
| Situation 


* r r 
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| : EE 
Anno 5. Geo. II. Situation of Affairs in that Kingdom, as well as thoſe of 
173-22 Spain, to increaſe our naval Force, but none, in our Opi- 
nion, for maintaining ſuch an Army at Land. The preſent 
Royal Family is now (God be prais d) firmly ſeated on the 
Throne, and nothing can ſhake it, but an Adminiſtration 
which ſhall venture to rt from the Principles on which 
the AR of Settlement was founded ; that Settlement. was 
founded on Liberty, and, by the Nature of Things, mult 
be coeval with Liberty. . | 
ITI. Becauſe it has bitherto been thought the Happineſs 
of our Situation, as an Iſland, that we have not had the 
ſame Occaſion for Numbers of Troops to defend us as thoſe 
on the Continent: To prevent the Inroad of their Neigh- 
bours, they have been obliged to keep up ſtanding Armies, 
which have generally been the Cauſe of the Lofs of their 
Liberties, and always proved the ſure Means of fixing their 
Chains upon them. 3 | 
IV. Becauſe we are fully convinced that his Majeſty will 
reign the more firmly in the Hearts of all his Subjects, the 
more he places his Confidence in them ; and we conceive it 
to be an Indignity to him, to ſuggeſt that he cannot now be 
ſecure on the Throne, without the Aſſiſtance of a greater 
ſtanding Force than ever his Royal Father was contented 
with in Times of leſs Tranquility: Although it ſeemed t9 
be the Tendency of ſome Arguments uſed againſt the Quel- 
tion, yet we can never be brought to believe, that this Na- 
tion is in Danger of being over-run by any Foreign Force; 
our Apprehenſions are, that it only can be ruined and en- 
flaved by a ſtanding Army at Home; and we are juſtly jea- 
lous from the Experience of former Times, that the Crown 
itſelf, as well as the Liberties of the People, may be 
found at length to be at their Diſpoſal. 
Laſtly, We refer to the four firſt Reaſons enter'd on out 
Journals the 24th Day of February, in the Year 1717, fign- 
ed by many Lords of this Houſe. 


Bale, Shaftesbury, Foley, Suffolk, Briflol, Maynard, Tauss. 
dale, Aylesford, Litchfield, Exeter, Craven, Tadcaffer, 
Northampton, Bridgwater, Thanet, Strafford, Scarf 
dale, Ker, Coventry, Carteret, Bathurft, Gower, Wit 
chelſea and Nottingham. | $117 


The Mutiny- March 10. The ſaid Bill was read the third Time, and paſſed 
Bill paſs'd. without any Amendment. Contents 64, Not- Contents 19. 
8 March 22. A Bill from the Commons, for reviving tht 

on 3 vi Duties on Salt for the Term thertin mentioned, was read 


for revivi 
Salt-Duty.* te Arft Time, and a Motion being made for a ſecond Reads 
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rene - ty * „ 


ing 


Voices againſt 25. 


a Motion being made for cominitting the ſa 
Winchelſea ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, ; Ban e N 
* This Houſe hag often, with great Honour to itſelf, and 
much to the Advantage of the Nation, oppoſed and defeated 
Meaſures which had been firſt broached in, the other Houſe, 
when it appeared that ſuch Meaſures tended to the Ruin and 
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Diſſolution of both. This is a Privilege we are indulged 


with by our happy Conſtitution, and we never. were under 
a greater Neceſſity of exerting this Privilege than we are at 


_ We never had a more favourable Opportunity of 


ewing a diſintereſted Regard for the true Happineſs and 
Welfare of the People than we now have. The Bill now. 


before us, though brought in by the Repreſentatives of the 


People, is a Bill the moſt” iniquitous and the moſt oppreſſive 


upon the People of any Bill that ever was brought into either 


Houſe of Parliament. I cannot, my Lords, but call it a 


molt iniquitous and oppreſſive Bill, becauſe there is thereby 


a moſt heavy Burden laid upon the Poor, and a moſt une- 
qual Tax upon the Subjects of this Part of the united 
Kingdoms. There is indeed, by this Bill, a very great, 


Favour is really a Sort of Corruption upon the Members 
from that Part of the Kingdom; and J muſt fay, that if 
ever Corruption was in any Caſe commendable, it is in the 
preſent ; their Approbation of this Bill is engaged by 
ſhewing a Partiality which they are no Way intitled to by 
the Articles of the Union, or by any Stiputation ſince.“ 
that this Duty ſhould be laid upon the People in that Part of 
the Iſland : Upon the contrary, I ſhall always be againſt it 
to the utmoſt of my Power, becauſe I am perſuaded that the 
People of that Part of the Iſland cannot bear to pay ſo hea- 
vy and ſo grievous a Duty: But for that very Reaſon I am 
againlt this Bill, for I think that no Tax ought. to be laid on 
for the current Service of the Year, but ſuch as the whole 


for the Service of the Whole, and therefore every Part 
ought to bear its equal Share. If Things are fairly and 


the Southern Parts of the Iſland are as unable to bear ſo 
heavy a Burden as the Northern Parts are, and I hope there 


1732, 


I am, my Lords, very far from arguing for, or deſiring 


impartially conſidered, I am perſuaded it. will appear, that 


will be in this Houſe an equal Regard ſhewn to all Parts of. 

the Kingdom. We ought to be ready to do all the Favour 

we can to every Part, without ſhewing a Partiality to ret 
| 1 An 


ing thereof, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 40 Anno 5. Geo. Ii. 
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March 27. The ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time; and = 
me, the Earl of Y 


100 
: of Winchelſea 


Favour ſhewn to the Northern Parts of this Iſland. This 


Nation may be able to contribute a Share to: It is raiſed. 


8 | | ( 66. ) 3 
| And as Scotland may in ſome Manner be look'd on as the 
W Rs Wife of England, we ought to be moſt careful not to al. 


uo any Miniſter to debauch her, by ſhewing any particular 
Favours to that Part of the Iſland, or by laying Burthens 
upon others, which thoſe are not to be ſubjected to.” 
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| The Lord Carteret ſpoke next. 8 

Ld Carteret. My Lords, Sy EY Ry 
| ] muſt recommend it to your Lordſhips to conſider how 
this Duty upon Salt came to be. taken off, It is but two 
Years ago, and therefore your Lordſhips muſt all remember, 
that it was upon a moſt gracious Recommendation from the 
Throne. His Majeſty, who always conſiders the Good of 
his Subjects in general, recommended to both Houſes. of 
Parliament the eaſing of the Poor of this Nation *, The 
Words made Uſe of by his Majeſty on that Occaſion, ate 
ſo moving and ſo compaſſionate ; I have N them ſo 
often to the Gentlemen in the Country, that I have long 
had them fix d in my Memory: However, upon the pre- 
ſent Occaſion, I turned to them again, and for the more 
Certainty I have taken them down in Writing: They were 
as follows, You will ſee by the Accounts that will be 
© laid before you, the State, Produce, and Application of 
© the Sinking Fund, as far as hath been hitherto directed 
© by Act of Parliament; and you will not fail to take into 
* Conſideration the farther Diſpoſition of the growing Pro- 
« duce: You are the beſt Judges whether the Circumſtances 
of the Sinking Fund and of the, National Debt, will as yet 
admit of giving any Eaſe where the Duties are moſt grie 
vous. I have the greateſt Regard for the Sinking Fund, 
and I look with Compaſſion upon the Hardſhips of the 
poor Artificers and Manufacturers. I leave it to your 
© Determination, what may reaſonably, and with due Cauti- 

on, be done upon this critical Conſideration . 
© Theſe, my Lords, were the Words of his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious Speech from the Throne but two Years ago. 
From theſe it appears that his Majeſty looks upon the poor 
Artificers and Manufacturers of this Nation, as the greatell 
Objects of Pity and Compaſſion, and as the firſt that ought 
to be relieved. Then it was judged by both Houſes of Par- 
liament, that no Tax was ſo grievous, no Tax lay ſo heavy 
upon them as this Tax upon Salt, and therefore it was taken 
off. Though the Duties then raiſed upon Salt, ſtood en- 
ged for the Payment of ſome of the publick Debts, yet 

o unanimous was the Voice of King, Parliament, and 

at that Time againſt this Tax, that nothing could be à Bar 
to the taking it off; even the Creditors of the Publick vo- 
luntarily gave up their Security, in order o I 
4 3 %; 
: p _ the Speech in Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commons, Anno 1730, 
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eſty's good Intentions, and to get the Nation ſet free from Anno 5. Ces. II 


ſuch a heavy Burthen. But what are we now going about ? 
We are now going to defeat and diſappoint his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious Intentions for the Relief of the moſt diſtreſſed 
Part of his Subjects, before they have taſted any Thing of 
the Benefit that was defigned them by both Houſes of Parli- 
ment, in Purſuance of his Majeſty's Recommendation from 
the Throne. For my own Part, I always looked upon the 
aboliſhing of the Salt-Tax as the pure Effect of his Majef- 
ty's Love and Affection for his People; I always confider'd 
it as ſuch, and in all the Countries where I have been ſince 
that Time, have made ſo much Uſe of it as an Argument 
for proving how much his Majeſty has the Good of his 
People at Heart, that if I had no other Reaſon to be againſt 
this Bill, I muſt be againſt it out of ReſpeC to his Majeſ- 
ty, and for ſupporting that Argument which I have ſo often 
made uſe of, in Favour of our preſent happy Eftabliſhment.* 

I have many Reaſons, my Lords, for being againſt this 
grievous, this pernicious, this inſupportable Tax, ſome of 
which I ſhall beg Leave to lay before your Lordſhips. In 
the firſt Place, it is a moſt grievous and a moſt unequal Tax 
upon the poor Labourers, the Tradeſmen and the Manufac- 
turers. Thoſe very People who, but two Years ago, were 
recommended to us by his Majeſty as the greateſt Objects of 
Pity, are, by this 'Tax, to be the moſt heavily loaded, The 
poorer a Man is, the more falt Proviſions is he obliged to 
conſume, and conſequently the more he will be obliged to 
pay towards this Tax ; ſuch is the Cruelty thereof, that 
the moſt wretched are thereby the moſt heavily loaded; ſuch 
the Injuſtice, that the more a Man has, the leſs is he obli- 
ged to pay towards the publick Expence : 'The rich gene- 
rally live upon freſh Provifions, but a poor Man muſt live 
upon Salt Meat, or he muſt eat no Meat at all. By ſuch 
Methods we ſhall ſoon baniſh all the Artificers and Manu- 
facturers out of the Kingdom. We know how ready ſome 
of our Neighbours are to receive them, and to give them 
all poflible Encouragement. We know how much they are 
already loaded with Taxes in this Country. They can have 
none of the Comforts of Life, without paying much dearer 
for them than in any other Country; and now we are go- 
ing to take from them, or at leaſt to make them Pay {evere- 
ty for the very Neceſſaries of Life, for that without which 
they cannot fubſift. How can we expect to preſerve either 
our Trade or our Manufactures, if we are once deſerted by 


that uſefal Body of People the Artificers and the Manu- 


facturers? And how can we expect to keep them in our 

Country, if we go on thus every Year loading them with 

Taxes, while our 2— are declaring free __ 
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* 5. Ceo. IT all Impoſis and Duties, and doing all that is in their Power 


to intice them away from us? 
At the ſame Time that this Tax is an n Load 
_—_ our Trade, and an inſupportable Burthen upon our 
oor, it will bring no. Eaſe, it will bring no Relief to the 
Landed Gentlemen, but muſt really at laſt prove to be the 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the Landed Intereſt. It is not, my 
Lords, the Land- Taxes which the Landed Gentlemen have 
paid, that haye brought them into ſo many Difficulties, but 


it is the many Exciſes which they have been ſubject to, that 


has ruined their Lands as well as themſelves. It is a certain 
Maxim, that the more Taxes are laid upon the home Pro- 
duce, the cheaper it muſt always be ſold by the Producer, 
and the dearer it will always coſt the Conſumer: The Deal- 


ers between the Producer and the Conſumer are the only 


Perſons who get any Thing by the laying on of Duties and 
Exciſes. We know that there never was a Duty laid upon 
any Produce, either Foreign or Domeſtick, but what rai 

the Price to the Conſumer more in Proportion than what the 
Duty amounted to and at the ſame Time the Dealer or 
Retailer made uſe of that Duty, as a good Argument for 
running down the Price he was to pay to the Producer or 
Importer. It is by this our Landed- Gentlemen, as well as 
their Eſtates, have been undone. The many Exciſes and 
Duties now raiſed in this Nation, eat up the yearly Income 
of the Gentleman's Eſtate, and the Farmers being obliged 
to ſell the Produce of their Lands at a cheap Rate, and to 


pay dear for all thoſe Neceſſaries which they do not nor can 


produce, they cannot therefore be able to pay ſo high a Rent 

as formerly to the Landlord. Thus the Landed Gentleman 

is doubly undone ; for while his Income is eat up by. the 

Exciſes he pays for what is made uſe of in his own Family, 
is Rents are diminiſhed, or his Tenants are broke, by che 
ixciſes paid by them. 

A Gentleman of 100 J. a Year, 1 Eftate as to the 

Land-Tax is computed at the full Value, pays 20 J. a Year 


| out of it, when the Land-Tax is at 4. s. in the Pound; that, 


it is true, reduces his Eſtate to 80 J. a Year ; but that is 
only for one Year, he may be free of the Land- Tax the 
next Year, and then his 100 . comes whole and entire to 
him. But if by raiſing Exciſes and Duties in place of that 

5. in the Pound Land-Tax, you make the ſupporting of 
15 Family 20 J. a Year dearer to him than it was before, is 
not that 20 J. taken from his Eſtate ? Can he then live bet- 
ter for his 100 J. than he could have done before for his 
80 J, a Year? He is therefore no Gainer by this Eaſe as to 
the Land-Tax. But mark the Conſequence ;. theſe Duties 
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kim ; the ſupporting of their Families comes now to be dearer Anno 5. Geo. II. 
to them than it was before, and therefore the Rents muſt 1732. 
have been before ſo low that the Landlord might have raid 
them, or it will now be impoſſible for the Tenants to conti- vw 
nue paying the ſame Rents they formerly did; ſo that very 

probably the Yearly Rents of his Eſtate may be reduced to 

80 J a Year, out of which if you deduct the 20 J. a Year. 

he is obliged to pay as an additional Expence for the Sup-, 

port of his own Family, there will remain to him but 60 4 

a Year ; and his Eſtate as to the Land-Tax being ſtill valued 

at 100 J. a Year, if you are obliged in two or three Years, 

after to lay on again the Land-Tax of 4 s. in the Pound, 

this Gentleman muſt pay 20 J. a Year out of the 60 J. his 

Eitate was reduced to; and thus by pretending to give him 

an Eaſe as to the Land-Tax for one Year, you at laſt reduce 

his Eſtate to leſs than one half of the real Value; it is now 

but juſt one Half of what he had formerly to ſpend yearly, 

when he paid a Land-Tax of 4 5s. in the Pound. This has 

in many Caſes been the Conſequence of laying Duties and 

Exciſes in place of Land-Taxes; and the more frequently this 
deſtructive Meaſure is purſued, the more general will this 
Conſequence be. Tenants muſt live and ſupport their Fami- 

lies out of the Produce of their Farms; they mult pay the 

Duties and Exciſes of thoſe Things that are abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary for the Support of their Families, or for the manur- 

ing of their Farms ; the Deficiency (if any be) muſt always 

fall upon the Landlord. 'Thoſe Tenants that were at a low 

Rent, have perhaps hitherto ſupported it, and paid their 

Rents, notwithſtanding the many Duties and Exciſes they 

have been obliged to pay; but it is ſtill a Loſs to the Land- 

lord, becauſe if it had not been for thoſe Duties and Exciſes 

paid by the Tenant, the Landlord might have raiſed his 

Rents much more than any Land-Tax that ever was laid on 

in this Kingdom would have amounted to. | 

There is no Nation in the World that has more Occa- 


Won than we have at preſent to raiſe Money in the moſt fru- 


pal Way, and in that Way which is the leaſt expenſive to the 
People. We know, my Lords, by fad Experience, what a 
aſt Difference there is between the groſs and the net Pro- 
duce of this Duty upon Salt: It never produced above 
80,000 /. per Annum, and by the molt modeſt Computati- 
dn, there is above twice that Sum yearly raiſed upon the 
People of England only, by the Means of this Tax: Every 

an knows, that the yearly Expence of raiſing it is at 
eaſt 25,000 J. this for Three Years amounts to 75,000 J. 
and if to this we add the Intereſt that muſt be paid upon 
dorrowing the Money, the whole will amount to 100,000 J. 


hich is the Sum the Nation muſt pay by way of Charget, 
| | or 


| | 629) 
Anno 8. Geo. II for the raiſing this 500,000 J. that is wanted for the current 
1732. Service of the Year. This is a Fact that cannot be con- 
| teſted by the greateſt Favourer of this extraordinary Scheme; 
J do not doubt but that it will coſt the Nation a great deal 
more; but I make this Calculation from what muſt be al. 
lowed even by thoſe who are the moſt ſanguine Promoters 
thereof. Can any Man then ſay, that this is a frugal Way 
of raiſing Money ? How hard will it be to make the People 
y ſuch an extravagant Charge, eſpecially now, when there 
is no Neceſſity for it? By this Bill we are again put into that 
deſtructive Method of Funding and Anticipating of Taxes, 
which is a Method that never ought to be followed but in 
Caſes of the utmoſt Neceſſity. During the laſt War our Ne. 
ceſſity was our Excuſe ; but now we have no Neceſſity to 
plead ; it is meer Gayeté de Cæur: Can that ever be allowed 
of as an Excuſe for our entailing heavy and pernicious Taxes 
upon our Poſterjty ? | 
As to that Part of the Kingdom called North Britain, 
there is indeed a Partiality ſhewn ; but even this Partiality 
is no real Favour, any otherwiſe than only as being a leſs 
Injury : The laying on of this Tax in place of the Shilling 
in the Pound Land-Tax, is doing a very great Injury to 
the whole Kingdom; and all the Favour that can be pte. 
tended to be ſhewn to the Northern Parts, is, that the In- 
Jury is not ſo great with reſpe& to them, as it is with re. 
ſpe to the Southern Parts of Britain. When an Injury s 
offered openly and avowedly, one knows how to reſent it; 
if we cannot reſent it, there is at leaſt ſome Satisfaction in 
complaining ; but to hear a real Injury called a Favour, 
what no Man can bear; it is a Contempt that will rouz 
the moſt patient People upon' Earth. It is well known, 
My Lords, that the Sum raiſed in Scotland by a Land- Tax, 
Proportionable to a Shilling in the Pound in England, nevet 
amounted to above 12,000 J. in a Year ; this was the whole 
that was ever raiſed upon the People of Scotland by ſuch a 
Tax, either towards the Tax itfelf, or towards the Char 
of raiſing the ſame ; but when this Tax even of one Shih 
ling upon the Buſhel of Salt was ſubſiſting, it appeared thit 
the Net Produce thereof in Scotland amounted to 4060 % 
per Annum, and the Charge of raiſing it amounted to above 
4000 J. per Annum more; from hence it is evident, that 
by the Means of this Duty of one Shilling upon the Buſhel 
of Salt, there will be above 8,000 J. raifed yearly upon the 
People of Scorland. And as this Duty is to be laid on f. 
three Years, in Lieu of a Shilling in the Pound Land-TarF* 
for only one Year, is it not as clear as Figures can make 
it, that the People of Scotland are to pay above 24,000) | 
in place of the 12,000 /. which they muſt have paid i 4 
5 War 
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2 Favour, muſt know very little of the good Senſe and Sa- 
gacity of the People in that Part of the Iſland. 

+ This Duty is now propoſed to be laid on for three 
Years only, but we know how difficult it is to get free of a 
Tax that has been once eſtabliſhed : And as this Duty may 
create a Fund for a Miniſtry, upon which they may borrow 
no leſs a Sum than 600,000 J. I can eaſily foreſee that at 
the Expiration of this Term of Three Years, ſome Scheme 
or another may be ſet on Foot for continuing it during a 
much longer Term : In caſe of any ſuch Scheme's being 
to be ſet up, I can ſee that even by the Bill now before us, 
there is the Foundation laid of a prevailing Argument for 


into the Scheme. We know, my Lords, that there are 
Bounties paid upon the Exportation of Fiſh 3 we know that 
thoſe Bounties upon the Exportation of Fiſh from Scotland 
only, amount generally to about 7,000 J. per Aunum: This 
Sum was paid out of the firſt and readieſt of the Cuſtoms 
and Exciſe in Scotland; but in caſe this Bill paſſes into a 
Law, all ſuch Bounties are to be paid only out of the Pro- 
duce of the Salt-Duty raiſed within the United Kingdoms ; 
therefore at the End of this Term of Three Years, we muſt 
either make a new Law for eſtabliſhing a new Fund for the 
Payment of thoſe Bounties, or the Bounties myſt entirely 
ceaſe and determine with the Expiration of this Law: It 
will then be pretended that no ſuch Fund can be eſtabliſhed ; 
it will then be ſaid that you muſt either agree to the con- 
tinuing of the Duty upon Salt, or your Country myſt en- 
tirely loſe the Benefit of having any Bounties upon the Ex- 
portation of their Fiſh ; by which your Fiſhery will be un- 
done, and your Country muſt loſe a much greater Sum 
yearly, than what they are obliged to pay by Means of the 
Duty upon Salt. This, My Lords, will be a Bait for the 
Members from North Britain; with them it will for ever 
de an Argument for the Continuance of this Duty upon 


At. | | 
* We have already a prodigious Number of Officers em- 
lloyed in the collecting of our Revenues ; the reviving of 


* is Duty upon Salt will very much increafe the Number; 
tht e know that all theſe Officers depend entirely upon the 
&r rown ; every one of them may be ſuſpended or diſmiſſed 
n at the Pleaſure of the Crown; if any of them ſhould refuſe 
* o do whatever is commanded, ſuch an Officer may be turned 


put, and a new one put in his Room. We know what an 
nfluence theſe Offices may have upon the Elections of Mem- 


as the Land-Tax ? This, My Lords, is the mighty Fa- Anno 
— that is pretended to be done to the People of that 
Country: Whoever thinks that they, will look upon this as 


bringing the Members from the Northern Part of the Iſland 
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England. If any future Adminiſtration ſhould be wicked 


enough to give them Inſtructions how they are to behave; and 


for whom they are to uſe their Intereſt ; by ſuch Means the 
Crown may have it in its Power to get-ſuch Members re. 
turned as are agreeable to the Favourites about Court, 
Where then will be our Liberties ?! Where ſhall an injured 
People ſeek for Redreſs? The People will then be in the 
ſame Condition in which they now are in Tur); their only 
Reſource will be in Mobs and Tumults, and the prevailing 
Party will adminiſter Juſtice by general Maſſacres and Pro. 
ſcriptions. ' I did appear againſt a Standing Army, but! 
never was ſo much afraid of the Conſequences of a Standing 
Army, as I am of the Conſequences of a Houſe of Parlia 
ment's depending entirely upon the Crown. Of all arbitrary 
Governments, that founded upon baſe Corruption is the 
worſt: In ſuch Circumſtances we might perhaps preſerve 
the external Forms of our Conſtitution, but ſuch a baſe De. 
pendence would eat out the very Vitals of our Conſtitution, 
and leave us nothing remaining but a melancholy, diſmal, 


Pputrified, uſeleſs Carcaſs ; a meer Shew of a Conſtitution, 


without any Life, withont any Spirit, without any Power 
to protect the People from Domeſtick- Oppreſſion, or from 
Foreign Invaſion. | A 
The People of this Nation are already ſubjected to{ 
many Penalties and Forfeitures, that few Merchants or Deal- 
ers know when they are ſafe. But by this Bill they are to 
be ſubjected to a great many new Penalties and Forfeitures; 
and what is ſtill worſe, theſe Penalties and Forfeitures are 
not to be ſued for in the common Way : As to- them, the 
Subject is not to be tried in the uſual Way, by God and 
his Country, but in a new and extraordinary Way, by Com- 
miſſioners and Officers who are appointed by the Crown, 
and removable at the Pleaſure of the Crown: The Crown 
is to be Plaintiff or Proſecutor, and a Man depending upon 
the Crown, perhaps for his daily Bread, is to be the Judge. 
T have always obſerved, and I believe it will ſoon appear 
ſtill more plain, that when Things have been turned out 
the ordinary Courſe of Law, when any extraordinary Me- 
thod' of Proceeding before Commiſſioners has been intro- 
duced, extraordinary Iniquities have been committed; ſome 
are diſcover'd, but moſt of them are ſunk into Oblivion by 
the Weight of Power. | ©. l 
This Way of multiplying and continuing of Taxes, and 
contriving new and extraordinary Methods for levying them, 
has always been followed by thoſe Miniſters, who were for 
eſtabliſhing arbitrary Power. The famous Cardinal Rith 
lieu knew well the Effects of ſuch a Meaſure ; he _ | 
W 


| CITY 
what Sums of Money were thereby brou 
Dependencies were thereby created. By 


e Means of ſuch 


were ruined and undone, fo that at the ſame Time that the 
Taxes put it in the Power of the Crown to give, they re- 
duced the Quality and Gentry of the Kingdom under a 
Necefiity to receiye; all forts of Proviſions were by the 
Taxes rendered ſo dear, and the Tenants of their Eſtates 
were ſo much impoyeriſhed, that it became impoſſible for 
moſt of them to. ſupport and provide for their Families 
| out of the Rents of their Eſtates, whereby they were ob- 
liged to ſue to the Court for ſome Poſt or Penſion, and in 
order to obtain what: they wanted, they were glad to do 
whatever the Court commanded, Theſe were the Domeſtick 
Meaſures of Cardinal Richelieu, and by theſe the Liberties 
of France were loſt. As for his Foreign Meaſures, I wiſh 
we had it in our Power to follow them: But in this King- 
dom I hope no Miniſter will ever pretend to follow his Do- 
meſtick Meaſures ; I am ſure, that whoever does, will ne- . 
ver have it in his Power to follow his Meaſures as to Fo- 
reign Affairs; for the Liberties of Eng/and are eſtabliſhed 
upon too firm a Baſis, to be overturned by the Attempts of 
any one Man in his own Life-time ; but if we do not take 
Care, one Man may give them ſuch a Shock, as may make 
it an eaſy Work for his Succeſſors: And no Meaſure is leſs 
liable to fail of Succeſs, than that of increaſing by little and 
little the Power of the Crown, by augmenting. daily the 
Number of its Dependents, and adding to the Neceſſities 
pf the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Kingdom, by 


Fr 


e 
_ ww V 
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he ſqueezing heavy Taxes from them for every thing made 
af le of in their Families: For when Liberty appears in Po- 
m- erty and Diſtreſs, and Slavery appears in fine Trappings 


and great Plenty, I am afraid there will be found but few, 
rhoſe Virtue can ſtand the Teſt of ſuch a ſevere Trial.” 
There are no Taxes more apt to raiſe Tumults and In. 
urrections among the People, than thoſe that are laid upon 
he Poor. This very Tax which we are now about to re- 
ive, produced two or three Inſurrections in France, before 
he People of that Country could be brought to ſubmit to 
and yet it cannot be ſaid, that the Tax upon Salt in 
at Country is much more grievous than this that we are 
ow going to lay upon the People of this Nation. We know 
at a Tax of much leſs Conſequence than this, .occaſion'd 
ic preſent Rebellion in Corfica, by which the People of 
at Iſland are like to change Maſters ; and even the Piſtur- 


em, : ov, 

, for ances in that little Iſland may chance to involve all Europe 
ich new Troubles. Though the People of this Nation ſub- 
nev ted peaceably and quietly for ſo many Years to this grie- 
hat 1732. Y e f vous 


ght in, and what Anno s. Geo. II. 


Taxes, the Eſtates of the Quality and Gentry. of France — 


—— 


—. Pa 2 
- EO = N - n = _ * * 


— „ 22 
=> = \ 
— ——ẽ 
— 
— — 


— — 


> AER — — 
- —  — 
—— 8 


— 


— — — — — = — => _ — —— = = = — 
CERES PN IDC —— nt — — ͤ ͤ — — — 
— — — —— — ——— == X—_— — — — 

— —̃— a * — — EE — 2 
—— — pm — ——ů — = 
— 
= 


5d»: a IS * 


— ues FX IS - T2 _ — — 
2 — — — — — = - 
1 = - — — DS — = — — — 2 — 
. — —— . ———— — — — — 8 — _ — 


_ 4 ew tt 
—— ͤͤ— 

= — — 
— = 


— — — r 
— X 1 = 2 2 © 
ne en a ——_ — — dr 

RR rd Re. — N — — 5 


= — — — 1 &: * I = 
— ——— — - — —— — — 
. ͤ— Ä—„V— . — ͤßV—— 
— — — , 
= — nary ora 
* 


167 
EN 3! 
ien 
i 4 
1 
il 54 468398 
* i Y 1 8 
Nenn 
W 
4 
Wi Fatt? 
n 


W A2 Tn no 
1 — — =o — Pe _ - > 


1732. 


D. of Newcaſtle. The Duke of Newcaſite ſpoke next : 


| h We: 5 5 ED | 
Anno 5. Geo. II. vous Tax, yet we are not from thence to preſume, that they 


will always ſubmit peaceably and quietly thereto. When 
it was fitſt laid on, the People were fully f enſible of the Ne. 
ceſſity that there was ſor laying it on at that Time; but 
now when it is to be laid on without any Neceflity, when 
the Poor are thus to be heavily loaded for no other Reaſon 
or Pretence, but that of relieving a Few of the Rich, can 
it be preſumed, that they will as eaſily ſubmit to the Pay- 
ment of it, as they did heretofore ? They have long ſub- 
mitted to bear heavy Burthens, and they certainly will bear 
as long as they can; but after a Horſe has got his full Bur- 
then, the very Key of the Stable may chance to break his 
Back. Why ſhould we run ſuch a Rifk in a Time of pro- 
found Tranquility? The Patience of the People with r. 
ſpe to Taxes and Exciſes, cannot be now ſo great as it wat 
in the Time of a dangerous and expenſive Foreign War; it 
may now be eaſily ee, and therefore we ought not 
to try Experiments upon it, when there is not really any Oe 
caſio * 7 - » 2 TEL BY i $683. 


a5 
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My Lords, | 

© It is very true, that his Majeſty, in a moſt graciou 
Speech from the Throne, recommended to us the Eafing of 
the People of ' ſome of thoſe Burthens which lay heaviel 
upon them, and in Purſuance of theſe his Majeſty's mol 
gracious Intentions, this Tax upon Salt was propoſed, and wa 
agreed to be taken off, as the Tax which at that Time wat 
thought to lie heavieſt upon the People : But by that very 
Step, my Lords, by the Aboliſhing vf this Tax, we have 
learned that it never did, nor ever can lie heavy upon the 
People. The Share that was contribtited towards it by each 
particular Man, was ſo ſmall, that no Man was ſenſible of 
what he paid whilſt it was ſubſiſting, nor was he ſenſible of 
any Relief by its being taken off: Therefore that his Mz 
jeſty's Intentions might be fully anſwered, that a real Eaſe 
might be given to thoſe who have for many Years beet 
moſt heavily oppreſſed; was this Bill brought in and paſſed 
in the other Houſe. We all know that the Landed Interel 
Hath been for many Years loaded with moſt inſupportable 
Eand-Taxes'; we know that they have ſeverely felt the 
Weight that was laid upon them, and therefore they muſt be 
immediately ſenſible of the Relief that is propoſed to be g 
ven to them by this Bill. 5 ain 
This Tax upon Salt is in its own Nature ſo equal, that 
every Man, every Perſon in the Nation is thereby _ 
16 contribute to the Publick Expence, according to the bei 
nefit he receives: There are ſuch a vaſt Multitude of Pev- 


= thereby obliged to contribute to the publick _ 


(3s }. 
Weight that is. laid upon him; and for that very Reaſon 
the People contributed thereunto for many Years moſt wil: 
lingly, and moſt chearfully ; it never did, nor can it ever 
occaſion the leaſt Grumbling, or. the leaſt Complaint : 
Whereas by the Land-Tax, there are but a very few Perſons 
in the Nation, who are obliged to contribute to the publick 
Expence, and thereby it falls moſt grievouſly upon thoſe that 
are, obliged to pay towards it; a very large Sum may be 
raiſed upon a great Number of People, when every, Man 
contributes his equal and his juſt Proportion, without any, 
one Man's being ſenſible of what he is obliged to pay; but 
when ſuch a Sum is to be raiſed upon a few of that Number, 
every Man that is obliged to pay, not only feels the Weight 
of the Burthen that is laid upon him, but really finds it alto- 
gether inſupportable ; and he has the more Reaſon to com. 
plain, becauſe he finds himſelf obliged to bear ſingly that 
Burthen, which ought in Juſtice to be laid upon a great ma: 
ny. The Land-Tax being then the moſt heavy and the moſt 
unequal Tax of any that are levied upon the People of this 
Nation, and the Tax upon Salt being the moſt equal and 
the leaſt burthenſome, I muſt be => pinion, that if we 
have any Reſpect for his Majeſty's moſt gracious Recomtnen- 
dation from the Throne, if we have any Regard for that Ju- 
| ice and Equality which ought to be obſeryed in impoſing of 
Taxes, we muſt agree to the Bill now before us. 
Then the Lord Bathurſt fpoke as follows ; 
] muſt take Notice, that it is a little irregular to make 
ſo much Mention of his Majeſty's Speech from the Throne ; 
but ſince the Noble Lords who. have ſpoke, have been plea- 
ſed to mention it, I ſhall likewiſe take the ſame Liberty, 
and make this one Remark upon it, That his. Majeſty in. 
that Speech recommends the eaſing of . the poor Artificers and 
ManufaQurers ; Theſe are the only People mentioned there- 
in, and therefore I muſt be of Opinion, that his Majeſty 
then thought that they were the moſt heavily loaded, and 
he firſt that ought to be relieved : This is not only my Opi- 
nion, but it ſeems it was then the Opinion of both Houſes 
ff Parliament, and of every Member of each Houſe ; for, 
though ſeveral Taxes were paged to be taken off, yet 
there was not one Man ineither Houſe that propoſed, or men- 
tioned the taking off of any Tax, but ſuch a one as he 
hought was burthenſome upon that Set of People ; and at 
Walt the taking off of this Tax upon Salt was agreed to, as 
eeing the Tax that lay moſt heavy upon the Poor of this 
ee ingdom. But what are we now about? What are we by this 
Wil! to do? We are to lay a 47 upon thoſe very reeR 
2 | YRols 
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that no Man is ſenſible of what he pays no Man feels. the Anno 5, Ces. Il. 
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14 Bathurſt. 
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to pay the ſame Sum, becauſe to the three the Payment 


ed to pay Forty Shillings, which is juſt as much as every 


we find out ten other Men who are worth Six Pounds * 


( 76 


his Majeſty : We are to lay again the very ſame Load upon 
them, which was then deemed, by both Houſes'of Parlia- 
ment, to be the moſt heavy and the moſt grievous Load that 
lay upon the poor Artificers and Manufacturers of this Nati- 
tion; and in order to what? in order to relieve only the rich 
Landed Gentlemen of the Nation : Even as to them, I think 
it has been clearly demonſtrated, that at laſt it will prove to 
be no Relief, but a very great Diſadvantage ; and it is evi. 
dent at firſt View, that the Landed Gentlemen of ſmall, or 
even of moderate Fortunes, cannot by this Bill meet with 
any Relief; becauſe they will be obliged to pay more to- 
wards the Duty 1 * Salt, than they ſave by being free from 
a Shilling in the Pound Land- Tax. 0 

I ſhall eaſily agree with the Noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, 
that when a Sum of Money is to be paid but by a few, the 
Payments fall much more heavily upon each particular Man, 
than they would do, if the ſame Sum, or even a larger Sum, 
were to be paid by a great many; but when the Sum is in- 
creaſed in Proportion to the Number and Circumſtances of 
the Perſons that are to contribute thereto, the Payments will 
fall as heavily upon each particular Man, as they formerly 
did. This, my Lords, I ſhall beg Leave to illuſtrate by an 
Example or two; and the Caſe being the fame with reſped 
to large Sums, as with reſpect to ſmall, I ſhall therefore 
make Uſe of ſmall Sums only, in order that the Calculat- 
ons may be eaſily made. Suppoſe then that Six Pounds were 
to be paid by Six Perſons of equal Circumſtances, this would 
amount to but Twenty Shillings a- piece, and not be fo grie- 
vous upon them, as if three only of the ſix Perſons wen 


would amount to Forty Shillings a- piece; but if, in place of 
laying this Six Pounds upon the three Perſons, we were do 
lay Twelve Pounds upon the whole Six Perſons, would not 
the Payment be then as grievous upon every one of the Six m 
Perions, as they were before upon every one of the three 
Becauſe in this Caſe, every Man of the Six would be oblig 


one of three only was formerly obliged to pay: I hope it 
this Caſe it will not be ſaid, that any one Man in the fit Pr 
meets with any Relief, unleſs it be that of ſeeing his Neigh- ſu 
bour as wretched as himſelf. Suppoſe again, that Six 
Pounds is to be paid by Six Men, worth about Twelve an 
Pounds a- piece, we know that this would amount to Twen 

ty Shillings a- piece, which is a twelfth Part of their who 
Eſtate: Theſe Pay ments may perhaps ſeem to be grievous 
upon theſe Six Men, and therefore, in order to eaſe them, 


9 


32 1425 
and 240 Men who are 5 Donny — and we Te- Anno 5. Geo. II. 
folve to make this great Number of 256 Men pay among 12232 
them Twelve — each Man according to his Eſtate; — 
in this Caſe there are 240 Men that muſt pay but a Penny | 
a- piece, this amounts to but Fwenty Shillings of the Twelve 
pounds; there are other ten Men who muſt pay but Ten 
Shillings a- piece, this amounts to but Five Pounds of the 
Twelve Pounds, and therefore the ſix Men worth Twelve 
Pounds a- piece, muſt ſtill pay Twenty Shillings a-Man: 
So that the Payments fall as grievouſly upon them as they 
did before, and are equally. grievous upon every one of the 
other 150 ; for it is as grievous for a Man that is worth but 
a Shilling, to pay a Penny, or for a Man that is worth but 
Six Pounds, to pay Ten Shillings, as it is upon a Man worth 
Twelve Pounds to pay Twenty Shillings : In this Caſe F 
am ſure, that no Man will pretend that any Relief is grant- 
ed to any one of the Six Men, and, Fm afraid, this laſt 
Caſe will be found to be too juſt a Parallel to the Caſe 
of laying on a Salt-Duty, inſtead of a Shilling in the Pound 
Land-Tax, which is the Caſe now before us. The Cafe I 
have put has in this the Advantage, that therein an exact 
Proportion is obſerved ; but in the Caſe before us, our rich 
Landed Gentlemen will meet with ſome preſent Eaſe, for 
which the Gentlemen of ſmall Fortunes, and the poor Ar- 
tificers and Manufacturers muſt pay double what they ought 
to pay, if an exact Proportion were to be obſerved. 
This Tax upon Salt is, my Lords, ſo far from being a 
juſt and * Tax, that it is the moſt unjuſt, and the moſt 
RR = that ever was ſet on Foot in this Nation. 
To the publick Expence every Man ought to pay according 
to the Benefit he receives. 14 all Caſes it 1s ud, it is crue 
to tax the poor Journeymen and Day-Labourers, becanfe it 
is not to be preſumed that they can get any Thing more 
than bare Subſiſtance by their daily Labour; the Profits that 
may be made, FO all to the Benefit of the Maſter who em- 
ploys them. He it is that has the whole Benefit of their 
Labour, and therefore he ought to pay the Taxes. Any 
Scheme for taxing of them, is not only cruel,” but it is im- 
practicable, becauſe if, by ſuch Taxes, we enhance the 
Price of the very Neceſſaries of Life, they cannot poſſibly 
ſubſiſt upon the fame Wages they ſubſiſted on formerly; 
they muſt ſtarve, or otherwiſe their Wages muſt be raiſed, 
and thus, at laſt, the Maſter that employs them muſt pay the 
axes that are laid upon the Poor he employs. This, my 
ords, is a certain Confequence, and this is a Conſequence 
that, I'm afraid, has been ſeverely felt by the Merchants 
and Maſter-Tradeſmen of this Nation. But this Tax upon 
dalt has ſomething in it more cruel,” and more unjuſt than 
| any 
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Loy there is but a ſmall Number of the Poor of this Nation 


E. of Ilay, 


jects of Compaſſion, and are the firſt that ought to be relipy: 


6 18 
bute more in Proportion than the Rich: We all know that 


that live in the Families of the Rich, moſt of them live u- 
pon daily Wages, and in little Cottages of their own; the 
chief Part of their Food is ſalt Meat, and ſalt. Fiſh, and 
therefore we mult conclude that the poorer a Man is, the 
more he is ebliged to contribute to the publick Expence, by 
the Means of this Duty upon Salt, in ſo far at leaſt as relates 
to his own perſonal Conſumption. 3), +4: ay 
The Earl of Ilay then ſtood up and ſpoke to the Effet as 
follows : . | | 
My Lords, | | | 
I have heard a great many hard Names given to the 
Bill now before us; but I am ſtill convinced that it does not 
deſerve any one of thoſe hard Names by which it has been 
diſtinguiihed ; upon the contrary, it will, I believe, appear 
to every Man that examines narrowly into the 'Truth of 
Facts, that this Bill is as good a Bill as ever was brought in- 
to this Houſe. As to his Majeſty's Speech, it is certainly a 
little irregular to take ſo much Notice of it in this Houſe; 
but all that his Majeſty meant by that Speech, was no more, 
than that his Subjects ſhould be eaſed as ſoon, and as much 
as poſſible, and that thoſe who were moſt oppreſſed, ſhould 
be the firlt to be relieved ; he certainly did not mean to con- 
fine his Parliament to the relieving of the Artificers and 
Manufacturers, without Regard to any of the reſt of the 
People; he did not mean to confine us to any particular 
Set of People: His Majeſty underſtands too well our Con- 
ſituation, aud has too great a Regard for the Preſervation 
thereof, to offer in ſuch a Caſe to lay any Reſtraint. upan 
his Parliament. He, out of that Love and Affection which 
he has always ſhewn for his People, recommended the relier. 
ing of thoſe who were the moſt heavily loaded; but he left it 
entirely to his Parliament to conſider, and to determine who 
were the greatelt Objects of Compaſſion, what Sort of Peo- 
ple ought to be the firſt to be relieved ; and if we conſider 
the Caſe of many a poor Landed Gentleman in this I{land, u 
I believe it will eaſily appear, that they are the greateſt Ob- 
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ed. This, I believe, I can eaſily make appear, but I ſhall 
firſt examine the moſt material Objections I have heard # 
inſt the Tax now propoſed to be revived. _ 
I find, my Lords, That one of the chief Objections a: 
inſt this Bill is drawn from hence, that they ſay it will 
give a moſt terrible Increaſe of Power to the Crown, by the WW 
Addition of ſuch a Number of Officers, who are all to be E. 
at the Diſpoſal of the Crown, and muſt therefore he De; Bl 
| f pendent, 


„„ 1. | = 
pendents, nay, downright Slaves to the Adminiſtration: Anno 5. Geo. II. 
Why really, my Lords, if there were any the leaſt ' Ground - #732 © 
for raiſing to ourſelves ſuch a frightful Spectre, I ſhould be aa 


much againſt this Bill as any Lord in this Houſe; but when 
we examine into the H iſtory and Circumſtances of our Coun- 
try, it will appear plain, that we have no Oecaſion to put 
ourſelves in ſuch Frights, though a much greater Number 
of Officers were to be added. We all have read at leaſt of 
a Time, when the Crown had much more Power than is, 
by this Bill, to be put into their Hands; they had once 
| their Court of Wards and: Liveries, at the ſame Time they 
bad their Court of Star-Chamber, and they had beſides a 
great many other Powers, which they claimed as Preroga- 
tives ; your Lordſhips muſt all know, that almoſt every one 
of your Eſtates were at that Time under'the Power, arid 
depended, in a great Meaſure, upon the Pleaſure of the 
Crown. There were ſo many Powers, Privileges and Prero- 
gatives claim'd, and moſt of them actually enjoy d, that there 
were but few rich Landed Gentlemen who could aver, that 
the free and ſafe Enjoyment of their Eſtates did not depend 
upon the Pleaſure and Good-will of the King. There were 
few Corporations in Britain who could ſay, that the Enjoy- 
ment of their Charters did not, in a great Meaſure, - depend 


. — , —_ Ld 


then as ambitious, and as fond of arbitrary Power, as any 
future King can poſſibly be; yet, with all this Power, no 
one of them could ever ſubvert or deſtroy the Liberties of 
this Nation. So far otherwiſe, that we found Means to 
make them give up all the illegal and extraordinary Powers 
which they, or their Anceſtors, had aſſumed; and, by the 
happy Revolution, we got the Liberties and Privileges of 
the People fully aſcertained, and firmly eſtabliſhed upon a 
lafting, I hope, an everlaſting Foundation, if I may — 
lowed to ſay ſo of any Thing that is to endure as long as 
the World endures. 5 . 7205 

Even this very Tax from which ſo dreadful Effects are 
now pretended to be apprehended, this very Tax, I ſay, 
was laid on, and was made perpetual in the Reign of King 
William III. who was the glorious Preſerver of the Liber- 
ties of this Nation, and of all Europe. We know' that 
during all his Reign, the Number of Officers under the 
Crown was of no Service to him with reſpe& to any Par- 
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2 continual Oppoſition in Parliament, ſuch an Oppoſition as 
he was often obliged to give way to, and that even in Things 
where it afterwards appeared plain that he was in the right. 
Even the Method of collecting this Duty propoſed by the 
ill now before us, was firſt introduced by — 
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upon the Good - liking of their Sovereign. Our Kings were 


liamentary Affairs 3 we know that he met with a ſtrong and 
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berties of their y, as any Miniſtry ever had ; they 
were ſenſible of the great Frauds that were committed un- 
der the former Method of raiſing it; and therefore they 
put it under the Management of Commiſſioners and Officers 
particularly appointed Bi that Purpoſe ; and the Event an- 
1wered their ExpeRations, for it then produced twice 3 
much as it had ever done before. Vet that very Miniſtry, 
notwithſtanding all the Succeſſes. of their Adminiſtration, 
notwithſtanding their having carried the Glory of Eng/and 
as high as ever it was carried, and notwithſtanding their 
having all the Officers of the Revenue, and of this very 
Duty among the reſt, as much at their Beck as ever any 
Miniſtry can be ſuppoſed to have; yet that Miniſtry, I ſay, 
were not able to preſerve themſelves in the Adminiſtration 
any longer, than the Nation had a Mind they ſhould be 
continued; nay, they could ſcarcely protect themſelves a. 
gainſt the Malice of their inveterate Enemies: It plainly ap- 
peared, that their only Safeguard conſiſted in the Wiſdom 
of their Adminiſtration, and the unblemiſhed Innocence of 
their Behaviour. From hence, My Lords, it maſt appear, 
that there is not the leaſt Danger to be apprehended from 
the Bill now before us, Thoſe Jealouſies and Fears that 
are pretended, are really nothing but meer Phantoms, and 
like the Phantoms in Homer and Virgil, they ſeem to bs 
thrown in, to divert us from doing what we ought. +: 
As moſt of the ether Objections againſt this Duty upon 
Salt, are founded upon Suppoſitions that cannot be granted, 


the Anſwer to them will be very eaſy. It is ſuppoſed, that 


this Duty is grievous: upon the Poor, and therefore it is (aid, 
that it will be a Loſs to the Landed Intereſt, and may ge- 
caſion Tumults and Inſurrections. Now this Suppafition 
cannot be granted; we know the Contrary from Experience. 
This Duty continued, and was chearfully paid for above 
four and thirty Years ; the People were ſo little ſenſible of 
it, that they hardly knew of any ſuch Duty; and when 
it was taken off, there was not a Man in the Nation that 
from thence felt any Relief. Upon its being taken off, 
there were no Rents raiſed, nor were the Wages of any Ser- 
vant or Workman lowered. Even by thoſe who were at the 
Pains to make Calculations of what Salt they might con- 
ſame in a Year, it was found, that they had only about a 
Groat or Six-pence to ſpend in a Year, more than they 
had before; and this could not be diſcovered, but by thoſe 
who could and did make ſuch nice Calculations, and how 
few there are of ſuch we may eafily imagine. 1 9:580] 

There is another Suppoſition made, that this Duty will 
produce above twice as much as it really does; that 9 

| | ; dhe 


ie the 71 
lick, will be raifed upon the People. This Suppoſition 


between the Groſs and Nett Produce of this Duty: But, 
My Lords, it is well known, that many conſiderable Arti- 
cles were always charged to the Groſs Produce, which never 
were really produced, nor ever paid by any Man in the 
Nation. There were great Quantities of Salt entered, which 
was afterwards exported z there were great Quantities of 
Salt likewiſe entered, which was afterwards employed in 
the Curing of Fiſh for Exportation : Though the Duties 
upon all ſuch Quantities of Salt were charged upon the en- 
tering thereof, to the Groſs Produce of the Salt Duty, yet 
no ſuch Daties were ever really produced ; they never were 
paid by any Man breathing. | Thoſe who entered ſuch Salt, 
gave Bond, of were charged on the Books as Debtors for 
the Duties on ſuch Salt; and as ſoon as they made it ap- 
pear, that the Salt was exported, or that it had been em- 
ployed in the Curing of Fiſh for Exportation, their Bonds 
were delivered up, or they were entered upon the Books 
as Creditors for as large a Sum, as they had been entered 
Debtors for on Account of that Salt. By deduQting all ſuch 
Articles as theſe from the Groſs Produce, we ſhall find 
that there never was a much larger Sum really raiſed upon 
the People; than that which came Nett in to the Publick 
Revenue; and therefore this Suppoſition, and all the Cal- 
culations founded thereon, muſt be wrong. | 

As to what is faid, My Lords, in relation to the Sub- 
ects of North Britain, there never was either a Favour of 
an Injury deſigned to be done to them by this, Bill; there 
never was any Partiality intended to be ſhewn to- them : 
They are, by the Articles of the Union, to pay no more to- 
wards the Salt-Duty, than what is to be charged upon them 
by the Bill now before us. And this Tax is by Experience 
known to be ſo eaſy a Tax upon the People of that Coun- 
try, that I am perſuaded, every Man in the Country will 
huſe to be ſubjeR to this, rather than to any other Tax 
We hatſoever. I do not doubt indeed, but the People of that 
Country, as well as the People of other Countries, would 
huſe to pay no Tax, rather than to pay the ſmalleſt Tax 
hat ever was laid on ; and therefore thoſe in that Country, 
ho have no Land Eftates, would, without doubt, chuſe to 
ave a Land-Tax, rather than a Salt-Tax ; it is the ſame 
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our Lordſhips. | | | 

* This leads me naturally to confider the Hardſhips of 
he Land Tax, and the — of the Landed — 
1732. | 7] 
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double the Sum which comes in to the Uſe of the Pub- Ano g. Ges. I 


is founded upon the great Difference that there always was, N 


n this Country; it will eternally be the ſame in all Coun- 
ries. But this I am ſure can have no Weight with any of 
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Aano 5, Geo.II, and here indeed, I have good Reaſon to make uſe of all 


1732. 


thoſe hard Names againſt the Land-Tax Bill, which have 


been fo plentifully beſtowed upon the Bill now before us, 
We all know what a ſmall Proportion the Landed Gentle- 
men of this Nation bear to the reſt of the People; we all 
know what a Number of rich Merchants, Tradeſmen, Stock- 
holders, Money-lenders, and other ſorts of People there 
are in this Nation, who have no Land-Eſtate, or but a very 
ſmall Land-Eſtate, in Proportion to their other Eſtates: 
None of thoſe pay a Farthing, or but a meer Trifle toward; 
the Land-Tax. I am ſure, I do not make a Computation 


too favourable for the Landed Intereſt, when I ſay, that 


all thoſe that are poſſeſſed of any Land-Eſtate taken toge- 
ther, do not make above a hundredth Part of the People 
of this Nation; and yet I may modeſtly ſay, there ha 


been raiſed upon them only for theſe forty Years paſt, | | 


at leaſt one third Part of the Publick Expence yearly, taking 
one Year with another, The Land-Taxes that have been 
raiſed within theſe forty Years, will, I am convinc'd, a. 
mount te one third Part of the whole Money that has been 
raiſed within that Time for the Publick Uſe. Beſides which, 
the Land-holders have contributed their full Share to every 
other Tax that has been laid upon the People. How ini- 
quitous, how unjuſt is this, to make a hundredth Part of 
our People pay by means of one Tax which falls upon them 
only, a third Part of the Publick Expence, beſides their 
Share of all other Taxes ? But this is not all ; even among 
the Landed Gentlemen themſelves, how unequal is the Land- 
Tax divided? There are ſome whoſe Eſtates are rated to 
the Land-Tax at the full Value ; they pay a Shilling in the 
Pound for every Shilling Land-Tax that is laid on; there 
are others, whoſe Eſtates are rated to the Land-Tax at a. 
bout a Half only of the real Value; they pay but Sin- 
pence, when their Neighbours pay a.Shilling ; and there 
are a great many, who pay but a Groat, becauſe their Lands 
are rated to the Land-Tax at but one Third of the real 
Value. How can this be reconciled to that Juſtice and 
Equality, which ought to be obſerved as to the impoſing of 
Taxes upon the People? _ $5 5 

_ © Suppoling, My Lords, that we could make every Man 


contribute to the Publick annual Charge, according to the 


Rents or the Profits he has yearly coming in from his Eſtate, 
or from his Trade and Buſineſs ; this, indeed, would be 
the molt equitable Way of laying on Taxes, if it could be 
done; but even in this View we ſhall find, that the Landed 
Intereſt has for theſe forty Years, by Means of the Land- 
Tax only, paid near twice their proportional Share. The 


Bands of England were never reckoned: to bring in * 


S * N — 1 0 „ 


| „ | 

Ten Millions a Year, according to the Rates of the Land- Anno 5. Geo. II. 
Tax; but becauſe they may be undervalued, we ſhall reckon 1732 
that they bring in 20 Millions a Year :. We muſt however * 
from thence deduct what is paid yearly by the Landed Gen- | 
tlemen for the Intereſt of the Mortgages upon their Eſtates, 

for Repairs and the like, and what they loſe by the Bank- 

ruptcy of their Tenants ; it has always been computed, that 

the Mortgages upon the Land- Eſtates in England amount 

to 20,000,000 /. the Intereſt of this Sum at 5 per Cent. is 

one Million yearly ; and allowing that all the other Deduc- 

tions amount to another Million, we cannot reckon the In- 

come or Rents of all the Land-holders in Exg/and to amount 

to above 18 Millions a Year. The whole People of this 

Nation at the loweſt Computation are reckoned to amount 

to 8 Millions; of theſe there is a hundredth Part, that is 

80, ooo, that are Land-holders, but admitting their Number 

to be 100,000, there muſt then be 7,900,000 Perſons in this 

Nation, that have no Land-Eſtate; and ſuppoſing them to 

ſpend in a Year in Victuals, Drink, Cloaths, Diverſions and 

all incident Charges, but 12 /. a Year, one with another, 

which Jam fure is the loweſt Computation that can be 
made ; their yearly Expence, and conſequently their yearly 

Income, will amount to very near 95 Millions, which is 
above five Times the Income of the Landed Intereſt ;- and 
yet we have been ſo unjuſt as to make the Landed Intereff 
pay for above theſe forty Years, a Tax which it laid upon 
them only, and which has amounted to at leaſt a Third of 
the whole Publick Expence, beſides their equal Share of all 
other Taxes. 3 | 3 
This unequal Load which has ſo long been laid upon the 

Landed Intereſt of this Kingdom, is the more grievous, becauſe 

many of our Landed Eſtates are heavily loaded with Mortga- 
ges; for there are many Landed Gentlemen in this Nation, 
who have the Appearance of a great Eſtate, and yet have 
but a poor Reſidue coming in for the Support of their Fa- 

milies, after the Intereſt upon their Mortgages, and the 
Taxes are all paid: Let us conſider, My Lords, that by 

laying an Additional Shilling upon the Land, we perhaps 

take from many Gentlemen in Britain the only Support 

they have left for their poor Families. The Gentlemen of 
Land-Eſtates are generally of old Families, their Families 
have perhaps for many Years been conſiderable in the Coun- 

try where they live, they muſt maintain the CharaQer and 
the Dignity of their Families, they muſt provide large For- 

unes for their Children, or they muſt charge their Eſtates 

vith new Mortgages for that Purpoſe. By continuing thus 

to overcharge them, we ſhall make them all become depen- 

dent upon the Crown 3 this will add a Power to the Crown 

1732. | L 2 [ID that 


3 EE 
Anno 5. Geo. II, that we ought to be much more afraid of, than of addi 

1732. a few neceſſary Officers for collecting the Publick Revenue, 

"> Upon conſidering theſe Things, My Lords, we may eafily 

Judge which is the moſt iniquitous, which is the moſt, dan- 

gerous, a high Land-Tax, or this Duty upon Salt. Who, 

ever conſiders theſe Things, muſt ſoon reſolve to agree to 

the Bill now before us. | 


| The Salt-Bill Then the yy” being put for committing the Bill, it 
t 


c.mmitted. was carried in the Affirmative, by 40 againſt 7. 
March 29. The Order of the Day being read for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the ſaid. Salt 
L4 Shaftsbury Bill, the Earl of Shafteſbury preſented a Petition from ſeye- 
preſents a Peti- ral Merchants, Maſters and Owners of Ships, c. in the 
_ * Mer- Town of Liverpool, ſetting forth, © That the Reviving of 
ren the Salt Tax would be a very great Prejudice to them in. 
it; their Trade and Fiſhery, and particularly that the Importati- 
on of Herrings from Scotland would be the Ruin of that 
Trade among them, þy which a great many poor.Families 
who then lived by that Trade, would be brought upon the 

Pariſh. We | 
Whereupon L4 Immediately after the reading of this Petition, the Lord 
De la War pre- De la War preſented a Petition in the Name of the Mayor, 
3 <1 mY Aldermen, and moſt confiderable Merchants of the ſame. 
of Lie reel Town of Liverpool, repreſenting, That they had been in 
in Favour of it, form'd, that upon the 29th of that Month, being Sunday, ſe- 
VvVvVeral Perſons had privately and clandeſtinely ſigned a Peti- 
tion to be preſented to their Lordſhips, againſt reviving, the. 
Salt- Duty; but that they were of Opinion, that neither the 
Reviving of that Duty, nor any Clauſe in the Bill that had 
been brought in for that Purpoſe, could be prejudicial to 
them, or to any Perſon in that Town, or, as they believed, 
in any other Part in England, and that therefore they would 
moſt readily and willingly acquieſce in whatever their Lord- 
| ſhips ſhould pleaſe to do in that Aﬀair.” Hereupon the firkk 

Petition was rejected. 5 
Motion to ex- Then the Earl of Shafteury mov'd, That it be an In- 
empt Salt us d ſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they do receive a Clauſe 
in Manure. to exempt all Salt, uſed for Manuring of Land, from the Du- 


ties laid by the ſaid Bill. After Debate, the 1 was: 


put thereupon, and reſolv'd in the Negative: Not-Content 


74, Content 21. 


Diffentient' | 

Proteſt on rejec- Becauſe it has been found by Experience, during the Time 

fing the Motion, the Duties upon Salt were taken off, that great Improve- 
Z ments have been made in ſeveral Parts of the Ki 

by uſing Salt in Manuring of Land; but by the Revival of 

thoſe Duties, without the Proviſion deſigned by this Inſtrue- 


— 


„ A „ of 


rr rere 


| fet the Merchants, already under great Difficulties by Rea- J 
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669 3 
tion, there muſt be a total Stop put to all Improvements of Anno g Geo. IIA 
that Nature; and we are convinced that in a few Years the 1732» 
Lands of England might have been raiſed, by the Uſe f- 
this Manure, more than double what this Tax will produce | 
to the Government; and we apprehend this to be a very 
improper Time to check the Induſtry of the People, and: 
prevent their domeſtick Improvements, ſince, we fear, the 
National Wealth is not likely to be increaſed at this Time 
by any foreign Commer eee. 


Scarſdale, Strafford, Boyle, Winchelſea and Nottingham, 
Thanet, Ker, Bathurſl, Shafteshury, Narthampton, 
Litchfield, Suffolk, Coventry, Carteret, Abingdon, 
Bridgewater, Warrington, Taveedale, Gower, Maſbum, 
B rift "ER | 1 . | | f 


' 


| 


After this LordGoavey moved, that it bean Inſtruction to the Motion to ex- 
{aid Committee, that they do receive a Clauſe to exempt, from empt home- 
the Duties laid by the Bill, all home-made Salt uſed in vic- made Salt us'd 
tualling of Ships. After Debate, the Queſtion was put for victualing 
thereon, and it was reſolved in the Negative, by 75 6 
gainſt 21. 7 | | | 


Diſſentient', . FE 81 8 
I. Becauſe the Duties to be laid by this Bill on all home · proteſt on rejec- 
made Salt uſed for victualling of Ships, increaſes the —_—_— ting it, 
of the Royal Navy, and is a heavy Burthen upon the Trade 
and Navigation of the Kingdom, and will very ſenſibly af- 


ſon of the Decay of Trade, and the many grievous Loſſes 
they have ſuſtained, and the Hardſhips they have under- 
gone by Depredations, Seizures and Confiſcations, too ſe- 
verely felt by moſt of the Traders of Great Britain, and 
too publickly known to be doubted of. | o % TORR 
II. Becauſe this Duty upon our home-made Salt, muſt 
occaſion many of our Merchants to victual their Ships 
Abroad, to the Diminution of the National Wealth, and 
- the great Detriment of the Landed Intereſt of this King- 
om. 3 6 


Strafford, Winchelſea and Nottingham, Taueedale, Suffolk, 
Briſtol, Ker, Abingdon, Scarſdale, Shaftesbury, Boyle, 
Coventry, Bathurſt, Carteret, Thanet, Litchfield, Bridg- 
water, Gower, Maſbam, Warrington, Northampton. ' 


| Motion for re- 
Then the Lord Bat burſt moy'd, That it be an Inſtructi- ſtraining any Of- 
on to the ſame Committee, that they do receive a Clauſe to — 
reſtrain any Perſon, during the Time he ſhall be concerned concern d in E- 


Or lections. 


IN | ( $6 ) 5 
Anno 5. Geo. II. or employed in the charging, collecting, levying or mats 
222. ging any of the Duties to be granted by the Bill, from be. 
| ing a returning Officer, or voting, or influencing any Elec. 
tor to vote in Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put thereon ; and it was 
reſolved in the Negative, by 71 againſt 21. SI 


Diffentient, Kee $4! 704 81, Berg j £456 
Proteſt on reſu- I. Becauſe the Officers employed in the Cuſtoms, in the 
— for Exciſe, in other Branches of the Revenues, and in other 
Parts of the publick Service, are already vaſtly numerous; 
they compoſe, in Effect, a ſecond ſtanding Army, and are 
perhaps, in ſome Reſpects, more dangerous than that Body | 
of Men properly ſo called; the Influence. which they have 
in the Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, has been 
too often felt to have been denied; and we preſume, . that 
Examples are not hard to find, where the Military Forces 
have been withdrawn to create the Appearance of a free 
Election, and the ſtanding Civil Forces of this Kind have 
been ſent to take this Freedom away. Should we: ſuffer 
this Invaſion on the Freedom of Election to continue, much 
more to increaſe, it will be caſy, in our Opinion, to demon- 
ſtrate, that one vital Principal of our preſent Conſtitution 
and the Freedom of the Brit; Government mult be loſt; 
ſince the Houſe of Commons might indeed afterwards be a 
Repreſentative of an Adminiſtration, or of one ſingle Mini- 
| Ker, but could no longer be a true Repreſentative of the 
People. We think ourſelves obliged therefore to oppoſe 
the Growth of ſo great an Evil upon every Occaſion; and 
we apprehend that every ſuch Increaſe of the Officers of 
the Revenue, as this Bill imports, is ſtrictly, ſuch an Occafi- 
on; and therefore we think the Inſtruction ſhould have been 
agreed to, that we might not add to that Evil, which, we 
conceive, is already too great. | 3 
II. Becauſe, from the very Inſtitution of Parl:aments, (at 
leaſt from the Time when they m_ to be compoſed and 
held, in the Manner and for all the Purpoſes they now are, 
the principal Aim of the Enemies of publick Liberty has 
been to enable the Crown to govern without them, or 0 
corrupt their Members, or to deſtroy the Freedom of theit 
Elections: From the ſame Time we may date the conſtant 
„which has been taken by the Friends of the publick 
iberty, to ward off thoſe ſeveral Dangers ; and the Laws 
which appear in our Statute-Books, for regulating Elections 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, as well as the Qualif- 
cations of the Electors and the Elected, are ſtanding Monu- 
ments, which ſhew how early thoſe Dangers began, = 
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that the Oppoſition to them began as early. The Form of Anno gl. Geo. I, 


our Government, as it has been ſettled ſince the Revolution, 
leaves no longer Room to apprehend the firſt of che Att 


jecting the Penſion-Bill three Times ſucceſſively, to think the 
Laws already in Force ſufficient, to prevent the ſecond z but 
the third muſt, in our Opinion, be look'd upon to be a 


growing Danger, and to require extreme Watchfulneſs a- 


gainſt the Conſequence of it, as long as the many heavy 


Taxes, and the preſent' Management of the publick Reve- 
nues, keep up in all Parts of the Nation ſuch an exorbitant 
Number of Receivers, Superviſors, Collectors, and other 
Tax-Gatherers, who are maintained by the People, but are 
ſolely directed by the Treaſury. The State of Property 
and the Nature of Tenures anciently, the real as well as 
the pretended Prerogatives in Times ore modern, gave to 
the Crown, among other Influences, a very great one in the 
Elections of Members of Parliament. Thanks be to God, 
and to the Virtue of our Forefathers, this State of Proper - 


ty is alter'd, and theſe Tenures are aboliſh'd ; and theſe 
Prerogatives are either taken away or limited, deſined an44d 


fixed by Law; there will remain therefore no Means of de- 
ſtroy ing the Freedom of Elections, except thoſe of Corrup- 
tion, which, we hope, may be render d ineffectual, by the 
Law to which the Houſe couſented two Seſſions ago, to the 
entire Satisfaction of the whole Nation; unleſs the Dangers 
we are apprehenſive of ſhould ariſe by eſtabliſhing ſuch: 


Augmentations of the Number of Officers employed in the 


Revenue, without Reſtrictions to prevent them from being 
returning Officers, or voting, or influencing any Elector to 
vote in future HectioaꝓsÖꝛss. „ear 

III. Becauſe we apprehend that if any ſuch Augmentations, 
without the aforeſaid Cautions, are ſuffered to be made, 
greater Danger will ariſe from this new Itifluence, to the Free- 
dom of Elections, and by Conſequence to the Conſtitution” 


of our Government, than ever did ariſe When the Prerogative #: 


was carried to the utmoſt Height, and the Influence of the 
Crown was the moſt ſeverely felt and complained- of; we 
apprehend that this exorbitant Number of Officers may, ona 


Time or other, effect the Deſtruction of / thoſe Liberties, ſor 


the Preſervation of which the Taxes were given which thoſe 
Officers are employed to collect. We apprehend, that by 
conſenting to the [Increaſe of theſe Officers, without Re- 
ſtriction, we ſhall contribute to ſuch an Influence, as may 
prove more fatal to Liberty than any of thoſe which 
were formerly acquired, becauſe it will be the Effect of a 
parliamentary Eſtabliſhment ; and will make its Way the 

5 more 
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mentioned; the Wiſdom of this Houſe has ſeemed, by re- 
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g ee ul more buch. by making it jndicoly, aach and Mendy 


„ 1 ** 
— Stafford, Warrington, Litehſall, Coventry, Taverdaly, 

— Thanet, Scarſdale, Brifol, Boyle, Maſban, 
VM iucbelſaa and Nottingham, Carteret,” Shaftesbury; Ba. * 
7 | thurft, Suffolk, Bridgewater, Ker, Northampton. Wake 


Then it was moved to adjourn, which was carried in the 
Negative, by 71 againſt 21. +143; Bile) 
Aſter this the Bill was read through, by which Time it be. | 
ing Six o'Clock, the Houſe adjourn'd to next Day, © | 
March 30. The Houſe refolved itſelf again into a Com. 
mittee upon the faid Bill, when the Lord Carteret moved, 
That the lat Clauſe of the Act of the gth and 6th of #3. 
liam and Mary, intituled, An des for granting v0 thiis 
Maj eſti es certain Rates and Duties pon Salt, ani upon Bir, 
Ale aud other Liquors, for ſecuring tertain Recumpences, &. 
8 might 38 A a —— 52 8 „ 

Obi moved, That the Opinion of the Judges might be aſked; 
the jute 4 whether or no that Clauſe was revived by — Bill then be- 
cerning a Mem- fore them: But it being infiſted upon by ſeveral Lords; that 
der of the H. of jt was not proper to put the Queſtion" in thoſe Term, be- 
N * cauſe that Clauſe never having been repealed, it was "not 
managing the therefore neceſſary to revive it by any expreſs Clauſe for 
Salt-Duty, that Purpoſe in the Bill then before them; after ſome D. 

| bate about the Form and Method of ſtating the Queſtion; 
it was agreed to be put to the Effect as follows, wit.” WR. 
ther any Member of the Houſe of Commons could, direfily 
ot indirectly, be concerned in the farming, collecting, or m. 
naging the Duties to be revived by the Bill then before tim 
To which the Anſwer was, That they could not. Then 
the Queſtion being put for reading it a third Time, it was 
carried in the Affirmative, by 79 againſt 26. eee 
Debate on the Next Day the Bill being accordingly read a third Time; 
Third Reading Lord Carteret ſaid, * That that being the laſt Opportunity 
of the Salt-Bill. he ſhould probably have of offering any Thing againſt that 
| ing his Opinion againſt a Bill, which was, as he th 
the worſt Bill chat had ever been brought before that Houſes 
It was, he ſaid, in his Opinion, a moſt infidious Bill; there 
was a Snake in the Grafs, which, if they did not oruf 
would, if he might be allowed to uſe Scripture Term 
bruiſe the Heel of the Conſtitution, and ——— 
their Lordſhips : That he would not repeat what h be- 
fore ſaid, but he thought he had proved, that it was cot 
trary to the Intereſt of Erg/and, contrary. to the Intereſt ot 
Scotland, deſtrustive to the Land Intereſt, deſtructive _ 
"= | Trading 
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Trading Intereſt ; and what was worſt of all, that it would Anno 5. Geo. L. 
ruin the Conſtitution. 3 | 47342. 

To this the Duke of Newcaſtle anſwered, © T hat there was — 
no Argument brought for proving any Thing againſt the Bill, P. of Newcaftle, 
but what had been fully anſwered and refuted : That if there 
was any Snake in the Graſs, it was in the Oppoſition that 
had been made to that Bill, for that there had been no Rea- 
ſon publickly given, that could give any Colour or Pretence 
for making ſo ſtrong an Oppoſition to that Bill, which in 
its own Nature was one of the moſt juſt, one of the moſt 
compaſſionate, and one of the moſt neceſſary Bills, that had 
ever been brought before that Houſe : That the very De- 
ſign of that Bill was to preſerve the Land-Intereſt, without 
the preſerving of which, neither our Trade nor our Conſti- 
tution could long ſubfiſt. | | > ras 
Then the Queſtion being put for paſſing the Bill, it was The Salt-Bill 
carried in the Affirmative. GED he 


Diſentien” . 1 | Abingdon. ing 
10 Becauſe this Tax hath been found, by long * . 85 
rience, to be moſt grievous to the Subject; for which Rea- : 
ſon the Parliament lately, upon the Recommendation of his 
Majeſty from the Throne, choſe to repeal this, as the moſt 
oppreſſive Part of the Sinking-Fund, for the Eaſe and Re- 
lief of the Subject: It may therefore ſeem very extraordina- 
ry, that in ſo ſhort a Time, before the People have received 
much Benefit from it, in a Time of Peace, and without any 
Neceſſity (that appears to us) and when the Supply might be 
raiſed with leſs Glens and Inconvenience within the Year, 
we ſhould have recourſe to a Tax too odious and oppreſſive 
5 be continued, even for the Payment of the National 

ebt. | | he 
II. Becauſe we have Reaſon to believe the Parliament 
would not have cut off ſuch a Branch of the Sinking- Fund, 
(which has been eſteemed ſo ſacred and neceſſary) if it could 
have been thought that it could ever have been applied to 
any other Uſe; and it may give Cauſe to apprehend, that 
the reſt of the Sinking-Fund may, by the ſame Means and 
to the ſame Purpoſes, be occaſionally diminiſhed, till it is 
reduced too low to ſatisfy the publick Creditors, and diſ- 
charge the immenſe Debts of the Nation: Which Opinion 
(if it ſhould once prevail) would effeQually deftroythe Publick 
Credit, and involve the King and Kingdom in inextricable 
Difficulties. 1 

III. Becauſe this Tax, inſtead of being applied to the 
Payment of our Debts, occaſions the Increaſe of them; and 
inſtead of raiſing the Supply within the Year, which is al- 
ways moſt eligible, even in Time of War, if it can be done, 

1732 M "71+ © 2" 


1 a - 


* 
* 


An 6 *% © e op 8 9 


| „ 49% 3 
Anno 5. Oeo. II. and which Method (if it had been taken at firſt and purſued) | 
, 273% had left the Nation free and unincumber'd to us and our 
> Poſterity, we now mortgage the Revenue, in Time of Peace, 
| for a Term of Years, tho' but a ſhort one, and yet what 
the People may notwithſtanding apprehend will be continu- 
ed, and be made a Precedent in all Supplies for the future; 
which Method of anticipating the Revenue muſt neceſſarily 
weaken the Government, by depriving it of the Means ne- 
ceſlary for its Support in caſe of any ſudden Emergency of 
War, or other publick Cdlamity, and in conſequence throw 
all the Weight of the Publick Expence upon the Landed In- 
tereſt, which will pay dear for the Relief of one Shilling in 
the Pound only in this Year's Land-Tax. | 
\ IV. Becauſe it is liable to Frauds and great DeduCtions, 
which make the real Produce into the Exchequer little, tho 
i it raiſes much upon the People; and is a great Diſcourage- 
i ment to the Fiſhery, and a Burthen upon the Trade and 
| Navigation of the Kingdom. oe RG 
V. Becauſe. it is not only a great Burthen to the 
Landed Eſtates, and particularly to the Graſſing Farms, 
but even a Prohibition to all Improvements of Land, in 
thoſe Parts where it is uſed for Manure. _ _ 
VI. Becauſe as this Exciſe is propoſed without any ap- 
parent Neceflity, or Convenience to the Publick, or eyen 
any real Advantage, (as is ſuggeſted) to the Landed Inter- 
eſt, it muſt neceſſarily create a jealouſy in the People, that 
it is a Step and IntroduQion to a more general one ; than 
which nothing can be more odious and dreaded, but a 
3 Army, that muſt neceſſarily attend the Execution 
of it. N 
VII. Becauſe Scotland being charged only with one 
Shilling per Buſhel on Salt, which is not a third Part of the 
Duty, it introduces an Inequality in Trade, contrary to that 
which ſeems eſtabliſhed by the Articles of the Union, and 
tends to the keeping up invidious Diſtinctions between the 
two Parts of the united Kingdom. It may juſtly be doubt- 
ed, if the Exemption from this Duty at the Time of the 
Union is a ſufficient Reaſon for the like now, ſince the Du- 
ty was appropriated to the Debts of Exgland contracted be- 
fore, and is now revived for the current Service of this 
Year ; yet under the Appearance of Favour, the People of 
Scotland will, at leaſt, pay in three Years the full Sum of 
24,6721. for the ſaving of the one Shilling in the Pound 
Land-Tax, in the current Year, amounting to no leſs than 
12, 00 J. So that Scotland, inſtead of being eaſed by this 
Bill, is doubly loaded and reſtrained in her Trade upon Ac- 
count of this Diſtinction; and all the Bounties upon Expor- 
tation, payable now there by Law, are render'd Pops 


1 1 * CAL 


is a. 


OE CT TW Tx I RR" oi: a. a oh 


= 


been impoſed. bh 1 3 
VIII. Becauſe the Subjects are laid under grievous Penal- 
ties by this Bill, the incurring of which cannot, in m 

Caſes, be prevented, notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt Care; 
whereby the moſt innocent may be ſubjected to the Diſcre- 
tion and Mercy of the Commiſſioners and Officers of the 
Revenue, wherein the greateſt Partiality may be exerciſed. 


Officers to be employed in collecting them, and which give 
thereby both Occafion and Pretence to quarter Numbers of 
uſeleſs Subjects on the Labour and Induſtry of others, be- 
come ſo chargeable and oppreſſive, that they are hardly 
borne in the moſt arbitrary Governments; and that they 
ſeem repugnant to the very Nature of a Government conſti- 
tuted like ours. The ſole Expence of levying this Tax, ad- 
ded to the Intereſt which muſt be paid for Loans made on 
the Credit of it, will appear, on a fair Calculation, ſuffici- 


Principal and Intereſt of the whole Sum for which the Sup- 
ply is given. In point of good Huſbandry therefore, we 
think, that a Tax of this Nature ſhould be rejected in any 
Country where Reaſon is not ſubdued by Force, and where 
private Will has not been yet received for Law ; but in a 
limited Monarchy, like this of Great- Britain, where the 
Powers of the Conſtitution are divided and ballanced, and 
yet the whole executive Power is intruſted to the Prince, we 
apprehend, that theſe frequent and great Augmentations of 
the Number of Officers appointed, directed and paid by the 
Authority of the Crown, tho' employ'd in collecting and 


the Crown, ought to be eſteemed dangerous to publick 
Liberty, and for that ſuperior Reaſon to be eternally 
avoided, | | hy 


and Nottingham, Coventry, Tweedale, Strafford, Nor- 
feld, Tadcafter, Briſtol. 


„„ 1 ; The 


and conſequently this Tax ſhould not, in our Opinions, have Anno 5: Geo, 


, 


o. II. 
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IX. Becauſe all Taxes which require a Multitude of 


ent to diſcharge, in a competent Number of Years, the 


managing Revenues, which are no Part of the Revenue of 


Bridgewater, Shafteſbury, Came, Bathurſt, Winchelſea 
thampton, Gower, Ker, Scarſdale, Warrington, Litch- 


On the iſt of June the King came to the Houſe, and pro- The Parliament 
rogued the Parliament to the 27th of Fay. | prorogued. 


Anno 6. Geo. II. | pod rl 
The SixTH SEssIoN of the FIRST PARL14a 


1732-33+ 


An Adyreſs on ©: Houſe for your Majeſty” s moſt gracious . Speech from the 


Ki Speech Throne. 
— 2 It is owing to the happy Succeſs of your Majeſty's 
Sixth Seſſion, © Counſels and Negotiations, that your Majeſty now aſſem- 


Nation. 


(92) 


MENT of King GEORGE II. 


H E Parliament, 8 ſeveral See met at 

Weſtiminſfer on the 16th of January: And his 

Majeſty having open'd the Seſſion, with a Speech 
to both . The King being withdrawn, the Marquis 
of Lothian mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks, and being 
ſeconded by Lord Lowelace, the ſame was 1 
agreed to as follows: | 


Moſt ft gracious e | 


V E your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjeſs, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 


aſſembled, do in al Humility return the Thanks of this 


. 

© bles your Parliament for no other Reaſons, but the ordi- 
* nary Diſpatch of the Publick Bufineſs ; and your Majeſty 
* being graciouſly pleaſed to expreſs ſuch great Satisfaction 
in giving us an Opportunity of humbly offering our Ad- 
vice to the Throne upon ſuch Affairs, as ſhall require the 
Care and Conſideration of Parliament, we think it incum- 
© bent on us, in Return, to conſider that Part of our Duty 
* to be the higheſt Honour and Privilege of this Houſe, 
which, as we have always enjoyed, ſo we beg Leave to 
* aſſure your Majeſty, we will never abuſe. 

We will uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to proceed in ſuch 
Manner in the ſpeedy Execution of the great Truſt repoſed 
in us, that the People may be fully ſenſible, that no unrea- 
ſonable Heats or Animoſities ſhall delay or interrupt our 
Deliberations, and that the true Intereſt of our Country, 

the preſent and future Eaſe of our Fellow-SubjeRs, 
the Publick. Good of Great Britain, ſhall outweigh 
all other Conſiderations, though covered by any ſpecious 
Pretences whatſoever. Upon theſe Foundations, we 
may be confident, that our Reſolutions will be agree- 
able to your Majeſty, by being beneficial to the whole 


V 


This Addreſs was next Day preſented to the King, who 
. the ä An ſwer 15 
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My Lords, | '  Anno6. Geo. II, 
« Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addreſs. As the 17373 
10 I Eaſe of my People and the Publick Good have always SEW. 
« been my chief Care and Concern, the Zeal that you ſhew Aa 
« for the promoting of them cannot but be very acceptable 


4 to me.“ ; 

Eb. 23 The Penfion-Bill was read the firſt Time ; and a 
Motion being made for a ſecond Reading thereof the Tae 
day following, it was reſolv'd in the Negative. 


Contents 25 g Not Content 68 8 
Proxies 14 Proxies FS 
Diſntient” 


For the Reaſons enter'd in the Journals of this Houſe proteſt on refu- 
the 21ſt of March 1729, and the zd of March 1730. fing to read the 
. | | Penſion-Bill a 
Scarſdale, Northampton, Foley, Bathurſt, Oxford and ond Time. 
Mortimer, Coventry, Bridgewater, Gower, Montjoy, 
Aylesford, Bruce, Berkſhire, Strafford, Litchfield. 


March 6. The Order of the Day being read for the Debate on the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, Number of | 
to conſider of the Mutiny-Bill, the Earl of Oxford moved, Land- Forces. 
That it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they E. of Oxford. 
do reduce the Number of Forces to 12,000 effective Men, 
including Ivalids, &c. 1 N 

His Lordſhip was ſeconded by the Earl of Vincbelſea, x. of Winchel- 
who ſhewed the dangerous Conſequences of keeping up ſo ſea. N 
great a Number of Regular Forces within the Kingdom in 
Time of Peace; and among many others, which he enume- 
rated, this he ſaid was one, That it made Miniſters of 
State more daring than otherwiſe they durſt venture to be, 
both in contriving and executing Schemes and Projects that 
were grievous and burthenſome to the People; Schemes that 
never could enter into the Heads of any but thoſe who were 


* 


drunk with an Exceſs of Power. 
Then the Earl of Cheſterfield ſtood up and ſaid : | 
My Lords, | | 


Whatever may be the bad Conſequences of keeping up 
a great Number of regular Forces in any Country, no Ar- Earl of Cheſter- 
gument drawn from thence can be any Way applicable to field, 
the Number of regular Forces propoſed by the Bill now be- 
fore us to be kept up : By this Bill, my Lords, it is propo- 
ſed to keep up only 17 or 18,000 Men ; and ſuch a ſmall 
Number is ſo very far from being dangerous to the Liberties 
of this Nation, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for the Pre- 

| ſervation 


285 LE 7 EY 4 
Anno 6. Ge. H. ſervation of our Liberties, ud for the Support of qur pre: 
4 2732-33+ ſent happy Conſtituti e. 
We mult, my Lords, ſuppoſe. two things, befors we 
can ſuppoſe that the regular Forces kept.up may be of any 
dangerous Conſequences to our Liberties :-We mult ſuppoſe 
them to be ſo numerous as to be able to hold the whole Noch 
of the People under Subjection; and we muſt ſuppoſe the 
Gentlemen of the Army to be all of them ſuch abandoned 
Creatures, as that they will join together unanimouſly in the 
wicked Deſign of enſlaving their Native Country: In the 
preſent Caſe, neither of theſe Suppoſitions can be made; 
ſach a ſmall Number as that of 17 or 18,000 Men, en 

never be ſuppoſed to be able to hold the whole Body of the 

People of Great-Britain under any Subjection: We have, I 

hope, many hundred . Thouſands of brave Men in Great. 

Britain, who would riſe in Arms, and would ſoon ſwallow 

up ſuch a handful of Men as that of our regular Army, if 
they ſhould but once be ſuſpected of joining in any Deſign ' 
againſt the Liberties of the People. And, my Lords, I have 
ſo good an Opinion of the Gentlemen now employed in the 
Army, that I cannot ſuppoſe, I believe no Lord in this 
Houſe can ſuppoſe, that any great Part of them would join 
in any wicked Deſign for the enſlaving of their Country; if 
any Attempts were to be made upon our Liberties, I am 
perſuaded that the Gentlemen of the Army would be the 
firſt to appear againſt ſuch Attempts, and would join bear- 
tily, and, I hope, unanimouſly in the Defence of their 

; Country.” E Xie oat! a | 3 oe 
The Marquiſs of Taweedale ſpoke next: 3 

My Lor de, io 18 
© T am ſo far from being of Opinion that the Number of 
Marquiſz of regular Forces, propoſed by this Bill to be kept up, is ab- 
Tweedale, {olutely Neceſlary for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, 

in ſuch a Time as the preſent, in a Time of the molt p 
found Tranquility, that I am throughly convinced no ſuch 

Number would be neceſſary even in a Time of the moſt rag] 

War ; and, my Lords, for the Support of my Opinion, 
have the Experience of all paſt Ages. In the Time of the 
late War there was never any ſuch Number kept up with- 
in the Kingdom, and yet how vain were all thoſe Attempts 
that were then made againſt our happy Eſtabliſhment ? _. . 
* The unnatural Rebellion that was raiſed againſt his late 
Majeſty, is a convincing Proof how little neceſſary it is to 
keep up ſuch a Number as is now propoſed : There wa 
then a very formidable Inſurrection againſt. the Goveny 
ment, perhaps as formidable an Inſurrection as ever can be 
made againſt a juſt and a legal Government, and 1 — 
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Forces, a much leſs Number than w is now pr, 4 70 
dedeled before e Set of any of the eee Trogg. 
which were then brought into the Kingplom, The Rebels 
were ſubdued, and Fl were ſoon after | obliged to ſu var, 
ſome other Meaſures. had been afterwards purſued, with re- 
gard to thoſe'who were engaged in that unjuſt and unnatural 
Ar; the GOL 1 perhaps have made a better 
Uſe of their Succeſs; for if La 

was not a Shilling of the forfeited Elates. ever came to the 
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choſe Commiſſioners and Officers, who were emfloped to. 
inquire after them. e * 1 
It is not eaſy to determine exactly, what particular Num- 
ber of regular Forces may be abſolutely neceſſary for pre- 


way of determining is, from the Experience of paſt Times; 
and whatever Number may be neceſſary for ſupporting a 
juſt Government, I am as ſure, that any Addition made to 
that Number, is a Step towards the Support. of an unjuſt 
and an arbitrary. Government. The. Number now propoſ- 
ed, is not the only thing to be regarded in the preſent 
Queſtion : It is true, there is but 18,000 oropdſed to. be 
kept up, but we all know that in the mariner that this 
18,000 is modelled, in the manner they are kept up, they 
may upon any Emergency be ſpeedily augmented to 40,000. 
effective Men: And that Number, if they ſtood unanimouſly 
together, would, I am afraid, be able to ſupport and ren- 
der ſucceſsful any, Attempts againſt the Liberties of the 
Nation, notwithſtanding the great Numbers, of brave Men 
2 may, I hope, juſtly brag of ſtill having in Great- 
ritain. 1 33 


* I have as good an. Opinion of the Officers now employed 
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that they would be ready. to oppoſe any Attempts againſt. 
the Liberties of their Country, but they are not immortal; 
nor are we ſure that they will always be continued in Com- 
mand, or that they will be ſuc:ceeded by Men of the ſame. 
Virtue and Honour: If any Prince, or any Chief Miniſter, 
ſhould ever form Defigns againſt the Liberties of the People, 
to be ſure he will firft model the Army for that purpoſe ; 
he will diſmiſs all the Men of Honour, and will put Crea- 
tures of his own into their roam, Creatures who will be al- 
ways ready to execute the mat unjuſt, the moſt tyrannical 
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lnlurrection was defeata by a very fmalfFfandfuf of regular Auna 


be kept up; for we all very well know that thatRebellion was 


Lam rightly informed, there” 


Uſe of the Publick, they were all applied to the Payment of 


ſerving a juſt. Government; but I am ſure, that the Roll” 


in the Army, as any Man can have; I have no doubt but 


Commands that he can poſſibly give: This, my Lords, go | 


_ = 


Duke of New. to do ſo; but, my Lords, I have always obſerved, and 


caſtle, 


(96). 


IT. be done in a Moment, and thus the Nation may be undone 


before any Man can fly to its Relief. * 


, Number of regular Forces by this Bill propoſed, is much. 


larger than what is neceſſary for the Support of the Go- 


vernment, or for the Preſervation of the Conſtitution ;1 


mult therefore think that the keeping up of ſo great a Num- 
ber is a turning that Civil Government, under which we 
have for ſo many Ages preſerved our Liberties, into a Mi- 
litary ſort of Government, under which no Country ever 


did, it is impoſſible that any Country ever can, preſerve. | 


either their Liberties or their Properties; under ſuch a Go 


vernment, the Poſſeſſions of every Man muſt entirely de. 
pend upon the Good-will of the Chief Officers of the Army; 


the poor Farmers and Tradeſmen muſfi ſubmit to be plun- 


dered and mal-treated by every common Soldier, and the 
Men of the beſt Families in the Nation may often be oblig-. 


ed to ſue, in the moſt humble manner, to thoſe who were 
formerly their Footmen or Menial Servants. 'This to me, 
my Lied 
for agreeing to the Reduction propoſed.” 
Then the Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke as follows: | 
M Lords, © 3 1 
T ſhould be very glad to agree to the Reduction propoſed, 
or to any Reduction; if I thought it any way ſafe for us 


\ 


any Lord may make the ſame Obſervation from the Expe- 


rience of Times paſt, that we never as yet made any Re- 


duction in our Army, but what it encouraged our Enemies, 
both at home and abroad, to make Attempts towards. di- 
ſturbing the Peace and Quiet of the Nation z we might 
perhaps with a leſs Number be able to defeat any Inſarrec- 
tion that could be made againſt the Government, but then 
we never could be at Quiet for any conſiderable Time, the 


Enemies of the Government would be always forming Plots 
and Deſigns againſt us; and the only Method for preventing 


any ſuch, and for preſerving Peace among ourſelves, is to 
keep up ſuch a Number of regular Forces, as may take 
away from ſuch Men all Hopes of Succeſs: The Number 
now propoſed is the leaſt that can be thought ſufficient for 


ſuch a ſalutary End, and if it were much greater than it is, 


there would be nothing to be feared from it under his pre- 


ſent Majeſty or any of his illuſtrious Family: The preſent. 


Royal Family is eſtabliſhed on the Principles of Liberty, 
upon the Principles of the Revolution, and it is by ſuch 


Principles only that they can ſupport themſelves : The 


Support of the preſent Royal Family, and the Support = 


s, is a moſt terrible State, and therefore I muſt be 
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the Liberties of the Nation depend mutually. apon doe apo - Ans 6. Ceo. II. 
ther; they ſo neceſſarily. depend on one another, that nei - 
ther can be deſtroyed without involving the other in the 


ſame Deſtruction; and thereſore I never can have any! Fears 
or Jealouſies of any Number of Forces kept * Ae 0 
Majeſty or any of his Fami. 

Laſt Year, my Lords, I obſerved that pn: of. — 
Lordſhips declared openly _ keeping up any Number 
of Forces, or any Army at you ſeemed all to agree that 
it was neceſſary to keep up ſome regular Forces, and yet I 
obſerve that all ' thoſe Who then appeared for a Reduction, 
joined all together in voting againſt the whole Bill they 
were againſt having any Bill at all for the Puniſhment of 
Mutiny and Deſertion; from whence I muſt conclude, that 
all thoſe who were then for a Reduction, choſe rather to 
have no Mutiny-Bill, nor any regular Army, than not to 
have er Number n which they had propoſed. to be 
reduced.” 

I do not know, my Lords, what the noble Lord meant, 
when he talked of Men's being drunk with an Exceſs of 
Power ; I do not know any Man that is ſo, or that has any 
Opportunity of being ſo 3 nor do I know of any Schemes 
that have been, 1 are to he attempted or executed, 
that are either grievous or burthenſome to the People. I 
have indeed ſome Gueſs at what Scheme the Noble Lord 
points at, but I believe that when that Scheme comes be- 
fore us, it will appear to be agreeable to the People, at leaſt 
to all the honeſt Part of the People, and it will moſt certain- 
ly appear to be beneficial to the Nation in general. If the 
Gentlemen who are to propoſe. it, did not think it ſo, they 
would be in the wrong — attempt it, I am ſure they never 
would attempt it; but if they are convine'd that it will tend 
to the Improvement of the Trade of the Nation, and to the 
Increaſe of the Revenue, I ſhould think them very weak 
if they were intimidated by thoſe Clamours that have been 
artificially raiſed againſt it, by Men whole private Intereſt 
or Malice has prompted them to oppoſe what they muſt 
know to be for the Publick Good.” 

* Tt it true, my Lords, the Publick Tranquility. is to all 
outward Appearance at preſent pretty ſecure; but, our Tran- 
quility both at home and abroad depends upon ſo many Ac- 
cidents, that it would be very imprudent in us to make any 
Reduction at leaſt for this Year. Even at preſent there are 
perhaps ſome very ſtrong Reaſons for us to be upon our 
Guard; we may perhaps very ſoon have Occaſion for regu 
lar Forces, but I cannot, my Lords, explain my ſelf; 1 — 
Leave not to do it; 1 1 * ſay, _ I never _ 
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Anino 6, eo. Ir. be for a Reduſton,unles the publick Tranquility ſhall fp. 
2-31. pen to be in ſuch a State as may be much mare mn 
= pended on, than it ean be at preſent.” 75 ; 
It is certain that there are two great contending power 
/ : in Europe, between whom there i is and wiltbe a conſtant and 
a perpetual Rivalſhip, fo that it is impoſſible for us, to be in 
an abſolute Cordial eee Sik both at one Time; 
whenever we fall into any Degree of Friendſhip with the 
one, we muſt always expect to be at a ſort of Variance with 
the other; while we keep ourſelves in a good State of De- 
fence at home, we ſhall always be independent of either, we 
need never be obliged to court the Friendſhip of the one too 
much, and we may contemn any Variance that we may hap- 
pen to be in with the other; but if we ſhould ſtrip ourſelves 
of our on proper Defence, we muſt then truſt intirely to 
WE! | one of thoſe Powers to defend us againſt the other, by which 
= . | means we ſhould ſgon be brought into an abſolute Depen- 
| | i dence upon one of thoſe Powers, and ſhould be obliged to 
bs! | join in every Meaſure, and to agree to every Thing that 
9 ſuch Power could propoſe to us. And as F am convinced that 
the Number of regular Forces now propoſed to be kept up, 
is abſolutely neceſſary for our own proper Defence, at leaſt 
for this Year, therefore I muſt be againſt _—y any * 
duQion.” 
E. of Strafford. The Earl 1 Strafford ſpoke next : 


. I ſhall readily grant that there is . Rivaldip 
between the two great contending Powers of Europe; there 
always will, I hope, be ſuch a Rivalſhip ; for if ever that 

Rivalſhip ſhould ceaſe, ' which it never can but by one of 
them being ſwallowed up by the other, it would be an un- 
lucky thing for this Nation, as well as for all the reſt of 
Europe; but, my Lords, are we to keep up a numerous 
ſanding Army as long as that Rivalſhip ſhall continue? if ſo, 
we muſt never think of any Reduction: No, my Lords, 
that Rivalſhip has already continued for many Ages, and 
yet we have always ſupported ourſelves againſt both, with- 
out having ever kept up any ſtanding Army z this new for 
of Defence has been but lately thought on, and never can 
be a proper Defence for this Nation : The only Way we 
have to ſecure ourſelves at home, to make ourſelves conſ- 
derable abroad, and to force a Reſpe& from both theſe con- 
tending Powers, is to do as we have always formerly done, | 

to put our whole Truſt in our natural Strength, which con- 

ſiſts in our Fleet, and in the natural Bravery of our Men in 

8 general; as long as we truſt to this, and obſerve a Neutra. 
lity as to both theſe contending Powers, we ſhall be 
. as 8 
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by both 3 we may fall in ſometimes with be een 


times with the other, according as” — beſt ſuit with our 
own Intereſt, and with the Circumf of — at the 


Time : By ſuch a Management we ſhall always be able to 


hold the Ballance of Europe in our on Hands, and never 
will have any Occaſion either to court the r or to 


fear the Reſentment of any Power on Earth.. 
But, my Lords, if we begin to purſue contrary Mex- 


ſures ; if we be always the firſt to enter into Alliances with 
the Powers of 1 and the —_—_ —— Parties 


. pn Army — ey bas, - I 


been always inconſiſtent with the Liberties of the People: 
The Officers and Soldiers, under ſuch a Regulation, are al- 
ways obliged to give the moſt implicit Obedience to the 
Commands of their Superior Officers they muſt obſerve 


and execute the Orders they receive without any Reſerve or 


Heſitation; they muſt not inquire whether their Orders be 
according to Law; if they do, they are guilty. of Mutiny, 
and may be immediately ſhot for any ſuch Diſobedience. The 
chief Commander of an Army muſt always be veſted with 
an arbitrary and abſolute Power over the Army, and if his 


Army be numerous, he may eaſily hy their Means extend his 
Power over the whole People of the Country where ſuch Ar- 
my is kept up; and therefore; my Lords, in all Countries 
where the People have any Regard to their Liberties, they 
ought never to keep up a greater Number of regular Forces 
than are abſolutely neceſſary for the Security of the Govern- 
ment, and for the Preſervation of the Country againſt any 
ſudden Invaſion or Inroad that may be made by-a. foreign 
Enemy. In this Coùntry wWe have the Happineſs to be ſur- 


rounded by the Sea, we know how difficult and expenſive it 


is to make any Invaſion upon us with any great Body of Men: 
Any ſuch Invaſion we muſt have a timely. Warning of, and 
by having our Militia in good Order, and our Men, as they 
were formerly, all trained up to Arms and Military Diſcip- 

line, we ſhould always be able to draw, upon any Occafion, 
and in any Place within the Iſland, a great Army together, 


to oppoſe our Enemies; if they ſhould happen to have the 


good Fortune to eſcape our Fleet at Sea. In our preſent 
Circumſtances, my Lords, and A * happy Situ” 
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D. of Argyle. 


our Defence; and 


we may ſee, my Lords, if we but attend to what * 


100 


Men are abundantly 
Reduction propoſed. Pats 


To this the Duke of "Argyle reph'd, _—_ bin 


I agree with h ie fay, —ͤ — wn 
Fleet) we have good Reaſon to do ſo, and we accordingly 
do put a great Confidence in our Fleet, It is happy for u 
that we are ſurrounded with the Sea, for otherwiſe, if then 
were any Communication by Land between our Neighbours 
and us, inſtead of the ſmall Number of regular Forces now 


ropoſed to be kept up, it would be neceſſary to keep up at 
; — three times the Number: —— 


Armies that are kept on Foot by our Neighbours, and then 
we muſt conclude, that if they could invade us by Land, a 
regular Army of 60 _ Men would hardly be ſufficient for 

ſides this, my Lords, we ſhould be ob- 
liged to be at a great Expence in fortifying all our Cities 
and Towns, to prevent our Country's being over- run by 4. 


ny ſudden Invaſion, or after any unfortunate Battle. Theſe 


Misfortunes and Charges we are kept free from, by being 
ſurrounded by the Sea, and as long as we have a Fleet ſu- 


perior to any one of our Neighbours, it is hardly poſſible r 


them to invade us with any conſiderable Armament; but, 
my Lords, we are not to truſt entirely to our Fleet for 


tecting us againſt a ſmall: Force; a ſmall Fleet may be ſo 


ſpeedily prepared, an Invaſion with a ſmali Force may be ſo 
ſuddenly made, that the Troops may be landed before we 


have any Account of their Embarkation ; at leaſt ſuch a 


ſmall Fleet may be got out to Sea, before we have any fle- 
count of their Deſign; and if they be once got into the wide 
Ocean, it is well known how eaſily they may eſcape being 
met with by our Fleet. If ſuch a Thing ſhould happen, if 
ever a ſmall Number of regular Forces ſhould be landed, and 
we had no regular Forces to oppoſe them at their Landing, 
what would be the Conſequence ? Why, my Lords, we 
might be ſubdued before we could have it in our Power to 
make any Reſiſtance ; for it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the 
Militia of this or any Country could make any Reſiſtance a. 
gainſt a Body of regular Veterans; Numbers of Men ate 


very little to be depended on; the Men may be perſonally 


brave, but if they want Diſcipline, a very numerous Body 
of Men may be eaſily defeated by a Handful of regular 
Soldiers: This we may be convinced of from Hiſtory z this 


every Day in other Parts'of the World. 
T have, my Lords, heard Gentlemen contemn the 
Spaniſb Armada, which was fitted out in Queen W 4 
| Tims 
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Time againſt this Nation 3 bat in my Opinion, it was. 
for this Country that they never got to the Shore 3 
had, my Lords, 1 6,000 Veteran Troaps on board, which 
were to have been reinforced with as many more as ſoon as 
the Fleet could return to fetch them: I am. afraid, 1 that 
Armada had not met with the Fate they did at; Sea, — 4 
had not been diſſipated by Storms and Winds, that 
Queen would not have found a great deal of Safety in the 
Militia which ſhe had raiſed, ſhe would have. found. æven 
the greateſt Number of them but a very unequal Match for 
ſuch a Body of well: diſeiplined Veterans: And but lately, 
my Lords, we were again in great Danger from the fame 
Country; then indeed they did not pretend ta be a Match 
for us at Sea, and for that Reaſon they prepared for ag Ja- 
vaſion upon us with a ſmall Number of Troaps ; and they 
did it fo privately and. ſo ſpeedily, that they might have 
bren landed before we knew any Thing of their Deſigu, if 
their Fleet had not again been diſſipated by Storms: They 
had then, 'tis true, but a ſmall Number of regular For- 
ces, but few as they were, if we had had no regular 
Forces to have oppoſed them, - they would have been 
ſufficient for the Deſign, conſidering the great Aſſiſtanc tha 
would have got from the Diſaffeted, and the great Num- 
bers even of our own Men that would: have joined them at 
their Landing: Even notwithſtanding the regular Forces we 
then had on Foot, we do not know what would have been 
the Conſequences of their Landing, it would at leaſt have 
involved our Country in a; Civil War; our Liberties, our 
Properties, and all that is dear to us would have again been 
at Stake, we muſt» again have contended for them in a 
doubtful Field of Battle. Such Deſigns, my Lords will al- 
ways be forming againſt us, if we reduce our Army too low. 
and ſome ſuch Deſign or other would probably be the Con- 
ſequence of our agreeing to the Reduction propoſed. + +,// 

* It is certain, my Lords, that every Country muſt have 
ſomething to truft to for its Defence againit its Enemies; 
it muſt have ſome Force, ſome Power to protect it againſt 
Invaders ; if it has not a regular Army of its own Sub- 
jets to truſt to, there muſt be ſome other Power ſubſti- 
tuted in the room thereof. For my Part, I have confi- 
dered this Queſtion as much, I believe, as any Man ever 
did; I have converſed with a great many Gentlemen upon 
the Subject, and I have read, I believe, all that ever was 
wrote upon the Head; and the Whole, in my Opinion, 
may be reduced to theſe three Expedients, which are pro- 
poſed in the room of a ſtanding Army of our own Sub- 
jects; to wit, our Fleet, our Militia, or an Army of 
foreign Auxiliaries. | "APE 13 9 4 
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2732-33 rience of all A us the Precariouſneſs of ſuch a'De 

OF" pendence ; beſides the Inſtances I have already given, we 

28 wow what Danger we were in, in the Year 1708. 'The 
Invaſion ied upon us at that Time might very pro- 


bably have taken Effect, notwithſtanding our Fleet, if the 
French Commanders had had general or diſcretionary Or. 
ders, but happily for us they had peremptory Orders 10 
land only at a particular Place z and it not being in 
their Power to land at that Place, their Orders did not per 
mit them to land at any other. In that Country the Cullen 
then was, for the King's Council and Miniſters to ditt 
both their Generals and their Admirals in every particular 
Part of their Conduct; a Lady perhaps gave Directions 190 
ol | the General when to fight, and a Secretary of State, who 
wn perhaps never ſaw a Ship in his Life, gave Orders to'their 
ol Admiral how to fail,;: To this it was we owed our Safety at 
1 that time, for by the Orders their Admiral had, he could 
bs! not well avoid being met with by our Fleet; but this wa 
1 not the only Thing that then ſaved us from having a Civil 
War kindled up in the Bowels of our native Country; that 
Invaſion might have taken Effect, that Fleet might have 
failed, and the Troops might have been landed according 
to thoſe peremptory Orders, before we could poſſibly have | 
fitted out a Fleet to have intercepted them, if it | had not 
been for a private Pique or a ſort of Jealouſy between 9] 
great Ladies at the Court of France, by which their Pre- 
parations at Dunkirk were retarded, and their Fleet kept 
from failing for ſeveral Weeks; whereby we had Time 
to prepare for their Reception, and to fit out that Fleet 
which prevented their Landing at the Place they were or. 
dered to. a WE LE | e WW 4 
Even the happy Revolution, my Lords, is an Inſtance 
how little a Fleet is to be depended on ; it is well known, 
that King William, in his Way to England at that time, 
came in Sight of the Eng/; Fleet which was well provided, 
and able enough to have fought him ; but the Winds were 
ſo contrary, that it was impoſſible for the Exgliſß Fleet to 
come up with the Dutch ; if they had, my Lords, that 
_ glorious Attempt, by which we recovered our Liberties, 
might have been defeated : By this Accident we then' reco- 
vered our Liberties, but if we ſhould ever reſolve 'to trul 
intirely to our Fleet, the ſame Accident may hereafter be 
the Cauſe of our loſing them. 

The ſecond Expedient propoſed-in the room of a ſtand- 
ing Army, is the Militia: Now, my Lords, conſidering 
the preſent State of our Militia, I believe, it will not be 
pretended that we can truſt to them ; I confeſs, * 
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hat the Militia of a Country may be brought under ſack Ango6, Oath” 


exact Diſcipline, as to make them almoſt equal to any regu · 


TEIN. 


in this Country: We now ſee how much Grumbling is - 


caſionꝰd by the Militia's being called out to exerciſe but once a 
Year ; and from thence we may judge what would be the 
Conſequence if they were to be call'd out once or twice a 
Week, which would beabſolutely neceſſary, in order to ke 

them always ſo well diſciplin'd as that 18 be depend - 
ed on for immediate Service upon any Occaſion. I have, 
my Lords, often heard it inſiſted on, that the keeping up of 
a Standing Army raiſes Diſaffection to the Government; this 
I cannot agree with, but from what I daily ſee, I mult 
conclude, that the laying the whole Militia of the Kingdom 


under a Neceſſity of marching out to Exerciſe once or twice 


every Week, would raiſe a moſt 'terrible Diſaffection a- 


gainſt the Government; and the Diſaffteaion would be the 


more terrible, becauſe the Diſaffected would not only have 
Arms in their Hands, but would have ſome ſort of Skill in 
uſing them. pn ; | 1 

I have, my Lords, ſeen a great many Projects for keep- 


ing the Militia under a good Diſcipline, but in my Opinion, 


every one of them would in this Country prove to be Im- 
practicable, Ineffectual, or much more Expenſive to the 
Publick than the regular Army now kept up. But, my 


Lords, ſuppoſing ſuch a Project to be practicable, N 1 
ei- 


ſing that the Militia could be kept under exact Dilſci 
pline, what is the Difference as to our Liberties? Is a 
Soldier in a red Coat more dangerous to our Liberties 
than a Soldier in a black, a blue, or a white Coat? For 
my Part, I can ſee nothing more terrible in Red than I 
can ſee in any other Colour, nor can I think that an Army 
in Red is more terrible or more dangerous to our Liberties 
than an Army in Black; I do not know, indeed, but the 
latter may be the moſt dangerous of the two; they have 
certainly done much more miſchief to Mankind, and to 
this Country in particular. As to the Power: of the King, 
it is the ſame over the Militia that it is over a ſtanding 
Army; he has an abſolute Command, and names all the 
Officers in the one as well as in the other; and if he were 


to make any Attempts upon our Liberties, would it not be 


as eaſy for him to model the Militia, as it would be to 
model the Army ? | „ | 
* As for the Officers and Soldiers of the Army's being 


obliged to obey the Orders they receive from their Superior 
Officers, without any Limitation or Controul, it is certain, 


my Lords, they are not; they are obliged to obey only 
legal Orders; if they ſhould receive any illegal a 
[*-,* "they 
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| ach Impunity. If I were at the 
| and ſhould . them to ſhaot a 
Gentleman innocently: paſſing by, might not my Regiment 
reſuſe to obey any ſuch Orders 4 Can it be faid that ther 
would be found gullty of Mutiny, or be condemned to be 
t by a Court- Martial for ſuch Refufal'? No, my Lon 
their Conduct would be approved of by any Court - Martial 
_ their Diſobedience would be commended, and the on 
Perſon to be condemned, would be he who gave the illegal 
Orders. The Officers and Soldiers of the Army are there 
fore, in this as well as in moſt other Reſpects, upon the ſame 
Footing with thoſe of the Militia, or at leaſt upon the fame 
Footing that the Militia muſt be put on, before they can | 
be made uſeful for the Defence of the Nation. 
Thus, uy Lords, it appears, that with reſpect to bur 
Liberties, a ſtanding Army of our own Subjects can be 10 
more dangerous than a well-ordered and a well-diſciplined 
Militia 5/ and by late Experience we find, that they behaved 
after the ſame Manner, when they found that Attempts 
were making againſt the Liberties of the Nation: In the 
Reign of the late King James, the Army behaved in the 
ſame manner as the Militia had done under his Father. It 
is a ſort of Article of Faith among ſome People, to believe 
that no Attempts were made againſt our Liberties in the | 
Reign of King Charles I. But, my Lords, the Caſe is {6 | 
far otherwiſe, that his whole Reign, at leaſt from the he. 
ginning to the Year 1641, was a continued Scene. of:the 
moſt arbitrary and oppreflive Meaſures that were ever pur- 
ſued in any Country in Europe; what by his Court of Star- 
Chamber, and by his Spiritual-Courts (of theſe laſt, I-think, 
my Lords, we have ſome ſtill remaining) did not he op- 
| Preſs the Subject in the moſt unprecedented Manner ? Even 
the firſt Set of Miniſters he had, began to encroach upon 
the Liberties of their Country; but after them he got 
ſpiritual Prime-Miniſter, an Archbiſhop, who ſoon drove 
the Nail to the Head, and laid the People under a Nee 
firy of taking Arms in Defence of their Liberties and Pri. 
leges : That King and his Minifters hid taken all poflible 
Care to model the Militia, he had the ſupreme Command 
over them, he had named ſuch Officers over them as he 
thought would do whatever he pleaſed, but what was the 
Confequence ? When Affairs were come to this Criſis, "that 
they ſaw they muſt fight either for the Liberties of the Beo. 
ple or againſt them, many of thoſe Officers the King had 
named took Party againſt him, and the Orders of thok 
who appeared for him were in many Places deſpiſed by the 
private Men. The Army under his Son behaved in'the 
very ſame Manner, and it will always be ſoz in 2 
| 155 1 
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Caſe of a Civil- War, the Army being Part of the People, Anno 6. Seo 
chey will certainly behave as the People do; they will di- 732-33. 
vide, and every Man will join that Party which he think V 
moſt in the M == nn eg” Be” 4 
Now, my Lords; as to auxiliary Troops, I believe nd 
Man will pretend that we ought to keep a ſtanding Army 
. of foreign Auxiliaries within the Kingdom, and if we ould | 
upon any Occafion call any ſuch to our Aſſiſtance, we are 
not very ſure that they will go out again at our Defire : It 
has been moſt juſtly obſerved by a very great Author, that 
whatever Country truſts her Defence to foreign Auxiliaries, 
muſt become the Slave of thoſe in whom ſhe puts her Truſt: 
But, my Lords; ſuppoſing that foteign Auxiliaries called 
in to our Aſüſtance; would always leave us whenever we 
had a Mind; yet Experiente has ſhewn us, that we cannot 
always depend on their coming to our Aſſiſtance as ſoon as 
called. The late unnatural Rebellion afforded us an In- 
ſtance of this; that Rebellion which broke out againſt hi 
late Majeſty ſoon after his Acceſſion, and I am ſure he had 
done nothing to deſerve that Treatment; he had done In- 
juſtice to no Man, he had made no Encroatliment upon our 
Liberties, yet ſuch a dangerous Inſurrection broke out a- 
gainſt him, and we had at the ſaine time ſo few Troops of 
our own, that we were obliged to ſend to our Allies for 
that Aſſiſtance which they were engaged by Treaties to 
give us: Unluckily it had happened that the Dutch, for ſome 
time before, had been ſo much addicted to that political 
Maxim of reducing their Army, that they were not in a 
Condition to make good their Engagements to us: When 
we applied to' them, we were anſwered, that they had no 
more than was abſolutely neceſſary for maintaining their 
Garriſons; ſo that we were obliged to hire Troops in Ger- 
nany, and to wait till they marched down to the Dutch 
Garriſons, before we could have a Man of the Duteh Troops 
to march to our Afliſtance : And we had at that Time fo 
few Troops of our own, that for ſome time after my Arri- 
val in Scotland, I had but 1600 Men to make Head againft 
almoſt as many thouſands, then up in Arms in that Country | 
againſt the Government. It is very wrong to imagine that 
'n Time of Danger the whole regular Army we have can be : 
brought together, they muſt in ſuch Caſes be divided in ſe- 
veral Detachments, and a Detachment left at every Place 
where any Danger may be dreaded, ſo that even from the 
Number now propoſed, it would not be poſſible to form a 
Body of five or fix thouſand Men in any Part of the King- 
dom, except juſt about the City of London.” _ 3 
In the late Affair, the Darch Auxiliaries did at laſt ar- 
7ive, though not till after the Rebellion was in a great mea- f 
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at * long in the Service of the States General, I was once a Ge- 
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of thinking, that the Liberties of all the Countries in Exroye 


4 N 
any more Foreign Auxiliaries in this Country; I had been 


neral in their Army, from whence one would expect that I 
might have had as much Authority over their Troops as any 
Britiſh General could have; and yet I had a very great deal 
of Diffeulty to keep them in any tolerable Order: They | 
were mighty apt to miſtake a Friend for a Foe, eſpecially if 
they ſaw any Thing that was worth taking. I was an Eye. 
Witneſs of the many Hardſhips our beſt Subjects ſuffered from 
theſe Foreign Auxiliaries ; I then did what I eould to reme- 
dy them, and in order to prevent any ſuch for the future; [ 
ſhall always be againſt any Meaſure, which may tend to- 
wards laying the Government under a Neceſſity of calling 
in Foreign Auxiliaries. 15 1 


I cannot imagine how ſome People have got into that way 


have been overturned by ſtanding Armies; I do not know 
one Country in Europe, whoſe Liberties have been over- 
turned by their ſtanding Army. It is a Miſtake to ſay ſo 
of the Romans; the Liberties of Rome were in a great mea- 
ſure overturned, by the Luxury and Corruption that had 
crept in among the People long before the Time of Fultu 
Cæſar; and in his Time, their ſtanding Army were fo far 
from being the only Means of overturning the Liberties of 
Rome, that the greateſt Part of the ſtanding Army joined a- 
gainſt Julius Cæſar; but he had a deviliſh Head of his own, 
ſo that by his own good Conduct, and the Bravery of his 
Troops he got the better of his Enemies, though they had 
the greateſt Numbers even of regular Troops of their 
Side If the Romans at that Time had had no ſtanding 
Army, would not the People, would not the very Mob have 
done the ſame ? Every Man who had Courage, or who 
could be perſuaded to go to fight, would have joined that 
Party he liked beſt ; the Commander who could make the 
beſt Uſe of thoſe that joined him, would have got the Advan- 
tage, and the victorious Army would have had it in their 
Power to have ſettled the future Form of Government 


on what Footing they had a Mind. "=>, a 

© It is the ſame with Reſpe& to all the other Countries of 
Europe where arbitrary Power is or ever was eſtabliſhed. In 
France, it is certain that their Liberties were overturned long 
before they ever had ſuch a Thing as a ſtanding Army; the 
eldeſt Regiment or Corps of regular Troops in France is 
what they call the Regiment of Picardie; that Regiment 
was raiſed only in the firſt or ſecond Year of the Reign 
of our Queen Elizabeth, and it is well known that long be- 


forg that Time the Liberties of the French People _—_ 
| rel 
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grely deltroyed. InSpaiz we know that it was their Prieſts Anne 6. Ges. lr 


that deſtroyed the Liberties of the People; and it is by 
means of their Inquiſition, that their arbitrary Government 


is to this Day ſupported; by means of that terrible Spiritu- 


al Court, their Prieſts ſupport their own deſpotick Rule not 


only over the People, but likewiſe over the Court, and even 
over their Army too. In Sweden, my Lords, it was like- 
wiſe their Prieſts that formerly eſtabliſhed an arbitrary Rule 
in that Country ; and it was by their Army that their Liber- 
ties were reſtored. In Denmark it was a Houſe of Com- 
mons that ſurrendered up their Liberties to the Crown; 


they firſt gave up their own Liberties, and thereby they en: 
abled their King to get himſelf declared the abſolute and the 


arbitrary Sovereign over the whole Country. BP 

Thus, my Lords, we may find that a ſtanding Army 
never had in any Country the chief Hand in deſtroying the 
Liberties of their Country; nor indeed can it be ſuppoſed 
that they ever will: Can it be ſuppoſed that any Man of 
common Senſe, who has a good Poſt in the Army, and has 


the Laws of his Country for his Protection as long as he be- 


haves well]; can it, I ſay, my Lords, be fuppoſed that any 


ſuck Man will ever join in Meaſures for ſubjecting himſelf 
to the uncontroulable Will and giddy Pleaſure of any one 
Mau? He muſt know, that true Honour and Virtue, - 


or a faithful Performance of his Duty could then be no Pro- 


tection to him; his Life, his Eſtate, and every thing that 
is dear to him, muſt then depend on the mere Pleaſure of a 
Court; and every Man knows, that about Courts, true 
Hononr and Virtue often falls a Sacrifice to Whiſpers, to 
deceitful Inſinuations, and to falſe and private Accuſations : 
Is it then reaſonable to preſume, that the Gentlemen of the 


Army, who are by their Education bred Strangers to the 
low Arts and vile Practices uſual about Courts, will ever 
give up that honourable Dependence they have upon' their 


own Behaviour and the Laws of their Country, for the fake 
of a laviſh Dependence upon any Court whatever: For my - 
part, it is not poſſible for me to ſuſpe& any fueh Thing, | 
and therefore I cannot from thenes draw any Argument 3. 


gainſt keeping up a ſtanding Army in this Country. © 


But, my Lords, it is not propoſed that we ſnould put our 
whole Truſt in the Army; the Number propoſed is no way 
ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; the Army now propoſęd is only 


for protecting the Peace and Quiet of the Country againſt 


1 


ſudden Invaſions, with a ſmall} Number of Troops, or ar 


gainſt little Inſurrections, or rather Mobs that may be raif- 


ed by a few diſeontented Subjects: But the main Strength of 


this Nation, and that upon which we principally depend, 


is the Superiority of our Fleet, and the Bravery of our Men 
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$9506. Ges. I. in general: Let w continu to preſerve the profent Sup 
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Ford Rathurſt, 


| to our Fleet, which we can with any Safety truſt to: and 


13 we N to our, Fleet, let us 7 cultivate 
ravery and Military Diſcipline as much as poſſiple 

our Men in general; but do not let us, for the fa — 
groundleſs Jealouſies and pretended Fears, expoſe the Fan 
of our Country to be Lifturbed by every e ee 


Who ſhall take it in their Heads ſo to do, or by eve 


who ſhall be prompted by his Reſentment or Ambition 
rebel a gainſt the Government of his Country.” 

The L Lord Batburſt role up next, and ſpoke : as follow: 

Lords, + 

© The Noble Duk who f e laſt, has ſpoke ib 
fully and ſo well in ky, avour of . —— Army, that if it 
were poſſible to convince me that a ſtanding Army is conſi- 
ſent with the Liberties of any Country, that Noble o_ 
would have done it ; I ſhould even be afraid to riſe 'up 
offer any thing in Anſwer to what he has ſo well et. 
thar Suhject, if it were not, that I think myſelf under a 
2 T5 of giving your Lordſhips ſome Reaſon for my voting 

I ſhall do, in the important Queſtion now before 4 

* I was glad, my Lords, to hear that Noble Duke allow 
that the Militia of the Kingdom might be put upon ſucha 
Footing as to be uſeful for our Defence: This I ſhould be 
glad to ſee done, becauſe I think it the only Defence, next 


as there is no Man more capable than he, for putting us in 

2 way of making our Militia uſeful, I wiſh he would give us 
Thoughts upon that Subject; I am ſure there is 

be can offer but what will be well received and readily 

to. As to the Expence of keeping our Militia under a pro- 

er Diſcipline, I do not think that it is of any Conſideration 

in the preſent Queſtion, if it ſhould amount to a great deal 

more than what we now pay for maintaining our regular 

Army; it would be an Argument of no Weight with me a. 

gainſt the Scheme, for I am ſure if the Expence were great- 


er, our Power would be render'd in Proportion much more 


extenſive, and our Liberties much more ſecure. 
If, my Lords, the Militia were to be put upon a * 
per and a right Footing, if they were to be put upon ſuch 


a F ooting as to be really uſeful for the Defence of the Coun 
try, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the People would grum- 


ble at any Charge or Inconvenience they were put to upon 
ſuch a neceſſary and reaſonable Account. The many Loads 


they have quietly ſubmitted to of late Years, ſhew us, that 


they are not apt to grumble, when they are convinced of 
the Reaſon of the Thing; but at preſent they know, that 
the Militia are of no publick Uſe, they know that the 
drawing thera out to Exerciſe nds to no End but that of 


putting 
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putting Money in the Pockets of the Officers, and therefore Anno 6, Gas. N. 


grumble when they find themſelyes put to any Exponce 2733 
Rep ble Account. 747 a 0 7 . 


ſuch an unproſitab Ne 5 wink 
'P"'Though the Milicia of the Ki be under the Com · 
mand of the King, though their be all named by 
the King, yet under fuch a Military Force, our Liberties 
muſt be fafe : The Militia of the Kingdom are the People 
of the Kingdom, and it is impoſſible to make uſe of the Peg- 
ple for oppreſling the Liberties of the People ; but a ſtand- 


ſelves as a Body ſeparate and diſtin from the People: And 
if the People in general neglect the Uſe of Arms, and truſt 
entirely to ſuch a Military Force for their Defence, — 
who has the abſolgte Command over them, may eaſily 

upon Ways and Means to make Uſe of them for oppr 
the Liberties of the People; by granting particular Favours 


of a few Men bred up to Arms and Military Diſciplite, he 
may do whatever he pleaſes with the Multitude who have 
neither Arms in their Hands, nor any Knowledge how tq 
uſe them if they had. What the Noble Duke ſaid as to 
Auxiliaries is moſt certainly true, thoſe who truſt entirely tao 
Auxiliaries for their Defence, muſt always he Slaves tothoſe 
in whom they put their Truſt : It is, My Lords, for this. 
yery Reaſon that I am againſ a Standing Army; for it holds 
equally true of a Standing Army of our own Subjects, as of 
an Army of foreign Auxiliarięs ; wheever truſts his Defence. 
to any thing but himſelf, muſt be a Slave to that in which 
he puts his Truſt ; and whatever People put their whole 
Truſt in a Standing Army even of their own SubjeQs, will 
ſoon come to be as great Slaves as the People who put 
their Truſt in an Army of foreign Troops; the Maſters 
equally grievous. che: 172 
© I believe it never was ſaid, that a Standing Army is the 
only Method by which an arbitrary Power may be eſtabliſh- 
ed; there are, without doubt, other Means by which it 
may be eſtabliſhed, but I am ſure that it can never be lon 
ſupported without a Standing Army. By a political — 
cunning Adminiſtration the People may be cheated out of 
their Liberties ; by ſome ſpecious Pretence or another they 
may be induced to give up all thoſe Barriers, which are the 
Defence and the Protection of their Liberties and Privileges; / 
but the Fraud will at laſt be diſcovered, and as foon as it 
35, the People will reſume their ancient Privileges, if there 
be no new fort of Power eſtabliſhed for protecting the arbi + 
trary Government againſt any ſuch Reſumption, which 
Power can never conſiſt in any thing elſe but a Standing 
Army of ſome kind or other. I 


ing Army of regular Forces ſaon begin t look upon theme 


to ſuch a Military Force, and by / preſerving the AﬀeRtions 


may be different, but the Slavery is the ſame, and will be 


— 


Anno 6. Geil. A Standing Army muſt 
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dangerous equence to the Liberties of every Country. 
In ſome free Countries there may be at leaſt a Shew of Rea 


ſon for their ſubmitting to ſuch a Danger, but in this Conn 
try there cannot be ſq much as a Shew of Reaſon ; we have 


a Fleet ſuperior to that of any of our 'Neighbours, and we 
know how difficult it js for any of our Neighbours to invade 
us with a conſiderable Force; ſuch Deſigns muſt always be 
diſcovered long before they can be ready for Execution; 
and as long as we preſerve a ſuperior Fleet, we ſhall -always 
have it in dur Power to prevent the Execution of any ſuch 
Deſign ; but granting that they ſhould by any ſtrange Fa- 
tality or Negligence, eſcape our Fleets at Sea, yet fill ut 
ſhould have time to for their Reception; if ou 
Militia be always kept in good Order and under a proper 
Diſcipline, / they will be ſufficient for our Defence againſt any 
Power that ean be brought againſt us, as long as the King is 


| poſſeſſed of the Aﬀettions of the People in general, and thoſe 


he can never loſe ſo readily as by deſpi g the People, and 


- truſting entirely to his Standing Army. | 


As for thoſe ſmall Invaſions which the noble Duke 
pleaſed to mention, what though they had landed? What 
would have been the Conſequence ? I hope, my Lords, it 
is not to be imagined, notwithſtanding the contemptible 
State to which our Militia has been by Neglect reduced, 
that this Country is tobe conquered by fix or ſeyen thouſand 
Men. Even the late King William, though he had eſcaped 
the Engl; Fleet, where it is ſuppoſed he had a good many 


Friends, though he had double that Number of Men, and 


though he got all his Troops ſafely and without Oppoſition 
landed upon the Enghz/ Shore; yet, my Lords, upon hs 
ſeeing ſo few come in to join him upon his firſt Landing, 
he was very near going off again. It is not an eaſy matter to 


bring about a Revolution againſt an eſtabliſhed Government; 
but ĩt is ſtill much more difficult to come in as Conquerors, 


and pretend to ſubdue ſuch a powerful and populous Coun: 
try as this is. And if the great King Villian, who came 
to, relieve us from Slavery and Oppreſſion, who brought 
along with him ſo great an Army and ſo powerful a Fleet; 
if he, I ſay, was ſo doubtful of Succeſs upon his firſt land- 
ing, what have we to fear from any ſmall Invaſion? Surely 
from ſuch the Nation can never have any thing to fear; 
whatever ſuch a Government as that of King James's was, 
might have to fear from ſuch Invaſions when encouraged, 


called in and ſupported by the Generality of our People 


at home. This 1s a Caſe which I hope never will again 
happen; it is a Caſe againſt which we are not to provi 
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ind for theſe Reaſons I. ſhall be for agreeing to the Reduc- Anno 6. Ges. H 


tion propoſed. 


© As to our Armies not being obliged. to obey any. bebe... 
gal Orders, I donot know, N whether it be ſo or 
no 


not; but in my Opinion the noble Duke has given us a go! 


Hint for an Amendment to the Bill; this Word, Legal, 


ought certainly to be put in, and then in caſe of any Diſobe- 
dience to ſuch Orders, a Council of War would certainly . 
have it in their Power to examine firſt. into the Legality of 
the Orders given, as to which there may be. ſome Doubt as 
the Bill ſtands at preſent z it may be at leaſt alledged that 


as the Bill now ſtands, the Council of War would be obliged 


to paſs Sentence againſt the Soldiers for Mutiny, whatever 
they might afterwards do with the Officer who gave the 


illegal Orders. 1 ning 4's 
Then the Lord Carteret ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, 4 . By 
© So many Lords have ſpoke ſo well in favour of the Re- 


duction propoſed, and have ſo fully anſwered all the Objec- 


Lord Carteret, 


tions made againſt it, that I ſhould not have given your 


Lordſhips any Trouble on the preſent Occaſion, if it had 


not been that I now find, that not only a Standing Army, 
but an Army of the full Number we haveat preſent on foot, 


ſeems to be made a Part of our Conſtitution : The old Pre- 


tence of continuing the ſame Number of regular Forces for 
one Year longer, ſeems now to be laid aſide: His Majeſty 
in his Speech from the Throne told us that the Publick 
Tranquility was now fo fully eftabliſhed, that he had no 
other Reaſon for calling us together but only for ti ordi- 
nary Diſpatch of the Publick Buſmeſs ; and muſt this, my 
Lords, be looked on as a Part of the ordinary Buſineſs of 
the Year? Muſt the continuing of a Standing Army of 
18,000 Men, in time of Peace; be a Part of that Buſineſs 
which is yearly to paſs of courſe in Parliament? It has 
been a long time continued from Year to Year ; but if it 


once comes to be an Affair which is yearly to paſs of 


Courſe, wherein will it differ from thoſe Standing Ar- 
mies by which the Liberties of other Countries have been 
undone ? : Re ED 

* A Standing Army alone may not perhaps be ſufficient 
for bringing ſo great a Misfortune upon a People; there 
muſt be other Cauſes concurring z but it may be averred, 


that in all Countries where arbitrary Power and abje& Sla- 


very have been introduced, the fatal Change in the Confti- 
tution has been owing to a numerous Standing Army, a 
great Number of Officers of the Revenne, and a proſtitute 
Clergy ; and even theſe three concurring together, muſt 
require ſome time before they can get the better of __ 

tres 
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Generality 
of them may be ſoon made regardleſs of every thing but the 


for the Eſtabliſhment of arbitrary Power. 
At preſent, my Lotds, we may depend upon his Ma- 


are not ſure of having always a King ſo wiſe and good, of 


of keeping up a Standing Army in time of Peace; we are 


up, and modelled 3 in ſuch a manner, as to be | 
pendent on the Crown 3 it is not to be ., that ry 
Officers and Soldiers of an Army y rife from among a free” | 
People, can be inimediately diveſted of all thoſe Notions of 
Liberty, with whith they were endowed when they firſt liſted 
in the Army; but if they have a brave and cunning Com- 
niander, this may be done in a few Years ; the | 


Will and Pleafure of him who can prefer them to a ſuperior | 
Command: A large Revenue and many Officers cannot be 

at once eſtabliſhed upon a free People; this muſt be done 
by flow Degrees, and requires many plaufthle Pretences: 

And it is to be hoped that the Honour and Virtue of the 
Clergy would ſtand ſome little Shock, they could not at cg 
be brouglit to that Degree of Proſtitution, which is neceſſary = 


jeſty ; we are convinced that he will not attempt to es- 
ö upon the Liberties of his People; we may likewiſe 
depend on it, that our preſent Army would not ſupport any 

ſuch Meaſures, were they to be attempted ; his Majeſty Fu 
been fo good as to employ Men as Officers in the A 
whoſe Honour and Integrity we may depend on, but 


an Army of ſo much Virtue and Honour ; and under the 
beſt of Kings we ought to provide againſt the worſt. 
I do not ſay, my Lords, that we are now in any in. 
mediatè Danger of lofing our Liberties ; but I ſay, that'we 
are getting into that Way by which the Liberties of e 
Country have been andone; we are Mabliſhing the Cultom 


every Year increaſing the Number of the Officers of the 
Revenue, what will the Conſequence be? I tremble to 
think of it! We are not indeed under any Danger while his 
preſent Majeſty lives to reign over us : But will not every 
ſucceeding King ſay, why will you treat me worſe than my 
Predeceffor ? Why will you refuſe to grant me that Number 
of regular Forces, or that Revenue which in the ſame Cit- 
cumſſances you granted to my Father? And we well kno, 
my Lords, how complaifant Parliaments generally are in 
the Beginning of a Reign ; they are generally more apt t0 
increaſe both the Revenue and the Army of the Crown that 
they are to diminiſh either ; and if an ambitious Prince 
mould ſucceed to the Crown, ſapported by ſuch a numero 
Standing Army as what is now propoſed, ſo long kept 25 
fo have formed themſelves into a different Body from 
People to whom they belong, and with ſuch a ks of 
cers 
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Sain, but the Extending of his own Power was the latent 
and the chief Reaſon: "The Inquiſition was not, however, 
the chief Cauſe of the Loſs of the Span Liberties, it was 
only a Conſequence ; for before the Setting up thereof, he 
had got the abfotute Command of a great Army, which had 
been kept up for ſeveral Years under Pretence of theit War 
with Portugal, whoſe then King laid Pretenfions to the 
Crown of Spain; and by keeping his Country in continual 
Wars, he found Pretences to keep up a Standing Army, 
1733 P with 
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them maintaine 
retained in his own: Hands the naming and preferring;the 


for ſome Part of that Time Pretender to their Crom — 
Edward the IIId then claimed to be King of France, und 


vie ch; it is t 
"but he 3 125 10 0 luer erties; of hi 
. and the Chains of the People es ſoon. uf 
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cruel Work. which n * any = | 
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vous by the ſeveral Princes of the Ki dom, who . general! 
Paid their reſpecti Troops 3 or if a any Time 9 hat 
the Publick Charge, yet each-Pring 


Officers employed in his Tr roops, and therefore no-one Man 
could ever procure to -himſelf an abſolute Command 
the Armies of that Kingdom: But at laſt this au 
Cuſtom was laid aſide, the King got into his own Hand 
whole Power of raifing- and paying the Armies tobe! 
ployed for the Defence of the Kin gdom ; and thong 
ſome time after he had ng Money r that Purpoſe -butwhat? 
z as given him by the States of Fance, yet we maß really 
look upon this Change as the Beginning of the French Sl 
very. However for a long Time after this, the R 
France could never prevail with theirStates to provide 
with Money for continually keeping up a numerous Stand- 
ing Army; their Armies were raiſed only when they hat 
Occaſion for them, and as ſoon as the Danger Wag ove 
their Armies were diſmiſſed ; and yet, my Lords,..they hat 
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he. my Lords. was a very terrible Pretender; yet even by 
that imminent Danger they were then. expoſed to,” they 
could not be induced to keep up a Standing .Army ; the 
never had any thing but Militia, or Troops raiſed as Octs 
fion required, and with theſe they at laſt baniſhed the 
Here quite out of their Kingdom. 

But as ſoon as the Kings of France got thus 750 of n 
Enemy within the Bowels of their Kingdom, they then 
after took Occaſion of every foreign War that happened w 
.encrg2ch 2 little further upon the Liberties of their Subjeds, w 
to multiply Taxes and Tax-Gatherers upon them, and#0 
et the Armies of the Kingdom more and more under ther 

Command: 


tion, by a moſt ſtupid Indolence that then reigned among 8 

the Nobility of France, and pet that Nation Hill retained: * . 
ſome Remains of Liberty, till a Prieſt, Cardinal Nene 

by Name, gave their Liberties the laßt Stab. He ieee 
was a great Miniſter, and a great Politician, "though nee 
oppreſſed the Subject at home, yet he not only ſupporteg, - 
but raifed the Grandeur of the Nation Abroad ; he commit- 
ted no Blunders in his Adminiſtration,” nor did he ſubmit t 
any foreign Power in the Freaties or Negotiations he ha 
with them ; and e may remember that in his Palzin⁰, 
Teftament, he left it as a Maxim, that che King ought 
never to part with any Tax he has once got eſfabliſned, 

even though he has'noUſe for the Money ; becauſe by giv-+ 
ing up the Tax he loſes the Officers chat are-employed is 
the colleQing there 8 

' © This great Prime Miniſter was ſucceeded by another 
Prieſt, a foreign Prieſt; / who had all his bad Qualities but 

none of his good; ſo that by * his-MiſconduRt France was 

ſoon involved in'a Civil War, and it is ſaid that one of the 

greateſt Men of France at that time, and one of the 1 

Generals of the Age he lived in, told the Queen Regent, 

that ſhe had a Fellow at the Head of her Affairs Who fort 

his Crimes deſerved to be tugging at the Oar in one of her % 
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4 Gallies. But the arbitrary Power of the King of France) 
f had by his Predeceſſor been ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that it 


could not be ſhaken even by the many Blunders he was 
guilty of; the Nation however was not yet rendered ſo 
tame, but that it was a long while before they would qui- 
etly ſubmit te that Cardinal's Adminiſtration; and we 
muſt allow that even but lately there has a noble Spirit of 
Liberty broke forth in that Country, ſuch a Spirit of Liber: 
ty, my Lords, as might probably reinſtate the People in tha 
full Enjoyment of their former Liberties and Privileges, if 

it were not for the great Standing Army now kept up in 

that Count. 5 983 87, G7 E447 6 ee 

In Denmark, my Lords, it was their Nobles that were 

the Occaſion of the Loſs of their Liberties; they had fur 5 
ſome time thrown the whole Weight and Charge of the * 
Governizent off of themſelves, and had laid it on the Necks 

of the Commons; the whole Expence of the Publick they 

had for ſome time raiſed: by Taxes which fell chjefly upon 

the poor People, and to which they contributed but 4 

Trifle; and the Commons being quite tired out with theſe 

Oppreſtions and unjuſt Exactions, reſolved at laſt to put the 

whole Power into the Hands of their Sovereign; Þ that 

whilſt the Nobles were ſitting and contriving Ways and 

Means how to load the poor Tradeſmen and Mapyfofturers 
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ngo 6. Geo. II. with ſuch Taxes as did not much affect them, they w 
* 2-33. ſent for to the Caſtle, and there were obliged to join = 
WYVL Deed by which an abſolute Power was put into the Handy 
of the King, who could not make a worſe Uſe of it than they 
had done : This was the Method by which arbitrary Power 
was eſtahliſhed in Denmark, but it has eyer ſincg heen ſup- 

ported only by a Standing Army. TREE 
In Sweden, my Lords, their Liberties were not only 
deſtroyed but they were again reſtored by their Army; in 
this laſt Change, my Lords, that Country had the good 
Luck to he moſt ſingularly happy, but how was that mol 
ſtrange and extraordinary Turn of their Affairs brought 
about? I have ſome Reaſon to know it, becauſe I was in 
that Kingdom when it happened. The late King of Sque. 
den, my Lords, is well known to have heen the Darling 
both of his Nobles and Commons; he was ſo much the Dar- 
ling of the whole Sauediſo Nation, that almoſt every Man 
in it was at all times ready to ſacrifice both his Life and hi 
Fortune in his Service, and therefore he had no Occafiontg 
model his Army for any bad Purpoſe; he had employed 
none as Officers in his Army, but the Nobility and Quality 
of the Kingdom, or ſuch whoſe Merit and Services 'fully 
intitled them to whatever Preferment they were honoured 
with by him. His Prime Miniſter however got at laſt too 
eat an Aſcendant over him, Baron Gortz I mean, my 
. who was a Man of no high Birth, nor any ſuper: 
eminent Qualities; yet by his Cunning he got ſuch'a Power 
over his Maſter, that nothing was done without him, no 
Poſt, Civil or Military was beſtowed but according to his 
Direction; the Men of the beſt Quality in the Kingdom, the 
greateſt Generals in the Army, were obliged to ſubmit, 
and ta ſue to him even for that which they were juſtly in- 
titled to; if they ſhewed him the leaſt Neglect, they im- 
mediately loſt all Intereſt abaut the King; if any one 
of them diſobliged the Firſt Miniſter, he might perhaps be 
allowed to keep his Poſt in the Army, he was made Uſe of 
when they had Occaſion for his venturing his Life for them; 
but from the Moment he diſobliged the King's Prime Mi- 
: niſter, he could not ſo much as make a Subaltern Officer; on 
the contrary his Recommendation was a ſure Bar to any Man's 

Preferment. 5 „ | 

The Nobility, the Generals, all the chief Men in the 
Army were ſenſible of this Slavery they lay under, and were 
reſolved to free themſelves therefrom if poſſible ; but. their 
Government was then abſolute, there was no way of com- 
ing at Relief, but by making their King ſenſible of the Dif- 
credit chat accrued to him, by allowing himſelf "_ 
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Lord Carteret was Miniſter i Sweden Anno 1719, 
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their King to be a Man of Ju ment and Penetration, and 


of any one Man: They know Ame 6 G 
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therefore a great Number of them reſolved at laſt upon 


venturing to preſent a Memorial to him upon that Head, 
This Memorial, my Lords; was actually drawn up and fign- 
ed, and was ready to have been preſented, when that brave 
King was killed by a random Shot from Fredericiſtadt which 
he was than bitagng: ; I IF 

« If the King had lived to have received this Memorial, 
we cannot judge what might have been the [Conſequence z 
notwithſtanding its being ſigned by ſo many of the Nobility 
and chief Commanders, notwithſtanding the King's Judg- 
ment and Penetration, his Affection for his Miniſter might 
have got the better of the Reſpect he owed to ſuch a Num- 


ber of his Nobility and Generals; and if ſo, as he was a 


moſt abſolute Prince, the Memorial would have been doom- 
ed to be a ſeditious and a treaſonable Libel, and ſome of 
them would certainly have paid with their Heads for their 
Preſumption; but the King's Death rid them of this Dan- 
er, and the Prime Miniſter who had done ſo many ill 
Thiags was immediately ſeized, tried, condemned and ex- 
ecuted under the Gallows. I <4 - ts 
By this Piece of publick Juſtice, the Nobles and the 
Generals of the Army, whom he had principally offended, 
were ſatisfied, they did not defire to purſue their Ven 
further than the Grave; but, my Lords, the Clergy of 
that Kingdam, thoſe Men who but a few Weeks before 
were his moſt humble Slaves, thoſe Men who would have 
deified him if the Chriſtian Religion had not ſtood in their 
Way, they had a Mind to ſhew a ſuperior Degree of Zeal, 
they petitioned in a Body that his Corps might he buricd 
under the Gallows. | of | 
By the King's Death the ſlaviſh Dependence of the Ar- 
my was at an End, there was then no one Man who could 
pretend to any abſolute Sway over the Army; and as it was 
generally commanded by the Nobles of the Kingdom, they 
had it freſh in their Memories what Inconveniences both 
they and the whole Nation had been ſuhjected ta by the ab- 
ſolute and uncontroulable Will of their former King; as 
there was no one of them that could have any Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding to his arbitrary Power, therefore they all reſolved 
to put both the Government of the Kingdom, and the Com- 
mand of the Army, upon a new and a very different Foot- 
ing. As to the Government of the Kingdom, they eſtab - 
liſhed a limited Monarchy, and finding that they muſt ne- 
deſſarily keep up a Standing Army to defend their large 
Frontiers, they therefore reſolved, in order that the Army 
Tight not be entirely dependent on the Crown, that 2 the 
2 | utare 
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Knno 6. Geo. II. future the Officers thereof ſhould have their ſeveral Commit 

732-33 ſions, Quamdiu ſe bene gelſerit. This Regulation à No- 

| bleman of that Country told me, they took from the Negu · 
lation we have in Exgland with reſpect to our Judges. 

It is, my Lords, a wiſe and a neceſſary Regulation t 

is a Regulation that ought in every Country to prevail, 

wherever a Standing Army makes a Part of their Conſtitu- 

3 tion: In all ſuch Countries the Officers Commiſſions ought 

certainly to be Puamdiu ſe bene geſſerit, and Preferments 

. ought to go in Courſe according to Seniority, ſome few 

| Caſes excepted ; for it is hard 'that a Gentleman 'who has 

nothing but his Commiſſion to depend on for his daily Bread; 

ſhould be obliged either to forfeit his Commiſſion or his 

Hopes of Preferment in the Army, or otherwiſe to do what 

ke knows to be inconſiſtent with the Law and Liberties of 

his Country. 15 3 

I hope, my Lords, that a Standing Army ſhall never 

come to be a Part of our Conſtitution, but if ever it does, 

J will ſay that without ſuch a Regulation as I have menti- 

oned, we ſhall then have nothing to depend on for the Pre- 

ſervation of our Liberties, but the Honour of the Army, 

| = 3 of the Clergy, and the Vigilance of the 
rds. | „ 

From what I have ſaid, my Lords, it is apparent thata 

numerous Standing Army muſt always be of dangerous Con- 

ſequence to the Conſtitution of this Country; and J leave it 

to every Man to judge, whether we ought to expoſe our 

Conſtitution to ſuch a Danger, for the pretended Appre- 

henſions of any Inſurrection at home, or of any Invaſion from 

abroad? As to Inſurrections at home, we are in no Danger 

of any ſuch as long as his Majeſty reigns in the Hearts and 

Affections of the Generality of his Subjects; and as to In- 

vaſions from abroad, I think the little Succeſs the many de- 

ſignedInvaſions, mentioned by the nobleDuke, has met with, 

is an unanſwerable Argument for ſhewing us that we ought 

not to be under great Apprehenſions of any ſuch in Time to 

come; and that we ought not to ſubje@ ourſelves to any 

Thing that may be in the leaſt dangerous to our Conſtituti- 

on, for the ſake of a Danger which Experience has ſhewnto 

be ſo very inconſiderable. | 7 

* If we ſhould ever be threatned with a formidable Inva- 

fion, we ſhould have Time to increaſe our Army to any 

Number we pleafed ; we ſhould even have Time to diſc: 

pline that Army before we could be attacked by any great 

Force, and thereby we ſhould be in Condition to defend our- 

ſelves at Land, if our Enemies ſhould have the good Luck 

to eſcape our Fleets at Sea : And as to any ſmall and unfore- 


ſen Inyaſion, if ever any ſuch ſhoulg be intended againſt > 
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they may probably meet with the ſame Fate that the former Atno6; Oo. in. 


have done; but if they ſnould meet with better Luck, if 
they ſhould come ſafe to Land, they could not bring above 
fve or fix thouſand Men, our Fleets would prevent their 
being reinforced, and ſurely an Army of 12,000 Men in 


| Great Britain, and another of equal Number in {reland, 


would be ſufficient to give a good Account of any ſuch con- 
temptible Invaders. CER A, 29] #595 
It is not now, my Lords, propoſed to disband our Ar- 
my entirely; it is not propoſed to throw out the Bill now be- 
fore us; we are for keeping up as great a Number as may be 
neceſſary for preſerving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom; 
but we are againſt keeping up ſuch a Number as may be 
dangerous to our Conſtitution. Though the Lords who 
were laſt Year for a Reduction, voted againſt the paſſing of 
the then Matiny-Bill, *tis not from thence to be concluded, 
that they were againſt any Mutiny-Bill, or any Number of 
regular Forces; they were againſt the whole Bill as it then 
ſtood, but if that Bill had been thrown out, another might 
have been brought in according to their Liking, and 
that new Bill would then have been unanimouſly agreed 
to. 9 5 | 
Then the Earl of 7/ay ſtood up and ſaid : | 
My Lords, 4 | : | 2 
Whatever ſome Lords may be pleaſed to ſay about an 
Army continued from Vear to Vear by Parliament, there is 
certainly a very great Difference, my Lords, between ſuch an 
Army and an Army continued at the ſole Pleaſure of the 
Crown. It has, I think, been granted on all Hands, that 
while our Army is commanded by ſuch Officers as it is at 
preſent, while Men of Fortune and Figure have the Command 
of the Army, our Liberties are ſecure ; but it is ſaid, that 
theſe Officers may be turned out, this Army may be ſo mo- 
delled and garbled as to be made fit for any bad Purpoſe : 
This, my Lords, I ſhall eafily grant might be done, if our 
Army were to be eſtabliſhed for any Number of Years ; if it 
were to be continued at the ſole Pleaſure of the Crown, an 
ambitious Prince might be able to model it ſo as to make it 
ſubſervient to his arbitrary Views; but while it is continued 
only from Year to Year by Parliament, this is impoſſible to 
be done. It is no eaſy Matter to model an Army ſo as to 
make it fit for ſuch Purpoſes; we know how difficult it is 
to know the private Sentiments of Men's Hearts ; in ſuch 
Caſes Men often conceal their real Inclinations under the 
Cloak of a feigned Zeal for the dire& contrary Opinion, 
which would make it very difficult for a Government that 
had any Deſigns againſt the Liberties of che _— to 
now 
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Earl of Ilayg 
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\ tans). | 
Inv. know what s were to be tamed out, 6: why wit | 
at 93+ proper to be continued, or to be put in the Room: of theft 
named out. It would be impoſlible e to accompliſti this in 4 | 
Year's Time, and if any ſuch Practices were begun, if 
Steps ſhould be made towards modeling the Army for y'by 
Purpoſe, the Parliament at their next Meeting would mol 
certainly take Notice of it, and would apply 3 
Remedy before it could be pofnble for any” Pelces 
Adminiſtration to make the Wound incurable rr 
Fore; my Lords, I muſt Rill be of Opinion that our 
Army, while it is continued from Year” to War by Par- 
liament, cannot be of the leaſt ill Conſequente to our Con- 
—_— were it much W r numerous than What 18 how 


Gn the other Hand, my Lords, the Danget of red 
any Part of our Army i is very great : We know that 
Reductions have | been attended with defigned I- 

ions or Inſurrectibns againſt the Government; this is 

- "Danger we know by Epe, and therefore 3 
Prudence we ought not to come into an No th 
our Country may be again expoſed to 
probable that none of thoſe Invaſions latel intended againſt 
us would have been ſucceſsful, though they had got 2 
aſhore ; I hope no ſuch ever will; hut every one of them, 
if they had landed, would have thrown' the Nation into ter- 
fible Convulſions. Is then, my Lords, the Peace and Quiet 
bf our Country of no Conſideration ? Shall we expoſe our 
Country to frequent Alarms and Confuſions, for the ſake of 
avoiding an imaginary Danger, a Fear which can have no 
Foundation, as long as our Army i is continued only from 
Year to Year by Parliament ? 

We know, my Lords, that there is a Party in the Nation 
diſaffected to the Government, there always will, I an 
afraid, be ſuch a Party ; and they, or at leaſt a great many 
of them, will always join any Invafion that ean be made 
upon us: Even out of Charity to them we ought not to af- 

ford them any Hopes of Succeſs, by diſbanding a Part of our 
Army ; while they have no Hopes of Succeſs they may grum- 
ble a little in private, but they will never venture to rebel 
openly againſt the Government, and while they continue 
in a peaceable State, they may live eaſily as Subjects, they 
will at leaſt preſerve their Lives and Eſtates from being 
forfeited by the Law; whereas if we reduce our Army, it 
will encourage Foreigners to invade us, it will eneouragt 
the diſaffected to rebel againſt the Government, the Nation 
will never be free from Alarms, and we muſt be every now 
and then executing, or at leaſt forfeiting ſome of our Coun- 
— perhaps ſome of our Relations, Fore 
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The Earl of Brifo/ ſpoke next: b + a 

My Lords, 3 | . 

I have often heard the preſent Argument debated in Par- 
liament ; I was one of thoſe who were the Cauſe of the Ar- 
my's being reduced ſo low after the Peace of Ry/avick, 
haps I repented of what I did at that Time, becauſe of the 


Anno 6. Oeo. II. 
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Earl of Briſtol. 


Turn that the Affairs of Europe took ſoon after: But I am 


fally convinced, I never ſhall have Occaſion to repent of be- 
ing for the Reduction now propoſed. For my part, ny 
Lords, I cannot but ſay, that the Queſtion now before us puts 


me in Mind of what happen'd to a Farm-Houſe of mine in 


the Country : The Wall of the Houſe upon one Side had 


failed, and the Houſe had ſunk a little ; yet i might have 


ſtood for many Years without any Neceſſity of pulling it 
quite down in order to be rebuilt, for which Reaſon, I be- 
lieve, I ſhould have then contented my ſelf with repairing it 


a little, and adding ſome Buttereſſes to that Wall which had 


failed ; but ſome Workmen perſuaded. me, that they could 
raiſe it up, and repair the Wall without pulling the Houſe 
down, and I being prevailed on, to work they went; but in 
planting Poſts and other Engines to raiſe up that Side which 
had ſunk, I do not know how, whether by Deſign -or by 
the Unſkilfulneſs of the Workmen, they raiſed the Houſe ſo 
high on that Side, that they tumbled it quite over. 
At laſt the Queſtion being put upon the Earl of Oxford's 
Motion, it was carried in the Negative. | 
March 8. The Bill was read the 'Third *P and paſs'd. 


Diſntient” 
For the Reaſons entered on the Journal laſt 3 againſt 
the Number of Men, then and now to be eſtabliſned, which 
Reaſons we refer to, and think the Circumſtances of Time 
now, do by no Means leſſen the Force of them. 


Bruce, Montjoy, Bathurſt, Foley, — Straford, 
Litchfield, Briftal, Maſpam, Gower, Northampton, 
Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer. | 


1-35 Q April 


The Mutiny 
Bill paſs'd. 


Proteſt againſt 
it. 
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Cone 
May 3. The Houſe having ordered a Bill from the Com- Anno 6. Oe. It., 
mons relating to the Sugar Colonies *® to be committed; 2733. 
before the Houſe reſolved itſelf into that Committee, the 
Lord Bathurſt ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following Effect, 


VIZ. 
My Lords, | | $2 
I have a ſmall Motion which I intend to make to this 
Houſe, and therefore I ſhall take the Opportunity to make ; 
it before your Lordſhips enter upon the Buſineſs of the Day. Cn — - 
I do not know, my Lords, but that ſomething relating to Account of the 
the South-Sea Company may ſpeedily come before your Produce of the 
Lordſhips, and as in ſuch Caſes we ought always to be well S. Sea Directors 
prepared, and fully inſtructed by having all proper Papers _ Eftates 
laid before us, therefore, I will take the Liberty to move, © 
to your Lordſhips, that the Directors of the South-Sea 
Company may be ordered to lay before this Houſe, an Ac- 
count how the Produce of the forfeited Eſtates of the Direc- 
tors of that Company in the Year 1720, has been diſpoſed 
of, and all the Orders made in the general Courts of that 
Company relating to the Diſpoſal thereof. | 
* This Account, my Lords, I now move for, that the 
preſent Directors c © that Company may have Time to pre- 
pare it, that ſo the Buſineſs of the Houſe may not be retard- 
ed by the Want of ſuch an Account, in Cafe upon any 
Emergency we ſhould have occaſion for it. In looking 
over the Papers upon our Table, I find there is an Account 
lying there of the total Amount of thoſe forfeited Eſtates ; 
which Account was laid before this Houſe in Purſuance of 
a Clauſe in an AQ of Parliament, by the Truſtees appoint- 
ed by the ſame Act of Parliament for collecting thoſe Eſtates 
for the Benefit of the Company; and accordingly, after the 
moſt of thoſe Eſtates were collected, the Truſtees were 
ordered by other Acts to deliver over the Produce of the 
ſaid Eſtates to the Directors of that Company, in order to 
be divided by them among the Proprietors, according to the 
Rules preſcribed by thoſe Acts. This Account, therefore, 
being already upon our Table as a Charge againſt the 
Truitees, and the Directors of that Company, and as we 
have as yet ſeen no Account of Diſcharge in Relation to 
that Money, I think it is neceſſary, it is even incumbent 
upon your Lordſhips to call for the ſame, in order that you 
may ſee, and that the reſt of the Nation may by your Means 
be ſatisfied, that the Terms of the AR of Parliament have 
been punctually complied with.” | 
Lord Bathurſt was ſeconded by the Earl of C ate 2 of Cheſter- 
and field. 


— 


* See the Debate on that Bill in CnanDizn's Hiſtory of the 


Commons, p. 


Anno 6. Geo. II. and the IL. ord De la War, who then fat as Speaker of the 


1733. 


* 2 
* 


D. of Newcaſtle. 


. have for calling for the Account now moved for, at leaſt at 


to that Company, nor do I know of any Thing that is to be 


an Account when the Bill is actually brought before us; 


ſome ſuch Bill brought into this Houſe, I ſhall be againſt 


Lord Bathurſt. 


were appointed to give a particular Account in writing 


Effeas of their Proceedings: And by two Acts ſince the 


6128) 


Houſe in the Abſence of the Lord Chancellor, having re.. 
peated the Motion in order to put the Queſtion upon it, the 
Duke of Nævocaſle ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows, wis.;,. 
My Lordi, 8 8 "oF 3 

© ] did not well hear this Motion when it was firſt made 
by the noble Lord, but now that I have heard it repeated, 
1 muſt ſay that I cannot find out any Reaſon your Lordſhips 


# 


this Time: There is at preſent nothing before us relating 


laid before us; there is not, I am ſure, any Lord in this 
Houſe that can know of any Bill to be brought before us 
any Way relating to the Affairs of that Company; at leaſt 
there is no Lord that can know of ſuch a Bill in a Way 
proper for grounding ſuch a Motion upon. If there really 
beany ſuch Bill, it is, I think, time enough to call for ſuch 


and the Pretence made uſe of for moving at this Time for 
ſach an Account, I can ſee no Ground for, becauſe if any 
ſuch Bill be brought before us, the Directors of that Com- 
pany will always have Time enough to prepare and. bring 
in the Account now moved for, between the firſt and ſecond 
Reading of the Bill, and therefore, my Lords, till I ſee 


making any ſuch Order as is now moved for. 

To this Lord Bathurſt reply d, Wa 

My Lords, | | Mi] b 4 8 

When I made this Motion, I hardly expected it would ' 
have been oppoſed, but ſince I find it is like to be fo, 1 
mult beg leave to give my Reaſons for my Motion alittle 
more at large. As to the Account I have now moyed for, 
I think your Lordſhips have not only good Reaſon, but it 
is your Duty, to call for it, whether there be any Bill re. 
lating to that Company to come before us or no. I told 
you, that I was the other Day ſo far in my Daty as to be 
looking over and conſidering the Papers upon - our Table, 
which is a Duty I have, I muſt confeſs, too often neglet - 
ed; among thoſe Papers I ſound an Account of a very large 
Sum of Money, received by the Truſtees out of the Eſtate 
of the Directors of the South-Sea Company in the Year 
1720: Upon ſeeing that Account I began to examine 
little further into that Affair, and I found that that Account 
was laid before us in purſuance of the DireQions given by 
an Act paſſed in the Year 1721, by which thoſe Truſtees 


to the King, and to either Houſe of Parliament of the 


+ bringing 


e — * 


/ 
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bringing in of that Account, I. find, that the Truſteęes are Annio'6. Gee. 


directed to deliver over to the. Directors of the South-Sea 
Company the Produce of thoſe Eſtates, to be by them di- 


ſtributed among the Proprietors according to the Directions 


of thoſe Acts. 


Now, my Lords, I hope there is no Lord in this Houſe 


who imagines that we are in any Cuſè to ſee only one Side of 


an Account; are we, my Lords, to ſee People charge 


themſelves with the Receipt of two or three Millions of 
Money in Truſt for the Proprietors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, and to take no Care or Concern further about it? 
Surely the very Nature of the Thing requires, that we 
ſhould ſee them diſcharge themſelves honeſtly and fairly of 
that Money, which they have, by an Account now upon 
our Table, charged themſelves win. 
This we have not only a Title, but we are in Duty 
bound to enquire into: We have, my Lords, a Right to 
enquire into the Management and Diſpoſal of all publick 
Monies, and we are at preſent the more obliged to exerciſe 
this Right, becauſe of the many enormous Frauds which 
have been lately diſcovered in the Management of the Af- 
fairs of ſuch Companies. I do remember, my Lords, that 
a noble Lord, for whom I have always had a very great 
Eſteem, ſaid laſt Year in this Houſe, moſt juſtly and moſt 


emphatically, that if we did not take Care to put a Stdp'to 


ſuch enormous ' Abuſes, our Credit would entirely fink 
among our Neighbours Abroad; Foreigners would lool 


upon the whole Nation to be à perfect Den of Thieves. 


Even as to the Cmpany now under our Conſideration, 
there have been many and loud Complaints of Frauds and 
Abuſes in the Management of their Affairs, which publick 
Complaints, if there were no other Reaſon, ought to be 
an Inducement for us to enquire into the late Management 
of their Affairs. Upon ſuch Enquiry I hope theſe Com- 


plaints will appear to be groundleſs; but it is certain that 


the People cannot be ſatisfied without making a narrow 
Scrutiny, at leaſt into that Patt of their Affairs, which the 
Motion I have now made relates to. We cannot, my 
Lords, diſcharge our Duty to our Country without making 
ſuch an Enquiry ;. and now that I have made the Motion, 
] hope it will be agreed to; for it it ſhould not I dread 


the Conſequences; the putting à Negative upon ſach a 


Queſtion would certainly injure the publick Credit of the 
Nation among Foreigners; it might probably be the 
Cauſe of their drawing all their Money out of our Funds 
at once, which — 


think of it.” | 8 | 
& 7 R Then 


give ſuch a Shock both to the 
Trade and the Credit of this Nation that I tremble to 


222. 
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Then the Earl of Scarborough ſpoke as follows: 

My Lords, | | | WO 

I am much obliged to the noble Lord who fpoke hf, 


Fail of Scarbo- for the good Opinion he has expreſſed of me. It is ve 


rough. 


Earl of Ilay. 


true, I remember it well, that laſt Seſſion of Parliament [ 
ſaid, upon a remarkable Occaſion, that Foreigners would 
took upon us as a Den of Thieves, if proper Care were not 
taken to ſee the Affairs of our publick Companies more 
honeſtly managed than they have been for ſome Time: 1 
am ſtill, my Lords, of the ſame Opinion, and as T think 
there is no more effectual Way of making the Managers of 
ſuch Companies honeſt, than that of frequent Parliam 

Enquiries into their Conduct, therefore I have always been 
for encouraging ſuch Enquiries, and I ſhall never be againſt 
a Propoſition for any ſuch, when it is reaſonably offered by 


any Lord in this Houſe: But in the preſent Caſe, my 


Lords, the noble Lord, who made the Motion, has not 
only a great deal of Reaſon for what he propoſes, but, in 
my Opinion, it is abſolutely neceſſary for us to agree to 
the Propoſition he has made; for though there were no 
Complaints againſt the late Management of that Company's 
Affairs, yet the Diſpoſal of that Money, which is now 
moved to be enquired into, ſeems to have been fo directhy 
put under our Care, that we cannot in Honour ſhun mak- 
ing an exact Enquiry into it; and if there is any Reaſon 
for delaying the Enquiry, it certainly ought to come from 
the Truſtees, or from the Directors of that Company, it 
cannot come properly from any Lord in this Houſe ; when 


| ſuch Excuſe comes to be made to us, we may then judge, 


whether it is a good one or not; but that can be no R 
for our delaying to order the Account now moved for to be 
laid before us. 5 

Then the Earl of Jlay ſpoke next: 

My Lords, © | | 

* It has always been my Opinion, that when any un- 
expected Motion is made by any Lord in this Houſe, it 
ought not to be immediately debated or agreed to, the 
Debate ovght to be adjourned, . and a Day appointed for 
taking the Motion isto Conſideration, that thereby every 
Lord may have an Opportunity of being fully appriſed of 
the . about which he is to give his Opinion; for 
when long and complicated Motions, ſuch as what we are 
now on, are made to the Houſe, it is impoſſible to under- 
ſtand all the Parts of them, and to conſider fully the Conſe- 
quences with which they may be attended, without having 
ſome little Time allowed for that Purpoſe. 

Fer my own Part, my Lords, I never ſhall be againſt 
Enquiries when there appears any Foundation for the mak- 
| ng 


„ 

ing of ſuch: It is certain that the enquiring firifly into Anno 6. Geo. I. 
the Management of Affairs of any Kind, is the moſt pro- ma. 
per, I may ſay the only Way of making the Managers di- | 
ligent and faithful in the Diſcharge of their Duty; but as 
the making of no Enquiry might be attended with very bad 
Conſequences, ſo the making of too frequent or groundleſs 
Enquiries might be attended with full as bad, if not worſe : 
The making of too frequent or groundleſs Enquiries into the 
Management of our Publick Funds, would make People's 
Properties in ſuch Funds ſo precarious, and would keep 
them always in ſo fluctuating a Condition, that no Man 
would like to have any Property or Share in them; and 
therefore, for preſerving Publick Credit both at Home and 
Abroad, a Medium ought to be obſerved between the two 
Extremes. We are not whenever it ſhall pleaſe any Lord in 
this Houſe to move for an Enquiry into the Aﬀairs of any 
of our publick Companies, we are not, I ſay, my Lords, 

to agree immediately with the Motion: We ought firſt to 

|; examine Whether there be any Grounds for ſuch an En- 

| quiry, and what may be the Conſequences of it, and after 

the moſt mature Deliberation we ought then to give our 

Opinions, and to agree with the Motion or diſagree as we 

ſee Cauſe. Shall we, my Lords, without any Cauſe or 

| Reaſon for ſo doing, except that of its being moved for, 


| give the Managers and Servants of a publick Company the 
| Trouble, and put them to the Expence of attending for 
Months together at this Houſe; of bringing their Books of 
Account, their Vouchers and other Papers before us, and 
thereby put a full Stop to the Buſineſs of that Company for 
] perhaps a Quarter of a Year at a Time: Such a Piece of 
Complaiſance is not to be expected by any Lord in this Houſe; 
inſtead of ſupporting, it would moſt certainly ruin all Man- 
ner of publick Credit whatſoever. | 

* As to the Enquiry now moved for, I do not know, my 
. Lords, but that it may be neceſſary; I do not know but 
t that there may be very ſufficient Reaſons for our calling 
e immediately for ſuch an Account, but I cannot ſo quickly 
r determine myſelf either one Way or the other: It is an 
. Affair that has ſo long lain over, and at the ſame Time it is 
f an Affair of ſuch Conſequence, that I do not think any of 
r your Lordſhips - ought to determine yourſelves off. hand. 
0 All thoſe who have not before conſidered this Queſtion 
- ought to have ſome time allowed them for that Purpoſe, 
- and therefore, my Lords, I ſhall move, that the Debate 
vpon the Motion now made, by that noble Lord, may be 
adjourned only *till To-morrow : This, my Lords, is ſo | 

ſhort a Delay, that I hope none of your Lordſhips will be 

Againſt it. | R 2 e 

1733. Then 
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Anno 6. Geo. II. Then the Earl of Cheferfield ſpoke as ſollows: 


My Lords, „ Fun „ Se e 
If the Motion now made to us, had been for an Inquiry 


E. of Cheſter- into the Affairs of the South-Sea Company, it might per- 


field. 


haps have required ſome Time to conſider of it; or if the 


Queſtion were complicated, ſome Time might be neceſlary; 


but, my Lords, the Motion now made to us is not. for any 
ſuch Enquiry ; it is no complicated Queſtion, it is as plain, 
as fimple a Queſtion as ever came before this Houſe, We 
have had ſeveral Years ago an Account laid before us, by 
which ſome Gentlemen have charged themſelves with the 
Receipt of a very large Sum of Money for a Publick Uſe; 
thoſe Gentlemen have ſince been directed by Act of Parlia- 
ment to apply that Money to the proper Uſe, and the Que- © 
ſtion now before us is only, that thoſe Gentlemen may bring 


in their Account of Diſcharge. The noble Lord who made 


D. of Newcaftle. 


the Motion did not, at firſt, ſo much as mention the Engui- 
ry, and that Account when it comes in will, I hope, be ſo 
full, ſo plain, and fo fatisfactory, that, I hope, it will pre, 
vent an Enquiry, if any ſuch Thing were really deſigned ; 
but fince we have had the Account of Charge laid before us, 
it is ſurely. incumbent upon us to call for the Account of 
Diſcharge ; we are certainly in Duty bound to ſee the Truſ- 
tees and the Directors of that Company diſcharge themſelves 
of that large Sum, with the Receipt of which they; have 
long ago charged themſelves by an Account laid before 
us M ; R > 2 


This, my Lords, is our Duty, and ſhall we require Time 
to conſider whether or no we ought to do our Duty ; I hope 
no Lord in this Houſe will inſiſt upon having ſo much as 
one Hour to conſider of ſuch a Queſtion. The calling ſor 
that Account has already been too long delayed; the Affair 
has lain dormant too long, and therefore, I hope, your 
Lordfhips will not want any Time to conſider whether or no 
you are now to do that which ought to have been done ſome 
Time ago.” | 4 „ 1 Sg 

The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke next: 

My Lords, | A; 

I muſt beg Leave to think, that the very Argument which 
the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt has made uſe of for our not 
taking Time to conſider of this Queſtion, is a ſtrong Ar- 
gument for our taking ſome Time to conſider of it. It i 
now, my Lords, ten or twelve Years ſince that Affair hap- 
pened which the preſent Queſtion relates to, and no Enqui- 
ry having been made into-it in all that Time, is in my Opt- 
nion, a very good Reaſon for not agreeing now to enter up- 


on ſuch an Enquiry, without taking ſome Time to refreſh 


our Memories, and to conſider of what we are going _ 


eee 


e 


e co 1 e ST O00 T7 7 „e v 
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The noble Lords may call the Motion now made to us by Ang. Geo. II. 
what Name they pleaſe, they may call it a Motion for 2233. 
an Enquiry or not, as they think proper; but the cal- > 


ling for an Account is certainly the Beginning, at leaſt, of 


an Enquiry : When that Accouut comes in, it is to be ſup- 


poſed, that your Lordſhips will then enquire, at leaſt, into 
that Affair which the Account relates to. dy 2 

If there were no other Reaſon, I ſhould, my Lords, be 
for delaying it, at leaſt, till To- morrow, out of Regard to 
the Lords who now happen not to be preſent : A Queſtion 


* 
* * 


of ſuch Conſequence ought not to be agreed to without give 


ing every Lord, at leaſt, an Opportunity of being preſent, 


. and of giving his Opinion upon it. There is at preſent, no 


Neceſſity for our being ſo ſpeedy in our Determination. 
There may, perhaps, be ſame Complaints: againſt the Ma- 
nagement of that Company's Affairs ; but there are none 
laid, as yet, before us. Neither the Company nor any of 
the Proprietors have come to us with any Complaint, and 


ſurely we are not to proceed upon general Surmiſes: Our 
Proceedings ought always to be founded upon good Inform - 


ation, and from Complaints from thoſe who are ſome Way 
or another intereſted. in what they complain of. Therefore, 
my Lords, as a Delay of four and twenty Hours can be at- 
tended with no bad Conſequence, but upon the contrary will 
evince to the World, that in all Affairs we proceed with the 
utmoſt Caution and Deliberation, I ſhall be for adjourning 
the Debate till To-morrow according to the Motion made 
by the noble Lord for that Purpoſe.” 


Then the Lord Carteret ſpoke as follows : Ld, Carteret 


My Lan, ts + | | DSS 

The noble Duke ſeems to miſtake the Affair now before 

us ; he ſeems to think that it has for a long Time lain over, 
without ever having been moved in, or enquired after by 
your Lordſhips, and that therefore, we ought not now ſo 
much as begin to enquire into it without the moſt deliberate 
and ſerious Conſideration ; but, my Lords, I muſt beg leave 
to ſhew, that the Affair has not lain over ſo long as that no- 
ble Duke imagines. It is very far from having lain over. 


ten or twelve Years, as may appear from the Acts of Parli- 


ament made relating thereto. I muſt deſire the 58th and 


59th Sections of the Act of the 7th of his late Majeſty, in- 
titled, An AF for raiſing Money upon the Eftates of the late 
9. Sea Directors to be read, (This being read, his Lordib 10 
went on) * Now, my Lords, by a Mittake in that Act, the 
Produce of thoſe forfeited Eſtates was to be appropriated to 
the Uſe of the.Soyth-Sea Company, and applied thereunto, 
for increaſing their capital Stock, which could not poſlibly 
be done; for as their Stock can conſiſt of nothing whe” the 
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Anno 6. Oe. Il. Debt due to them by the Publick, their Stock could not be 
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ſaid Produce, accordin 


| Table. 


increaſed without increaſing the Debt of the Publick, and 


conſequently the Atnuity due to them from the Publick, 
which could not have been done unleſs the whole Produce 


of thoſe Eſtates had been paid into the Publick by Way of i 
mew Loan, and this was no Way the Intention of that A& 
In the 13th of his late Majeſty the "Truſtees appointed by 


that AQ, brought into this Houſe an Account of the Pre- 


duce of the Eſtates and Effects of the ſaid late Directors, a 


| by the faid AR they were directed to do, and the ſaid Miſ. 


take having been then diſcovered, a new Act was then made 
for amending the former ; but even that new Act was found 
not to be ſufficient, and therefore a new Application wa 
made to Parliament for an Explanation of that Act, which 
laſt Application was made only in the firſt Year of his pre- 
ſent Majelty, and conſequently but four Years ago; and af. 
ter that Matter was thus fully explained by Parliament, it 
was neceſſary to allow the Directors ſome Time to apply the 


g to the Directions of the ſeveral 
made for that Purpoſe. I hope they have by this Time ap- 
plied it accordingly ; but it appears that the Affair is ſo fa 
trom having lain over, or from having been neglected by 
your Lordſhips, that I do not ſee how we cou have cal- 
led for this Account ſooner. : 50 3 
* This Affair therefore cannot but be freſh in even 
Lord's Memory, and the Motion now made ſeems to me 10 


be a Motion of Courſe ; for by the Act of the 7th of the late 


King, the Truſtees were directed to lay before your Lord. 
ſhips an Account of the Produce of thoſe forfeited Eſtates; 
they accordingly did ſo ; but, I hope, my Lords, it is not 
to be imagined that your Lordſhips are to go no further: 
Are not you in Conſequence to ſee that this Produce has been 
duely and regularly applied, and actually diſtributed among 
the Proprietors of that Company, according to the Diredti- 
ons of the Acts of the 13th of his late Majeſty, and the in 
of his preſent Majeſty ? The Thing is in itſelf ſo clear, that 
I wonder to hear any Lord ask for Time to conſider of it; 
Are we, my Lords, to ask for Time to conſider whether we 
ſhall do that which was certainly intended by thoſe Laws we 
ſhould do? It is no Enquiry into the Affairs of the Saut -den 
Company; it is only calling for an Account of Diſcharge, 
to anſwer that Account of Charge which is now upon our 
In Matters of Importance and Intricacy I ſhall always 

be for proceeding with Deliberation, and for taking Time 
to confider before we come to any Reſolution 3 but, my 
Lords, to deliberate upon, and to take Time to conſider a 
bout an Affair which all the World muſt ſee is an * of 
| | 2ourle, 
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arſe, is inconſiſtent with the Honour and the Dignity of Anno 6. Geo. II. 
= Houſe, and therefore I ſhall be againſt taking any Time. 233%. 
to conſider of this Motion, or adjourning the Debate for 
that Purpoſe. . . FEE £0 

The Earl of lay ſpoke next as follows: 

My Lordi, | | 8 

I now find that thoſe Lords, who at preſent ſeem to be 
of the other Side of the Queſtion, have conſidered this Affair 
before this Motion was made: They have mentioned ſeve- 
ral Laws relating to it, and ſeem to be ſo well acquainted 
with the ſeveral Clauſes of them, that I muſt beg Leave to 
think, that they have lately had this Affair under their Con- 
ſideration, and have peruſed the ſeveral Laws they have 
now mentioned. Now, my Lords, as I have not lately con- 
fidered any of thoſe Laws, as I never have conſidered them 
with a View to the Queſtion now before us, therefore I de- 
fire only till 'To-morrow to look over thoſe Acts of Parlia- 
ment which have been mentioned, that I may be upon an 
equal Footing with thoſe Lords who ſeem to be for agree- 
ing with this Motion. I have a very great Regard for their 
Opinion, and it is very probable that I ſhall To-morrow be 
of the ſame Opinion with them; but in all Matters of Im- 
portance every Lord ought to examine by himſelf the Af- | 
fair about which he is to give his by * and after he has . 
fully ſatisfied himſelf. about the Affair in Hand, he ought 
then to vote for that which appears to him to be right: This | 
is the Method, my Lords, which I ſhall always obſerve ; 
and when any Thing comes before this Houſe, that I am 
not fully ſatisfied about, I ſhall never be aſhamed to af 
ſome ſhort Delay, that I may have Time to examine the Af- 
fair to the Bottom, before I give my Opinion either upon 
one Side of the Queſtion or the other. 

As J have ſaid, my. Lords, I ſhall never be againſt any 
Enquiries of this Nature, when I can ſee but the leaft x 
Ground for them at the Time they are propoſed ; but if 
ſuch Enquiries be precipitantly gone into, I do not know 
where they may end, I do not know what fatal Conſequen- 
ces may be thereby produced. There are in this Nation, 
my Lords, ſeveral other Companies, beſides the South-Sea 
Company; we have likewiſe an Eaf-India Company; and 
it is well known that that Company has been, for theſe 
twenty Years, repreſented by ſome People as a Bankrupt 
Company, yet I believe they always have been, and are ſtill 
in very good Circumſtances. There have likewiſe been 
great Complaints, and many Inſinuations thrown out againſt 
the Management of the Bank : Surely, my Lords, we are 
not, upon every Suggeſtion within Doors, or upon every 
idle and groundleſs Clamour without Doors, to * the 

N rade 


Earl of Ilay. 


Anno 6. Geo. ff. Trade and Credit of any one of our gteat — to the 
LB, whole ond. Such a Manner of Proceeding might expoſe: | 


Lord Carteret, 


Companies, as well as in the Trade of private: Men, there 
are ſome Tranſactions which, tho' exactly honeſt. and juſt, 


Vindication of the Characters of thoſe Gentlemen who have 


both the Trade and the Credit of every ons of our Co 
nies to inumerable Difficulties and Dangers. In ull tradi 


ought not to wang to publick View, 'becauſe Stranger 
might thereby be let into the Myſteries of their Trade, by 
which they would be enabled to undermine them, and to 
diſappoint even their beſt- concerted Projects; for lich 
Reaſon, my Lords, I ſhall always be of Opinion, that 10 
ſuch Enquiry ought to be ſet on Foot, without ſome more 
ſolid Foundation than that of an idle Clamour: No ſuch 
Enquiry ought ever to be reſolved on by this Houſe without 
the moſt mature Deliberation.” E a 701 Yn bub: 
Then Lord Carteret ſpoke thus : | 
©. My Lords, © | d OP WE 
What is now moved for is no Enquiry ; it has already 
been ſo fully explained, that it cannot in any Senſe be taken 
to be an Enquiry into the Affairs of that Company. But, 
my Lords, if an Enquiry had been moved for, I ſhould have 
aſked for no Time to conſider whether or no I ought to 
have agreed to it. The Complaints and the Clamours4- 
gainſt the late Management of the Affairs of that Company, 
have been ſo loud and ſo general, that I think we are, in 
Juſtice to the Nation, in Juſtice even to the Gentlemen who 
have been concerned in the Management of that Compa- 
ny's Affairs, obliged to enquire into their Affairs: If upon 
ſuch Enquiry it comes out, as I hope it will, that their Af. 
fairs have been honeſtly and carefully managed, it will bez 


been concerned; and if the contrary ſhould appear, the ſoot- 
er we go into that Enquiry, the more ſpeedy: Juſtice will be 
done io the Injured, and many evil Conſequences may be 
prevented. Why ſhould we, my Lords, ſhew ſuch à Ten. 
derneſs, and ſuch a Concern for the Characters of ſome 
Gentlemen? Why ſhould we be ſo cautious of making ary 
Enquiry into their Management? I muſt think that we 
thereby do them no great Honour; it betokens a Jealouß, 
that the Enquiry will explain and confirm what has been i 
generally ſurmifed. ; en e 

»The late Clamours againſt the NES of that 
Company's Affairs are no idle Clamours: They ſeem to be 
better founded than I could wiſh. Do not we all know, 
my Lords, is it not pablickly and certainly-known, that the 
Proprietors of that Company have had lately above Six jr 
Cent. of their Capital annihilated for the Payment of a Part 
only of their Debts ?+ Could it have been W that 
531. a ; 8 ompar) 
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| ( 
company had ſo much Debt, more than their Money and Anno 6. 


TE. 


have Reaſon, to enquire how it came to be ſo. The Debts 
of every one of our Companies ought to be publickly 
known. Do not we know that their Debt is by Law a 
Mortgage upon their Stock, and the concealing of that 


Debt is a Fraud upon every ignorant Perſon who becomes a 


Purchaſer after the contracting of their Debt? It is as much 
a Fraud upon ſuch a Purchaſer, as it would be to ſell a 
mortgaged Eſtate, without acquainting the Purchaſer that 
there was ſuch a Mortgage upon it. | | 

As to the Eafi-India Company, my Lords, I wiſh an 
Enquiry had been made into their Affairs when they laſt ap- 
plied to this Houſe for a Prolongation of their Term : It 
was then that we ought to have made an Enquiry ; it is true, 
we then neglected it, but I hope ſuch an Enquiry was made 
by thoſe concerned in the Adminiſtration ; it was their Duty to 
do ſo before they agreed to the Bargain that was then made 
with the Directors of that Company; if theydid not, I ſhall al- 
ways look upon ſuch a Neglect in them as a Crime of a very 
high Nature, I can ſee no evil Conſequence of letting, at 
leaſt, the general Circumſtances of a Company be publickly 
known: I am ſure, that as to the Eaſt- India Company, it 
would have prevented ſome very odd Practices which have 
been lately made uſe of : The DireQors, or perhaps ſome 
few of the DireQors of that Company, were probably the 
only Perſons that were, for half a Year together, in the Secret 
of that Company's nnt being in a Condition to continue 
their former Dividend; ſuch a Secret was ſufficient for any 
Man, or for any ſmall Number of Men to plunder their 
Fellow - Subjects at Pleaſure, and to make to themſelves what 
Eſtates they had a Mind. We know that there were but a 
tew Men in this Secret, and that at a Time when the World 
generally believed, when Methods were actually. taken to 
make all Mankind believe, that that Company was in the 
moſt flouriſhing State, and that they would have been able to 
have continued their Dividend of 8 per Cent. for many 

ba + -— | Years, 


9 „ 
Anno 6. Geo. II. Years, By theſe Methods, My Lords, we ſaw how that 
Stock was run up to a very high Price; we ſaw how it fell 
| down again almoſt 50 per Cent. in three Months Time, by 
which Management we may believe that Millions were loſt 
ahd'won ; we may judge who were the Winners; they 
perhaps were but few in Number, but we may certainly con- 
- clude, that many innocent Perſons were ereby undone. 
And while ſuch Practices are ſo publickly and ſo openly car. 
ried on, fhall we ſit in this Houſe and ſee them paſs unpuniſhed? 
But, my Lords, this is not the Queſtion now before us: The 
Queſtion now before us is, whether or no we ſhall call for 
an Account of Diſcharge as to a particular Affair, in order 
to anfwer the Account of Charge, which was ſome Years 
ago laid upon our Table in purſuance of an Act of Parlia- 
ment: Surely this is a Queſtion that requires no Time to 
conſider of, and therefore I ſhall be againſt Adjourning the 
Debate. i ana e 
a? Lord Falmouth ſpoke next: 7 
Ld. Falmouth. | My N poke 87 | 
© I am, inclined to be for adjourning the Debate 
*till To-morrow, but when I tell your Lordhipe my Rea- 
jon, I hope you will not think that I am againſt an King i- 
ry into the Affairs of the South-Sea Company; for I am 
ſo much convinced of the Neceſſity and Benefit of ſuch En- 
quiries, and of the Propriety of the Motion now made to us, 
that, I hope, no Lord in this Houſe will, after due Conh- 
deration, be againſt it ; and therefore I wiſh it were put of 
*till To-anorrow in order that it may then be unanimouſly 
agreed to. ; „ 
| The Earl of Vinchelſea, and the Earl of Strafford ſpoke 
_ of Winchel- for the Motion, and againſt adjourning. At laſt the Que- 
E. of Strafford. tion for adjourning the Debate till next Day was put, and 
3 it paſſed in the Negative 35 againſt 31 ; after which the 
The Directors 97 cyeſtion was put, to agree to the Motion, which was carried 
deny ordered to in the Affirmative without any Diviſion ; and 9 
ey their Ac- the Directors of the South-Sca Company were ordered to lay 
counts before the ſaid Account before the Houſe. 
9 The following Lords voted upon this Queſtion, 
D. 5 | | 


For the Motion. 
DUKES. Bolton, Bridgexvater, Kent, Montroſe, 
St. Albans 1 8 | 
MARQUIS. Tæveedale 
E AR L S. Berkhire, Buchan, Cheſterfield, Co. 


Names of the 


be vo- wentry, Fitæavalter, Ker, Macclesfield, Marchmont, 
ted for the Mo- Northampton, Pomfret, Rothes, Scarborough, Shafts 
ten, bury, Stair, Strafford; Thanet, Warrington. | 
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| arons. 


e r 


re 
„* 


” > » 7 OO 


@ ©S 


9 


e 
e- 
d 
le 
d 
y 
* 


, 


— 


(139) 79 85 5 

B AR ON S. Batharſl, Bruce, C teret,. Clinton, Anno 6. Geo. II. 
Cornwallis, Foley, Gower, An a 1733» 

BISHOP, Lincoln. (a) , | | 


Againſt the Motion. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
i 


b 
D BY E S. Ancaſter, Bevsuißirt, Neweaſtle, i Rut- A = f thoſe a» 
EARLS. ABer, dobirnham, e, Craw-* , 
ford, Dunmore, Hallifax, Jerſey, Ilay, Morton, Set- 
hirk, Wilmington. | | 
VISCOUN T S. Toenſaale, Torrington. 
BARONS. Abergavenny, Byron, De la Var, 
Harrington, Hobart, Lovel, Lynn, Walpole. _ 
BISHOPS, London, (b) and five Biſhops more. 


* This Account was accordingly brought in, and ordered : 

to be taken into Conſideration on the WAS May. On 00G 
that Day, as ſoon as the Order was read, the Lord Bat- toConſideration, 
hurf! ſtood up to ſpeak, but the Duke of Newcaſtle ſtanding 5 
up about the ſame Time, the Lord Chancellor pointed to Debate thereon, 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, and the Lord Bathurſt not offering 3 

to ſit down, Lord Carteret ſtood up, and ſaid, That if 0 
there was any Diſpute which Lord was to ſpeak, the Lord 

Chancellor was not to determine the Queſtion, but the 45 
nion of the Houſe was to be asked upon it; That for his 
Part he was ſure the noble Lord by him was up ſome Time 


before the noble Duke. 


Then the Lord Bat bur Rood up and ſaid: 
My Lords, EE 7 | 
defire to ſpeak to Order. When any Lord makes a 
Motion upon which there follows any Order or Reſolution 
of this Houſe, 'and a Day is appointed for taking that Or- 
der or Reſolution into Conſideration, it has always been the 
Cuſtom of this Houſe, out of Complaiſance to the Lord who 
made the Motion, to hear him firſt ; becauſe it is to be ex- 
pected that he has ſomething to ſay, or ſome farther Motion 
to make in Conſequence, or jn Explanation of the Motion 
he had before made ; therefore, my Lords, as I had the 
Honour to move for the Account you are now to take under 
your Conſideration, I think I have now a Title to be fir 
heard, even tho' I had not been firſt up.“ 
| pon this the Duke of Newcaſtle ſate doxun, and then the 
Lord Bathurſt event on as follows : 4 
* I had, my Lords, the Honour to move for the Account 
now before us, and your Lordſhips were ſo good as to com- 
ply with my Deſire. The Intention of my Motion was, 


that 


Ld, Bathurſt, 


e Dr, Richard Reynolds. (35. Dr, Edmund Gibſon, 


. 


5 | (140) = 

Anno 6. Geo. 11, that your Lordſnips might ſee that the Produce of the Direc. 
133, tors Eftates in the Year 1720, had been regularly and fairly 
applied, according to the Directions of the ſeveral Laws made 

for that Purpoſe ; and from the Account brought in, and 

now under our Conſideration, I think, it moſt plainly ap- 

pears, that not ſo much as one Shilling of that Money has 

been ſo applied. To me it appears from that Account that 

the large Sum of Money, ariſing from theſe forfeited Eſtates, 

had been all diſtributed among the Proprietors' by. Way of 

Dividend, even before the Application was made to Parlia. 

ment in the 13th Year of his late Majeſty's Reign for Direc- 

tions how to apply it; and therefore, my Lords, I muſt 

take the Liberty to move to your Lordſhips, that it may be 

reſolved, That the diſpoſing of any of that Money by way 

of Dividend, and without any Order or Direction of à gene. 

ral Court for that Purpoſe, was a Violation of the AR of 

Parliament made for directing the Diſpoſal thereof, and a 

manifeſt Tnjuſtice done to the Proprietors of that Stock. 


D. of Newcaftle, Then the Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke ; 
| My Lords, ge 
© It is my Opinion that a narrow Scrutiny into the Affair 
now before us is abſolutely neceſſary : This, my Lords, I 
am now ſo firmly perſuaded of, eſpecially fince the bringi 
in the Account now under our Conſideration, that no 
can be more heartily inclined to enter into ſach Scrutiny 
than I am ; but this Account, which the preſent Director 
have laid before us is ſo confuſed, and ſo obſcure, that, to 
me, it is altogether unintelligible ; I do believe there is not 
a Lord in this Houſe who will fay that he thoroughly un- 
derſtands it; and therefore, I do not think that it can be a 
roper Foundation for the Motion the noble Lord has been 
pleaſed to make, or for any other Motion. An Enquiry 
into the Diſpoſal of the Produce of the forfeited Eſtates of 
the Directors in the Year 1720, is certainly a very proper 
Enquiry for this Houſe; but then, my Lords, * the 
Honour and Dignity of the Houſe, we ought not to proceed 
upon any ſuch Enquiry till we have all proper Materials be- 
fore us ; and therefore, I hope your Lordſhips will. agree 
with me in the Motion I am to make before you proceed any 
further in this Affair. 8 | 
The preſent Directors of that Company have indeed 
given us an Account, but that Account is ſo imperfect and 
{o indiſtint, that it cannot be looked on as any ſort of Com- 
lance with your Lordſhips late Order. What may have 
Bien their Reaſons for giving us ſuch an Account I ſhall 
not determine, but if it was either to conceal'the Crimes of 
the Guilty, or to load the Innocent with Jealouſies and Suſ- 
Picions, I hope, in either Caſe, your Lordſhips will inforce 
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an 2 
your own Orders, and olige them to clear up What b 
to be obſcure in the Account they have already given in. It 
i; incumbent upon us, ny Lords, abrnys to ſee our dwn 


Orders punctually obeyed, but eſpecially when they relate 


to the diſcovering of thoſe that are guilty, or to the Vindi- 
cation of thoſe that are unjuſtly ſuſpetted of Crimes: This 
ſurely is the next Step your Lordſhips ought to take in this 
Affair; and therefore I ſhall move, That the preſent Di- 
rectors of that Company may be ordefed*to lay before 'this 
Houſe, a farther and more diſtinct Actouat how that Money 
has been diſpoſed of.“ EN. I aer za n 4 NOR 
The Earl of Cheſterfield ſpoke net: 
My L URDTSG MRS HEeg 


* 
* . - * 
ocz 7 864 


12 . of Cheſter. 


I am, glad to ſee the Effect that the bringing” in feld. 


of this Account, obſcure as it is, has produced. I firi 

that ſome Lords, who at firſt ſeemed to want no Informati 
on in this Affair, who at firſt appeared to be againſt any 
ſuch Enquiry, are now for making a thorough Enquiry into 
that whole Affair, and are for having à full Information of 
every particular Cireumftance relating to the Diſpoſal of that 
Money. I am, my Lords, of the ſame Opinion, and there- 
fore I look upon the Motion made by the noble Duke to be 
a very ptoper Motion: I ſhall moſt heartily join with him 
in that Motion; but then, my Lords, I think it is Time 
enough to come to that Motion after the Motion made by 
the noble Lord is agreed to; the noble Duke's Motion ought 
to be the concluding Motion of this Day. The Account 
laid before us is, it is true, obſcure and indiſtinct, but let 


us make as much of it as we can before we ask for any fur- 


ther Account. Even this obſcure Account is ſufficient to 
raiſe a Suſpicion in every Lord of this Houſe, that the Pro- 
duce of thoſe Directors Eſtates has not been diſpoſed of, ac- 
cording to the Directions of the Act of Parliament made for 
that Purpoſe; and therefore I muſt think, that we have from 
thence ſufficient Ground for the Reſolution firſt moved for. 
We may then examine this Account a little farther, and at 


laſt we maß come to the Motion made by the noble Duke, 
and may give ſuch particular Orders and Directions, 
relating to WIfeveral Articles which we want to have clear- 


ed up, thatY preſent DireQors may know how, and will 
be neceſſarily obliged to lay a clear and diftint Account of 
that whole Affair before us, if any ſach can be had. I ſhall 


therefore be for the Motion made by the noble Lord, and 
at laſt T will join with the noble Duke in the Motion he has 
| : | 4 


The 


made.“ 
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Earl of Scarbo- in it with all my Heart, as ſoon as I think it is proper ſor 


rough. 


Anne 6. Oe. 11. The Earl of Scarborough ſpoke thus 


i 


and an ardent Deſire of — at the Bottom of the Affair 
now before us. I am always ſorry when I differ in the lealt 


(6142) 


My Lords, 2 x | 
As to the Motion made by the noble Duke, I fhall jou 


us to come to ſuch a Motion, or to make ſuch an Order. | 
do no doubt but that the noble Duke who made the Moti. 
on is moſt zealous in the Affair now before us; his Grace 
has declared ſo, and therefore I make no manner of 
Doubt of it, becauſe I am fully convinced of the Hon- 
our and Integrity of that noble Duke; he never did profeſs 
any Thing but what were his real Sentiments, and I an 
un me the Motion he has made proceeds from a fincere 


from him; but in the preſent Caſe my Opinion happens to 
be different ; Ido not think that what he propoſes oughtt 
be the firſt Step we are next to take. in the Aﬀair before o 
As to this, my Lords, I am at preſent of a different Opini 
on, and tho' I may, and ſhall always be ready to change y ny 
Opinion upon a better Information ; yet my Opinion, whil 
it is my Opinion, I will not give up even to him for Whom 
I have the greateſt Regard and Eſteem. 

As we have, my Lords, already an Account bel” it 
is my Opinion, that we ought to examine that Account be- 
fore we order any farther Account to be laid before us, II 
there is any Thing obſcure in the Account we now have be. 
fore us, the Gentleman who ſigns it is attending at the 
Door ; and if your Lordfhips call him in, and examine hin, 
he may perhaps be able to give you a farther Light into. the 
Matter in Hand; he may be able to explain all or moſt of 
the Articles that appear to be obſcure in the Account now 
under your Conſideration ; and if, at laſt, there ſhallremain 
an Obſcurity in the Account before you, your Lordlhip 
may then make a new Order for the Directors to bring ina 
farther, a more clear and diftint Account: You will then, 
and not till then, be able to give ſuch particular Orders s 
to the ſeveral Articles that remain obſcure, as ca pt be mi- 
underſtood by the Directors. We have, my Li 


d iſpoſed of; . if we ſhould only rene 
out adding ſome new and particular Dir 
Account may, and probably will be moꝶꝗ 
frſt; and therefore, my Lords, that we may be able to 
to give ſuch particular Directions as may be eaſily. un 
deritood by the Directors, I muſt move for calling 
Mr, De Gels, and examining him as to the * Arti 
cles of this Account.“ ; 


( 1643 3 
the noble Lord who had ſpoke laſt for the good Opinion he 


vin had expreſſed of him, That noble Lord (ſays his Grace) 
for cannot have a better Opinion of me than I have of hñim: 
ed There is no Man more fully convinced of that noble Lord's 
ti Honour and Sincerity than I am, becauſe there is no Man, 
ace [ believe, knows him better. +52 25597 op thin fo gutta gs 
/of Then Lord Carteret ſtood up and ſpoke to this Effect: 
on- My Lords, e | _ 
eſs I ſhall readily join with the noble Duke in the Motion he 
Al has made, as ſoon as it is proper for this Houſe to go upon 
ie that Motion. It muſt be confeſſed, that the Account now 
air before us is a very imperfect and indiſtint Account; whe- 
eil ther this be the Effect of Neglect or Deſign I ſhall not de- 
to termine, but I muſt ſay, my Lords, wherever I ſee an Ob- 
$10 ſcurity in Accounts I am apt to ſuſpe& ſome indirect Prac- 
915 tices; however, notwithſtanding the Obſcurity of the Ac- 
an. count now under our Conſideration as to ſome other Parts, 
1} it cannot be ſaid that it is obſcure as to that Part to which 
hile the Motion made by the noble Lord refers. It muſt be 
2 granted, it has not I think been ſo much as denied by any 
== Lord in this Houſe, but that the diſpoſing of that Money by 
„ way of Dividend among the Proprietors, without any Or- 
be ders or Directions of a general Court for that Purpoſe, was 
I a Violation of the Act of Parliament, and a manifeſt Injuſ- 
be tice done to the Company : And it is plain that, in the Ac- 
the count now before us, there does not appear any Order or 
um, Direction for the Diſpoſal of that Money: There appears 
the to us nothing but an Order for the Truſtees to deliver that 
ſt of Money over to the Directors; and for this Reaſon we ought 
now now to declare our Opinion as to this Matter, that the pre- 
* ſent Directors, in the making up of a new Account, may be 
ſhips ſufficiently inſtructed as to that Article, and that they may 


04 be directed to report clearly to us, whether or no there was 
hen, any Order of a general Court for the' Diſpoſal of that Mo- 
rs Þ ney ; if there was any proper Order for that Purpoſe, our 
mil coming to a Reſolution, according to the noble Lord's Mo- 
{ Our tion, can affect no Man; and if there never was any ſuch 
0M Order, thoſe who diſpoſed of that Money otherwiſe, do de- 


with- ſerve, and, I hope, will meet with a much higher Cen- 
cond ſure, | 
1 the * For the Sake of the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe 
le to we ought, my Lords, immediately to come to ſome very 
' 0 bong Reſolutions in the Affair now before us; the giving 


in of ſuch an Account ſeems to be a triffling with this Houſe, 
Arty and if your Lordſhips now refuſe, or even delay doing any 
hing further in this Affair 'till you have a new Account 

Tix given in, it will be thought to be a throwing of cold Water 
| upon 


The Duke of Newcaſtle got up a rain, and thanked the Anno 6. Geo. HI. 


* 
* 
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Lord Carteret, 
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Ame G. Os. Il, upon the Enquiry now before us. Youg Lord(hips-may-de 


— „ 


Earl of Ilay. 


clare what you. plepſe as to your MW. Js to enter upon 


coming to any Reſolution till you have a new Account fron 
the Directors, will without Doors be looked on as a Waying 
of the Enquiry propoſed ; and this Opinion will the mar 
readily, and the more generally 13 it is now 
ſo near the End of the Seſſion, that this new: Account cu 
hardly be expected to be brought in during this Seſſion of 
ee * An bef; 3 $3-mict p t 0 
By the Account now before us it appears, that-upwardz 
of 2,000,000 l. e was n by 
the Truſtees to the Directors of that Company in the Year 
1729, and it likewiſe appears, that it was never 11 
the Company's Account till the Year 1732. For God 
Sake, my Lords, what became of that great Sum of Money 
during that long Interval, the very Intereſt of it in tha 
Time amounts to above 100,000 1. which is a Sum, that 
Company itſelf would certainly have looked after, if they 
had not been either very negligent of their own Affairs, or 
under an Influence to which I ſhall not give the Name it de- 
ſerves ; but whatever may be the Caſe. as to the Company, 
we ought to conſider the Widows and the fatherleſs Infan 
who haveno Vote at their general Courts, and for the Sake 
of thoſe we ought to enquire what became of this Money 
for ſo conſiderable a Time: As to this and all the other 
Articles of this Account, the Gentleman who ſigns it, and 
who is now attending at our Door, can without doubt full 
inform us, and therefore, I ſhall join with the noble Lom 
by me, in the Motion he has made for having him called i 
and examined.” F REED 
The Earl of Lay fpoke next as follows: p 
My Lords, 7 a | 2 
Since your Lordſhips ſeem to be all of Opinion, that the 
Account laid before us by the preſent Directors of the 
South-Sea Company, in purſuance of our late Order, 1s 4 
very indiſtint Account, I think the firſt Thing you ought 
to do is to ſee your Order as fully complied with as poſſible 
By your Lordſhips former Order, the Directors were order 
ed to lay before you all the Orders of General Courts made 
for directing the Diſpoſal of that Money, and I find the 
have given us no Account of any Order relating to that Ab 
fair, but of one only, which, for what I know, may be al 
the Orders they have to. ſhew ; but they ought, at leaſt, to 
have told us fo : If there is any other Order relating to the 
Diſpoſal of that Money, it ought to be laid before us, and 
if there are none other, we ought certainly to be aſſured 0 


Afar 


it in a proper Way, before we proceed any further in this 


61459) | 
Affair: Till we have from the Directors all the Informa- Anno 6. Oeo. Ii · 
tion we can poſſibly get, it will be irregular 3 to any 1733 
Reſolution, or to call any Witneſs to be examined at the 
Bar; and in every Affair that comes before this Houſe, I 
hope your Lordſhips will always be careful of doing nothing 
but what is regular and juſt, without any Regard to what 
may be ſaid without Doors. | 
« From the Account before us, it indeed appears, that 
the Money was paid in by the Truſtees to the Directors in 
the Year 1729, and that it was not brought to the Compa- 
ny's Account *till the Year 17323 and I do not know but 
that Mr. De Gols, who figns this Account, and who is now 
attending at your Door, may be able to inform you as to 
what became of that Money in the interim. But, my Lords, 
it is not from Mr. De Gols that we want an Account, it is 
from the Directors of that Company that we ought to be 
informed of all theſe Matters; and after the Directors 
have told us, that they can give us no further Information, 
we may then examine them, we may examine their Ser- 
vants, we may examine whatever Witneſſes we think pro- 
| per, at the Bar of this Houſe, as to the Truth of the ſeveral 
Articles of the Accounts given in by the Directors, and like- 
wiſe as to the clearing up and explaining ſuch Articles as 
may, at laſt, remain obſcure. | 
As to any Lord's having at firſt appeared againſt cal- 
ling for the Account now under our Conſideration, I do not 
know that any Lord did appear againſt it: When the firſt 
Motion was made relating to this Aﬀair, it appeared to be a 
Motion of ſuch Conſequence, that ſeveral Lords were deſi- 
rous of ſome Time to conſider of it, but it is not from thence 
| to be inferred, that they were againſt calling for-any fuch 
Account: They deſired only till next Day to conſider of it; 
their aſking for ſuch a ſhort Time was a Proof of their not 
being againſt it, and if they had got that Time, they 
would, I believe, have been as much for it as thoſe Lords 
were who had conſidered of the Affair before the Motion 
was made. The Event, my Lords, ſhews, that they were 
in the Right in aſking for ſome Time to conſider it, for if 
the Affair had been better conſidered at firft, our Order 
would perhaps have been made more particular, and then 
the Return to it would, in all Probability, have been more 
diſtinct and clear: We ſhould then have been able to have 
proceeded without any Loſs of Time, but as the Caſe now 
ſtands, I think, it would be very irregular to proceed to the 
making of Reſolutions, or to examine Witneſſes, till we 
have the Matter further cleared up ; and therefore I ſhall be 
for putting the previous Queſtion as to the Motion made by 
1733 ＋ the 


* 


| | E 
Anno 6. Geo. II. the noble Lord, and if that paſſes in the Negative, asf. 
1733- hope it will, I ſhall be for agreeing with the Motion made 
E by the noble Duke. 12, $7 ee 
e The Duke of Montroſe, the Marquis of Taveedale, the 
M7. of Tivecdale: Earl of Winchelſea, and the Earl of Marchmont, ſpoke for 
P. of Winchel- calling in Mr. De Gols; and the Earl of C Beleg „the 
ſca. Lord De la War, the Lord Lovel, the Lord King, and the 
L. of March- Biſhop of Bangor, ſpoke againſt it. The previous Queſtion 
mont. i ; 3 
E. of Cholmon. Was then going to be put as to Lord Bathunſt's Motion, but 
er. the Lord Carteret got up, and ſpoke to Order; That as Mr. 
I. d. De la War. De Gols was then attending at the Door by virtue of their 
Le. Love. T,ordihips Order, and a noble Lord having moved for cal- 
A. ling him in, he thought, that according to the Rules of Pro- 
LI. Carteret, ceeding in that Houſe, the Queſtion that ought to be firſt 
put was, Whether or no Mr. De Goli ſhould be called in 
And that it was certainly proper he ſhould be examined be- 
fore they proceeded even to make an Order for bringing in 
a further Account, for that they would thereby be enabled 
to give much more r and diſtinct Directions, how 
that further Account ſhould be framed, than they could o- 
therways do: That if they went upon iſſuing out a new Or. 
der before they examined that Gentleman, the ſame Thing 
might happen, which a noble Lord ſeemed to think had be- 
fore happened by their making the firſt Order in that Aﬀair, 
without taking Time to conſider of it; the Directors would 
no more underſtand their ſecond Order, than they had un- 
derſtood the firſt; and thus (ſays his Lordſhip) we ſhall 
have a ſecond Return as indiſtinct and as obſcure as the firſt. 
In this Queſtion as to Order, the Lord Carteret's Opinion 
E. of Winchel- Was ſupported by the Earl of Winche//ea and the Lord 
ſea, Bathurſt; and it was oppoſed by the Duke of Neaweafth, 
I. d. Bithurſt. the Earl of Lay, and the Lord De la War. Then the Earl 
P. of Newcatte. of 94afford ſtood up, and ſaid, That for avoiding the Dif- 
E. of Ilay. ww” 7 MY” 
La. De la War. pute about Order, he would be for putting the previous 
E. of Strafford, Queſtion as to the Motion made by the noble Lord, and 
| thereupon he would give his Negative, as he would likewiſe 
do upon the previous Queſtion as to the Motion made by the 
noble Dake, in Order to come at the Motion made for cal- 
ling in Mr. De Gals, which he would certainly agree to. 
After him. the Marquis of Teveeda/e ſtood up and ſaid: 
M. of Tweedale, My Lords, \ | £ 
] am of the ſame Opinion with the noble Lord who 
ſpoke fait ; I think that what his Lordſhip has propoſed is a 
moſt proper Method for avoiding all Diſputes about Order; 
and as I am for calling in Mr. De Gols, and examining him 
before every Thing elſe ; therefore, if you put the previous 
Queſtion as to the firſt Motion that was made, I hope it will 
pals in the Negative; then, my Lords, we may * 
| | a 
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and without any Diſpute as to Order, put the previous Anno 6. Geo. ff. 
Queſtion as to the Motion. made by the noble Duke; to 1733. 

that Queſtion J ſhall likewiſe give my Negative, and I hope — 
all the Lords who are for having Mr. De Gols called in and 


examined, will do the ſame, that ſo it may likewiſe paſs in 


the Negative; and thus both the firſt Motions being poſt- 


n'd, we come next of Courſe to the third Motion, 


which was that for calling in Mr. De Gols, to which 1 ſhall 


molt heartily give my Affirmative”. | 

Hereupon the previous Queſtion was put as to the Motion 
made by the Lord Bathurft, which paſs'd in the Negative 
without any Diviſion, Then the previous Queſtion was put 
upon the Motion make by the Dake of Newcefi/e, upon 
which the Houſe divided. As this Divifion was a very re- 
markable one, we ſhall give a Liſt of the Lords who were 
preſent, and voted in this Queſtion. ' 


The Lords who upon this previous Queſtion voted in the 
Negative, and were conſequently for the calling in of Mr, 
De Gols were Tus 


DUKES. Somerſet, St. Albans, Bolton, Bedford, re ed — 
Montroſe, Kent, Greenwich, Mancheſter, Bridgavater. e 


cf Mr. De Gols. 


MAR QU IS. Taveedale. 

E AR LS. Northampton, Denbigh, Berkſhire, Win- 
chelſea, Cheſterfield, Thanet, Sunderland, Shaft/hury, 
Litchfield, Gainſborough, Scarborough, Coventry, Rothes, 
Buchan, Marchmont, Straſfora, Stair, Fitzwwalter, 
Oxford, Harborough, Macclesfield, Pomfret, Ker. 

VISCOUN T S. Tadcaſter, Cobham, Falnouth. 

BARONS. Clinton, Bruce, Craven, Carteret, Weſton, 
Hawverſham, Gower, Maſsam, Foley, Bathurſt, Corns 
wwallis. | 

BISHOP. Lincoln. | 

| Preſent 48 

Proxies 27 


— — — 


73 


The Lords who upon this previous Queſtion voted in the 
Affirmative, and conſequently againſt the then calling in 
of Mr. De Gols, were 


DU EK E S. Montague (a), Ancaſter, Grafton (b), Names of that 
Dewonſbire (e), Newcaſtle (d), Chandois, Dorſet Ye). aginſt it. 
1733. 1 2 EAR TL.S. 


(2) Maſter of the great Wardrobe. (b) Lord Chamberlain. (c) Lord 


Seward, (A) Secretary of State. (e) Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 


* 
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Anno 6. Geo. II. E AR LS, Pembroke (f), Warwick, Clarendu 


1733. 


Albemarle (g). Jerſey, Godolphin (h), Cholmondeley (i) 
Crawford (æ), Moreton (1), Selkirk (m), Dunmore (u 
Orkney (o), Lay (p), Tan fer wille (q), Halifax ( r), 
Cooper (s). ' Aſpburnham (t), Effingham (a), Wil. 
mington (w). | . 
VISCOUN TS. TZonſdale (x), Lymington(y) 
Torrington (2). | 
BARON S. Harrington (aa), Abergavenny, D. 
la War (bb), Lovelace, Byron, Lynn (cc), Car 
gan (dd), Walpole (ee), Monſon, Lovel, King (ff). 
BISHOPS. London (gg), Durham (hh), Wir 
chefter (ii), Saliſbury (kk), St. David's (II), Bay 
gor (mm), Exeter (nn), Llandaff (oo), Chicheſter (pp), 
Oxford (qq), Briſtol (rr), Norwich (ss), Litchfield ant 
Coventry (tt), Ely (uu), Rochefter (ww), St. Aſaph (x, 
| Bath and Wells (yy), | 8 


N Preſent 57 
Proxies ( of whom fix were Biſhops) 18 


' 
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By the Rules of Proceeding in the Houſe of Lords, no- 
thing new can be reſolved on unleſs a Majority be forit; 
ſo that when a Motion is made in that Houſe for reverſing 
a Decree, for bringing in or paſling a Bill, or for an A. 
mendment to a Bill then before them, there muſt be a Ma 
jority for it, otherwiſe, if there be only an Equality upon 
the Diviſion, the Decree ſtands affirmed, the Bill or the 
Amendment is thrown out; and ſo, when a Motion for a 
Reſolution or Order is made, there muſt be a Majority for 
it; if upon a Diviſion there be an Equality, the Motion is 

7 | of 


(F) Captain of a Troop of Guards, and Lord of the Bed- Chamber, 
(g) Captain of a Trapp of Guards, and Lord of the Bed-Chamber, 
) Groom of the Stole. (i) Maſter of the Horſe to the Prince, 
{+) Captain of Dragoons. (1) Vice-Admiral of Scotland. (n Lord 
of the Bed-Chamber, (un) Colonel of a Regiment of Guards. (o) Co- 
lonel of a Regiment, and Governor of Virginia and Edinburgh-Caftle, 
(2) Lord Juſticiary and Privy - Seal of Scotland. ( q ) Lord of the Bei- 

hamber, and fince made Maſter of the Buck-Hounds. (r) Auditor 
of the Exchequer. (s) Lord of the Bed-Chamber, (t) Lord of the 
Bed- Chamber. () Colonel of a Regiment, and Deputy Earl Marſhal. ' 
(ww) Lord Preſident of the Council, (x) Lord Privy-Seal. (y) 
Lord Juſtice in Eyre. (x) Treaſurer of the Navy. (aa) Secretary of 
State. (55) Treaſurer of the Houſhold. (ce) Maſter of the Jewel-Office. 
(ad) Colonel of a Regiment. (ee) Clerk of the Pells. (F) Lord Chan- 
cellor. (gg) Dr. Gibſon, (45) Dr. Chandler. (f) Dr. Willis, 
(% Dr. Hoadley. () Dr. Clagget. (mm) Dr. Sherlock, (nn) Dr. 
Weſton, (eo) Dr. Harris. (pg) Dr. Hare. (27) Dr. Potter, (rr) Dr. 
Cecil. (5s) Dr, Butts. (tt) Dr. Smalbroke, (au) Dr, Green, (ww) 
Dr. Wilcox, (xx) Dr, Tanner. ( yy) Dr, Wynne. . 
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of Conſequence diſagreed to, that is, the Queſtion paſſes in Anno * 
the Negative. Thus in the preſent Caſe, the previous 2233. 
Queſlion being, Whether the Queſtion ſnhould be then put 
upon the Motion made by the Duke of Newcaſtle? and 
there being exactly as many againſt putting the Queſtion upon 
that Motion, as there were for it, therefore the previous 
Queitzon was carried in the Negative, and ſo the Houſe 
came of Courſe to putting the | Queſtion upon the Motion Earl of Scarbo- 
made by the Earl of Scarborough, for the calling in of Mr. rough, 
De Gols. 4 | 
\ccordingly the Earl ſtood up ard renewed his Motion, 
whereupon the Duke of Newwca#fle got up and moved, that 
the previous Queſtion might likewiſe be. put as to that 
Motion. | | | 
Upon this the Earl of Straſford ſtood up and ſpoke thus: E. of Strafford, 
My Lords, Or: 
For God's Sakedo not let us put a previous Queſtion as to 
this Motion. Mr. De Gols was ordered to attend this Day: 
What was he ordered to attend for? Surely it was to beexa- 
mined in caſe we found any Difficulty in the Account now un- 
der our Conſideration ; and every Lord in the Houſe, I think, 
confeſſes that he finds Difficulty in this Account: It has been 
allowed by every Lord that has ſpoke in this Debate, to be 
very confuſed and obſcure. It will really look very odd, to re- 
fuſe examining that Gentlemen as to what appears difficult or 
obſcure in the Account before you, ſince he is attending for 
that Purpoſe by virtue of an Order of the Honſe. We 
may pretend what we pleaſe, but no Man will think that 
we are in earneſt in what we are now about, if the calling 
in and examining of this Gentleman ſhould be put off. | 
Several other Lords ſpoke to the ſame Purpoſe, upon 
which the Duke dropped his Motion, tho', if the previous 
Queſtion had been put, and every .Lord had voted and given 
his Proxies as in the former Diviſion, it is certain there 
would have been an Equality, by which the calling in or e, 
amining of Mr. De Gols would, by the Rules of that Houſe , 
before-mentioned, have been put off. The Motion as to 
the previous . being thus dropped, the Queſtion was 
put for the calling in of Mr. De Gol, which was carried 
without any Diviſion, and he was accordingly called in and 
examined, but did not give any great Satisfaction as to the 
clearing up of the Account. After he was withdrawn, the 
Lord Bathurſt renewed his Motion, whereupon the Earl of 
Scarborough roſe up and ſpoke as follows : | 
155 Lords, | | | | 
* 1 muſt be of Opinion, that as this Motion tends to- 
wards the charging of ſome Gentlemen with very groſs Miſ- words _— 
management, and with acting contrary to an expreſs Act of 
| Parliament, 


D. of Newcaftle, 


2733. 


Anno 6. Oeo. II. Parliament, we ought to proceed with the utmoſt Caution; 


not now agree to it. Our coming immediately to ſuch a 

: Reſolution can do no manner of Service, either to the Pub- 

lick or to any private Perſon, and it may do Harm to ſome 

Gentlemen, who, for what we can yet owt to know, are 
r 


by the noble Lord, and may come to that Reſolution, ot to 


D. of Argyle. 


ignorant of their Affairs as this Man appears to be. 


( 150 ) 


And as I really think that we have not, as yet, ſufficient 
Ground for ſupporting ſuch a Reſolution, therefore I can. 


innocent; but that we may ſearch this Affair to the Bottom, 
that we may have all the Inſight into it that is poſſible, and 
that we may diſcover and puniſh the. Guilty if any there be, 
I will now join with the noble Duke in the Motion he made; 
and I hope in forming that Order your Lordſhips will give 
ſuch Directions, as may not only enable but oblige the Direc. 
tors of that Company to give us a full, clear, and diſtin Ae. 
count of that whole Affair, if any ſuch Account can be had. 
When that Account comes in, and when we are told no ſuch 
Account can be had, we may then conſider the Motion made 


ſuch other Reſolutions as we ſhall then think proper,” 
Then the Duke of Argyle ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, | . 
In all Enquiries of this Nature, we ought to proceed 
with Zeal but not with Fury. I hope, my Lords, I an 
as zealous for enquiring thoroughly into the Matter now be- 
fore us, as any of your Lordſhips ought to be. For this 
Reaſon I was for poſtponing the Motion made by the noble 
Duke, in order to have Mr. De Gols examined: I did in 
deed expect that he would have explained to your Lordſhip 
moſt of the Articles of the Account before us, which appear 
to be obſcure and unintelligible ; but I find I am difap 
pointed: I believe your Lordſhips have receiv'd no. great 
Satisfaction from him; for to me he ſeemed to be ignorant 
almoſt of every Thing; he could not ſo much as give 2 
clear and diſtin Anſwer to any one Queſtion that was put 
to him, which, I muſt ſay, is to me very ſurprizing : I did 
think it almoſt impoſſible that a Man who had been fo long 
in ſuch a high Poſt in that Company's Service, could beg 


However, my Lords, notwithſtanding the little Succeh 
we have met with in the Examination of this Gentleman, 
hope we ſhall fall upon Ways and Means for bringing th 
Matter to Light; but 'till we have ſome further Informs 
tion about it, I do not think we have a Foundation for the 
Reſolution which the noble Lord has been pleaſed to more 
for: Our proceeding ſo haſtily to ſuch a Reſolution would 


really be a going on with Fury, inſtead of going on wit 


that juſt Zeal, which we ought ro ſhew upon all ſuch Occ 
ſions: and I am perſuaded, if this Affair were to be leſt © 


the ſingle Determination of the noble Lord who made the 
| Motion, 


© £& 2 ow» — 


6187 | 
Motion, he would not upon reconſidering the Caſe, conie to Atino 6. Geo.Ifs 
ſach a Determination as he has now moved for, without in- 1733. 
quiring farther into the Matter; therefore I hope the noble 
Lord will for the preſent wave his Motion, that the ſame 
may be again revived, after we have got a more full and 


diſtin Information about this Affair'. 5:49: 5The 8. Sea Di. 
Hereupon the Lord Bathurſt agreed to wave his Motion rectors, &c. or- 

for that Time, and afterwards the Houſe ordered the preſent der d to attend. 

Directors, and alſo the laſt Directors of the South - Sea Com- 2 

pany to attend to be examined, and likewiſe the late In 

ſpectors of that Company's Accounts. | | | 
On the zoth of May, a Bill For granting to his Majeſty 4 Debate on a Bill 

certain Sum out of the Sinking Fund for the Service of the for 2 4 

Year 1733, and for the farther Application of the ſame Fund; ee, Royal's 

and for enabling his Majeſty, out of the Money ariſen by the Marriage-Porti- 


Sale of Lands in St. Chriſtopher's, t pay 80,000 J. as aon; and a Sum 


Marriage-portion for the Princeſs Royal, 8c. was read a out - = Sink 
ſecond Time, and upon a Motion being made for commiting 8 1. 
it, the Earl of Winche/ſea ſtood up and ſpoke to this Effect: 
My Lords, ; ; 
© | do not riſe up to oppoſe the Bill now before us, but I Earl of Win- 
ſand up to take Notice of the ſtrange Method of hudling ſo chelſea. | 
many Things together; and particularly I cannot but take 
Notice of that Part of it by which 80,0001. is granted as 
a Portion for the Princeſs Royal. It is ſo unbecoming a 
Thing to ſee that Grant made in ſuch a hotch-potch Bill, a 
Bill which really ſeems to be the Sweepings of the other 
Houſe, that J cannot, my Lords, let it paſs without teſtify- 
ing my Diſlike. After his Majeſty had been moſt graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to communicate, to both Houſes of Parliament, 
the intended Marriage of that Princeſs ; after both Houſes 
had preſented to his Majeſty moſt dutiful and loyal Addreſſes 
thereupon, I think, my Lords, the leaſt that ought to have 
been done, was to have provided a Marriage-portion for 
that Princeſs in a particular Bill by itſelf ; that it might 
have ſtood upon our Records, as a Teſtimony of the Re- 
ſpect and Duty of the Nation towards the Royal Family 
now upon the Throne. I have ſo great an Eſteem for 
his Majeſty and his Family, and ſuch a particular Regard - 
for that illuſtrious Princeſs, that I am ſorry to ſee her 
ras ſo much as mentioned in ſuch a. riff-raff Bill as 
this is. | | 
But, my Lords, beſides this Indignity to the Royal Fa- 
mily, the ſending up a Bill with ſo many different Things 
tacked together, is a ſort of Indignity to this Houſe. It is 
a Breach of one of your ſtanding Orders, and is a laying of 
us under a Neceflity of agreeing to every Item in a Bill, or 
of putting a Negative upon every one ef them: Inſhort, my 
| Lorgs, 


| 
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17337 one particular Article in the Bill to cram the reſt down our 
| Throats. Upon both theſe Accounts I could not help taking 
Notice of this moſt extraordinary Bill, but ſince it cannot 
now be remedied, Tam ſo fond of enabling his Majeſty to 
provide a ſufficient Marriage-portion for the Princeſs Royal, 
J am ſo ready to join in any Meaſures for providing 
for the current Service of the Year, that, rather than 
diſappoint either of them, I will for this Time paſs over 
thoſe Formalities, I will not oppoſe this Bill, but I hope 
that Care will be taken hereafter not to ſend up any more 
ſuch Bills to this Houſe”. Sts 0 TH 
The Earl of Cheſterfield * ſpoke next : 


| My Lords, | ty ſlag 
Earl of Chefter= I do not riſe up to oppoſe the Bill now before uz, 
ficld, but J think it is incumbent upon me to declare, that it is, 


in my Opinion, a moſt indecent Thing to provide for the 
Princeſs Royal of Eyg/and in ſuch a Manner: It is moſt di. 
reſpeQtul to the Royal Family, to provide à Marriage- 
portion for ſo illuſtrious a Branch of that Family in ſuch a 
Bill of ems. Here is Imprimis, 500,000 1. for the current 
Service of the Year. Tem, 10,000 l. by Way of Charity 
for thoſe diſtreſſed Perſons, who are to tranſport themſelves 
to the Colony of Georgia. Item, ſo much by Way of Charity 
for repairing an old Church. Tem, ſo much by Way of 
Charity for repairing a Dormitory. And tem, 80,0001. as 
a Marriage-portion for the Princeſs Royal of England. How 
incongruous is it, my Lords, to ſee ſuch a Proviſion come 
in by Way of Item among ſo many other tems, many of 
which are for charitable Uſes! 
In Duty to the Family of which that Royal Princeſs i; 
deſcended, out of that Regard and Eſteem which we ought 
to have for her, and which ſhe ſo much deſerves, not only 
from us but from the whole World, her Marriage-portion 
ought to have been provided for in a particular Bill by itſelf; 
no foreign Matter ought to have been mixed in ſuch a Bill. 
Your Lordihips were ſo careful in that Reſpect, that, when 
you were about drawing up an Addreſs of Thanks to his 
Majeſty for communicating to this Houſe the intended Mar- 
ri-ge of the Princeſs Royal, you would not receive a few 
Words which were offered by Way of Compliment to the 
States General, and which might very properly have come 
into that Addreſs, becauſe you were reſolved to put nothing 
into the Addreſs that was any way foreign to the intended 
Marriage, which his Majeſty had been pleaſed to communt 
cate to you. 0 5 | 
As I am reſolved not to oppoſe this Bill, therefore, 
my Lords, I ſhall not ſay any Thing to the Method of Tack- 
in 
Reſ.gn'd his Poſt of Lord Steward of the Houſhold , in May 1733+ e 
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of ing made uſe of upon this Occaſion ; nor ſhall I now object Anno 6. Geo. Il. 
ur againſt the Means made uſe of for providing for the current 233. 
ng cervice of the Year 3 but both ought certainly to be taken I 
ꝛ0t notice of, and I hepe your Lordſhips will, upon this Occa- 
to fon, come to ſome Reſolutions which may tend to prevent 
al, the like Practices for the Future”. 
ng The Duke of Nexwcaftle then ſaid : 
an My Lords, | 
yer ] am fo far from thinking it indecent or CR to D. of Newcaſtle, 
we | provide for the Princeſs Royal by this Bill, that I think it 
Ire the only Way by which ſuch a Proviſion could have been 
1 made. It could not well have been done by a particular 
Bill, becauſe the Marriage is not yet fully concluded : And 
a particular Bill was the leſs neceſſary, becauſe the Proviſion 
Us, is to be made without laying any new Burden on the People 
Is, it is to be made out of what did not originally belong to the 
he Publick, but to his Majeſty ; for the Money ariſing by the 
li Sale of the Lands in Newis and St. Chriſtopher's did not really 
ge · at firſt belong to the Publick ; it was what the Publick had 
A no Right to, till his Majeſty was ſo good as to give it up, 
ent and to promiſe that it ſhould be applied to the Uſe of 
ity the Publick?, © (fn | 
yes The Earl of Lay ſpoke next as follows: 
ity My Lords, 
of ] muſt ſay that the two noble Lords who ſpoke firſt upon Fav! of Ilay. 


as this Subject, have been pleaſed to give the Bill now before 
o us ſome Epithets which are very extraordinary, and which, 
me in my Opinion, the Bill no Way deſerves. There is in this 
of Bill, my Lords, nothing of an extraordinary Nature: Surely 

your Lordſhips would not have a particular Bill ſent up for 


1 every ſmall Sum that is granted for the current Service of 
cht the Year: Your Lordſhips know that it is not uſual : It has 
uly always been the Cuſtom of Parliament to provide for ſeveral 
'on particular Services by one Bill. And as to the Marriage-Por 
lf; tion of the Princeſs Royal, I have as great a Regard for that 
ul, moſt deſerving Princeſs, and as great a Reſpect for the Royal 
en Family of which ſhe is deſcended, as any Lord in this Houſe ; 
his but really I can ſee no Difference in the providing for her 
ar- Marriage-Portion by a particular Bill for that Purpoſe, or 
en by a Clauſe in ſome other Bill: It will ſtand equally upon all 
the our Records in the one Way as in the other ; and the Duty 


me and Reſpe& which the Nation owes to his Majeſty and his 
ing illuſtrious Family will be ſhewn as much, and teſtiſied as 


Jed ſtrongly, by the Clauſe which is in this Bill, as if there had 

in- — a particular Bill brought in and paſſed for that Purpoſe 
only. Tp en 

re, * As to the Orders of this Houſe, my Lords, there is 

Ck- nothing in this Bill that is againſt any of them; the Order 

* 1733 2 8 | which 
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Atine 6. Geo. II. which now ſeems to be referred to is, I preſume, that by 


1733. 
—— 


which it is ordered, that nothing of a foreign Nature ſhall be 
tacked to any Money-Bill: This, my Lords, is the only 
Order I can think of which has any Manner of Relation to 
the Queſtion in Hand, and I am ſure there is nothing in this 
Bill contrary to that Order : 'There is nothing of a foreign 
Nature, there is nothing in it but what relates to the grant- 
ing of Money, and therefore there is nothing in it that can 
in any way be ſaid to look like Tacking. Since the noble 
Lords had no Mind to oppoſe the Bill, I muit think that 
they might have let alone ſaying any Thing upon the Head 
till after the Bill had been ordered to be committed: Then 
if they had any Motion to make relating to any Irregulari. 
ties in this Bill, they might have ſpoke to it; but it is not 
uſual for any Lord to ſpeak againſt a Bill, unleſs it be with 
a Deſign to oppoſe its paſſing in the Form it is in.” 

After this the Bill was ordered to be committed, and then 


che Lord Bathurſt ſtood up and ſpoke thus: | 


$<rd Bathur?, 


* 


My Lora, 8 

* I did not be fore give your Lordſhips any Trouble, be- 
cauſe I had not a Mind to oppoſe this Bill which we have 
now ordered to be committed; for tho' I was of Opinion, 
and I find I am not ſingular ; that the ſending up of ſuch a 
Bill was both irregular and contrary to the Orders of this 
Hodſe, yet I thought it was neceſſary to paſs it, not only 
becauſe of the Deſire I had to fee all the current Services of 
the Year provided for, but hkewiſe becauſe of the great 


' Regard J had for that Branch of the Royal Family provided 


for by this Bill: Tho', I muſt ſay, that I ſhould have been 
glad to have ſeen that Royal Princeſs provided for by a par- 
ticular Bill for that Purpoſe only; for wherever a Grant is 
to be made by Parliament in Favour of any particular Per- 
ſon, the doing of it by a Clauſe may, perhaps, have the 
ſame Effect, but the doing of it by a Bill certainly ſhews a 


greater Regard for the Perſon to whom the Grant is made. 


There is indeed a Method, by which one Houſe of Parlia- 
ment may be made to ſhew a very extraordinary Regard to 
any particular Thing provided for only by. a Clauſe in a 
Bill; this Method has perhaps been practiſed, tho? I ſhall 
not ſay, my Lords, it has in this Caſe been practiſed; it is 
when either Houſe of Parliament has a Bill before them 
which they ſuſpe&t may be thrown out in the other Houſe, 
therefore, in order to carry it through the other Houle, 
they add a Clauſe in favour of ſome Thing, or ſome Perſon 
which they know the other Houſe will ſhew a great Regard 
to; in ſuch Caſe, if that other Houſe do paſs ſuch a Bill 
for the Sake of that Clauſe, it is certainly: ſhewing a very 


extraordinary Regard to the Perſon in favour of whom — 
| Clauie 
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Clauſe was thus purpoſely introduced. If J admit bad Com- Anno 6. Geo 


pany into my Houſe, for the Sake of one particular Man who 
happens to be among them, I certainly thew him a greater 
Regard than if J admitted him ſingle and alone; but he is 
little obliged to theſe, who put him upon the Office 
of gaining Admuttance for ſuch troubleſome Attendants. 

However, my Lords, as to this Part of the Bill I ſhall 
in ſiſt no longer upon it, my principal Deſign is to take No- 


tice of the Manner in which the current Service of the Year 


is provided for by this Bill: It is indeed a very extraordina- 
ry Method of providing for that Service ; a Method which 


] fhall never approve of: I have always looked on the 


Sinking-Fund as a moſt ſacred Pledge for ſecuring the Pay- 
ment of the Debts of the Nation, and for relieving the Peo- 
ple from thoſe many Taxes and Burthens they now groan 
under. Now, I find, that by this Bill, that ſacred Fund 
is to be robbed of 500,000 J. at one Stroke. There have 
been ſeveral large Sums formerly ſtolen from that Fund; 
but, I believe it was never before plundered of ſo large a 
Sum at once, or in ſo direct and open a Manner as by this 
Bill is to be introduced; and therefore, I hope your Lord- 
ſhips will come to fome Reſolution for preventing any ſuch 
Practices for the future: It is now, my Lords, really be- 
come neceſſary for us to ſignify to the other Houſe our Opi- 
nion, That the Sinking Fund ought never to be applied to 
any other Purpoſe than that for which it was originally de- 
ſigned; and I think my Lords, the beſt Way of ſigniſying 
ſuch Opinion, is, by having a Reſolution to that Purpoſe 
entered upon the Journals of this Houſe ; for which Reaſon 
I ſhall take the Liberty to move for a Reſolution in theſe 
or in ſome ſuch Terms, 'That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, 
that the Sinking-Fund ought always for the future to beap- 
plied to the redeeming thoſe Taxes which are moſt prejudi- 
cial to the Trade, moſt burthenſome on the Manufactures, 
and moit oppreſſive upon the Poor of this Nation.” | 
The Lord Carteret ſpoke next: 
My Lords, 


- 


* I muſt upon this Occaſion declare it to be!my Opinion, 
Right to that ſacred Fund, called the Sinking-Fund ; it is 
in its own Nature a Security to them; firſt, for the Pay- 
ment of the Intereſt coming yearly due to them, and next 
for the Payment of their principal Sums, The whole Peo- 
ple of England have a Right to have it duly applied; be- 
cauſe it is by ſuch Application only that we can get free of 
thoſe many and grievous Taxes, which lie ſo heavy upon the 
Foor, and are ſuch a Clog to the Trade and to the Manu- 
factures of this Nation; and therefore the applying of that 
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Lord Cartegt, 
that the Creditors of the Publick have, in a Manner, a 
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Atino6, Geo. II. Fund to any other Uſe is a robbing the publick Creditors of 
1733- their Right, it is doing an Injuſtice to the whole People of 
England. 6 8 | 
* The preſent Circumſtances of this Nation are, 
Lords, in ſome manner deplorable. By the many Taxe 
we now pay, the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life are 
rendered ſo dear, that it is impoſſible for our Tradeſmen or 
Manufacturers to live ſo cheap, or to ſell the Produce of 
their Labour at ſo ſmall a Price as our Neighbours do; 
from hence it is, my Lords, that our Neighbours are every 
Day encroaching upon us, and our Trade is daily decaying. 
If a Journeyman in any Manufacture whatever, can live 
better in France or Germany on Six-Pence a Day than he 
can live in England on a Shilling, we may depend on it 
that moſt. of our Tradeſmen will at lat find the Way 
thither, if they are not prevented either by our own good 
Politicks, or by ſome very bad Politick among our Neigh- 
bours ; and if a Maſter Tradeſman can get the ſame Work 
done in France for Six-pence, which would coſt him a 
Shilling in Exgland, he certainly can underſell the Zrghþ 
Tradeſman in all the foreign Markets of the World. Ihe 
only Method therefore to preſerve our Trade is to take off 
thoſe Taxes, which now lie ſo heavy upon the poor Tradeſ- 
men and labourers, and this the whole People of England 
know can be done no other Way but by a due Application 
of the Sinking-Fund. How ſhocking then muſt it be to the 
whole Nation to ſee that Fund plundered of ſo large a Sum 
at once? The whole Nation muſt from thence conclude, 
that they muſt for ever groan under thoſe Taxes and Bur- 
thens which they now find almoſt inſupportable, and which 
mult ſoon become abſolutely ſo by the Decay of our Trade 
and our Manufactures. Ns h 
This Fund, my Lords, has before been clandeſtinely 
defrauded of ſeveral ſmall Sums at different Times, which 
indeed together amount to a pretty large Sum.; but by 
the Bill which we have now ordered to to be commit- 
ted, it is to be openly and avowedly plundered of 500,000 /. 
at once. After ſuch a direct Miſapplication of that Fund, 
can any publick Creditor depend upon his being ever 
paid his principal Sum ? Can any Pablick Creditor think 
himſelf ſecure, even of that yearly Intereſt or Annuity 
which is due to him? By this Bill he ſees one Half of 
the Sinking-Fund applied to the current Service of the 
Year : This he ſees done, and this, my Lords, he fees. 
done in a Time of the moſt profound Peace and Tran- 
quility? How then can he be certain but that the whole 
Sinking-Fund may be next Year applied to the ſame Pur- 


poſes : He muſt then ſee himſelf deprived of all Hopes ofe· 
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ver receiving his principal Sum; and if the Funds now h * : 


appropriated to the Payment of the yearly Intereſt, or 
Annuities, growing due to the Publick Creditors ſhould 
hereafter prove to be deficient, where could they have 
Recourſe for the Payment even of thoſe Annuities ? 'The 
Sinking-Fund being otherwiſe applied, their Annuities, 
or at leaſt ſome Part of them, muſt remain unpaid, and, 
at laſt perhaps, the Whole might ceaſe. Such. a Suſpici- 
on may, even by this Miſapplication, ariſe among the 
Creditors. of the Publick ; and if ſuch ſhould ariſe, it 
would be the moſt terrible Shock that ever happened 
to the Publick Credit of this Nation. To prevent therefore 
any ſuch Suſpicion, it will be abſolutely neceſſary for your 
Lordſhips to come to ſome Reſolution for quieting the 
Minds of the People, and for aſſuring them that no ſuck 
Miſapplication ſhall for the future be admitted of: And 
the paſſing of the Bill now before us makes our coming 
to ſuch a Reſolution the more neceſſary. For which Rea- 
ſon I am for agreeing with the Motion, made by the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt. 

The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke as follows: 

My Lords, | | 

] wonder to hear it affirmed by any Lord in this Houſe, 
that the Publick Creditors have any manner of Right in the 
Sinking-Fund : They certainly have no Right to any Part 
ofit: They have a Right only to receive their yearly In- 
tereſt when it becomes due; for the Payment of which 
there are other Funds appropriated, and therefore as long 
as they are regularly paid their Intereſt they have nothing 
to fear, they have nothing to complain of. It is well 
known that the Sinking-Fund was from its very firſt original 
ſubject to be diſpoſed of by Parliament, and the Parliament 
has it ſtill in their Power to apply it to the paying off a 
Part of the Publick Debt, or to what other publick Uſe they 
ſhall think moſt proper 3, and in this Year there is as much 
of it applied towards the paying off the Publick Debts as is 
either neceſſary or convenient. | 

* By the ſame Bill, my Lords, there is a Million to be 
applied towards the paying off a Part of the Publick Debts 
of the Nation, which is more than the Creditors of the 
Publick either want or deſire. The Circumſtances of this 
Nation are now ſo happy, and the Publick Credit ſo well 
eſtabliſned, that none of the Publick Creditors deſire to have 
their Money : On the contrary, my Lords, we ſee that 
thoſe Funds bear the higheſt Price, and are the moſt ſought 
after, which are expected to be the longeſt in being paid 
off. In ſuch Circumftances we have an Opportunity to look - 
about us, and to apply a Part of that Fund where we find 

| it 


-- 


D. of Newcaſtle, 


| ETD 4 188 } 

Anno 6. Geo. IT, it is moſt wanted: This is what is propoſed by this Billy f 

1733, muſt be granted, my Lords, that the landed Gentlemen 
have of all others born for many Years the greateſt Share of 
the Publick Charge, they are therefore the firſt that ouglt 
to be relieved ; and for this Reaſon 500,000 1. Part of the 
Sinking-Fund, is to be applied to the current Service of the 
Year, in order to relieve them of a Part of that Burden 
they have long laboured under. Since then by this Bill the 
landed Gentlemen are to be relieved, and the Service of 
the Year provided for without contracting any new Debt, 
or laying any new Burthen upon the People, it muſt be al. 
lowed to be a publick Benefit. | 

That Part of the Sinking-Fund, which in Eaſe of the 
Landed Gentlemen, is by this Bill to be applied to the current 
Service of the Year, is not, my Lords, to be called a Half 
of the Sinking-Fund, becauſe it is not to be taken ont of 
the Produce of that Fund for one Year ; it is what has ariſen 
from the Surpluſſes of that Fund for ſeveral Years, over and 
above the Million which, for ſome Time, has been yearly 
applied to the Payment of the publick Debts : And fince 
none of the publick Creditors either wanted or deſired their 
Money, I muſt think that theſe Surpluſſes could not hate 
been applied better than to the Relief of thoſe who have been 
for many Years the moſt grievouſly taxed. This, ny 
Lords, is the true Deſign of the Bill which we have ordered 
to be committed. It is, my Lords, a good Deſign; it i 
ſuch a Deſign as can give no Man an Alarm; it can: raiſe no 
Jealouſies or Fears; and therefore I cannot think that there 
is any Occaſion for your Lordihips to come to ſuch a Re 
lation as the noble Lord has been pleaſed to move for. 

The Earl of lay ſpoke next: | P 

My Lords, 

Eacl of Ilay. I am really ſurprized to hear ſuch Expreſſions made ul 
of in this Houſe, as ſome Lords have taken the Liberty to 
uſe. Robbing, Stealing, Plundering, Defrauding, Mi 
applying, are ſuch Terms as are not uſual in any polite 
Converſation, and much leſs ought they to be made uſe d 
in any Debate in this Houſe ; but when I refle upon whit 
they are applied to, I cannot but think they are ſtill mon 
irregular. It has been ſaid, that the Sinking-Fund ha 
been plundered and robbed; I would gladly know, nf 
Lords, by whom this ſacred Fund has been fo uſed ; : Ian 
ſare that, to the beſt of my Knowledge, there has never yt 
been one Shilling of it applied to any Uſe, but by Virtue 
of an Act of Parliament for that Purpoſe ; and if it be fail 
that it has been plundered and robbed by Act of Parliament, 
who are to be called the Plunderers and Robbers ?. Why tit 
King, the Lords, and Commons, Can this, my Low 
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eing proper upon any Occaſion in this Houſe, and ſurely 1733. 

- 3 — improperly applied to the Parliament's diſpoſ- T V 4 

0 ing of that Fund, which by its firſt Inſtitution was, and ever 

1 Gnce has continued to be entirely at the Diſpoſal of Parlia - 

- ment. The Sinking-Fund is to be appropriated to the Pay- | 
2 ment of the Publick Debts, from Year to Year, by Autho- | 
* rity of Parliament; but if the Parliament ſhall think proper [ 
if to diſpoſe of any Part of it, or even the Whole in any one | 
N Year to ſome other Uſe, they certainly may; the diſpoſ- | 
1 ing of it in ſuch a Manner is neither Plundering, or Miſ- 1 

a ] in . — | 

* 4 For my own Part I muſt beg leave to ſay, that I do not | 
at know what the noble Lord means by the Reſolution he | 
if propoſes, The Sinking-Fund is in its own Nature to be | 
of applied yearly to the Payment of the  Publick Debts, un- | 
* leſs the Parliament ſhall, in any one Year, think the apply- 

nd ing of it to ſome other Uſe will be more beneficial- to the 

ty Nation: And I hope your Lordſhips do not mean by ſuch 

8 a Reſolution to tie up this Houſe, in all future Seſſions, not 

1 to apply that Fund to the uſe which ſhall then be deemed 

10 moll for the Benefit of the Nation: Even an Act of Parlia- 

0 ment could not have ſuch an Effect: Are your. Lordſhips 

m to make a Reſolution which is to be held more ſacred, and 


* more unalterable, than an Act of Parliament? Are we to 
reſolve not to truſt ourſelves for the future with the Ma- 
* nagement, or the Diſpoſal of this Money? In ſhort, my 
1 Lords, ſuch a Reſolution as what is propoſed, is, in my 
% Opinion, quite unneceſſary, and if agreed to, it could be of 
no manner of uſe. BET. 
* As for the paying off the Publick Debts, and relieving 
the Nation from the Taxes it now pays, I am as much for 
of WT: as any Lord in this Houſe ; but, my Lords, if it were 
/ poſſible to pay off all our Debts in one Year, it would not 
be prudent to do ſo : The Debts are to be paid off gradual- 
lie ; there would be great Danger in paying off too many of 
ec! chem at once: By ſuch a Glut of Money coming to be 
un brown at once into the Hands of private Men, the Intereſt 
acre Ye! Money in this Nation would be run down lower than 
he Circumſtances of Europe could at that Time admit or; 
m the certain Conſequence of which would be, that vaſt SSums 
[ an ef Money would at once be carried out of the Nation, in 
* order to place it at an Intereſt ſomewhere elſe ; this would 
1+ of 022 us of all our ready Money, which of Conſequence 
Gl 21d put an End even to our Paper-credit, and thereby the 
* Intereſt of Money would in a little Time be raiſed higher, 
yi than would be conſiſtent either with the Trade or the Credit 
; wn” the Nation, 


. | 1 


" | ( 160 ) | 
Anno 6. Geo. II. I ſhould be glad, my Lords, to ſee this Nation free of | 
1733. moſt of the Taxes now charged upon it; but I cannot be- 
, lieve that thoſe Taxes are ſo burthenſome upon our Trade, 
or that our Manufactures are in ſuch Decay as ſome Lords 
have been pleaſed to repreſent ; I believe both cur Trade 
and our Manufactures are at preſent in as good and as thriy: 
ing a Condition as they ever were: Our People, tis true, 
pay Taxes, but I would gladly know where there is a Peg: 
ple that pay none: I believe there is not now a Country is 
Europe where the Taxes are leſs burthenſome to the People, 
than they are in this, nor is there a Country in the World, 
where an induſtrious Tradeſman may live more happily; 
and therefore we need not be much afraid that any induftri 
ous and frugal Tradeſman will leave us. The Fact I take 
be otherwiſe ; I believe there are many more foreign Tradef: 
men come yearly to ſettle in England, than there are of 
Natives who go to ſettle in any foreign Part. as 
If, my Lords, it be laid down as a Maxim, that even 
| Application of the Sinking-Fund to any other Uſe belidg 
[ that of paying off the Publick Debt, is to be look'd on wi 
11 | Miſapplication, then certainly the applying it towards the 
redeeming of any of our Taxes muſt be deemed to bet 
| Miſapplication; and therefore I hope that thoſe Lords, why 
1 inſiſt ſo much upon its heing a Fund facred to the Paymett 
of our Debts only, will be againſt the Reſolution propoſed? 
Tken Lord Carteret {poke thus: | a 
My Lords, ; : 2 
© Lord Carteret, If we inquire a little into the Riſe of the Sinking · Fu 
| we may eaſily find that the publick Creditors have not only 
| ſome ſort of Right, but a moſt juſt Claim to that Fund 
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We all know that the Fund, which is now called the Sink Ir 

| ing-Fund, aroſe from the Diminution of the Intereſt payable M 
to the Creditors of the Publick : They had formerly, R 
leaſt moſt Part of them had, an Intereſt of Six per Cent. al '* 
above; and while that Intereſt continued, the whole Sink of 
ing-Fund was actually appropriated to the Payment of tht 
yearly Intereſt due to them; but then, my Lords, ther fre 
was no Fund eftabliſhed for the Payment of their prince rh. 
Money; this made all thoſe who had a Concern for Wl ”* 
Publick uneaſy ; and without doubt there were many oft fe 
publick Creditors who were not quite eaſy under ſuch M 
cumſtances; therefore they have all conſented by Degre 10 
to the reducing of their Intereſt to Four per Cent. IU | : 
have they given up one third Part of their yearly Inter Mt 
in order to fecure the Payment of their principal Mone *'* 
and for this Reaſon they certainly have not only an Inte the 


eſt in the Sinking-Fund, but a Right to claim that it m 


j 1 


r | | 
terer be applied to any Thing but the gradual Payment Ano 6. Ges. ff. 
of the principal Money due to them. | ELON 
I am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to heat it faid, they habe a YO 
Right only to their yearly Intereſt, Have they not Iike- 
nil a Right to come and demand their principal Money 
whenever they pleaſe ? Tis true, they do not now want 
their Money, there are none of them come at preſent to 
demand their Money of the Publick j but from whence does 
this proceed? Does it not proceed from their being, by 
Means of this very Fund, ſecure; not only as to the regular 
payment of their yearly Intereſt; but likewiſe that their 
principal Money will be all paid at laft# From hence it is; 
that all publick Securities ſell at leaſt at Par, and therefore; 
if any publick Creditor ftands in need of his Money, he has 
no Occaſion to dome and demand it of the Government; 
becauſe he may every Day ſell his —_— in Exchange- 
Alley at the full Value ; but if the Sinking: Fund ſhould be 
taken away from them, if it ſhould be entirely converted to 
fome other Purpoſe, they would be rendered lefs ſetute of 
the regular Payment of their Intereſt, and they muſt deſpait 
of ever having their Principal] they could not then ſell 
their publick Securities for the full Value; or perhaps for 
any Value, and conſequently they would not only have 4 
Right, but they would certainly come and demand Payment 
of their principal Money from the Publick. 4 
But, granting that the publick Creditors neither do; 
nor ever will demand Payment of their principal Money, is 
that, my Lords, any Reaſon for the Publick never to think 
of paying them? If a Man has a Mortgage eg my Eſtate, 
and does not deſire it to be paid off, becauſe he has a higher 
Intereſt, more r Payments, and a better Security froni 
me than he can find any where elſe ſurely that can be no 
Reafon for my delaying to pay him off: On the contrary 
it is one of the beſt Reaſons can be given for my paying him 
off as ſoon as poſſible. | | | 
The Pubfiek Meaſufes now ſeem to be much changed 
from what they were a few Years ago; it was then thought 
that thoſe Taxes which are the inoſt grievous to the Poor, 
were the moſt proper to be firſt redeemed. is Meaſure 
ſeemed then to be ſo much the Favourite of the Govern- 
ment, that his Majeſty from the Throne recommended to 
us the relieving of the Labouters and Manufacturers from 
thoſe Taxes which lay moſt heayy upon them and in pur: 
ſuance of his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech, the Tax which 
was juſtly deemed to be the moſt grievous upon them, was 
in that Seſſion of Parliament taken off. But, my Lords, 
this ſalutary Meaſure was all of a fadden quite altered; 
what the poor Labourers and Manufacturers had done to 
1733. : —— . | merit 
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n merit aur Indignation I do not know, but they N 
733. tirely forgot, 19 whole Cry was for. relieving the landed 
Llatereſt: Nay, ſo far did this new Meaſure Prevail, that 
that very Tax which had been taken off a8 the, ef g 
vous on the Poor, was again laid on for the pr ended fle- 

lief of the landed Gentlemen. 7 43112. Yap 
LO fay,. my Lords, the Ne Relief ,of -the-dandel 
Gentlemen, for it was but a tobe wha Relief, das all thoſe 


Reliefs will for ever 2 to which are given: by ſubſi 
tuting a Tax upon the Neceſlaries or the of | 
.$L Life, to the Whole or to any. Part of the Land- Tan. At. is - 
| certain that the landed Intereſt. ſuffers much n hs Wl * 


many Taxes we how pay than they ever can d 
Tax, were it to be double the Higheſt that WA ever heard: 
of in this Nation, There is not a Guinea that a landed Gey- 
tleman pays out of his Pocket for the Neceilaries gr Conve 
nience of ife, 'but what there are at leaſt eight Shillogsof 
it go towards the el e of thoſe Taxes to which 4 
Things are 155 and this every landed Gentleman in 
England muſt pay tat thoſe with whom he. deals;! bt es the 
Land. Tax which he pays directly to-the Poblicks. II. then 
a landed Gentleman who f ſpends the Income of this Fg 
Yearly, were free of all thoſe other Taxes, if he could have 
as many of the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Jife, fog 1 
teen Shillings as he now has for a de Pen 1 rte 
then eaſily pay even four Shillings in the Pou ax, 
in Caſe PLE ſhould: be found n eceilary 05 the . 
of his Country? _ 4 
Joo pretend, my 33 that a a Fart of th 
Sinking-Fund to the current Service of the Year,. is4 pv 
viding for that Service without contracting any new Debs 
or laying any new Tax upon the People, is a meer Ae 
tion upon the Publick. What is neceſſary. for. the the cre 


Service ought always to be raiſed within the Y, Ir 
contrary ethod tends to the Ruin both of the Trade de 
the Credit of the Nation: It is a temporary Hs 10 
i which muſt always be attended with fatal Conſequences C, 
And looks as if an Adminiſtration were. ſuſpicious of e 
Intereſt in Parliament, or were afraid of ou the M 
People what by their Meaſures they had mac "8 
bor the current Service of the Year. . Tho“ the landed A Gen ef 
tleman be eaſed a little, tho no new Tax be laid on, 55 be 

it cannot be ſaid that the current Service of the Year 
provided for without running the Nation in Debt. The g 
applying . towards the Service of the . Year that Money, to 
which ought . to have been applied towards the Payment pl 
of an old I 4s the ſame * with contrating a e m. 
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not only putting. off the Payment of old Debts, but we are 
every Year running into New. Why might not theſe Sur- 
pluſſes, as they are called, habe been applied towards the 
Payment of a Part of the Navy-Debt lately contracted ? 
Do not the Accounts upon our Table ſhew us what a large 
Sum is lately become due to the Navy? There is now 
above a Million due upon that ſingle Article, which muſt 
ſome Day be provided for by Parliament. Some temporary 
Expedients may be found out for putting off that Proviſion ' 
for a little Time; but ſuch Expedients are always ruinous; 
the longer ſuch a neceſſary Proviſion is put off, the greater 
handle is given to Uſurers and Extortioners to make unjuſt 


r 


the Navy, and the more heavy it will fall upon the Nation 
at laſt; either che Sinking-Furd muſt be 5 applied to 


new Tax for that Purpoſe: I do not know but that there 
may be Deſigns of making chat Debt a Pretence for con- 
tinuing one of the moſt pernicious Taxes, that was ever laid | 
on the Poor of this Natiou. n ae FRE 
To pretend that there is a Danger in paying off too 
much of the Publick Debt at once, really ſeems to me to be 


great, nor can it ever be ſo great as to give the leaſt Foun- 
dation for ſuch Fears; if it were moſt exactly and moſt 


r . 7 Oe. 


nally. deſigned, there would be no Danger of People's earry- 
ing their Money out of this Nation. There are, my Laieds, | 
but few Countries in the World where there is any great 
Credit, either Publick or Private, and in all thoſe where / 
either the one or the other abounds, the Intereſt of Money 
is rather lower than it is in this Country; - ſo that if the 
Intereſt of Money in this Nation were run down' a'good 


FCS. Tz: YT 0» 
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Country the Publick Faith was in every Circumſtance ex- 


L 
has! 


Money in this Country, that they would accept of a lower 
Intereſt here than they could have in other Countries, morg 


eſpecially in thoſe Countries where the 2 has always 


been very much ſuſpected. 

* The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſeems to 
Reſolution propoſed. The applying of the Sinking-Fund 
towards redeeming Taxes is the ſame, my Lords, with ap- 
plying it towards reducing the Publick Debts; for as our 
molt grievous: Taxes are pledged to the Creditors of the 
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Advantages of the poor Officers and Sailors belonging 9 


the paying it off, or the Feople muſt be charged with ſome 


ſomething very extraordinary. Our Sinking- Fund is not ſo 


religiouſly applied to that Purpoſe for which it was origi- 


deal lower than it is, we ſhould be but upon a Par with ' 
ſome of our Neighbours ; and when People ſaw that in this 


actly obſerved, they would be ſo fond of continuing their 
miſtake the 


Publick, thoſe Debts for which they are pledged muſt be 


« But, my Lords, this is not the only Miſc ief, we are Anto6:Ceo, Hy 


Anno 6. O0. II. paid off before the Taxes can be redeemed 4/ 4 that the ke. 
| ſolution moved is ſomething more ſtrong han if it had bees 
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E. of Scarbo- 
rough. 


© to be applied towards the reducing 
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in the general Words, That theSinking-Fund ought al 

— | of the Panter Dot 
for theſe general Words plainly appear to be included in the 
Reſolution; and further, that it _— firſt to be appli 


towards the paying off thoſe Debts, ſor which the Tax 
moſt prejudicial to our Trade and Manufactures are men 

ag'd 4 for till thoſe Debts are paid off we cannot aboli 

hoſe Taxes ; but the Dehts being once paid off, and tho 
Taxes thereby redeemed, it will then, and not till they 
be in the Power ot Parliament to confider whether or nothy 
Tax ought to be aboliſhed, The Reſolution therefore u 
moved. for is a moſt proper Reſolution, and cannot be put 


in better or ſtronger Terms than the Lord who made the 


Motion has put it, Such a Reſolution is, my Lords, be, 
come abſolutely neceffary ; it is ſhewing to the other Houle 
what is the Opinion of this; it is ſhewing to the wholy 
Nation that the Sivking-F und is for the future to he deemed 
ſacred ; it is not a tying up of this Houſe to any Thing buy 


what we ought to be tied up to. Tho a private Man ty. 


abſolute Maſter of his own Affairs, yet every prudent Man 
lays down to himſelf ſome general Rules, from which he ne 
departs without ſome very urgent Neceſſity. In this Houſe 
we do the ſame : How many ſtanding Orders have we made} 
I hope it will not be faid that all our ſtanding Orden an 
uſeleſs, becauſe we may depart from them, or. alter them 
when we have a Mind. If this Reſolution be agreed to, 1 
is certainly to be underſtood in the ſame Senſe as all ow 


ſtanding: Orders are; it is never to be departed from but in 


Caſes of the utmoſt Neceflity. 
Tbe Earl of Scarborough ſpoke next: 
Ny Lords, 


I am very well convinced that the Sinking · F und ought 


never to be applied to any Thing but that for which it wa 
eſtabliſned, and for which it was originally intended; and! 
hope that your Lordſhips are not only now, but always wil 
be of the ſame Opinion ; I hope, that that ſacred Fund will 
never for the future be applied to any Uſe but that of pays 
ing off and diſcharging the Publick Debts, except in Caſs 
of the utmoſt Extremity, This, my Lords, is my Way df 


Thinking, but yet I cannot agree to our coming to ſuch 4 | 


Reſolution as the noble Lord has been pleaſed to. propoſe. 
Surely we do not mean, we cannot pretend to tie up the 
Hands af the Legiſlature fo, as that they muſt never touch 


that Fund, even in the Times of greateſt Danger and Ne 


ceflity. If there ſhould ariſe a wicked and unnatural Rebel 


hem inthe Cayatry + if the Nation band happen jo be 
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and 30 or 49,000 foreign Troops landed | 
—— 1 up, ſo that the Sinking · Fund 
is not even in ſuch a Caſe to be touched ? 'There is no Man 
can foreſee all that may happen. There are many other. 
Caſes may happen, in which it might be more for the Bene- 
fit of the Nation to apply a Part of that Fund to ſome other 
Ws Gon to apply the Whole to the opment of the Pub» 
© We do not know, my Lords, what Inconveniences, 
what ill Conſequences may he occaſioned by our having ſuch 
a Reſolution entered upon the Journals of our Houſe ; There 
is one terrible Conſequence which now occurs to me, and 
which, in my Op nion, may very probably ariſe from out 
coming to ſuch a Retolutian. It may very naturally be the 
Cauſe of a Difference between the two Houſes of Parliament, 
which would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our 
Conſtitution : The other Houſe may, perhaps, lodk upon it 
as a directing of them in what they are to do with reſpect 
to the Application of that Fund: Or, if the other Houſe 
ſhould not take it amiſs, yet if they ſhould upon any future 
Emergency, which they thought preſſing, apply a Part of 
that Fund otherwiſe than to he Payment of the National 
Debt, your Lordſhips might perhaps think yourſelyes in Hon. 
our bound up by ſuch a Reſolution, ſa as not to agree with 
them in ſuch Application: This would naturally raiſe a 
Conteſt between the two Houſes, which would put a full 


[Stop to all the Pablick Bufinefs of the Nation; and who can 


tell what might be the Conſequence of ſuch a Conteſt, or . 
how long it might laſt? ? a hs 

This, my Lordo, is one Inconvenience which immedi» 
ately occurred to me, and other Lords may, I believe, fore+.. 
ſee a great many more. As that Fund is in its own Nature 


ſacred to diſcharging the Dehts of the Nation, I hope that, 


vithout coming to ſuck a Reſolution, your Lordſhips will 
tever agree to the applying of it in any other Way, except 
n Caſes of the greateſt Neceſſity. Such a Reſolution I mait 
herefore think quite unneceſſary, and as I think it may be 
ttended with dangerous Conſequences, I cannot agree to 
A IT" , : £ | | 
Then the Lord Barharft ſpoke to this Effet: 
My Lords, | "I |- | 

* Thenoble Lord who ſpoke laſt has made me think of an 
zendment to the Refolution I propoſed ; and. as I am al- 
ys fond of having that noble Lord's Approbation, ſnall 
herefore propoſe, that the Reſolution may be to this Effect: 
That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, that the Sinkivg-Fund 
ought for the future to be applied, in Time of Peace and 
P blick Tranquility, to the redeeming of thoſe Taxes which 

| are 


| 
| 
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22 Nation ten It 
. 72 The Earl f Scarborough Welte lis If Nek er 
5 5 Ai Lordi, e ehe 
3 Hor Na Beſides the Caſe: of an Invaſion or. Rebettion, g 

22 W 
= : © "pough, | many other Caſes which may happen 3 and I believe? gine 


Eo ſeveral other Reaſons for my inſt coming to the 
1 Reſolution propoſed; therefore e om — 
38 p. > urs "noble Lord the Hondar he does me, vet! 
* * to the Reſolution even as now amenided;* Mo 
e Wiebe. | The Matquis of Twweedale, the Earl of E aeg e 
. " the og of Keen ſpoke -alſo in favour of this Reſolution: 
SE, of Strafford, However, at laſt, upon putting the 1 7 was cargied 

in the Negative without any DOG BEE. A bac n 
A 10 1 l ay loi 1 
5 1 Diffntiont ee b + oxi 
ö * Proteſt on re- I. Becauſe en That it wodkd . Yai ex · 
* — the ſaid tremely for the Honour of the Houſe, and for the Service 


of the Publick, to have this Reſolution entered in our Books, 
| at à time when we have ſo far conſented, ' in Co 
— ance with the Houſe of Commons, to a Bill, by which neu 
1 Half a Million collected from the Sinking- Fund, in ferent) 
. Years, is appropriated to th Service of the preſent eas." 

II. Becauſe the Sinking-Fund being compoſed , the 
Surpluſages of Funds originally granted as Security tothe 
Creditors of the Publick; and theſe Surpluſages in 
chiefly from a Reduction to 4 per Cone.” of the Intereſt grants 
_ ed them, for the moſt Part at the Rate of 6 per Cent, N 
=_ cannot but think, that this Saving ought” to be . appliel, | 
according to'the moſt inviolable Rates of Equity, A v6 
cording to the known Deſign, ©. and the repeated and folemy 
Engagements of Parliament, to a gradual Diſcharge of the' 
Princip to theſe Creditors of the Publick, who have pas- 
ed with a Third of their Revenue in this View, W 
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5 this Conſidencſe. 
5 III. Becauſe we apprehend, That the Method of ah 
* ing large Portions of the Sinking - Fund to the Service ofthe! 


current Year, muſt, in Effect, perpetuate the Debts wid 
Taxes which: lye on the Nation, and is therefore injurios 
. to the Publick. Had this whole Fund been ſtrictly applied 
from the Beginning to its proper Uſe, we think it may i 
demonſtrated, not only that much more of the Nation 
Debt might have been diſcharged, but that thoſe Ta 
which are moſt oppreſſive to the Poor, and moſt | prejadicit} 
to Trade, might have been already taken off, ſince upwar® 


Sy „ as e 1 * 


of 480, ooo I. per Ann. belonging, as we conceive, * WY | 
VS 1 


Vp * been applicg to other Uſes. 
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- IV. Becauſe we apprebend, That it chnnot be fon 


Good of che Nation, nor conſequently or the Hos of 5 


arliament, to ſeparate thoſe Intereſts in the particular p- 
2 of the Sinking - Fund, which: were ſo wiſely 
and ſo juſtly united in the original and general Deſigu of it 
(the Intereſt of the Nation, and the Intereſt of the Propri 
tors of the National Debts) the former was: intended to be 
eaſed, and for that Purpoſe the latter were to be cleared as 
ſoon as poſſible. If it be ſaid therefore, that the Creditots 


they are in the preſent Method, nor object to the Appli- 


cation of Part of the Sinking-Fund to other Uſes, we ap- 
prehend that no Argument, which qught to avail in a 
Houſe of Parliament, can reſult from ſuch an Aſſertion; 
becauſe we conceive, that, in every Inſtance of this Kind, 


in every Application of the Sinking - Fund, or of any Fart 


of it, we are to look on our ſelves as obliged, not only to 
be juſt to the Creditors of the Publick, but to be careful of 


the Eaſe of the People, to keep the particular and general 


Intereſts united, as they originally were, and not to Tevere 


them. If, in Fact, the Creditors of the Publick do not 


object to the Application of ſuch large Proportions of the 
Sinking-Fund to other Uſes, than to the Payment of the 
Debts, it may be ſaid, that no Injuſtice is done them by 


any ſuch Application, according to the known 'Maximn - 


Valenti non fit Injuria. Nay, it may be deemed for their 


private Intereſt, to have ſuch beneficial-Mortgages continut 


ed to them as long as poſſible, and they may: deſire there. 


fore not to be cleared any faſter than they are likely to be 


in the preſent Method. But we apprehend, that it cannot 


be for the Intereſt of the Nation to have theſe Mo 


continued any longer, than is abſolutely : neceſſary. to-dif- 


charge the Debt Jecured by them, and that we, by Conſe- . 


quence, who are Truſtees for the People, ought to deſire 
and endeavour, that the Debts may be diſcharged, and the 
Load of Mortgages be removed as ſoon as poſſible. In this 
manner, Publick Faith would be ſtrictly kept, Juſtice 


— 


would be done, no Injuſtice could be done to the Creditors 


of the Publick. In the other Method, and by diverting 


ſuch large Portions of the Sinking - Fund, if it ſhould be 
granted, that no preſent Injuſtice was done to the Proprie- 
tors of theſe Publick Debts, yet muſt it be allowed, as we 
apprehend, that great Injury is done to the Nation, unlefs 
it can be proved, that the unneceſſary Continuation of Debts 
and Taxes, is a National Benet. 
V. Becauſe we conceive, That if the whole Produce of 
the Sinking Fund were not to be applied to the Diſcharge 
of the Publick Debts, it would be much more for the 8 — 


4 
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than chat they ſhoukd be continued to ſupply 
by o 


Payment of the Publick Debts be ſuffered to contuues 


„ 
of Trade, and Advantage for the Wacken, 
thoſe : grievous Taxes, out of which it ariſes, ſhou 

the 


Service at 4 1. per Cant. which might certainty be ſupyſicet 

ther 8 cheaper Rate: | Theſe Taxes ave not 
only grievous in themſelves, but almoſt intolerable, by thy 
Manner of collecting them under the Laws of Exciſe: Lam 
ſo opprefive to the Subject, and ſo dangerous 10 Liber 


that every Man who wiſhes well to his Country muſt, u 


dur Opinion, deſire to ſee a ſpeedy End put to them. Hel 
of theſe Faxes were laid during the Neceſſity: of two long 
and expenſive Wars, and were granted only for Terhi of 


Thal the Nation conſented to pay; in forte Nansen 4 


doable Tax, in order to avoid the long and watertain Con 
tinuance of ſuch grievous and dangerous Fmpoſitions; in 
according to the firſt. many of them would han 
been very near the Expiration of their Term at this How. 
The Wiſdom of Parliament indeed thought fit afterwank 
to throw theſe Taxes, and the Method. of 3 
Publick Debts, into another Form; which now ſublifs, 
But we cannot conceive, that this was done with a Vith 
fer continuing our Taxes and our Debes the longer; «the 
gontrary, we are ſure it was done in the View of diſthay 
ing both the ſooner.; and wh this wy Rn we 
thod of diverting any Part of the Sinking-F 2 ov 


VE. Becauſe we apprehend, That this Method mi) 
22 the — — of his Majelt 
Subjefts; and may if not timely prevented by the 
Wiſdom and Authority of this Houſe, to — 
Affection for his Perſon and Government: Hitherte whill 
they have labour d under the Weight of Taxes, and gf 
under the Oppreſſion of Exciſe Laws, the Ho i 
ſpeedily an End put to both, has been their ſole Conſolation; 
but nothing can maintain this Hope, exeept a due A 
tion of the entire Sinking-Fund to the Diſcharge of thok 
Debts, for the Diſcharge of which theſe Taxes were intend 
and given. If ſome Part of this Fund therefore eontinie u 
be mortgaged off, and other Parts to be applied to the cu 
rent Service, even in the midſt of proſound Peace; til 
Hope muſt fink, and Deſpair aviſe in its ſtead. We ml 
with greater Concern and Rarneſtneſs on this Point, from on 
Obſervation of what has lately. paſs'd en the Occafion d 
Attempts to extend the cruel and arbitrary Methods pradife 
under the Laws of Exciſe, and neturally anc nerelirly * 


, o 
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we appreßiend, flowing from them. If any new Law of Anno . Gebert 
this kind had paſſed elſewhere, it could not have prevailed © 1711. 
in this Houſe; but we think it the more incambent upon TW No” 
us, after ſuch an Attempt, and ſach National Refentment 
expreſſed againſt it (both which are of publick Notoriety)” 
to promote, as effectually as we are able, the Quiet and Hap- 
pineſs of his Majeſty's Reign, by cutting off any Hopes or 
Fears which may be ſtill entertain'd, that ſuch a Project 
will, at ſome Time or other, ſuceeed. And to this good 
and laudable End, we eonceive; that nothing would have 
contributed more than ſuch a ſolemn Declaration of the- 

Senſe of this Houſe as is contain'd in theQueſtion: © 
Bedford, C raven, Gainſborough, . iuc helſec and Notting 
ham, Gower, Tweedale, Bridgwater, Ker, Bruce; 
Carteret,  Maſham, Bathurſt, ' Shaftſbury,: Litchfield, 
Sunderland, Coventry, Strafford, Iban. 
On the firſt Day of Jun, the Houſe went upon the Ex- S. Sea Pirectott 
amination of the Directors of the South- Sea Company, &c. etamined. 
The preſent Directors of that Company were firſt called in 
and examined; after them the late Inſpectors of the Com- 
pany's Accounts, and laſtly the former Set of Directors were 
examined. After which the Lord Bathurſt moved for this 1rd Rathürft's 
Reſolution; VIE. That it appeared to that Houſe; that on Motion relating 
the 5th Day of HBerember 1729, the general Court of the to the Diſpoſal 
South-Sea Company then held, reſolved; That the then pre- - 8 the Om 
ſent Directors ſhould' be the Truftees for the Company, Saut. ges Di- 
with relation to the Produce of the forfeited Eſtates of the rectors, 
Directors and others in the Year 1720, veſted in the Com- 1720. 
pany by an Act of the 7th of King George I. and that the 
then Truſtees ſhould ſurrender, and deliver over to the ſaid Debate thereon, 
Directors, the ſaid Producte, and all the Books of Account, 
Papers, and Writings relating thereto; in Purſuance of the 
Act, paſſed in the then laſt Seſſion of Parliament: And that BS 
that was the only Order or Direction of any general Court of 
the ſaid Company relating to the Diſpoſal of the Produce of 
the ſaid Eſtates. Ear nes 20 Rs | 
Upon this the Earl of Hay ſtood up and ſaid, That he Farl of Ilay. 
would not oppoſe the Motion in general, but he thought 
they could not poſitively. affirm, That that was the onlyOr- 
der or Direction of any general Court relating to the Diſpo- 
fal of that Money, and therefore he would propoſe an A- 
mendment to the latter Part of the noble For 's Motion; 


which was, that it ſhould run thus, And that it did not ap- 


pear to them, that there was any other Order or Direction 
of any general Court of the ſaid Company relating to the 
Diſpoſal of the ſaid Eſtates. Which Amendment was agreed 
to by the Lord Bathurſt, and then his Motion, thus 
1733. 5 * 1 | | | amended, 


(270): 


1733. ſition.” 


karl of Win. reſolve, That the diſpoſing of the forfeited Eſtates ol thoſe 
chelſea's Motion Who were the Directors of the South-Sea Company in the 
that the Diſpoſal Year 1720, without any Order or Direction of à gen 
of the Eftates Court for that Purpoſe, was contrary to Law. This Moti- 
was m_ © on he ſaid he hoped was ſuch as he had no Occaſion to.fay 


Law 


much in Support of, becauſe the Words of the Act of Par: 


liament, were ſo plain and expreſs, that it was a certain. 


Conſequence of the Reſolution they had juſt then come to, 


The Lord Chancellor offering to put the Queſtion up- 


H. of Devon- on this Motion, the Duke of Devonſbire ſtood up and 
ire. ſpoke to this Effect. r ä 

e cannot agree to this Motion, becauſe 1 thin it 18 11. 
ticipating the Judgment of this Houſe in an Affair Which 
may perhaps come before us as a Court of Judieature. g 


) wks 


4 SIA 


true, my Lords, that there does not appear to us to have 


been any other Order or Direction of any EN Court of 
that Company for the Diſpoſal of thoſe forfeited Eflates, er- 
cept that which is mentioned in our former Reſolution; 
but ſtill there may be other Orders; and granting that there 
never was any other Order, yet we ought - not I think 
to paſs Judgment even upon that Order, without hayi 
all proper Parties before us, and the Caſe, fully debated 


and conſidered; As the Reſolution propoſed is a ſort of | 


| Decree or Determination as: to a Point in which private 
Mien are certainly concerned, we ought not paſs it till 
the Parties concerned are properly before us, and are ful- 
ly heard as to what they may have to fay againſt it, for 
which Reafon I cannot, my Lords, agree to. the Reſo- 
lation propoſed.* . | ee 
Eidiopof langor. The Biſhop of Bangor took Notice, That he eould nol 
agree to the Reſolution, becauſe he thought it would bein 
ſome manner a giving of Directions to the Courts below, 
how they were to determine, in Caſe that Affair ſhould m 
any Shape come before them. — 


Then the Lord Carteret ſpoke thus: 1 
Lord Carteret.. M Lords, 4 | 1 

ETD... The Words of the Act of Parliament ate ſo plain and 

_ expreſs, and the Reſolution moved for 8 the KS 6 

near me is ſo exactly agreeable to thoſe Words, that I am 

feally ſurprized to hear any Lord ſignify the leaſt Seruple 

as to agreeing with the Motion. The Words of the Lav 

are, that the Produce of thoſe forfeited Eſtates ſhall be dil 

poſed of by the Orders and Directions of the general _ 
Dr. Sherlock, - 0 


N 1228 
9 5 


Then the Earl of Wiachelſea moved for the Houſe - 
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if that Company, and not otherwiſe: The Words of the Anno 6. Ges, IN 


Reſolution are, That the having diſpoſed of that Produce 


otherwiſe is contrary to Law. Can any Thing be more 


evident? There may be Orders of the general Courts of 
that Company relating to the Diſpoſal of this Money which 
your Lordſhips have not ſeen; but can the Poſhbility of 
there being any ſuch be an Argument againſt agreeing to 
this Reſolution? We do not hy the Reſolution propoſed 
affirm, that there never were any Orders of a general Cour: 
for directing the Diſpoſal of that Money: We affirm no 
Fact: We only declare our Opinion in à Point of Law, 
which to me is as clear and as evident as any Demonftration 
T ever met with. 24, $742 de 
- * Suppoſe, my Lords, that this Affair does come before 
ſome of the inferior Courts, and that it does then appear 


that there were other Orders of the general Courts of thae 


Company for directing the Diſpoſal of this Money, beſides 
that which has been laid before your Lordſhips, the Reſo - 
Jution now moved for could not in ſuch a Caſe be any Di- 
rection to the inferior Courts; they would certainly be at 
as full Liberty as if no ſuch Reſolution had ever been made; 
and if it ſhould appear before any of the Courts below, that 
no other Order was ever made by any general Court of 
that Company for directing the Diſpoſal of this Money, 
could any Court determine otherwiſe than according to the 
Act of Parliament? My Lords, the Caſe is fo plain, the 
Words of the Law are 5 


agreeing to the Reſolution. “. 
The Earl of Lay ſpoke next as follows sms 
My Lords, © 1 . 7 8 


© Tho' there were really no other Order, or Direction of x, 


any general Court of the South-Sea Company relating to 
the Diſpoſal of the Money in Queſtion, befides that which 
has been laid before your ſhips, I do not know but 
that it may be pretended, that even the Order which your 
Lordſhips have ſeen was a ſufficient Authority for the Dif- 
poſal of that Money: It was certainly a ſufficient Autho- 
rity for the Truſtees to deliver the Produce of thoſe Eſtates 
to the Directors of that Company, and when in purſuance 


of that Order it was delivered into the Hands of the Di- 


rectors; I do not know but that it may be ſaid, that the 
Terms of the A& of Parliament were then complied with, 


and that the Directors might thereafter diſpoſe of it in thay 
Way which they thought moſt heneficial for the Company, 


as they do of ſome other Parts of that Company's Property, 
without any particular Order of a general Court for that 
Y 3 


4733. Purpoſe, 


very expreſs, that I cannot think 
there is any Occaſion for hearing the Point debared, there 
is no Room for Conſideration,” and therefore I ſhall be fop 


. 


of Hay, 


Anno&. deb. II. Purpoſe. This is a Queſtion, my Lords, which I Kullen 
pretend now to determine; I ſhall not fo much as offer any 
Arguments either of one Side or the other, but from thence 


1733. 


6152) 


I conclude, that even the Order which we have ſeen de; 
ſerves ſome further Conſideration, before we came to 

ſuch Reſolution as is now propoſed ; for after. your Lan. 
ſhips have ſeen and conſidered that Order, your coming to 
ſuch a Reſolution is certainly a Determination, chat the 
Order you have ſeen and conſidered, is no proper or legal 
Order for the Diſpoſal of that Money: The Courts below 
will certainly look upon it as ſuch; and even tho' they 


ſhould be of Opinion, that that Order was a ſufficient Ay, 


thority for the Diſpoſing of that Money, and that no future 
Order was requiſite, yet they would be loath to give a Judg 


ment fo contrary to what appeared to have been the Judy: 


ment of this Houſe, 


+ The Point now before us cannot be ſaid to he — indif 
putable Point, and therefore I muſt think that your Lord- 


ſhips coming to ſuth a Reſolution is a determining of a 
Queſtion in diſpute, and a making a Sort of Deeree againſt 
the Gentlemen who were at that Time in the Management 
of that Company's Affairs, before they have been heard 
either by themſelves or their Counſel upon a. Queſtion in 


which both their Honour and Intereſt are ſo nearly contem · 


ed ; This my Lords, is a Method of Proceeding which, 1 
hope, this Houſe will never come into; I hope your Lon 


ſhips will never come to any Reſolution . which may aſſet} 
either the Character or the Eſtate of any priyate Mas, 


without firſt giving him an Opportunity to be heard 4: 
inſt it. Pan MN = | 
We ought, my Lords, to conſider that 


from thoſe forfeited Eftates had been diſpoſed. of without 


ſuch an Authority as was neceſſary in the ſtrict Terms. 
of Law, yet if it has been diſpoſed of in the beſt Manner ſor 
the Benefit of the Company, the then Directors ought in 


Equity to ſtand Acquitted, they ought not to be loaded with 


any Thing like a Sentence of ſo auguſt an Aſſembly. againſt 
them, and therefore, my:Lords, it 1s really my Opinion that 


you ought not to come to ſuch a Reſolution: as now. moved 


for, "till the Affair comes properly before you, and all Pare 
ties are heard what they have to ſay either in Law or Equity. 
in their own Behalf, for which Reaſan I muſt moye for ths. 


previous ueſtion.“ 55 
The Earl of Scarborough ſpoke next; 
My Lor a, | 


ds, to « are Cm 
of Equity, and tho? it ſhauld appear the Money ariing 
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Earl of Scarboy c As to the Orders of the General Court of the South-Sua N 


__ Company, which has been laid before your ang 


. 60. | 
it cannot be looked: on either in Law or Equity as an Or- Auno 6. OGeo, II, 
L. bci bow the Money in Queſtion was to be diſpoſed 52715 $ 
of, nor can it ever be preſumed that it will be the Opinĩon —— 
of :ny Court, or of any Man, that an Order direfing onty _ | 
who ſhould be the Truſtees of the Company as to that Mo- 
ney, was an Order for directing to what Uſes it ought to h 
be applied ; therefore, if that Point were to be expreſly deter- . 
mined, it could not be any had OI in any Caſe „„ 
whatever ; but by the Reſolution propoſed, even that Queſ: N : 
tion, if it muſt be called a Queſtion is not to be expreſly | 
determined: We are now, my Lords, to determine nothing 
but a Point of Law, and a Point of Law which to me ap- | . 
pears ſo plain that J cannot heſitate one Moment in giving | 
my Opinion. The Words of the Act of Parliament are ſq 
very expreſs, that there can be no Doubt of its being con» 
trary to Law, to diſpoſe of that Money, without any Or- 4 
der or Direction of a General Court for that Purpoſe ; and | l 
Iam ſure it is as plain, that the delivering of that Money by: f 
the Truſtees to the Directors is not ſuch a Diſpoſal of the : i 
Money as is intended by that Act. 5 720 
If it ſhall afterwards appear, that the Produce of thoſe. | 
foricited Etates was diſpoſed of according to the Directions | 
of General Courts, the Reſolution, ,or if your | Lordſhips | 
pleaſe, the Ne termination now propoſed can affect no Man, 
and if there never was any other Order or Direction of a. 
General Court for that Purpoſe, beſides what we have ſeen, 
our Reſolution can affect none but thoſe who, without all 8 
Queſtion, are guilty at. leaſt of an Error, for which they cer - | 
tainly deſerve to be cenſured. __ | ot 
* Ido conſider, my Lords, that this Houſe is a Court 
of Equity, but the Reſolution moved for has Relation anly. 
to a Point of Law, it has no manner of Relation to Equity, 
nor can any Man be thereby debarred from having Relief in, 
Equity, either before your Lordſhips, or before any of tha 
Courts of Equity below; and therefore, if thoſe Gentlemen 
ſhould hereafter come to ſhew, that tho' they neglected the 
due Forms of Law, they did nevertheleſs diſpoſe of that 
Money in ſuch a Manner as was moſt for the Benefit of the 
Company, I ſhould not think myſelf any Way reſtrained by 
this Reſolution from giving them all the Relief in Equity 
that their Caſe can deſerye. And therefore I ſhall make no 
beruple of agreeing to a Reſolution which I think juſt, a 
Reſolution which I really think abſolutely neceſſary, , be- | 
cauſe it will oblige thoſe who are concerned to be at Pains to  —=—— 
clear up, if they can, an Affair which is certainly as yet | 9 
very obſcure, and which your Lordſhips are in Honour o- 7 
bliged to ſee fully cleared up, if it be poſlible. ob. - 
Felides the.e, the Duke of Neweaſt(y ſpoke againſt the P. of Newcaltle, A 
| : Reſolution, PE. = 
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. 6 
Kano 6, Geo.IT. Reſolution, and the Earl of CBeferfell for it. At Walt ii 
17 i 2 . 2 N | — 
* yr b Ma A 12 | it was carried againſt wa * 
"km | or Day the Lord Betbunſt ood up and ſpoke thus: © 


| ly Lords, | ep | 
1 Notwithſtanding all the Pains your Lordſhips have been 
f at in your Enquiries as to the Diſpoſal of the Produce of th 
* | forfeited Eſtates, of thoſe who were Directors of the 
Lord Bathurſt. Fouth-Sea Company in the Year 1720, I cannot fay th 
J have met with any Satisfaction as to that Affair; T belieye 
there is no Lord in this Houſe who can fay he has met with 
a full Satisfaction as to that Particular. It appears that the 
Accounts of that Company have been fo blended” tog her, 
and have heen kept in ſo confuſed and irregular Mane 
chat there is no coming at the Knowledge of any one Parti- 
cular, without a thorough Enquiry into the Whole, From 
what already appears to your Lordfhips, I believe, you wil 
be all of Opinion, that fuch a general Enquiry is now become 
abſolutely neceſſary'; becauſe we are, in my = 0- 
bliged in Honour to ſee the Affair relating to the Diſpoſal of 
thoſe Eſtates fully cleared up; and fince we now fee that 
there is no Poſſibility of doing it without a general Enquiry 
into the whole Affairs of that Company, we are, my Lords, 
in Honour engaged not only to enter upon, but to carry 

through that Enquiry with the utmoſt ExaQineſs, 

© By the very firſt Act of Parliament that was made n. 
lating to this Affair, the Truſtees were directed to give 
rticular Account, in Writing, to the King, and to either 
Houſe of Parliament, of the Effects of their Proceeding, 
To what End, my Lords, were the Truſtees directed ih 
ive ſuch an Account? Muſt it not be to the End, that the 
King, and the two Houſes of Parliament, ſhould be wit 
were the Guardians of the Company, with reſpe to the 
Produce of thoſe Eſtates? The Intention certainly was 
that the King, the Lords, and the Commons ſhould fee that 
Money fairly collected, and honeſtly diſpoſed of for the 
Benefit of the Proprietors of that Company, according to the 
Directions of that Act, or any future Act of Parliament that 
1 ſhould he made for regulating the Diſpoſal of that Money. 
Ts This Houſe therefore is in Honour obliged to ſee that it wa 
TY honeſtly diſpoſed of. In ſuch a Caſe are we to ſatisfy our. 
ſelves with being told, that tho“ the Terms of the "AR of 
Parliament were not ſtrictly complied with, yet the Money 
was equitably diſpoſed of for the Benefit of the Proprietors} 
eſpecially when this equitable Diſpoſal comes out at laſt to 
be, a Diſpoſal of it towards Payment of Debts, as to which 
no Man can tell how or when they were contracted And, 
my Lords, I muſt obſerve, that it looks much the more 
. : | ſuſpicions, 
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{uicious;. becauſe that ſuch a large Debt was paid off aich · Amo 6: * 


out any Orders or Directions of a Genetal Court of that 
Company for ſo doing; if ſuch Directions had been aſked. 
for, it may at leaſt be preſamed that the General Court 


would in their Turn have asked, how ſuch a large Bebe | 


came to be contracted? „ . 

« Therefore my- Lords, 4s 4 general wy 
Company's Affairs is become abſolutely nec and as it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that we ſhall have Time during this Seſ- 
fon of Parliament, or even during any one whole Seſſion of 
Parliament, to go through ſuch a general Enquiry, I ſhall 
take the Liberty to move, That a Committee may be ap- 
pointed to examine into the Management of: the Affairs of 
the South-Sea Company ever fince the Year 1720, and for 
that Purpoſe to ſit during the Receſs of Parliament at ſuch 
Places and Times as hey ſhall appoint, and that they may 
have Power to ſend for Perſons, Papers an1 Records; | 


iry into that 


© The appointing of ſuch a Committee is, my Lords, a i 
Method that in former Caſes has been practiſed by both 


Houſes ; and if the other Houſe thinks proper they may 
likewiſe appoint a Committee of their Houſe, to fit in Con- 
junction with the Committee to be appointed by your Lord- 
ſhips, to the End that both Houſes may, l Seſſion 
of Parliament, be made ny acquainted with all the Proceed- 
ings and Tranſactions in t ge: el 
by's Affairs. By this Method, my Lords, if there has been 
any Miſmanagement, as it ſeems apparent there has, your 
Lordſhips will then be able fully and clearly to diſcover 
whe have been the Authors of ſuch Miſmanagement 
you will be able to diſtinguiſh between the Guilty and 
the Innocent: The Characters of the latter will there- 
by be vindicated from thoſe Jealouſies and Suſpicions they 
now labour under, and upon the Guilty, 1 hope, your 
Lordſhips will inflict ſuch Penalties as may prevent all ſuch 
Practices for the future. This Committee which I now 
more for, ought, I think, to be choſen by Ballot, and may 
conſiſt of any Number your Lordſhips ſhall pleaſe to appoint; 
leven will, I believe, be ſufficient, and therefore I ſhall 
move for that Number. 152 7 | 
Then the Lord Carteret ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, 3 | 


* 


Iſhall readily agree with this Motion, becauſe I think we Lord Carteref/ ; ö \ 


have met with ſo little Satisfaction as to the particular Affair 
we have enquired into, that it is incumbent upon us, we 
are, out of that Regard which we ought always to have 
for the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, obliged, we ate 


in Duty to our Country bound to proceed further, and to 


wake a general Enquiry into the whole Management of that 
5 Company 


ui 
ary, and as it 


e Management of that Compa - 


1733. T. 
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Kino. Geo. 11. Company's Affairs, ever fince the Vear 726. The Gu 
.. ditors of the Publick ought always to be under the ſpecil 
; Care of the Pablick ; and as this Houſe has joined Wich the 
other Parts of the Legiſlature in veſting almoſt the whole 
Debrs of the Nation into the three Great Companies of 
\ Eaji-India, Bank, and South-Sea,, your Lordfhips are, f 
think, in Honour obliged to take Care, that the Credo 
of the Publick ffrall not be cheated and defrauded by thoſt, 
whom they may from Time to Time chuſe to be the Direc- 
tors and Managers of their Affairs. 
This, my Lords, ought always to be our Care, but 
more eſpecially are we bound to look to it, when ſome ven 
odd Pieces of Management appear even at the Bar of our 
own Houſe: If the Books of the Seuth-Sen Company had 
been uw in a diſtin& and regular Manner, it would have 
been eaſy for your Lordſhips to have had from them all the 
Satisfaction that could have been deſired, either with Re 
ſpect to the genemil State of that Company's Aﬀairs, ct 
with Reſpect to any particular Branch of their Bufineſ; 
bat from the Enquiry we have alteady made, it appears that 
the Books of that Company have been kept in à very con- 
fuſed and irregular Manner; in fuch a Manner as us alto» 
gether unintelligible to thoſe who are Strangers to the Man: 
agement of their Affairs, and cannot, we find, be explainel 
even by thoſe who are the Book-keepers and Serwints of 
| the Company. Prom hence, my Lords, I think chere f 
1 great Cauſe to ſuſpect ſome lurking Frauds? In thi, 4 
F8 | well as in all fach Cafes, Tam apt to believe, that thi 
= Obſcurity proceeds from a Deſign 5 that their Books were 
| a kept in this confuſed Manner on purpoſe to concealſoms 
a Practices, which the Managers durft not venture to. epa, 
| to publick View. PU DK nme 
This Conſideration alone is ſufficient, in my Opi ion 
to engage your Lordſhips to enter into a general Enquiry 
as to the Affairs of that Company; and ſince it appeats 
| that ſuch an Enquiry muſt take up a very long Titme, and 
FEY will require an exa& Scrutiny into many Volumes, of Books 
| * * of Account, I think the only effectual Way of carrying ol 
2-38 ſuch an Enquiry will be, to appoint'a Committee for tht 
4 Purpoſe, to ſit during the Reels of Parliament, in ofdet 
2 that they may haye Time to prepare Matters, and.to pit 
| | the Accounts of that Company into as diſtinet and clear 
"=P | Method as is poffible between this and next Seſſion of Pit 
liament ; for which Reaſon I am for agreeing with the hl 
tion made by the noble Lord near me.” 80 uE_* 


2 0 9 


P 4 4 #54 * 
. ve 43's 
4 ” 3% 
* 
N * 2 
1 1 


* I» 
* 


I | 
Ul 
q 
. 
} 
\ 

k 


* 


— 8. 


LKD RAASSS Js 


. 


EAS. 4 


5 


hs _ 

The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke next. . _ n it, 
M Lords, » N ; . y ” * K | I 3 1 3 . | 

1 mal always be ready to join in any Meaſure which I Ct — 


think proper and conſiſtent with our Conſtitution, for inquir- 
ing into the Management of any public Affair, when ſuch 
Inquiry becomes neceſſary; but as to the appointing of ſuch 


Committee as is now propoſed, I muſt think jt neither pro- 


nor conſiſtent with our Conſtitution. I even doubt, my 
Lords, if ſuch a Committee can be appointed any other Way, 


than by an Act of Parliament; for if this Houſe ſhould aſ- 


{ume a Power of appointing ſuch Committees, it would be 
giving in ſome Meaſure a perpetual Being to this Houſe 3 it 
would be putting it out of his Majeſty's Power to prorogue 
the Houſe, for if we did not fit as a Houſe, we might be al- 
ways ſitting as a Committee ; we might delegate what Pow- 
er we pleaſed to ſuch Committees, we might make them of 


D. of Newcaſtle, 


what Number we pleaſed 3 we might even order that every 


Lord that came ſhould have a Vote. If ſuch a Committee 
ſhould be appointed, it would not be eaſy, my Lords, to con- 
fine it to any particular Branch of Buſineſs ; it would not be 
eaſy to confine them to the Inquiring only into the Affairs 
recommended to them by the Houſe, they might find Preten- 
ces to inquire into any other Affair they pleaſed, as _ 
ſome Way connected with the Affair into which they ha 

been appointed to- inquire, and thus they might extend their 


Inquiries into all the public Affairs of the Nation, and into 


all the Buſineſs of the Adminiſtration. A Committee of both 
Houſes fitting during the Receſs of Parliament, with Power 
to ſend for Perſons, Papers, and Records, and without any 
Reſtraint upon that Power, would be a moſt terrible Thing. 
and might be turned to the Oppreſſion of many of his Maje- 
ſty's belt Subjects. 3 c 
But granting, my Lords, that the appointing of ſuch a 
Committee, in the Manner now propoſed, is conſiſtent with 


| 
} 
i] 


our Conſtitution, yet, I believe, your Lordſhips will al- 


low, that it is a very extraordinary Method of Proceeding, 
and therefore ought never to be praQiſed but in Matters of 
the greateſt Conſequence, and ſuch as require the utmoſt Diſ- 


patch, neither of which can be ſo much as pretended with re- 


ſpect to the Affair in Hand. It is fo far otherwiſe, that, in 
my Opinion, there has Nothing of a Fraud appeared in the 
late Management of the South-Sea Company's Affairs, from 
any Inquiries we have made : It has, my Lords, been made 
appear at your Bar, that the Produce of the late Directors 
Eſtates was all applied to the Benefit of the Proprietors, by 
paying off the Company's Debts ; and if ſuch Application was 


made without the Directions of a general Court, it was only 


1 Miſtake as to Form, it was only neglecting to have that ex- 
1733. ns N preſ 


Anno 6. Geo. II. 
1733 · 


field, 


Approbation of what was then done. 


E. of Chefter- - 


RR I © IE 
preſs Approbation, which the Dire&ors might have had from 
any general Court of that Company; and as that was a 
lic Tranſaction, and well known to all the Proprietors, their 
never having found Fault with. it in any general Court of that 
Company, held fince that Time, is, in my Opinion, A tacit 

But, my Lords, if it had actually appeared to us, that 
there had been Frauds committed, if any of your Lordſhip, 
are ſuſpicious of ſuch a 'Thing, you may, at the Beginning 
of next Seſſion of Parliament, enter upon ſuch an Inquiry, an 
if you enter upon it at the Beginning of a Seſſion, you may 
certainly finiſh it before the End of the Seſſion: In the mean 
Time neither the Affair itſelf, nor the Company, nor any 
private Perſon, can ſuffer by the Delay: It is not ſo muchas 
ſuſpected, that any Gentleman, concerned in the late Ma- 
nagement of that Company's Affairs, will withdraw; and the 
Books of the Company, and all the Papers and Writings ne- 
ceſſary for ſuch an Inquiry, muſt remain in the State they 


are now in? It is not to be ſuppoſed, that any of them vil 


be altered, cancelled, or deſtroyed, becauſe the Affairs of that 
Company are now under the Management of a quite different 
Set of Gentlemen, who, of Conſequence, have the Cuſtody 
of all thoſe Books and Writings, and who will certainly ne- 
ver permit any Thing to be done, that may involve them in 
the Guilt of other Men. LET 

In ſhort, my Lords, whatever State the Company's A, 
fairs may be in, as there does not appear to us any Complaint 
among the Proprietors of that Company; ſince no Applic 
tion has been made to us by them, I can ſee no Necellity for 
our entering upon it immediately, and, for that End, to make 
ſuch an Encroachment upon our Conſtitution, as would be 
made by appointing a Committee in the Manner propoſed, 
and therefore I cannot agree to it. Pn 
Then the Earl of Chefterfield ſpoke as follows: 

My Lords, | | | ; 
The appointing of ſuch a Committee, as is now propol- 
ed, is, in my Opinion, no Way inconſiſtent with our Conſt 
tution, but, on the contrary, has been frequently prattiſed, 
and is often neceſſary for preparing Things to be laid before 
the next Seflion of Parliament. From ſuch a Committee 
there is nothing to be dreaded by any but thoſe who hare 
been guilty of Crimes, and under a juſt and prudent Admi- 
niſtration Criminals ought never to be left at Eaſe ; it ought 
always to be the Lot of the Guilty to be under continual 
Fears and Apprehenſions; it is what they always will be, 
whether we appoint ſuch a Committee or no. It will be 
impoſlible for this Houſe, or any Committee we ſhall appoint, 
to inſpect and examine ſo many voluminous Books of 1 


| 4-99.) 8 
counts, or to extract any Thing that may be clear and ſatiſ· Anno 6. Geo, II. 
ſactory, out of ſuch a Heap of. Confuſion, during ſuch a 1733 
ſhort Time as that of the uſual Continuance of one Seſſion — 
of Parlia ment. 3 
« As to there being no Application from the Proprietors, 
it is of ne Manner of Signification in the preſent Caſe : It 
is well known that there are loud Complaints againſt the late 
Management of that Company's Affairs, and from what we 
have ſeen and heard at our own Bar, it appears, that theſe Com- 
plaints are not altogether groundleſs. Our having had no 
Application from the Proprietors of that Company made to 
us, is, I think, ſo far from being an Argument againſt our 
entring upon an Inquiry, that it is a ſtrong Argument for it; 
conſidering what we hear without Doors, conſidering what 
we have * within Doors, the Want of ſuch an Applica- 
tion ought to be to us a convincing Proof, that moſt of thoſe 
who uſually compoſe the general Courts of that Company, 
are under an Influence which prevents their looking into their 
own Affairs. But conſider, my Lords, that, among the 
Proprietors, there are many Widows and Orphans, there are 
many Perſons who cannot appear at general Courts, or look 
into the Management of their own Affairs; theſe, my Lords, 
are properly under your Care, and I hope your Lordſhips 
will never think that Time ill ſpent, which is ſpent in doing 
what may prevent the entire Ruin of the Widow and the 
Fatherleſs. £ | : 
From Experience we may learn, that the Proprietors of 
publick Stocks never come to either Houſe of Parliament to 
complain, till their Affairs are paſt Redreſs ; as long as they 
can ſell their Property at any Price, they are afraid of ap- 
plying for Redreſs, leſt the current Price of their Property 
ſhould thereby be diminiſhed ; and therefore they never come 
to complain as long as there is any Thing left. Then indeed, 
my Lords, they reſolve upon applying to Parliament, and, 
upon ſuch Occaſions, we generally find that Women and 
Children are the greateſt Sufferers. ee | 
* To conclude, my Lords, as neither your Lordſhips nor 
the Publick have received any Satisfaction from the Inquiry 
hitherto made, it is become neceſſary for us to appoint ſuch 
a Committee as has been moved for, becauſe if this Seffion 
ſhould break up without proceeding any further than we 
have yet done, it will be believed that the whole Affair is at 
an End; from thence, my Lords, there may be Conjectures 
made by the Publick, which may be derogatory both to the | 
Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, and therefore I am for 
my with the Motion the noble Lord by me was pleaſed 
make.” ; = 
The Farl of Straſtord declared, that he was for the Mo- E. of Strafford, ; 
1733. Z 2 5 tion, 
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Anno 6. Geo. II. tion, but ſaid, that as the laſt Committee of that Nature hai 
1733. conſiſted of twelve Lords, therefore he would propoſe that 
| the Motion ſhould be for appointing a Committee of Twely 
Ie Bathurſt. which the Lord Bathurſt agreed to. The Biſhop of Linc 


Bp of Lincoln. ſpoke for the Motion, and the Earls of ay and Warwid, 


. of ; | 
- 566 RY the Lord Viſcount Falmouth, and the Biſhop of Bang 2 


Ld Falmouth. gainſt it; and the Queſtion being put, That a ſele& Commit. 
Bp of Bangor. tee be appointed of Twelve Lords, to /be choſen by Bally, 
Motion for ap- to examine into the Tranſactions and Proceedings of the 
pointing a Com- South Sea Company, from Feb. 2, 1720, and to lay their 
mittee of Twelve Report before the Houſe ; it was reſolved in the Negative, 


o inquire into 
- ch Ps Content 70, Not-Content 75. 


of the South- Sea 
Company. Difſentient” gut Debt of K 1 . 
| I. Becauſe the preſent Debt of the Kingdom- being almoft 
— 4 wholly eee, into the Three Great Compinitl It be- 
thereon, hoves the Legiſlature who are the proper Guardians of the 
Publick Creditors, to take all poſſible Care that they ſuffer 
no Injury in their Eſtates, by any Frauds committed in the 
Management of them: For tho' the Directors are choſen by 
a General Court, they are inveſted with ſuch extenſive 
Powers, that they are capable, by abuſing their Truſt, of 
doing infinite Miſchief to the Proprietors, unleſs their Pro- 
ceedings are vigilantly watch'd and controul'd by that ſup- 
ream Authority under whoſe Sanction they act, and by 
which only ſuch Practices can be effectually prevented or 
puniſhed. Om... 
IT. Becauſe this Houſe having been induced, by the Rea. 
ſons before-mentioned, to begin an Inquiry into the Mx 
nagement of the South-Sea Company, we apprehend, 
that our Honour is engag'd to anſwer thoſe ExpeQations 
which the Publick had ſo juſtly conceiv'd from it; and ſinte 
the advanc'd Seaſon of the Year will not permit us to finih 
this Examination during the preſent Seſſion of Parliament, 
we apprehend a Committee was the only proper Way leſt u 
unravel ſuch dark and intricate Aﬀairs, which require a very 
nice Inſpection into many voluminous Books; it appearing 
to us, by what we have ſeen and heard at our Bar, that the 
Accounts of this Company have been kept in a very confus'd, 
irregular, and unwarrantable Manner, in order, as we ap- 
prehend, to conceal Frauds, and defeat all Inquiries. 
III. Becauſe the great Diſtreſſes and Calamities of the 
Year 1720, having been occaſioned by the Directors, at that 
Time, echte ſuch extravagant Dividends as the Com. 


pany was not able to ſupport ; the Legiſlature have, in al 
their Acts relating to this Corporation, which paſſed ſince 
that Time, taken the utmoſt Care to prohibit and reſtrain 
the Directors from being guilty of the like Practices; yet 
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gotwichltanding this, they have been ſo far from taking Anno 6. Oeo. II. 


Warning from the Examples made of their Predeceſſors, 


that it appears by the Accounts laid before the Houſe, that 


although by the Caſh which came into their Hands, and by 
the Sale of Four Millions of Stock to the Bank, and by the 
Loans of Stock and otherwiſe, they were ſufficiently enabled 
to pay off the Debt of Five Million, Four Hundred Thou- 
{and Pounds then owing to the Company, as in Juſtice and 
Prudence they ought to have done; yet influenc'd, as we 
have Reaſon to believe, by the corrupt Views of ſome few, 
who may have aſſumed to themſelves the whole Management 
of the Affairs of this Corporation, they left great Part of their 


Debt on Bonds at Intereſt unpaid, and by unwarrantable Di- 
vidends out of the Money, in order to give a fallacious Va- 


lue to their Stock, Multitudes of His Majeſty's Subjects have 
been defrauded ; and they have without the Knowledge of 
the Proprietors, not only diſſipated above 2,300,000 J. re- 
ceived from the Directors Eſtates, but they have likewiſe 
brought a new Debt of 2,000,000 /. upon the Company, 


| and thereby diminiſhed the Capital of every Proprietor's 


Stock, by which means great Injury and Injuſtice have in 
numerous Inſtances been done to Orphans and the Reverſio- 
nary Heirs of thoſe Eſtates, to the great Diſhonour of the 
Publick Faith, and Diſcredit of the Nation. EF 

IV. Becauſe although the Directors applied to Parliament 
in the Year 1727, for their Authority to diſpoſe of the Pro- 
duce of the Eſtates of the forfeiting Directors, pretended to 


be then remaining in their Hands; yet it appears by the Ac- 


counts now before us, that the greateſt Part of this Mo 

had been before actually divided out in extraordinary Divi- 
dends; and when, in order to give ſome Colour to theſe 
Proceedings, they obtained an Act of Parliament to diſpoſe 
of theſe Eſtates, they never called a General Court to ac- 


quaint them with the State of this Account, or to take their 


Directions for the Application of any remaining Part of theſe 
Eſtates, notwithſtanding they were expreſsly requir'd ſo to 

do by the ſaid Act. 1 
V. Becauſe there is Reaſon to believe, from a general 
View of the ſame Accounts, that there are many Articles, 
hitherto unexamined, under which a Multitude of Frauds may 
be concealed, ſuch as buying, ſelling, creating, and iſſuing 
of Bonds ; employing irregularly the Caſh of the Company 
which lay in their Hands, whilſt the Proprietors were pay- 
ing Intereſt for Money borrowed of the Bank; tranſacting 
Stock Abroad, and ſelling fictitious Stock at Home, with 
many other Practices of the like Nature, too long and va- 
nous to be particularly explained: For theſe Reaſons, we 
conceive, it was abſolutely neceſſary to have Me” a 
VE. x Omse 


1733. | 
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Anno 6. Geo. II. Committee, as the only Method to diſtinguiſh the few who 
2733 probably are criminal, from many Gentlemen who may at 
» Preſent lie unjuſtly under the ſame Imputation, efj tally 
at a Time when a Bill was actually depending, for viding 
the Capital of this Company, Three-fourths into Annuitic, 
and leaving the remaining Quarter to be a Trading Stock, 
with a large Debt and Demands upon it unliquidated, an 
the Value of it conſequently unknown; which, ſhould i; 
paſs into a Law, will, in all Probability, promote and en, 
courage the infamous Practice of Stockjobbing, to the Ruin 

of great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects. 
VI. . Becauſe the other Houſe have frequently appointed 
Commiſſioners. to inſpect the Publick Accounts during the 
Interval of Parliament, as the only practicable Method of 
arriving at any Knowledge in ſuch Affairs; a. Method, in. 
deed, too much diſuſed of late Years : We therefore ap 
prehend, that no juſt Objection either was or could be made 
to a Committee, hich is perfectly agreeable to the Nature 
of our Conſtitution, cannot be of any Prejudice to the Con- 
pany, and, being confined to a particular Inquiry, can gin 
no Grounds: of Apprehenſion to any but thoſe who ae . 
fraid it may lead to farther Diſcoveries of iniquitous Can: 
tracts and corrupt Bargains, in the Settlement and Tranſat 
tions of this Company ſince the Year 1720, which fone 
Perſons have endeayoured with ſo much Induſtry to c. 
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VII. Becauſe we think it highly expedient, at this Time, 
to vindicate the Publick Faith of the Nation, leſt Foreignen 
ſhould be induced, by the many Inſtances of Fraud and 
Corruption which have been of late diſcovered in other 
Corporations, ſuddenly to draw their Effects out of our 
Funds, and thereby totally deſtroy Publick Credit, 
plunge us into inextricable Difficulties. Ws 
VIII. Becauſe the Arts made uſe of to divert us from 
our Duty, and to defeat this Inquiry, give us Reaſons to p 
proſecute it with freſh Vigour; for Impunity of Guilt (if : 
any ſuch there be) is the ſtrongeſt Encouragement. to the 
Repetition of the ſame Practices in future Times, by chalk- 
ing out a ſafe Method of committing the moſt flagitiou © 


- a „„ - my 


Frauds under the Protection of ſome corrupt and all-ikreet- 

ing Miniſter. „„ | 1 
IX. For theſe Reaſons we think ourſelves under an in- 
diſpenſable Obligation to vindicate our own Honour, by 
leaving our Teſtimonies in the Journals of this Houſe, that 
we are not under the Influence of any Man whatſoever, 
| whoſe Safety may depend on the Protection of Fraud and 
Corruption; and that we enter'd upon this Inquiry with 
ſincere and juſt Deſign of going to the Bottom of the * 


r 
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and applying to it the moſt proper and effectual Remedies. Anno 7. Ges. II. 
Bedford, Strafford, Bathurſt, Litchficls, Suffolk, Shafteſ: . 
bury, N. inchelſea & Nottingham, Craven, Tuyeedale, | 
Cobham, Coventry, Stair, Montroſe, Bridgewater, Tha- 1 1 
net, Cheſter field, Carteret, Berkſhire, Bruce, March- 
mont, Maſham, Goxver, | 118 
On the 11th of June, the King came to the Houſe of 
Peers, and prorogued the Parliament to the 26th of Juh.. 
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The SEVENTH SESSION of the Figgr PAR- 
LIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 


(): the 17th of January the King came to the Houſe, e 
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and open'd the Seſſion with a Speech “ to both 
Houſes. The, King being withdrawn, the Lord 
Hervey mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks; and being ſe- 
conded by Lord Cadogan, the Motion was agreed to with-" 
cut Oppoſition : The Earl of Chefterfield only declar'd 
his Defire, that no Words or Expreſſions that might be put 
into their Addreſs, ſhould afterwards be made uſe of, either Ld Hervey's Mo- 
for or againſt any Propoſition that might afterwards be ar ae rn 
made, or any Queſtion that might ariſe in that Houſe. Then for the King's 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addreſs, which Speech at open- 
was preſented to his Majeſty the next Da „ as follows: = _ Seventh 
* Met Gracious Sovereign, „ ami | | 
W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the E. of Cheſter- | 
| 
| 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſem- field. 
* bled, beg Leave, in the humbleſt Manner, to return your 
* Majeſty our grateful and fincere Thanks for your moſt gra- 
* cious Speech from the Throne. | | | | 
* Your Majeſty has given too many Proofs of your good | | 
* Offices and Endeavours to preſerve the public Peace and The Addreſs. | 
* Tranquility, for us not to be thoroughly perſuaded, that | 
Four Majeſty cannot, regardleſs and unconcerned, behold 
a War now unhappily begun in Farope, undertaken by ſo 
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powerful an Alliance, and proſecuted with ſo much Vigour. 
And as no Occafion can require more Caution, more Wiſ- 
' don, and more Cireumſpection, than the preſent, to dictate 
* what Part is the moſt proper for Great Britain to act; ſo 
ve have the fulleſt Satisfaction in reflecting, in whoſe Breaſt 
it lies, to make that Determination for us. e 
And as your Majeſty has avoided coming to any final De- 
termination, till all Engagements, by which you are bound 


Call 
o See Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commons, Anno 1734, p- 1. 


do the ſeveral Powers concerned, are duly examined, till 


| ( 184 ) — 
Anno7. Geo. II, * all Facts are fully and fairly ſtated, and till the Reſult of th 


Councils of other Powers, in the ſame Situation with your Mz. 


2 eg. are known; ſo we cannot but look on this prudent Suf. 


© penceof your Reſolutions as an Earneſt of our Safety in your 
© Majeſty's Councils; not doubting, but the ſame Wiſdomwhich 
_ © prompted your Majeſty to delay your Determination, will alſo 
direct your Choice, whenever you ſhall come to make it. 

| © The whole Series of your Majeſty's TranſaQtions, during 
© your moſt glorious and happy Reign, has convinced us, that 
© there is no Taſk to which you are. unequal, nor any Dif. 
© culties you cannot ſurmount : We therefore beg Leave ty 
* aſſure your Majeſty, not only of our Gratitude for your pal, 
© but our Reliance on your future Care ; and intreat your 


© Majeſty to believe, that it is as impoſſible for us, who ar | 
© benefited by the Merit of that Conduct, not to do eren 


Thing in our Power to deſerve it, as it is even for thol 
© who wiſh it leſs, not to allow it. | 23 
Whatever Expectations therefore, thoſe who are enviou 
of the Proſperity, jealous of the Honour, or Rivals to the 
© Intereſt of the Briz; Nation, may conceive from the Re- 
« ſult of our Deliberations in Parliament; yet when all Ia 
© rope ſhall ſee, that every new Opportunity we have of de 
* claring our Sentiments, is a new Proof of the Harmony {ub 
« fiſting between your Majeſty and your Subjects, and of the 
Confidence they place in you, we doubt not, but. that al 
. © Hopes of Advantage to be taken from what paſs + 


mongſt us, will be immediately diſpelled, and that the Zeal, 


© Vigour, and Unanimity, that ſhall appear amongſt uz; vil 
© not only double the Aſſiduity of thoſe who court your Mz 
© jeſty's Friendſhip, but the Apprehenſions of thoſe (if a 
* ſuch there are) who may provoke your Reſentment. 
And becauſe the ſureſt Way, in theſe general Trouble 
and Commotions, to prevent any Deſign being formed v 
© moleſt or annoy your Majeſty's Dominions, is to ſhew hoy 
© unſucceſsful ſuch a Deſign muſt prove; Nothing ſhall be 
© wanting on our Part, that may conduce to the ſtrengthen- 
ing your Majeſty's Hands, and putting the Nation, at th 
© critical and important Juncture, in ſuch a Poſture of De 
< fence, as ſhall effectually protect its Honour from any I. 
„ ſult, its Safety from any Danger, and its Tranquility fron 
« any Attempt to diſturb it. | "2 
We beg Leave alſo to aſſure your Majeſty, that the find 
© and due Regard we always pay to your Royal Recommer 
© dation, as well as a proper Concern for the Support of oit 
© own Characters and Dignity, will certainly make us avoid 
with the utmoſt Caution, all Heats and Animoſities in ol 
© Debates, that we may ſhew, with a becoming Unaniwi!y, 
our Duty to your Majeſty, our Care of the oublic wow 
| al 
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« and our Regard to the Intereſts and Liberties of the Peo- Anno 7. Geo, It. 

ple: We will alſo prevent, as far as in us lies, fany impro- 1733-4. 

« per Delays retarding the Diſpatch of public Buſineſs, rr 

« protrating the Seſſion into any unneceſſary Length, that 

your Majeſty may not have the juſt Pleaſure you propoſe 

« to your ſelf, in taking again the Senſe of the Nation in a 

« new Repreſentative, poſtponed ; but that you may receive 

the earlieſt Demonſtrations of the Goodwill of your Peo- 

« ple, and have the Satisfaction to ſee they are as capable of 

« oratefully feeling that Happineſs they enjoy under your 

« Majeſty's juſt and wiſe Government, as you are ready and 

willing to confer it.” WE: | 15 | 

| The King's Anſwer. _ 

« My Lord, : 5 2 hy 

| « Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addreſs. The is Majeſty's 
6 I Satisfaction you expreſs in my conſtant Attention and Anſwer, 

« Endeavours for preſerving the public Peace and Tranqui- 

« lity, and promoting the Intereſts of my People, is extream- 

ly acceptable to me; and as the Honour and Dignity of my 

« Crown, and the Good of my Kingdoms, are my ſole View, 

« you may be aſſured of the Continuance of my Care and 

« Vigilance for thoſe deſirable Ends, and of my firm Reſo- 

« ]ution, in all Events, to take ſuch Meaſures as may beſt an- 

« ſwer the Confidence you repoſe in me, and ſecure the Safe 

« ty and Happineſs of the Nation.. | 


On the 13th of February the Duke of Marlborough pre- D. of Marlbo- 


ſented to the Houſe f a Bill, + For the better ſecuring the T9veh's Motion 
Conftitution, by preventing the Officers of ſuch Land. Forces, gulgtethe amy, 
1733-4. 542, 20M | 4 | 

He became Duke of Marlbrough fince the Sixth Seſſion by the 
Death of Henrietta Ducheſs of Marlbrough, in right of his Mother who 
was next Siſter to her Grace, and one of the Co-Heireſſes of John late 
Duke of Marlbrough ; being before Earl of Sunderland. | 

In the Houſe of Peers, every Lord has the Privilege of preſenting 
to the Houſe any Bill he pleaſes to draw up; which Bill is always read 
a firſt Time; then the Lord that preſented it, or ſome other, moves 
for a ſecond Reading, upon which Motion a Debate enſues if any Lords 
in the Houſe are againſt bringing in or paſſing ſuch Bill. 

＋ The following is a Copy of the Bull. | | 

* Whereas, no Standing-Army can, in Time of Peace, be raiſed, or 
kept up within this Realm, but Authority of Parliament. And 
* whereas the Safety and Liberties of this Nation do (in a great Mea- 
* ſure) depend upon the Experience and Virtue of the Officers to whom 
* the Command of the Army ſhould be intruſted, whenever any mili- 
* tary Force ſhall be judged proper to be raiſed or kept on Foot. Now, 
* to the End that Perſons of Fortune and Virtue may be encouraget to 
* expoſe their Lives for the Safety and Liberties of their Country, and 
not be ſubje&, by ſecret and malicious Repreſentations, to be caſhier- 
ed or removed from their reſpective Poſts in the Army, without any 
a Charge or Pretence of Neglect or Breach of Duty, or without any 
Examination or 'Tryal whatſoever : May it pleaſe your moſt excellent 

Majeſty, That it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the 2 

| mo 
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ceſſity of making ſome ſuch Regulations in a Cagntry which | 
792 55 in the . D and whers the People are 
o happy as to preſerve that Freedom, after molt gf thei 
Debate thereon, N 3 had loſt theirs by the very Means, which b 
propoſed to obviate by the Bill he then preſented. to the 
Houſe. A Motion being made for a ſecond Reading of the 
| ſaid Bill, ſeveral Lords called for the Queſtion. :- Hereupoa 
E. of Cheſter- the Earl of Chefterfield food up, and ſpoke as follows: 
field, My Lords, 1 ene 
As there ſeems to be ſome of your Lordſhips againſt the 
ſecond Reading of this Bill, I am ſurpriſed to hear the Que: 
ſtion ſo much inſiſted on, before any Lord who, ſeems to be 
againſt a ſecond Reading has ſtood up to give any. ope Rex 
ſon for his being ſo. If any Motian is made, Fig Bill ia 


© moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the Conſent of the Lords Spiri 
” tual and Temporal, and Commons in this preſent Parliament affembled, 
and by the Authority of the ſame, That from and after the,  * 
© Day of no Captain of any of his Majeſty's Troops of Guard, 
or any Commiſſion-Officer under them, nor any Colonel, Litutenant- 
© Colonel, or Major of a Regiment, or Captain, Lieutenant, Cornet, 
or Enſign of any Troop or Company, belonging to any Regy or 
© of any Independent Troop or Company, or any, Officer, under them, 
© having his Commiſſion from the Crown, ſhall be caſhiex*d or removed 
© (other than to an higher Poſt) or diſcharged from his Commiſſion, or 
© be deprived of the Pay belonging to the ſame, in any other Manner 
© than is hereafter preſcribed, any Uſage to the contrary. .notwith- 
© ſtanding, 1 S, 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if am 
© of the Officers before named ſhall be guilty of any Breach of Duty, a 
© otherwiſe misbehave themſelves in the ſaid Offices, That then it ſhall 
© and may be lawful for his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, to grant 
© a Commiſſion under his or their Sign Manual, to any Officer, not un- 
© der the Degree of a Field-Officer, to try ſuch Perſon by a_ Court- 
© Martial, in ſuch Manner and Form, and ſubject to ſuch Rules, Regu- 
© lations and Methods of Tryal, as have been uſually obſeryed in 
© Courts-Martial, for trying Perſons for Neglect of Duty, or other Mile 
© behaviour in the Army, and to caſhier, remove, or diſcharge. am 
Officer whatſoever, if ſuch Court-Martial ſhall adjudge the ſame, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtandingg 
© Provided always, That nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be 
© conſtrued to extend, to hinder or prevent his Majeſty, | his Heirs, or 
© Succeſlors, from disbanding, breaking, or reducing all, or any of the 
© Regiments, Troops, or Companies now in being, or which, ſhall. or 
© may be raiſed hereafter, when ever his Majeſty, his Heirs or, Suecel- 
© ſors ſhall think fit to disband or reduce the ſame. | FITS 
© Provided alſo, That it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty, his 
© Heirs and Succeſſors, to caſhier or remove any Officer whatſoever, 
© upon an Addreſs from either Houſe of Parliament for that Purpole.' e 
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reſented to this Houſe, were it an Affair of no Conſe- Anno 7. Geo. IT, 
quence, yet it is a Reſpect due to the noble Lord who makes _ 7733+ 
7 - Motion, or preſents the Bill, not to put a Negative upon 


ww . 


"ST YA we 


4a - © += a wg 4 HH, 0c 


= & © © = © =4 ts Oy ww. 


7 3 Ys 2 - 4 
* 


it without giving ſome Reaſons for ſo doing; but in the pre- 
ſent Caſe it cannot be pretended, but that the Bill now pre- 
ſented to us is an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence; the Bill 
offered to us is, in my Opinion, not only a good, but a ne- 
ceſſary Bill, and the noble Duke has given us ſo ſtrong Rea- 
ſons for its Paſſing, that J hope your Lordſhips will not ſo 
much as endeavour to put a' Negative upon it, without firſt 
giving ſome Sort of a Reaſon for what you are about to do. 

Such a Method of Proceeding,” my Lords, is beneath the 
Dignity of this Hoſe, it will really look as if ſomething elſe 
than Reaſon and Argument prevailed in this Houſe ; and if 
a ſecond Reading of a Bill of ſuch Conſequence be in ſuch a 
Manner refuſed; I am ſure the World will conclude, that ho 
good Reaſon could be given for ſo doing, which, of Courſe, 
muſt bring this Houſe into the utmoſt Contempt, in the Opi- 
nion of the Generality of the Nation : This is a Conſequence 
that, I am convinced, every one of your Lordſhips muſt think 
yourſelves concerned in, and therefore I hope that ſome of 
thoſe Lords who are to give their Negative to the ſecond 
Reading of this Bill, will ſtand up and give us their Reaſons 
for being of that Opinion : At preſent my Opinion happens 
to be ferent from theirs, but I now declare to them, that 
if ſufficient Anſwers are not made to every Objection they 
ſhall ſtart againſt the ſecond Reading, I ſhall moſt readily 
quit the Opinion Tam now of, and join with them in putting 
a Negative upon the Bill.? KT | | 


Hereupon Lord Herwey ſaid, „ Ld Hervey, 


My Lords, © 5 f 
I am one of thoſe, and T believe there are a great many 
more, who are againſt the ſecond Reading of this Bill. I did 
not, 'tis true, riſe up immediately after the Motion was 
made, to give my Reaſons for being againſt a ſecond Read- 
ing, becauſe I thought the Bill was of a Nature ſo very ex- 


traordinary, and the Objections to it ſo ſtrong and ſo evident, 


that I thought it unneceſſary for me or any other Lord in this 
Houſe, to give himſelf or the Houſe the Trouble of explain- 
ing them: But ſince the noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, inſiſts 
ſo much upon it, in order to ſatisfy him, I ſhall give ſome 
of thoſe Reaſons which prevail with me to be apainſt a ſecond 
Reading of the Bill now before us; and if either that noble 
ord, or any other, can give ſufficient Anſwers to thoſe 
Reaſons, I ſhall moſt readily join with thoſe noble Lords who 
are for reading this Bill a ſecond Time. | 
With me, my Lords, one of the principal Objections a- 
gainſt the Bill is, that I look upon it as an open and a dire& 
„ A a 2 2 Attack 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. Attack upon the Prerogative of the Crown. It is-4nAdtacl, 
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« 
\ , 
* 


upon a Prerogative which his Majeſty and his. Anceſtors have 


know how nearly connected the Privileges of this-Houſe are 
with the Prerogatives of the Crown; we know, my Lords, 
that the laſt open and direct Attack that was made upon.the 
Prerogatives of the Crown, ended in the total Subverſionof 


our Monarchy, and an entire Diſſolution of this Houſe 3 and 


therefore I cannot but be ſurpriſed to ſee a Bill of this Nature 
brought firſt into this Houſe : If ſuch a Bill had paſſed the 
other Houſe, and had been ſent up to us from thence, I d 
not doubt but that every one of your Lordſhips would have 
eaſily ſeen thro' the Deſign; you would have ſeen the Snare 
that was laid againſt the monarchical Eſtabliſhment of our 
Government, upon which the Privileges of every Lord inthe 
Nation abſolutely depend; this would have given your Lord. 
ſhips a juſt Alarm ; and this, I doubt not, would have made 
you receive ſuch a Hill in the Manner it deſerved. 

I have often heard, my Lords, of a Compact between 
the King and the People, and a Compact upon which, it i 


ſaid, our Conſtitution and Government depend; if there be 


any ſuch, the Nature of it muſt certainly be mutual; On 
the one Part our Kings are obliged not to uſurp or encroach 
upon the Liberties and Privileges of the People; but ſurely 
there muſt be a Counter-part, and by that there muſt bean 
Obligation upon the People not to uſurp or eneroach upon 


the Powers and Gat; Ip of the Crown; for it would be 


a very unjuſt Compact, if on the one Hand, the King was 
moſt ſtrialy tied down, and on the other Hand, the People 
left at full Liberty to encroach as often, and as far, as they 
pleaſed upon the Prerogatives of the Crown. This cannot be 
the Caſe ; the Compact muſt be mutual; and as his preſent 
Majeſty has never once attempted, nor deſires, in the lealt, to 
encroach upon the Liberties or the Privileges of the 4 
it would be very unjuſt and unfair in us to make any 

croachment upon him: Nay, it would be moſt unwiſe, and 
might be attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences z fora 


Breach of Covenant upon one Side would diſſolve all the Co- 
venants on the other, which would at once unhinge tie 


Whole of our Conſtitution. wo 
It has been always thought neceſſary, my Lords, togive 


our Kings the ſole Power, of naming, preferring, and remov-- 


ing, at Pleaſure, the Officers of our Armies, in order to give 
our Kings that Power and Influence over our Armies, Which 
is abſolutely neceſſary for ſupporting and promoting a proper 
military Diſcipline among them, without which they would 
be of no Uſe againſt a foreign Enemy, and might ſoon be- 
come moſt oppreſſive to the People, for whoſe. Safety they 
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not the leaſt Mention made of taking this Power from the 


the leaſt Ground for being of an Opinion different from that 
which was the Opinion of our Anceſtors at that Time. 


give our Kings proper Powers for thoſe Purpoſes; the ſu- 
preme and ultimate Determination of all Diſputes about Pro- 


ney for the public Uſe, or laying Taxes upon the People, is 


Check upon one another, which prevents its being in the 
Power of any one of them to oppreſs the People, or to de- 
ſtroy the other two. Under this Eſtabliſhment we have been 
happy for many Ages, under this the Nation has grown u 
toa very high Pitch of Riches and Power, and while, this 
Eſtabliſhment continues, it is more than probable, we ſhall 
always be happy. | | Lz 

hut, my Lords, by the Bill now before us, we are to e- 
ſabliſh a fourth Power, a new Sort of Power, which, I am 
perſuaded, would ſoon become independent of the other three. 
his is making a moſt conſiderable Alteration in our Conſti- 
ution ; an Alteration that may be attended with ſuch fatal 
onſequences, that it makes me tremble to think of it: To 
labliſh a General for Life at the Head of a well-diſciplined 
irmy, commanded by Officers who could not be removed, 
but by the Conſent of one another, would ſoon put it in the 
'ower of that General, to make himſelf Maſter both of 
Ling and Parliament: The Tranſition from Dux to Rex 
ould ſoon become eaſy for him; by this the Conſtitution 
night be entirely overthrown, and the Nation might be in- 
olyed in a Multitude of Calamities. 226 2 
* Tis true, my Lords, that by what is propoſed in the 
Ul now before us, an Officer may ſtill be removed from his 


Crown, or even of laying it under any Reftraints, and I do 
not know any Thing that has happened, which can give us 


The Happineſs of our Conſtitution, my Lords, depends 
upon that equal Diviſion of Power, which is eſtabliſhed among 
the three Branches of our Legiſlature : The executive Power, 
and the defending of the People againſt their Enemies is now 
and always has been, entruſted ſolely with our King; and as 
long as the Execution of the Laws, or the Defence of the 
People againſt their Enemies, foreign or domeſtick, is entruſt- 
ed with the King, it muſt always be abſolutely neceſſary to 


perty is lodged ſolely in this Houſe ; and the Raifing of Mo- 


what now ſeems to be principally the Province of the other 
Houſe. Thus the three Branches of our Legiſlature are a 


Command | 


vere raiſed and maintained. This Power was thought ſo/Anno7.Geo. II. 
neceſſary at the Time of the Revolution, and it was then 

thought to be of ſo little Danger to the Freedom of our Con- 
kanuion, that at that Time, when the Liberties of the Fe- 
ple were fully conſidered," when every Thing was removed 
that could be of dangerous Conſequence to them, there was 
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1732. af Parliament; but as the Parliament cannot be kept u 
fitting, this Addreſs could not often be ſpeedily-obtainedzan 
if an Officer thouldj be diſcovered. to be conſpiring be e 


throw of the Government; and ſhould, notwit 
continued in his Commiſſion, and in the Poſſeſſion of that 
Power in the Army which he had, by Virtue of lis Com- 
miſſion, till the next Seſſion of Parliament, both Hout 
might, perhaps, addreſs for turning him out; but his Power 
in the Army might by that Time be ſo well eftabliſhed; that 
it would be out of the Power of both King and Param 
to diveſt him of his Command; and as for a Tryul by z 
Court- martial. F believe, it would not be ſo much as pretend; 
ed; that a Sentence could be got againſt ſuch an Officer or id 
deed againſt any Officer, who had a great Influence inthe 
Army : It is not to be preſumed, that. Officers would be 
ready to condemn one another, unleſs it was for u Crime 
Which they themſelves could no Way approve of, eſpecially 
when they knew that they could not be removed by any's- 

thee Authoribpc: 11 e genen een 
Since then, my Lords, I can ſee no Manner of Occaſion 
for the Regulation now propoſed, ſince I am of Opinion; that 
it would be a great Injury done to his Majeſty, that it would 
tend to deſtroy all military Diſcipline in the Army, and wou 
greatly endanger if not totally ſubvert our happy Conflits 
tion, I cannot therefore agree to the giving it a ſecom Rex 

1 5 g | 8 

E. of Orrery. "The Earl of Orrery ſpoke next for'the Queſtion; the Bar 
E. of Cholmon- of Cholmondeley ſpoke againſt it, the Marqueſs of! , 
deley for it, and then the Duke of Newwca/tle ſtood up, an ſpoe 


M. of '{ weedaie, 
D. of Newcattic, ®® follows. | 


My Lords, 6 | . WET - 7 | 
As I ſhall certainly give my Vote againſt the -ſetodd 
Reading of this Bill, I muſt beg Leave to give ſome v 
Reaſons for ſo doing. I muſt be of Opinion, my Lords, that 
it will always be proper to leave in his Majeſty a Powerd 
removing the Officers of the Army at Pleaſure in order u 
preſerve that Reſpect and Obedience which is due from then 
to their King; but I am the more firmly of this 'Opiniot 
when I conſider, that there is at preſent a Pretender to i 
Crown of theſe Realms; for while there is ſuch a Mid 
tune hanging over us, we may conclude, that there alas 
will be Plots and Contrivances in this Kingdom againſt tl 
Perſon in Poſſeſſion of the Throne; and while there is a Ft 
tender. he may have, without all Doubt, his Agents in e 
\ Army, as well as he has every where elſe : Under ſuch ON 
cumſtances it is not to be doubted, but that ſome of the 015 
ficers may, at ſome Time or other, be drawn away from — 
; 0 
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ſuch Danger, ſhall we put it out of his Power to remove 
thoſe Officers from their Commands in the Army, tho' he has 
certain Information of their being in a Plot to overthrow :his 
Government, perhaps even to take away his Life ? 

« This, my Lords, his Majeſty may have moſt certain In- 
formation of, the Officers concerned in ſuch Engagements 
may be made known to him, beyond all Doubt or Contradi- 
&ion, and yet the Proofs may be ſuch as would not prevail 
upon a Court- martial to condemn their | Brother-Officer to 
Death, or even to be broke ; or they may be ſuch as could 


martial; becauſe if they were laid before any ſuch Court, 
the Informers, and all the other Methods by which the Plot 
was at firit diſcovered, and the whole Progreſs of it traced; 
muſt then become publicly known, by which all farther Diſ- 
covery would be effectually prevented; and if the Bill now 
preſented ſhould paſs into a Law, his Majeſty would be un- 
der a Neceſſity of laying all theſe Proofs immediately before 
a Court-martial, or of allowing ſuch treacherous Officers, per- 
haps, even one of his Chief-Generals, to continue in Com- 
md, by which they might 2 be enabled to render 
heir Conſpiracies ſucceſsful'; for which Reaſon I hope, that 
one of your Lordſhips will approve of this Bill, when you 
onſider how dangerous it may prove to be for our preſent 
lappy Eſtabliſhment, and how much it may weaken the 
ands of the Government againſt any Attempts that may 
tereafter be made in Favour of the Pretender. 
* Beſides this, my Lords, there are many other Caſes which 
night be mentioned, wherein his Majeſty might have very 
ood Reaſon to remove an Officer, though it would not be at 
proper to make that Reaſon ſo public as to lay it before a 
ourt- martial: There are likewiſe many little Crimes which - 
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elerve to be removed, and yet theſe Crimes may be ſuch as 
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ies and regular Subordination, that muſt be obſerved in all 


2 


heir 


it may be depended on for the Defence of a Country. 
| ty | « 
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to be miſled, and drawn into Engagements againſt his Maje- 1733-4 
{y's Perſon and Government; and while his NMajeſty is ian 


not properly, at leaſt, at that Time, be laid before a Court- 


n Officer may be guilty of, and ſor which he might highly - 


puld not well come under the Cogniſance of a Court-martial; - 
t leaſt it would not be poſſible to obtain à Sentence of a 
ourt· martial for the removing of ſuch an Officer; for when 
pentlemen fit in Judgment upon a Brother · Officer, in order 
d determine whether he ought to be broke or not, it is to be 
Ippoſed that they will not paſs Judgment againſt him, un- 
ls ſome very enormous Crimes be fully proved before them; 
hich would make it impoſſible to keep up that ſtrict Diſci- 


gular Armies, or indeed in any Army fit for Service, or 


Ango7. Geo;11, = * I muſt, indood, fay, my Lords, that if any A 
1733-4 ever been made towards modelling the Army, and 
t for any bad Purpoſe 


E. of Cheſter- 
field. 


no ſuch Attem 


my Opinion, if any Lord could give me a ſufficient Rea 


that have been made uſe of againſt a ſecond Reading, all the 
fitions which are directly contrary to the Contents of the 


( 192 ) | 
s had 
1 
„there might then have been ſome | | 
caſion for propoſing ſuch a Bill as this no before us; but u 
have ever been made, as no ſuch A 
can be ſo much as apprehended from his preſent Majeſy, | 
am therefore ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a Bill ſo much as' 
in this Houſe, at'preſent; I am ſur the'paſſing of ſuch x 
Bill, at preſent, would be a ſubjecting of the Nation tom 
ny great and certain Dangers and Inconveniences, for the 
Sake of avoiding an Inconvenience that has never been fel 


by any but in Imagination, and for this Reaſon I muſt bes 

gainſt giving the Bill a ſecond Reading. 

The Earl of Chefter field ſpoke next. T2 2% vas 
My Lords, © n 07 


I have before declared, chat my Opinion was h dat 
ing this Bill-a ſecond . Time; I likewiſe ſaid, I would alter 


for ſo doing; but, from what has fell from the noble Lom 
who have ſpoke againſt the ſecond Reading, I am fo far fron 
altering my Opinion, that I now think a ſecond Reading d 
the Bill is abſolutely neceſſary, even before we can enter int 
any Debate upon the Merits of it; for all the Argument 


Objections hitherto made to the Bill, are founded upon Supps- 


It has been ſaid, that the Bill is a direct Attack upon 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and that it is deſigued for de 
ſtroying, or at leaſt diminiſhing, the Power of the Crown: 
but, my Lords, if what is propoſed in the Bill be duly: cu 
ſidered, it will appear to be neither an Attack upon the Pre: 
rogative, nor ſo. much as a Diminution of the Power of the; 
Crown: There is no Power to be taken from the Crown, but 
that Power which the Crown ought never to make uſe of; 
It is certain, that the Crown ought never to take an Officer's 
Commiſſion from him, but for ſome very ſufficient: Reaſa, 
and upon & full Proof of the Facts alledged ag bin 
and therefore all that is propoſed by this Bill, 3s b a Me 
thod, by which the Crown may get ſuch an Infermatzen u 
to the Facts alledged, as may be depended on; whereby the. 
Crown may be ſecured againſt Impoſitions, andthe Offen 
againſt private Miſrepreſentations, and falſe Accuſations : i 
is, my Lords, to prevent the King's being malicioully led i: 
to the doing a Piece of the higheſt Injuſtice to à faithful 50 


dier, and to prevent a good and a brave Officer fram bei 


whiſper'd out of his Commiſſion, and reduced t a ſtarving 
Condition for no Crime, perhaps for a Piece ef **! 


"B * _— 
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far which he ought to be highly rewärded. Can this, my Anne 5. Geo; II. 
Lords, be called a Diminution of the Power of the Cron? 273374 
Pit not plainly and directiy grounded upon the fundamen - 
tal Maxim of our Conſtitution, which ſays, That the King 
« of England ſhall have it in his Power to do as much Good - 
« a5 he pleaſes, but ſhall not have it in his Power to do Wrong; 

The Objections as to general Officers, is likewiſe; -my 
Lords, founded upon a Miſtake; for if the noble Lords had 
attended to the firſt Reading of the Bill, they muſt have 
known, that with Keſpect to general Officers; the Power of 
the Crown is to remain in the very ſame State it was in be- 
ſore; the Regulation propoſed by the Bill, is to extend no 
higher than Colonels of Regiments; and ſurely the conti- 
nuing of the moſt deſigning and the moſt daring Men, in the 
Command of a ſingle Regiment, for two or three Months; 
aſter a Diſcovery of his wicked Deſigus, can be of no dange- 
vous Conſequence; even though the continuing him for that 
Time were, by this Bill, to be made abſolutely neceſſary 3 
but that is not the Caſe, which leads me to conſider another 
Miſtake, from which an Argument hath been drawn, and 
much inſiſted on by ſome of the noble Lords who have ſpoke 
apainſt the Queſtion. ]? 93% — ff i gn 

The Pretender, my Lords, I find, is to be lugg'd into 
this Queſtion, as he has been into ſome others, in which he 
bad very little to do, and the Danger the Nation lies expo- 
ſed to from him is to be made an Argument for dur not & 
taking that Care of our Liberties and Conſtitution which 
we ought. I hope I am as little ſuſpected of 1 any. 
Deſigas from that Quarter; as apy Lord in this Houſe; if 
there were the leaſt Ground for that Argument, it would be 
a moſt prevailing Argument with me for being not only a- 
gainſt the ſecond reading of this Bill, but for the rejecting | 
of it with the utmoſt Diſdain: But thoſe Lords who make "2 
uſe of this Argument, ſeem not to take Notice, that the ; 
King is ſtill to retain the Power of ſuſpending and putting 


* 
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ot; under an Arreſt any Officer, or any Number of Officers, he | | 
lon pleaſes, and at whatever Time or. Times he may think pro- | 
mw per; and if the leaſt Diſcovery ſhould be made, that any 
Me Officer, or Number of Officers, were drawn into a Plot, in 
_ Favour of the Pretender, or into any other Plot againſt his | 
the Majeſty's Perſon and Government, could not his Majeſty 7 | 
immediately ſuſpend all ſuch Officers from their Commands 
1 in he Army ? Could not he immediately lay them all un- 
11 der an Arreſt? Nay, could not he immediately throw them 
Sl all into a common Priſon, or at leaſt into the Hands of : 
eig Meſſengers, and detain them there, till it ſhould be found — 
ying convenient to bring them to Tryal before a Court martial; 
noo ©! otherwiſe; or at leaſt till the Parliament ſhould be called; 
bt 1734. B b in 


| 


4: ( 194 ) 1 
Aano 7. eo. I. in order to have an Addreſs from this or the other Houſe 


1733-4 . for breaking ſuch of them, againſt whom a and full 
——— proof N be . it to be 7 
either this Houſe or the other, or, indeed, both, would te- 
fuſe to redreſs his Majeſty upon ſuch an Occafian ? And 
would not this as effectually diſappoint all their Plats/ and 
Contrivances, as if his Majeſty had immediately brake een 
one of thoſe Officers who were at firſt repteſented to hin 
as being concerned in that Plot. „ 12; otolaten 
© This Bill has been rep ented to us as if it would de- 

ſtroy that Influence whi 


his Majeſty ought. always to 
have in the Army, and annihilate oo * De. 
pendence which the Officers ought always to have ups 
the Crown: But this, my „ likewiſe — wag | 
ded upon a Miſtake, or at leaſt upon an Overſight; for, 
notwithſtanding any Proviſion in the Bill now before u, 
the Power of naming and preferring the Officers of the Ar- 
my is to remain aþſolute in the Crown; and beſides there 
will be many other ways left, by which the Crown may 
ſecure the Reſpet and Dependence of all the Officers in 
the Army; ſo that there is nothing in this Bill, nor an 
thing deſigned by the Bill, that can poſſibly duminiſh that 
juſt and due Influence which the Crown ought to have in 
the Army. The Hopes of Preferment alone are ſufficient 
for influencing every Officer to do his Duty, and toſhey 
that Reſpect which is due both to the Crown, and to his. 
ſuperior Officers: They may not, indeed, be ſufficient for 
influencing an Officer to act contrary to his Duty, both s 

to his King and Country, by obeying the private Cen- 
mands of a wicked Miniſter ; but _ wy — this 
only, is what is by this Bill propoſed to be againſt 
All that is propoſed is, only that no Miniſter e of State ſhall 
hereafter have it in his Power to tell an Officer of the Ar- 
my, in a Caſe that perhaps no way regards Military Diſc- 
pline, Sir. you ſhall do fo or ſo, — or ſtarve! 

Thus, my Lords, I think I have ſhewn, that all the 

material Objections againſt the ſecond Reading of this Bill 
are founded upon Miſtakes, as to the Nature of it, which, 
in my Oppinion, is a moſt convincing' Argument for givag 
it at leait a ſecond Reading. There has indeed one or two 
other Arguments been made uſe of, which I b 
ſurprized at. It has been ſaid; that there are ſeveral 
an Officer may be guilty of, which cannot properly be 
brought before a Court- martial; or at leaſt where Jak 
upon the Offender could not well be expected from a Coutt | 
martial: Here indeed I am quite at a Loſs, for I knawof m | 
Military Crimes but what may properly be brought beſores 
Court-martial, aud unleſs it be ſuch Crimes as arg proper is { 
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the Cognizance of our Spiritual Courts, I do not know any Anno 7. Geo. II. 


other, but where the moſt ſevere and impartial Juſtice has 
always been given by, and may always be expected from a 
Court- martial: I am ſure, that if any Officer be guilty of 
Cowardice, of Neglect of Duty. or of any Crime, or Action, 
that is in the leaſt diſhonourable, the moſt ſtrict Juitice may 
always be expected from a Court - martial; nay, ſo ſevere 


have the Officers of our Army always been, in ſuch Caſes, 


upon one another, that for ſome Failings, which the Crown 
has overlook'd, which the Generals have ſo far overlook'd 
as not to bring them before a Court- martial, yet the Of- 
ficers themſelves have taken Notice of them, and have re- 
fuſed to roll or to ſerve witch the Man who has been guil- 
ty of them ; and therefore to pretend, that Martial Diſci- 
pline could not be kept up in the Army, if Officers. could 
not be broke or removed but by a Court martial, is an 
Argument founded upon a Suppolition, which is directly 
contrary to Experience. or 3 
The other Argument, which izes me, is an Ar 


ment founded upon a new Sort of Doctrine; a Doctrine | 


by which we are taught, that the Prerogative is never to be 
touched in the leaſt ; you are never to make any Law for 
regulating the Prerogative in any Branch ; the Compact be- 
tween King and People muſt be mutual ; the * muſt be 
as much obliged not to incroach upon the King's Prerogative, 
as he is obliged not to incroach upon their — As to 
the Compact's being mutual, and the Parties equally bound, 
I ſhall my Lords, eaſily grant; yet that can be no Bar to 
our making as many Acts of Parliament as we pleaſe for re- 
gulating, or even reſtraining the Prerogative, becauſe to e- 
very ſuch Act the King gives his Conſent, and ſurely all the 
Perſons concerned in a Compact may, by their mutual Con- 
ſent make what Alterations in it they pleaſe: And ſo the 
Caſe is; we have, by Acts of Parliament, made many Al- 
terations with Regard to the Prerogative ; and I believe e- 
very one of your Lordſhips will grant, that it is to theſe Al- 
terations that we owe the Liberty we now enjoy. The Pre- 
rogative has been often reſtrained and limited, or at leaſt 
brought back to its primitive Inſtitution. Was not the Ha- 
beas Corpus Act a molt noted, and a moſt uſeful Limitation 
of that Prerogative which our Kings then pretended to? 


Did not our Kings formerly pretend ro a Power and Prero- 


gative of removing the Jadges at Pleaſure ? Bat this P 
tive was found to be inconſiſtent with the Liberties of t 


People, and therefore, by the Claim of Right, an Altera- 


tion was made as to that Part of the Prerogative. And as to 
— Part of the Prerogative now inſiſted on, it is well known 
t it has grown up of late Ages, for by our primitive 
1733-4. Bb 2 Inſtitution, 


17334. 
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Anno 3. Geo. II. Inſtitution, the King could not remove the Officers of the 
1733-4 Army: The Nobility and the Barons of the Kingdom were 
tte proper Officers, and each of them led out to War, and 
commanded his own military Tenants, ſo that their Com. 
mands in the Army depended upon their Tenures, from dei. 
ther of which the King could remove them, without theit 
being legally found guilty of a Crime; and from the Wr. 
tings of the learned Judge Cote, who, I believe, will be al. 
lowed to have underſtood our ancient Conſtitution, we 
learn, that of. ancient Times the Freeholders of each Couni) 
choſe their Leader in War, as well as they did the Sheriff 
and other Officers for Times of Peace. * And therefore 
what is now propoſed muſt appear to be ſo far from being an 
Attack upon, or a Diminution of, the ancient /Preropative - 
of the Crown, that it does not near bring the Prerogatiye 
back to its primitive Inſtitution. | 371" 
It has been ſaid, that at the Revolution no ſuch Proyi- 
ſion was made as is now propoſed ; Very true, my Lords; 
but the Reaſon was, becauſe before that Time we never had 
ſuch a Thing as a legal ſtanding Army; we had, indeed, 3 
few regular Troops, but they never, I believe, amounted to 
4000 Men, which could not properly be called an Army; 
ſo that it was impoſſible we could think of making any Re- 
gulation about a Thing which was not then in Being: Aud 
moreoyer it cannot be ſaid, that at the very Time of the 
Revolution, the Liberties of the People were, or, indeed, 
could be, fully conſidered; it cannot be pretended, that even 
Thing was then removed that might be of dangerous Canle- 
quence to them, for do not we know, that even ſince that 
Time ſome Regulations have been made, with Reſpeſt to the 
Prerogative ? Even that remarkable Regulation of trienulal, 
or, or as we have them now, ſeptennial Parliaments,” was 
not made till ſome Time after the Revolution; and yet t 
muſt be granted, that this was not only a great, but 'a-necel- | 
ſary Diminution of the Prerogative, in order to ſecure the 
Liberties of the People: It is not in the Power of Man, ny 
Lords, to foreſee all the Evils, and all the Inconvenience 
that may afterwards ariſe, and therefore it is impoſſible for 
; Men to provide proper Remedies againſt them all; wean 
provide againſt them only by Degrees, and as they happen 
to come under our Obſervation. fk „ 28 
© The Evil which is propoſed to be remedied, or at leal 
. preyented, by the Bill now before us, is what has been long 
under the Obſervation of moſt Gentlemen in the Kingdom, 
and therefore, my Lords, I am extreamly ſurprized: $0 heat 
it faid, that no Examples have happened which wn _ 
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on for ſuch a Bill as the preſent. Is it not well known, Anno 7. Geo. Nl. 
ou haye had ſeveral Examples of Officers turned out of as . "In 
heir Commiſſions, only ſor. not being ſubmiſlive to the Mini- 
ters for the Time being? Do not we all know, that in t 
Fad of the late Queen's Reign, there were Numbers of Gen- 
emen turned out of their Cammiſhons, without any Reaſon, 
without any Crime ſo much as alledged againſt them? DPO 
not we know, that, even in the late King's Reign, there 
were a great many brave Officers removed, without being 
gulty of any Crime, at leaſt, I am ſure, they were not guil- 
ty of any Military Crime, no not ſo. much as of a Neglect of 
Duty ; they could not even. be accuſed of any. want of Re- 
ſpe to the Crown 3 the whole, I believe, of what could 
haps, ſo ſubmiſſive to the Prime Miniſter, as he thought he 
had Reaſon to expect. Theſe Remoyes were, at that Time, 
my Lords, ſo much taken Notice of, that it occaſioned 
rery great Debate upon the Mutiny-Bill, both in this od 
the other Houſe of Parliament: I was then, my Lords, in 
the other Houſe, and I well remember, that it was there 
I frongly infilted on, as an Objection againſt that Clauſe of 
the Bill, by which Officers are made Judges in Caſes of Life 
and Death, that it was very. improper they ſhould be Judges 
in any ſuch Caſe, as long as their Commiſſions entirely de- 
pended upon the Crown, and might be taken from them 
whenever a Miniſter had a Mind. „ 

And, my Lords, though his preſent Majeſty's Juſtice and 
Prudence be known to the whole World, yet we find, that 
even he has been prevailed on, by what Means I do not 
know, to remove two Officers, both Members of this Houſt, 
neither of whom, in ſo far as I can hear, has ever yet been 
accuſed of any Crime, or of any want of. Reſpe& to the 
Crown; no, not ſo much as of a Neglect of Duty, What 
| am now cn is, I know, my Lords, a tender Point, I am 
forry I am obliged to mention it; and I would avoid it, if 
I did not know my Heart to be ſo warmly. affected to his 
Majeſty, that I am ſure it will not allow my Tongue to ſay 
any thing unbecoming of him. If there is any Fault, I am 
lure his Majeſty is not to blame: If the two noble Lords were 
removed without a ſufficient Cauſe it could not proceed from 
any thing that was wrong in his Majeſty : It muſt have pro- 
ceded from ſome Miſrepreſentations, or ſome private and 
malicious Accuſations, which his Majeſty has not yet diſco- 
vered to be falſe; but when he does, we may depend on it, 
he will do Juſtice to the two noble Lords, who have been 
mured, and will ſeverely. puniſh. thoſe who have been guilty 
of giving him a falſe and a malicious Information: This, my 
eis we may moſt centainly.cape® from. ls Majelty 3 but 

; this 


Anno 7. Oe. II. % a. 122 | 
1743-4. this ſhews, that even out of that Regard which we oupte's 
have for the Crown, we ought to agree to the Bil ue hs 
fore us; becauſe it will, for the future, put it out of ts 
Power of any Perſon to impoſe upon the Crown, by ahh fg 
Surmiſes, or malicious Miſrepreſentationss. 
I think, my Lords, I have left no Argument apaint 
the Bill unanſwered,” but that moſt extraordinary one, of in 
being Time enough to guard againſt the Evil of model 
an Army for any bad Purpoſe, after it has once happened: 
hope it will be granted me, that the modelling of an Amy 
for the private and particular Purpoſes of a Miniſter, or Min 
ſtry, is as bad a Purpoſe as any that can be imagined; and! 
think I have ſhewn, that ſuch a Modelling was aQually fn 
on Foot in the End of the late Queen's Reign, and fone 
thing like it happened even in his late Majeſty's Time ; ud 
therefore it muſt be granted. that it is now high Time 9 
think of guarding againſt it; but if it be meant, that nothi 
like it has happened in his preſent Majeſty's Time, the Aue 
ment will be ſtill more extraordinary, for does not every ow 
know, that before ſuch a Bill can paſs into a Law, "the Kiy 
at that Time upon the Throne, mult give his Conſent to; 
and if any King, by the Advice of an evil Miniſter, ſhoil 
once actually begin to model his Army, would it not beth 
diculous to expect the Conſent of that King to a Law for pus 
ting a Stop to what he had actually begun; ſo that his Ms 
jeſty's never having attempted any ſuch Thing, is ona 
ſtrongeſt Arguments for our paſſing the Bill now: before i; 
becauſe it is only from ſuch a juſt and ſuch a gracious In 
as the preſent, that the Royal Aſſent to ſuch a Bill ean ent 
be expected. | | 1 
© I hope, my Lords, I have now fully ſhewn the Wal 
neſs of all the Objections that have been made to the Bil! 
But as to the Arguments for it, they are ſtrong, they ut 
convincing : I ſhall only touch upon that one, which Think 
has the greateſt Connexion with the Nature of our Conf 
tution. It is well known, my Lords, that there are muy 
Officers of the Army who have nothing, or, at leaſh, wy 
little, to ſubſiſt on, but their Commiſſions ; and jt is H 
well known, that there are many Gentlemen of the Any 
now in both Houſes of Parliament: There are now; 
Lords, more Officers of the Army in each Houſe of Paris 
ment than there were when we had on Foot an Army d. 
bove fixty thouſand Men: Theſe are Facts which wilt 
I believe, be controverted. It is, I do not know H N 
come, of late Years, a prevailing Opinion, that the 60% bl 
Way of getting Preferment in the Army, is to haves WM 
in this or in the other Houſe of Parliament : This, *tis ths Eo 
my Lords, muſt be an erroneous Opinion: It is * on 
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y Man can juſtly and honourably acquire any Prefer- Anno 5. Geo. II. 

. Army by his Behaviour 1 Houſe of Par. — | 
lament, and therefore this mult be an Opinion for which 1 
hope there never was any Ground; I am ſure there can be 
no Ground for it under his preient Majeſty ; but erronepus 
35 it is, it is become a general Opinion, and we know that 
Mankind always were, and always will be governed and in- 
fenced by general Opinions and Prejudices 3 and accor- 
ding as the Prevalence of this Opinion increaſes, we may ex- 
pect an Increaſe of the Number of Officers in both Houſes 
of Parliament. | | | | 3 

We may expect, my Lords, that, in future Times, as 
ſoon as any Gentleman has once got a Commiſſion in the 
Army, he will next employ all his Money and Credit, and 
all his Friends, to procure himſelf a Seat in Parliament; he 
will, perhaps, pawn the laſt Shilling's Worth he has in the 
World, beſides his Commiſſion, in order to procure him- 
ſelf a Seat in the other Houſe of Parliament, and how dan- 
gerous it may be to our Conſtitution, to have ſuch a Man 
depending for the Continuance of that Commiſſion, upon 
ſome future enterprizing Miniſter, I leaye to your Lord- 
ſhizs to judge. No Man has a better Opinion than I have 
of the Gentlemen who are at preſent the Officers of our 
Army; but I mutt ſay, that I think it too bard a Tryal, even 
for their Virtue, eſpecially in this degenerate Age, to leave 
it in the Power of a deſperate Miniſter, to tell them, upon 
Occaſion of an important Queſtion in Parliament, If you do 
not vote, Sir, as I direct you, you ſhall ſtarve. 7 

* Your Lordſhips are, I am ſure, all convinced, that the 
Happineſs, the Eſſence of our Conſtitution does not depend 
upon outward Forms, but upon Realities. , Our Conititu- 
tion does not depend .upon our haying always a Parliament, 
but upon that Parliament s being independent of the Admi- 
niſtration 3 upon its being in the Power of Parliament to ex- 
amine ſeverely, and judge impartially the Conduct and the 
Meaſures of thoſe imployed in the Adminiſtration, to repre- 
ſent the Grievances, and watch over the Liberties and the 
Properties of the People of this Nation, and to take away 
evil Counſellors from before the King; but if ever a Majo- 
rity of both Houſes of Parliament ſhould come to he com- 
poled of Gentlemen, whoſe daily Bread, or at leaſt their 
chief Support, depended entirely upon the Favourites af 
the Crown, can it be imagined that it wauld then be in the 
Power of Parliament to examine freely, or judge impartially, 
the Conduct of thoſe Favourites ;. to relieye the Peaple from 
the Oppreſſions brought upon them hy ſuch Favourites; ar. 
to tell their Sovereign any ungrateful Truths about thoſe 
whom he had thought fit to employ as his Miniſters ? Would 
not 
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in Parliament? Would not the beſt Deſigns of the uncortupe 
ed and independent Few be baffled by a corrupt and Alayid 
Majority? And ſhall any Queſtion which tends towards the 
preventing of ſuch a Misfortune, have now the ill Pate tg 
be rejected by your Lordſhips ?o 2 
»The Bill now before us is ſo far from being an Attack 
upon the Prerogative, that it is in the very ſame Terms with 
a Bill drawn up in the very laſt Reign; by as able and as b. 
neſt a Miniſter * as ever ſerved the Crown: He Was in- 
deed an honeſt and a diſintereſted Miniſter, for the had the 
Happineſs of his Country ſo much at Heart, that he neylet. 
ted his own, and has left little elſe to his Son; but the Hy: 


nour of having a Seat amongſt your Lordſhips: The Bill, [ 
ſay, my Lords, was not only drawn up, but even his h 
Majeſty, who never could be accuſed of allowing of ay: 


unjuſt Encroachments upon the Crown, had, by the Advice 
of that Miniſter, agreed to its being brought into Parliament: 
And if it had been brought in that Time; which was, | d 
not know how, prevented, not only the Miniſters of the 
Crown were ready to have ſupported-it, but the King hin- 
ſelf was ready to have given it the Royal Aſſent, as ſoon 
as preſented to him for that Purpoſe. This, my Lords [ 
know to be true, and therefore I am the more ſurpriſed-19 
hear the offering of ſuch a Bill now repreſented as an Attack 
upon the Prerogative, an Affront to the King. 
We all know, my Lords, that there is nothing propoſed 
to be done by this Bill, but what has been done in even 
Country, where there are any Remains of Liberty left. 1 
Holland, no Officer was, I believe, ever removed but byz 
Court - Martial; I do not remember that ever any w, nt 
do I know any other Way, by which an Officer can be broke 


or removed in that Country. In Sæweden, as ſoon as the 


recovered their Liberties, by the Death of their late heroick 


King, they eſtabliſhed this Rule amongft them, that no O 


ficer ſhould be removed or broke, but by a Court-Martial, or 
by the King with the Conſent of the Senate. And in B. 
land, their late King having made long and repeated Re 
monſtrances to the States of that Kingdom, to have a Bod 
of regular Troops raiſed, and kept up, the States at hi 
conſented to it: But how did they conſent ? They agred 
indeed to the raiſing of the T. aſked for, but with th 
Regulation, that all the Officers ſhould have their Comm 
fions for Life, which was a wiſe and a neceſſary Regulation; 
but whatever Deſigns or Views the Court of Poland had 
aſking for thoſe Troops; they found, that the raifing of then; 
and keeping them up ander that Regulation, would yrs 
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and of garbling the Army at Pleaſure. And we heartily wiſh, 
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be appointed by a Commiſſion under his Majeſty's Sign Ma- 


; ( 201 }) 

anſwer the Ends they thereby had propoſed to themſelves, Anno 4. Oe. II. 
that they never put the Ordinance, which they had ſo ftrong- 2733-4 
ly ſolicited, in Execution, nor was there a Man raiſed upon — 
that Foot. In ſhort, my Lords; the Regulation intended b 
this Bill, is a Regulation that has been thought neceſſary in 
all free Countries; in this, I think, it is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for the Preſervation. of our Conſtitution ; I can ſee no 
reaſonabſe Objection that can be made to it, and therefore 
J ſhall ſtill be for a ſecond Reading. 5 prom: 

The Lord Willoughby de Brote, and the Earl of Abingden Li, Willoughby 
ſpoke in Favour of the Bill, and then the Queſtion being x, of Abingdons 
put, it was carried in the Negative. ek Be. 1 


Proxies 13.5 Proxies es 8 5 
Diſentient 3 | 


. Becauſe the Exigence of Affairs in Times paſt, or Com - Proteſt on the 
plaiſance of former Parliaments, have, for ſeveral Years, oc- „ 
caſoned the Keeping up a conſiderable Body of Land- forces Reading. 
in this Kingdom; and, as various Events may happen, to 
oblige future Parliaments to purſue the ſame Meaſures, which 
Nothing but the utmoſt Neceſſity can juſtify, | they being re- 
pugnant to the Nature of our Conſtitution, and dangerous to 
the Liberties of a free People; and, as the whole Diſpoſi - 
tion of the ſaid Forces is abſolutely in the Crown, we can · 
not but think it highly reaſonable, that when ſo great an In- 
creaſe of Power and Influence, which was formerly occaſio- 
nal and rare, comes to be annually veſted, and conſtantly ex- 
erciſed by the Crown, that ſome ſuch Limitations, as are 
propoſed by this Bill, are not only proper, but neceſſary. 

And we are confirmed in that Opinion, by the Doctrine fo 
often and ſo ſtrongly laid down in this Houle, that the great- 
eſt Danger to this Nation, from a ſtanding military Force, 
muſt ariſe from the Abuſe of the Power, which now ſubſiſts, 
of caſhiering Officers, without any Crime prov'd or alledg'd, 


= Nothing had ſince happened to put us in mind of that 
ine. 0 37 5 
II. Becauſe the employing or removing of all gol Oh 3 
ficers would have — lelt in the 8 this Bill had paſ- 
{ed into a Law ; for the enacting Clauſes were only to this 
Purpoſe, That no Colonel, or other Officer of inferior De- 
gree, having his Commiſſion from the Crown, ſhall be caſh- 
ier d or remov'd (other than to a higher Poſt) or diſcharged ' 
from his Commiſſion, or be deprived of the Pay belonging to 
the ſame, in any other Manner than by a Court-Martial, to 
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1 „ bi 
Anno 7. Geo. II. nual to any Officer, not under the Degree of a Field-Oftics- 
1733-4 At the ſame Time there is a Proviſion in the Bill, chat No. 
thing ſhall extend to prevent his Majeſty, or his. Succeſſor, 
from diſbanding, breaking, or reducing all, or any df the 
eue, Troops, or Companies now in Being, or which 
I, or may be rais'd hereafter. And it is further 6 
That his Majeſty and his Sueceſſors may remove any Officer, 
an Addreſs of either Houſe of Parliament. We or- 
ceive therefore, that, as theſe Poſts would {till have emu 
upon all Vacancies, in the ſole Diſpoſal of his Majeſty, and 
that the Perſons now poſſeſſing them are liable to be remored 
for any Breach, or e er of Duty, by a Court · Martial or 
by Addreſs of either Houſe of Parliament, the ative 
of the Crown would be no other Ways abridg'd or alter'd, 
than it has been on many other Occaſions, particularly in tht 
Inſtance, of making the Judges to hold their Places, Quan. 
diu ſe bene geſſerint, which were formerly during Pleaſure 


only : Which Altgration has been always approved, and ye 
hope will, in no Time to come, ever be attempted to be . 
pealed. | | got ee 


III. Becauſe the Practice of all the Nations in Ezrope, even 
where the Government is moſt arbitrary, juſtifies the Tnter- 
tion of this Bill; for no Inſtance can be produced in ay 
other Kingdom or State (as we believe) where Officers ar 
caſhier'd or deprived of their Commiſſions, otherwiſe than by 

the Judgment of a Court-martial ; how much ſtronger Re 
ſons then have we of this Nation to eſtabliſh fuch'a Rule, 
ſince our Officers are many of them in a Capacity of having 
a Share in the Legiſlature, where it is abſolutely neteſſi for 
the, Preſervation of the Conſtitution, that every Member 
ſhould be free and independent; and more particularly at thi 
Time, when we find the Number of Officers having Seats it 
Parliament far greater than ever it was, in Time of Wi, 
when above three Times the Number of the preſent Trop 
were kept on Foot? vet cg is 
IV. Although it was objected in the Debate, That, n 
Time of 57 7 upon Suſpicion of traiterous Practices, it 
might be neceſſary to remove an Officer from his Poſt, though 
the Informations might not be ready to be produced, or E 
P per to be laid before a Court-martial ; and yet by fuch Of 
cer's continuing in his Poſt, great Miſchiefs might acer 
to his Majeſty and the Publick ; we apprehend, that Oby- 
ction received a full Anſwer, That, in ſuch a Cafe, 'an Of 
ficer might be immediately put under Arreſt, or ſent to ſon 
other Poft, where he could not be ſo dangerous: And we cu. 
eeive, ſuch a Method of Proceeding will always be thouglt 
moſt proper, where the Crime is only ſuſpected, but not c 
pable of legal Proof; for it mult be allowed, as unjuſt to . 


(old | 
demn a Man upon Suſpicion only, as it would be unreafona- Anno 7. Geo. II. 
ble to let a Man continue in Power, who is juſtly under Suſ- 1733-4. 
picion. That Part of the Prerogative, which will always be == 
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eſteemed the brighteſt Jewel of the Crown, the Power of 
conferring Grace and Fayour, would have remained entire, 
had this Bill paſſed into a Law; and only the diſagreeable Part 
of inflicting Puniſhments, was deſigned to be limited, or ra- 
ther ſecured by this Bill, from being turned to any ill Uſe, by 
the private Whiſpers of ſome malicious or vinditive Mini- 
er, who may, at any Time hereafter, get Poſſeſſion of 
the Royal Ear. | n e e 

V. Becauſe the Time for the new Elections drawing near, 
we look upon this as the moſt favourable Opportunity of paſ- 
ſing ſo neceſſary a Bill, ſince hereafter the very great Increaſe, 
which may probably happen, of the Number of Officers in 
Parliament, may render the future Paſſing of ſuch Bill total- 
ly impracticable: For while the Officers of the Army remain 
in their preſent precarious Situation, they may be intimidat- 
ed by the Threats of an unforgiving Miniſter, from voting 
even for a Bill of this Nature, and chuſe to purchaſe preſent 
Security at the Price of their own Intereſt, and their future 
Independence in Parliament, in which the Liberty of their 
Country is ſo much concerned. 1 | 

VI. Becauſe we conceive the ſmall Degree of Indepen- 
dence propoſed to be given to the Officers of the Army by 
this Bill, to be neceſſary to prevent their being expoſed to 
Temptations, in which (though we are ready to do Juſtice 
to the Sentiments of Honour and Virtue in thoſe Gentlemen) 
we ſhould rather lament than wonder, to find a diſcouraged 
and indigent Virtue yield to a criminal but proſperous Com- 
pliance; eſpecially ſhould we have the Misfortune, tp ſee an 
imperious, all-graſping, Power-engrofling Miniſter, who may 
make their political Submiſſion to his oppreſſive and deſtru- 
dive Schemes, the only Teſt of their Merit, and the only 
Tenure of their Commiſſions. 16 } 


Winchelſca and Nottingham, Scarſdale, Warrington, Suf- 
folk, Marlbrough, Marchmont, Weymouth, Tweedalc, 
Cheſterfield, Carteret, Oxford and Mortimer, Willoughby 
de Broke, Clinton, Berkſhire, Maſham, Denbigh, Litch- 
feld, Craven, Montroſe, Ker, Gower, Bruce, Strafford, 
Bathurſt, Bedford, Bolton, Cobham, Tadcaſter, Bridg- 
water, Cardigan, Griffin, Foley, Boyle. ; 


The Motion for the ſecond Reading of the ſaid Bill being 
thus carried in the Negative, the Earl of Scarborough ſtood 
up and faid, _ | 45 ä 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. My Lords, * ö 7 e eee ee 
134. Before this Queſtion was put I had not an O 
E. of Scarbo. to give my Sentiments upon it, tho I had fully conſidered 
rough's Motion it; and I had the more fully conſidered it, becauſe ] 
for rejecting the thought, that both my Honour, and the Happineſs of my 
ſaid Bill, Country were deeply concerned in the Queſtion + However! 
| ſhall now take an Opportunity to declare, that I never gam 
my Negative to any Queſtion in this Houſe more heartily, 
or with greater Conviction, than I did to the ſecond Readity 
of this Bill; which really, in my Opinion, is one of the 
molt extraordinary Bills that ever was brought before this 
Houſe, and therefore I muſt think, that it deſerves ſomething 
more, than the putting of a bare Negative upon its being 
read a ſecond Time. : ES $726 
© It has often been endeavoured, by many Lords in this 
Houſe, to ſet a regular ftanding Army in the moſt terrible 
Light; and great Art has formerly been uſed to ſhew the 
dangerous Confequences of ſuch an Army; but all the De 
bates that have ay © wp in this Houſe upon that Head, there 
never were any ſuch fatal Conſequences pretended, as] 
ſhould have dreaded from a ſtanding Army under the Regi 
lations preſcribed in this Bill, had it paſſed into à Lay, 
While our Army continues in the State it is in at preſent 
while it depends upon the Parliament for its very Exiſtence, 
and while the Officers depend upon the King for the continy 
ing of them in their reſpective Commands, I {ſhall never 
have any Fears about the Conſequences which may fron 
thence enſue ; but if this Bill had paſſed into a Law, ou 
Army had been made independent both of King and Par 
liament. The Officers would then have depended” upo 
no Power but their own; they would ſoon have begun ts | 
think, that they had a legal Right to their Commilſions 
and conſequently to their Pay; and if both King and Par 
liament had join'd in Opinion for reducing any Number of 
them, they would have looked on it as an Injury done then, 
and would have been apt to have joined all together to pre. 
vent the Effect of any ſuch Reſolution ; and if they had, [ 
would be glad to know, how the Reſolutions of King and 
Parliament could have been made effeQual aaa Mini 
whereas, while they remain in the dependent State they ar 
in at preſent, they know they have no longer any Right, e- 
ther to their Commiſſions or their Pay, than it ſhall plea 
his Majeſty to continue them in their Command, and ther 
fore they readily ſubmit, whenever his Majeſty finds it pm 
per to reduce any Number of them. e 
* This, my Lords, would have been the Conſequence u 
to the Publick ; but then as to private Perſons the moſt ter 


rible Oppreſſions might have enſued, from making the Ol 
cen 


cers ſubje&t to no Power but their own. The Officers of Anno 7. Geo. It, 


ly the Army, like all other Sets of Men, are apt to favour 2733-4 _ 
ed ane another; they are likewiſe apt to favour the common | | 
[ coldiers, as being of the ſame Body with themſelves: We 

ny all know, how many little Ags of reſſion be com- 

1 mitted by the Officers and Soldiers in their reſpective Quar- 

e ters, and otherwiſe, which cannot come under the i. 

5 zance of the common Law. If in ſuch Caſes the Officer 


ſhould be guilty of Oppreſſions, or ſhould connive at the Ir- 
regularities committed by the Soldiers under his Command, 
we may eaſily judge what would be the Conſequence, if the 
Offender could not be any Way puniſhed, but by a Tryal 
and Sentence of his' Brother Officers 'in a Court-Martial, 
who might probably be all guilty of the ſame Crimes and 
Iregularities : And if, in ſuch Caſes, the Officers had no- 
thing to fear, either from King or Parliament, we may moiſt 
certainly conclude, that our regular Army would ſoon be- 
come intolerably irregular, and would became a moſt inſup- 
portable Grievance to the People in all Parts of 'the Coun- 
try through which they ſhould happen to march, or where 
they ſhould happen to be poſted. NS CIs 
This, I find, my Lords, was an Inconvenience, which 
the Projectors of this Bill were aware of; and therefore 
they have pretended to contrive a Remedy for this Evil, by 
leaving Officers liable to be broke, or removed by his Ma- 
jelty, upon an Addreſs from either Houſe of Parliament; but I 
am afraid, that this Remedy would have been ſoon found to be 
altogether ineffectual. The principal Reaſon aſſigned, for bring- 
ing in this Bill, was, becauſe the Officers of the Army are now 
become numerous in both Houſes of Parliameet, and may 
ſoon become more numerous; ſo as at laſt to be able to bear 
too great a Sway in both Houſes. If this be the Caſe, as 
they are ſituated at preſent, would not we have much more 
to fear from their Numbers and Sway in Parliament, if they 
had a fort of Freehold in their Commiſſions; which they 
would have had, if this Bill had paſſed into a La? Would 
not the holding of their Commiſſions for Life have made 
very one of them more conſiderable in the Country, than 
hey can poſſibly be, in the precarious Condition they are in 
at preſent? And if you had added to their Weight and In- 
ereſt in the Country, would not you of courſe have en- 
reaſed their Numbers, and their Sway in both Houſes of 
anament? This, my Lords, I look upon as a molt cer- 
an Conſequence ; and are we not reaſonably to ſuppoſe, lf 
hat all the Officers, in both Houſes of Parliament, would | | 
ave joined, not only in voting, but in making all the In- 
erelt they could againſt any Motion for ſuch an Addreſs ? 
his would certainly have been the Caſe, and if this _ | 
| ha | 
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of Parliament, that it would have been impoſlible.to- hay 


ſend him to us; we'll try him, and break him by the Se 


jured Man would have met with mach Redreſs from thit 


8 
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Army would ſoon have got ſuch an Intereſt in bath Houg 


procured an Addreſs from either Houſe, for the Reman o 
any one of them. The Officers who had Seats in Pali 

would, upon any ſuch Motion, naturally have. told. you 
why this extraordinary Remedy? If the Man is-guily, 


tence of a Court-martial ; and if he be not guilty, he ont 
not to be broke, he ought not to be oppreſſed, hy a Ven 
of either Houſe of Parliament. q RE... 
At preſent, my Lords, if any of the Officers. of th 
Army commit any Act of Oppreſſion, or allow the $oldien 
under their Command to commit any Irregalarities apm 
the poor People among whom they are quarter d —— 
neſt Countryman has a ready Redreſs ; he repreſents li 
Caſe to his Landlord, and his Landlord, either by himſelf, 
or by ſome Genyleman of his Acquaintance, gets the por 
Man's Caſe laid — the Secretary at War, who 
it to the King; and if an Officer ſhould be often found 
guilty of ſuch little Treſpaſſes, to be ſure his Majelty woul 
caſhier him, which certainly is a Check upon the Behavior 
of thoſe Officers, whoſe Inclinations may, perhaps, be ver 
ſtrong towards Acts of Oppreſſion: But if this Bill but 
paſſed, where ſhould the poor Man have gone to camplan 
If he had got his Caſe repreſented to the Secretary at Wa, 
and, by that Means, to the King, what could his Majch 1 
have done? He would have had no Power to redlfy the 10 
Abuſe, or to puniſh the Offender: And if the Officer lad * 
been brought before a Court- martial, they could not han 
enquired into the general Courſe of his Behaviour: thy 9 
could have enquired only into that particular Fact, v th 
they would not, probably, have found to be of Welt 
enough to have broke a Brother- Officer; and even a to d pr 
particular Fact, it might have happened, that the Court to 
martial was compoſed of Officers who were moſt of the th 
guilty of, and liable to be proſecuted for the ſame. forts 
Crime; I believe it will not be ſuppoſed, that the por i 
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Court-martial ; who would have been loath. to have 
couraged ſuch Complaints, by giving a proper Rein 
the Perſon complaining. This might have been the Gt 
as to Courts-martial, and how difficult it would hae bal 
for a poor Countryman, perhaps, in ſome remote Pan i 
the Iſland, or, indeed, for any Man, to have obtainel I 
dreſs, by a Complaint in Parliament, I have already ſhem 
Whether this Difficulty of obtaining Redreſs againt® 
oppreſſive and unruly Officer would not have encourg 
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t Licentiouſneſs in the Army, I leave to every one of Anno y. Geo. Ii 
your Lordſhips to judge. Even with all the Power which 1733-4 
the Crown now has over the Officers and the Soldiers, it is | 
a difficult Matter to prevent their being ſometimes a little 
troubleſome in their Quarters, or to keep up that regular 
ind exact Diſcipline which ought to be preſerved in an 
Army ; but if this Bill had paſſed into a Law, it would 
have been impoſſible to have prevented the one, or to have 
enforced the other: Nay, I do not ſee, my Lords, how ie 
would have been poſſible for the Colonel of a Regiment 
to haye commanded that Submiſſion and Reſpect whieh is 
due to him by the Officers of his own Regiment: All in- 
ferior Officers would have become ſo independent of their 
Superiors in Command, that it would have been impoſſible 
to keep them to a ſtrick Obſervance of their Duty: Every 
little Fault, every little Neglect of Duty, could not have 
been brought before a Court-martial, and if it had, the 
Officers would have been loath to have broke a Brother- 
Officer for one little Failing, of which they, or moſt of 
them, perhaps, had been guilty. Whereas, while the 
Power of Removing remains in the Crown, the whole 
Tenor of an Officer's Behaviour may be confidered ; and if, 
upon the Whole, it appears to be bad, and without any 
Hopes of Amendment, his Majeſty may, and certainly 
would, remove him from his Poſt in the Arm. 

In ſhort, my Lords, the evil Conſequences of this Bi 
are ſo numerous, that I hope your Lordſhips will endeavour 
to prevent any ſuch Bill's being brought in for the future, 
and therefore I ſhall move, that it may be rejected. 

The Queſtion _ immediately put upon the Earl of 
Sarborough's Motion for rejetting the ſaid Bill, it paſs'd nn pO 
the Affirmative without a Diviſion. a | 

Then Lord Carteret mov'd, That an humble Addreſs be, , Carteret's 
preſented to the King, that he would be ouſly pleaſed xotion to ad- 
to acquaint the Hou who adviſed his Maj to remove dreſs the King to 
K _ of Bolton and the Lord Viſcount Cobham from _ 1 ou 
their reſpective Regiments, and what Crimes were laid to p 
their Charge.” Hereupon the Earl of Lay ſtood up and ſaid; of Bolten, and 
My Lords, ee oY Ia Cobham from 

The Motion which the noble Lord has been pleaſed their Regiments. 
to make, is, I think, a very new, and a very extraordi- E. of Ilay. 
tary Motion, and it is the more extraordinary, in that his | 
Lordſhip has been pleaſed to make it juft after he has ſeen 
the Bill offered by ſome” of his Friends rejected by this 
Houſe ; for to me it appears plain, that ſince the Lords 
who offered that Bill find, that this Houſe will not agree 
to the Bill they were pleaſed. to offer, they are reſolved 
upon endeayouring to obtain by a Motion, the very ſame 

- Thing, 


oF | ( 208 }) 
* ern Thin, which they had endeavoured to obtain. by thei 
, 7334. 
——— «© The Defign of che Bill "was, 20/.take any Gn 
Crown the Power of removing the Officers, of the Army, 
and to enaR, that for the future no Officer ſhould — 
moved but by a Court - martial, or by an Addreſs. fron 
either Houſe of Parliament. This the Houſe has, I chin 
for very good Reaſons refuſed to agree to; and therefore 
now they propoſe to us to demand from his Majeſty the 
Reaſon why he has removed two. Officers from their Com- 
mands in the Army. Surely every one of your Lordſhip 
muſt ſee, that ſuch an Addreſs would have the very 25 
Effect; for if ſuch a Precedent ſhould once be made, i 
would ſoon become an uſual Cuſtom : If ever his Majely, 
or any of his Succeſſors, ſhould at any Time hereafter think 
proper to remove any Officer from his Command in the 
Army, there would immediately. be an Addreſs from one, 
perhaps from bqth Houſes of — demanding hu 
Majeſty's Reaſons for the Removal of that Officer; "lh 
Caſe the Reaſons given ſhould appear to Parliament not n 
be ſufficient, we need not doubt but that the. firſt Addre 
would be followed by a ſecond, for replacing that Officer 
which the King would be obliged to comply with, or fil 
out with his Parliament; ſo that neither his Majeſty, nor: 
ny of his Succeſſors, would ever venture to remove an 0- 
ficer from his Command in the Army, but by the Sentence 
of a Court - Martial, or in Purſuance of an Addreſs a 
ouſly obtain'd from Parliament for that Purpoſe. 
Thus, my Lords, it is plain, that the Addreſs 1 non 10K 
ed for, would make ſuch a Precedent, as would have tle 
ſame Effect with the Bill which your Lordſhips have juſt no 
been pleaſed to reject. Nay, it is certain, that the F. 
dent would have a more extenſive Effect, and worſe Cu 
quences, than the Bill could have had; becauſę the Bill vu 
conſined, it went no higher than Colonels of Regiment, 
but the Precedent introduced by the Addreſs now moved fa 
would be unconfined, it would extend to Generals, it woull 
even extend to the General in Chief; and therefore it mul 
be agreed, that all thoſe Arguments which, moſt julth 
weighed ſo much with your Lordſhips as to make; you rej 
the Bill, muſt militate more ſtrongly againſt the Addie 
now propoſed. Thoſe Arguments have been already ſo cles 
ly and ſo fully ſtated, that, I am ſure, I neither need to 
peat, nor can I add to them, but ſhall only ſay,” that u 
was againſt the Bill, ſo I ſhall likewiſe be againſt the A6 
dreſs; and I cannot but believe that every Lord in tai 
Houſe who joined with me in ty upon the forme 
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1 ( 209 ) 
Queſtion, will do me the Honour to join with 
in this.” ood 
Lord Bathurſt ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, ; SH 12 

« As to the particular Caſe now before us, 
thing new, it is not at all to be wonder'd at; be 
lately that we have had any ſuch Thing as a 8 
and, even ſince we had a Standing Army, it 
very ſeldom that any Gentleman has been | 
his Command in the Army, without ſo much as a Pretence' 
for ſo doing, which is the Caſe now before us ; there was 
not, [ believe, ſo much as a Pretence for the Removals 
which have given Occaſion for this Motion; there was, at 
leaſt, no juſt Pretence that the Publick ever yet heard of. 
But as to the Caſe in general, my Lords, it is neither new 
nor extraordinary ; for it is well known, that this Houſe has 
often addrefſed the King to know who were his Adviſers to 
ſome particular Step that had been taken: This is what ap- 
pears often upon the Journals of your Lordſhips Houſe, and 
it is one of the chief Ends of our ſitting here: We are his 
Majeſty's Great Council, and if his Majeſty, or any of his 
Succeſſors, ſhould ever by wicked Counſellors be prevail'd 
on to do, what 1s publickly and generally complain'd of, we 
are obliged, both in Honour and Duty, to inquire into the 
Affair, and to addreſs his Majeſty to lay before us the Rea- 
ſons for his ſo doing, and to inform us who it was that ad- 
viſed him to take ſuch Meaſures ; that ſo the Meaſures, if 
right, may be juſtified, and, if wrong, that the Indignation 
of the People may be remov'd from the Throne, that their 
Reſentment may fall as it ought, upon thoſe that adviſed ſuch 
Meaſures, and that the evil Counſellors may meet with that 
Puniſhment they deſerve. This, my Lords, is really the 
Caſe now before us; a Meaſure has been taken which has 
raiſed a general Clamour, and we are the more concerned in 
it, becauſe the two Officers who have been removed are both 
Members of this Houſe. I make no doubt but that very 
ſufficient Reaſons have been ſhewn to his Majeſty for remov- 
Ing them, but I have ſo good an Opinion of the two noble: 
Lords, that I am convinced, the Reaſons: which have been 
mewn to his Majeſty for their Removal, are falſe, and were 
rounded only upon Miſrepreſentations. | 25 

* 'Tis true, my Lords, I was one of thoſe Lords who 
died for this Bill, which your Lordſhips have been pleaſed 
o reject. I muſt ſay, that I have as yet heard nothing that 
an make me alter my Opinion, and ſince it has been aid, 
bat the ſame Arguments which prevailed with your Lord- 
ps to reject that Bill, muſt now prevail with you to reject 
lis Motion: I ſhall beg Leave to take ſome Notice of thoſe 
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1 ( 210 ) 3 
Anno 7. Geo. II. Arguments. I was indeed a little ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, 


that, by the Bill, the Officers of the Army were to acquize 
a Sort of Freehold in their Commiſſions. I believe you 
Lordſhips would not agree to take any particular Man + 
Freehold from him, even by an AR of Parliament, without 


giving him an Equivalent; but notwithſtanding any Provif. 
on in the Bill, an Officer was to remain liable to have his 
Commiſſion taken from him by an Addreſs only, without 3. 
ny Cauſe aſſign'd, or Equivalent given; nay, by breaking 
or reducing the Regiment, all the Officers of the Regiment 
might have been turned out of their Commands by his Mz. 
jeſty's ſingle Authority; which ſhews, that tho? the Bill had 
paſſed, it would have given them no Manner of Freehold 
in their Commiſſions : It would, in Reality, have given the 


Officers no further Right to their Commiſſions than they 


have at preſent ; for it is certain, that every Officer has no 
a Right to his Commiſſion as long as he behaves well, and the 
Corps to which he belongs is kept entire: No Officer ought, 
or can, juſtly, be turned out of his Bread, as long as he behave 
well; and all that was propoſed to be done by the Bill, was, to 
ſubje& the Behaviour of an Officer to the Judgment ofa Court 
Martial, or a Houſe of Parliament, inſtead of leaving it 
ſubject to the Judgment of Miniſters of State or Court Fs. 
vourites : The Officers therefore, if the Bill had paſſed into 
a Law, could not have imagin'd, that they had any better 
Right to their Commiſſions or their Pay than they now have; 
__ conſequently, there could never have been any more 
Danger or Difficulty in reducing the Whole, ar any Par 
of the Army, than there is at preſent. | 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſing that the Officers of the Ar- 
my were to be rendred, as to the holding of their Commil- 
ſions, entirely independent both of King and Parliament, 
ſurely, if any Danger were to be apprehended from them 
in ſuch a State, in Caſe they ſhould unite againſt King and 
Parliament, under a General of their own chaſing, the Fu- 


liament, and conſequently the People, have much more to 


fear from them in their preſent State, in Caſe ſome future 
King ſhould think proper to make uſe of them for the De 
ſtruction of Parliaments, and for overturning the Liberties 
and Privileges of the People: For certainly it would be 
much more eaſy for the Army to unite together under the 
King, who is their Chief General by Law, than under ay 
one of their own chuſing, which very Choice would bes 
flying in the Face of the Law ; and this Union would cer. 


tainly be the more eaſily effected by the King's having tht 


Power he has at preſent of turning out and putting 
whomſoever he pleaſes. The noble Lords who oppoſe ths 


Motion, may talk of the Dependence of the Army ” 
| | | Pa 
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Parliament : but if the Caſe be examined ſtrictly, it will ap- Anno 7, Geo, IIs 


pear, that the Army has really no Dependence upon Parli- 


ament: The King, indeed, depends upon Parliament for a * 


legal Power to keep a Standing Army in Time of Peace, 
and for enabling him to pay them and diſcipline them ac- 
cording to Law 3 but if, in any future Time, the Parliament 
ſhould think it neceſſary to reduce a Part of the Army, and 
of Conſequence make no Proviſion for. their Pay, the Re- 
folution of Parliament could not break any one Regiment, 
or any Part of any one Regiment in the Kingdom ; the 
Officers might all legally continue in their reſpective Com- 
mands, and if the King then upon the Throne ſhould not 
think fit to break any of them, they might, indeed, then 
very probably think that they had a good Right to their 


Pay as long as they continued in Commiſſion ; and if they 


could not get it by Law, they might probably join with the 
King in raiſing it contrary to Law, eſpecially if he, fore- 
ſceing what would happen, had taken Care to model them 


for that Purpoſe, which any King might ſoon do, while the 


Army continues upon the ſame Footing it is on at preſent. 
And for this Reaſon, my Lords, I muſt be of Opinion, that 
all thoſe Arguments which have been uſed for ſhewing us 
the Danger of making an Army independent, are ſo many 
Arguments for ſhewing the Danger of our Army's being en- 
ü dependent upon one Branch only of our Legiſlature, 
and conſequently are good Arguments for tne Bill, which. 
was deſigned to make the Army not entirely dependent u- 
pon any one, but upon all the three Branches of our Legiſla- 
ture. 

* As to the Submiſſion and Obedience of inferior Officers 
to their Superiors, it is, my Lords, ſo ſtrongly inforced b 
the Martial Law, and it is ſo much the Intereſt of every O 
ficer to ſee it punctually obſerved, that no Court-martial 
couid, or would incline, either to avoid or defer giving Sen- 
tence, whenever any the leaſt Crime of that Nature ſhould 
appear. And as to all Sorts of Neglect of Duty, we know 
that it is generally the other Officers of the Corps that ſuffer 


moſt by ſuch Neglect, and therefore we may depend on it, 
that they would always take Care to ſee the Laws of War 
duly put in Execution againſt all, ſuch negligent Perſons ; 
and in this we may believe they would be the more exact, the 


leis dependent they were upon Miniſters of State, or Court- 
Favourites ; for it is well known in the Army, that thoſe who 
are moſt frequently guilty of ſuch Crimes, and meet with 
moſt Indulgence, are thoſe who are the Relations or the Fa- 
vourites of Miniſters of State, or ſuch other Perſons who are 
ſuppoſed to have great Intereſt at Court; and therefore I 
think I have good Reaſon to preſume, that if this Bill had 

1733-4 "CL paſſed 
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Anno 7. Geo, II. paſſed into a Law, it would have greatly conduced to the Ob- 
1733-4 ſervance of the moſt exact Military Diſcipline among all De- 
| grees of Men in the Army. 1 
I I am urpriſed, my Lords, to hear it pretended, that the 
making of the Officers of the Army in ſome ſmall Meaſure 
only independent of a Secretary at War, or other Miniſter of 
State, would tend towards the making Courts-martial connive 
at the Oppreſſions or Abuſes that might be committed, either 
by Officers or Soldiers, in the Places where they were quar- 
tered, or in the Places through Which they happened 0 
march; I am ſure there is no Ground that I know of for ſuch 
a Pretence ; and as I never yet heard that any Officer was { 
much as ſuſpended by the Secretary at War for ſuch Practices, 
I muſt think, that it is the Fear of Puniſhment from a Cour: 
martial, that has hitherto kept both Officers and Soldiers 
pretty much within Boands, in that Reſpect. It is certain, 
that there is not the leaſt Crime of this Nature, but what 
may be brought before a Court-martial, and may be, puniſhed 
by them: In ſuch Caſes, a Court-martial, as well as the de. 
cretary at War, may conſider the general Character of the 
Offender, and may proportion. the Puniſhment according to 
it; and I do not doubt, but that they would break an Officer 
in the Army, if, upon Enquiry, it ſhould be found, that he 
had often been guilty of GC the poor Country People 
upon whom he was quartered, or had been guilty of but one 
very heinous Crime of that Nature. But if any poor Coun- t 
try Inn-keeper or Victualler ſhould be refuſed a proper he. 
dreſs, by Means of a Tryal before a Court- martial, could 0! 
not he eaſily have Acceſs to ſome of the Lords of this Houſe, 0 
or to ſome of the Members of the other, who would repreſent e. 
his Caſe to Parliament, where he certainly would meet with l 
a proper Redreſs, not only againſt the firſt Offender, but even a 
againſt the Officers of the Court-martial, who had refuſed tl 
him Juſtice, in the ordinary Way? Whereas if any Lord of B 
this Houſe, or any Member of the other, ſhould now make 
any ſuch Complaint, he would, probably, be told, that his a 
Complaint was irregular ; it ought firſt to have been made i a 
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the Secretary at War. 5 M 
But, my Lords, we have been told, that, if every Of D 
ficer of the Army was to have his Commiſſion Quamdin f th 
bene gelſerit, their Intereſt in the Country, and their Num- to 
bers in Parliament, would be greater than it is at preſent, and ne 
conſequently that they would have ſo much Influence in Par- on 
liament as to prevent the obtaining of an Addreſs from either Or 
Houſe, againſt any of the Officers of the Army. My Lord, lt 
That their natural Intereſt in the Count:y would be greater, Di 
and delervedly greater, I do not doubt, but that their Num- 1 


bers, or their Influenc2 in Parliament, would be go”: 5 


„„ | 
[rery much queſtion ; for if they were to expect no private Anno 7. Oeo. II. 
Advantages by their being in Parliament, they would not, I 1733-4. 
| believe, be ſo. very fond of being Members of either Houſe ; * 
and if they had no Dependence upon the Court, with reſpect 
to Elections, they would be upon the ſame Footing with other 
Gentlemen; whereas, while they have an entire Dependence 
upon the Court, it is to be feared, that, in every Place where 
an Officet ſets up as a Candidate againſt a Country- Gentleman, 
the Officer will be ſapported by the Court, and the additional 
Intereſt an Officer muſt have by his being ſupported by the 
Court, will generally be greater than any additional Intereſt 
he could acquire by his having his Commiſſion Quamdiu /2 
b-ne gelſerit: And thus I think it muſt appear evident, that 
if the Bill had paſſed into a Law, the Number of Officers in | 
Parliament would not have been ſo great, as it may probably 
be if they continue upon the Footing they are on at preſent. 
Now as to their Influence in Parliament, is it to be ſup- 
poſed, that any Set of Men can ever unite ſo generally, or 
ſo firmly, in any Caſe, eſpecially ſuch a diſhonourable Caſe 
25 that of ſcreening a guilty Perſon ? Is it, I fay, to be ſup- 
poſed, that they will unite ſo firmly when there is no Band 
of Union among them, but that of their being of the ſame 
Profeſſion, as they may be ſuppoſed to do, when there is not 
only that Band of Union among them, but this farther Band, 
of every Man's Commiſſion depending upon his uniting with 
the reſt under a miniſterial Leader ? This 1s the Influence, 
my Lords, that we are to be afraid of: It is not the Influence 
of the Officers only, even ſuppoſing them to join together; 
out it is when their Influence in Parliament is not only direct - 
ed by the Crown, but added to all the other Influences, which 
the Crown may have, and muſt at all Times have, in/Parli- 
ament. It is by this Union of Influences that our Conſtitu- 
tion may be overturned ; and this is the Danger which by the 
Bull was propoſed, in Part at leaſt, to be obviated. 
* It is well known, that a Dependence upon the Crown is 
a Dependence upon the Miniſtry, and if ever ſuch a Depen- 
cence ſhould come to be abſolute, it is to be feared, that the 
Military Sword may @pme to move always according to the 
Directions of the Miniſterial Sword that hangs over it; and 
that the Votes of thoſe Officers, who may hereafter happen 
to be Members of either Houſe of Parliament, may be ge- 
nerally directed by the Miniſter, upon whom their Commiſſi- 
ons depend. It is to be feared, my Lords, that Preferment 
or Diſgrace in the Army may come to depend, not upon Mi- 
litary Virtues, or Military Crimes, bat upon Obedience or 
Diſobedience to the moſt unjuſt Commands of « Prime Mini- 
ter: This is what, I think, ought to be prevented, if poſ- 
ole, I will admit, nay, I defire, that the Paths of Prefer- 
| ment 


17334. rough and ru I but, for God's Sake, my Lords, do nat 
| 2 let us allow them to be dirty. EE es | 
ae There is, my Lords, a very great Difference betwer 
3 ; the Motion now before us, and the Bill which your Lordſtin 
| ; have been pleaſed to reject: By the Addreſs moved for, f 
cannot ſo much as be pretended, that there is an Attack made 
upon the Prerogative of the Crown, or that the Power of th 
King over the Army is to be any Way touched; nor can i 
juſtly be ſaid, that this would lay a Precedent for 
the King upon every Occaſion, when his Majeſty or any of hy 
Succeſſors, ſhould think proper to remove an Officer. Ther 
can never be a Precedent pretended from the Addreſs noy 
ropoſed, but when ſuch Remoyes may occaſion a genen 
Diſconcent and Murmurirg in the Nation; and in ſuch Caf 
J hope, your Lordſhips will all grant, that ſuch a Preceden 
would be of great Uſe; and that it is the Duty of thi 
| Houſe to addreſs upon all ſuch Occaſions; for in ſuch Caf 
it will always be of great Service to the King, becauſe it ul 
| afford him an Opportunity of ſatisfying the Publick, thi 
| 5 what he did was right, or of doing Juſtice to thoſe who ha 
| ſuffered by Calumnies and Miſrepreſentations ; and therefor 
I make no doubt, but that many of thoſe Lords who you 
againſt the Bill, will join with me in voting for this Addreſs 
$63: The Earl of Cho[mondeley ſpoke as follows: 
' i My Lords, | 44 
| Earl of Chol- * I cannot believe that the Complaints againſt the rem 
| - mondeley. ing of the two noble Lords mentioned in the Motion non 
1:18 before you, are ſo great, or ſo general, as ſome Lords hat 
| | been pleaſed to repreſent ; for in all the Companies thatl 
have ever been in ſince thoſe two noble Lords were remore, 
I have not heard ſo much as one Complaint againſt it; a 
as the Generality of thoſe Complaints is the principal Reals 
given for agreeing to the Addreſs propoſed, I muſt therein 
be of ke Oe there is no Occaſion for any ſuch Addrek! 


= | V | 
Z 1 Au 7. Gen- II. ment may be made like the Paths of Virtue ; Let them be 


> p - 8 * : \ 
. IO > Iron CAGE? ER AE — 
—— . . =D — — — —— — — = — — — — 7 — > — TR. = _ - — —_ * — —— x — — 
— = 2 — — — — I 3 1 3 — EE — 1 —— = = = 22828 — 8 
E — 2 75 == I — — : 


- = > — = - = 
— —— —ʃ' —_— — — = 


ED ͤ —— 1d 
— . —— — — — —¾ 
— 2 — 2 — — 


— 
ä — — = 


— — 


19 The Earl of Abingdon ſtood up next, and ſpoke thus: 
6 My Lords, :  .þ 
1 Earl of Abinz. A very good, and a particular Reaſon may be gin 
! _— why the noble Lord, who ſpoke 1. V has heard no Cow 


plaint made againſt the Removal of the two noble Lonk 
mentioned in the Motion for this Addreſs. It would w, 

erhaps, be very polite, it would not even be good Manne 
in his Lordſhip's Company, to find Fault with the Remo 
of thoſe two noble Lords, or with any other Meaſure ta 
has lately been taken; but if every Lord in this Houſe, wil 
has heard a Complaint againſt the Meaſure in particu 
ſhall give his Vote for the Addreſs propoſed, it is no diffic 
Matter to determine the Fate of the Queſtion.” 
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* His Lordſhip married a Daughter of Sir Robert Walpole, 
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mW rue Duke of 4rg ie ood up, and ſaid, A0 h Ges 

* M Lords, = | 1 
1d not before give the Houſe any Trouble, or offer to — 

mY ge my Reaſons againlt the Bill, becauſe, as I thought it a D · of Argyle. 

ſtop yery new Thing, and a Very extraordinary one too, I thought 

4 that the Lords who appeared to be for it, ought to have 


given their Reaſons for being ſo, before it could be expected 


i th that any Lord ſhould give his Reaſons for being againſt it 3 
my for it is known to have been always the Cuttom of this: 
ae, that when any Thing new is propoſed or offered, the 


other Lords have to do, is, to ſhew, that thoſe Reaſons are 


Lords who are for it give their Reaſons, and all that the 


"I; ſofficient for prevailing with the Hoaſe to agree to what 
nel WY: ;ropoſed. In che preſent Caſe, I did indeed hear a very 
Ae handſome Speech made in Favour of the Bill preſented. to 
＋* us, but in all that was ſaid, I could not obſerve any real Ar- 
meat, or any Reaſon offered for inducing us to make fuch 
* in Alteration in our Conſtitution, as was propoſed to be 
+; ade by that Bill. | 


© I hope, my Lords, there are no Gentlemen in the Ar- 


ct or ſpeak contrary to their Conſcience, by the Fears of 
heir being turn'd out of their Commiſſions 3 T Hope there 
ever will be any ſuch in our Army; but if there are now, 
Ir ever ſhall be, any ſuch abandoned Men in our Army, I 
m ſure there was nothing propoſed y the Bill, that could 
ave had any Effect as to ſuch Men; for it is well known, I 
believe every one of your Lordſhips is ſenſible, that with all 


nent, the Hopes of a more lucrative Poſt or Employment, 
ill always be as prevailing an Argument, as the Fears of 
oling what they have. I am perſuaded there is not a Man 
n the Nation, who would ſacrifice his Honour and Conſci- 
ace, rather than loſe 1000 J. a-Year, which he enjoys, but 
zould do the ſame, if he expected thereby to add but one 
ingle Hundred a-Year to his former Revenue; and therefore 


ny that ever were, or ever can be prevailed on, either to 


hoſe Men, who are ready to ſacrifice their Honour and their 
onſcience to their private Intereſt, the Hopes of Prefer- 


85 n the only Caſe, in which it can be ſuppoſed that che Bill 
ok neceſſary, it is plain it could have had no Effect. 
w * I muſt indeed ſay, that if I had ſpoke againſt the Bill, 


rmerly been Removes in the Army, but it is certain like- 
ile, that many of thoſe who were removed had no Seats 
uſe of their being removed from their Commands in the 
/ Opinion, has been juſtly rejected. 


- 


ſhould have differed, as to ſome Facts, from thoſe noble 
rds who ſpoke for it. It is very true, that there have 


d Parliament, and therefore it cannot properly be ſaid, that 
ie Behaviour of Gentlemen in Parliament was ever the 


my. However, I ſhall ſay no more as to the Bill, _ 
6 a | 
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| Anno7. Geo. II. © But, my Lords, as to the Addreſs propoſed, I * 
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1733-4 think it worſe than the Bill itſelf: It is certainly as great an 


Attack upon the Prerogative of the Crown as the Bill was; 
for what ſignifies. a Prerogative, if the King is never to make 
Uſe of it, without being obliged to give an Account of 


his Reaſons for ſo doing to either Houſe of Parliament, chat 


ſhall pleaſe to call for ſuch an Account? The Addrefs, there. 
fore, is as great an Attack upon the Prerogative, and it is a 
much more direct Attack upon his preſent Majeſty's Con- 


duct. I am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear ſuch a Noiſe made 


about the Removal of two noble Lords from their Com- 
mands in the Army. It is true, there have been two Lords 
removed, but there has been but one Soldier removed ; and 
therefore, when Lords are pleaſed to talk of Soldiers having 
been turned out of their Commiſſions in the Army, they 
ougit not to talk in the Plural Number. Since then his 


Majelty has removed but one Soldier, I can ſee no Reaſon for 


pretending, in ſome Manner at leaſt, to call him to an At. 
count, by deſiring him to lay his Reaſons for ſo doing before 
either Houſe of Parliament: It is what was never offered 
to any of his Predeceſſors, even when Numbers of Officer 


: were removed at a Time. There was no ſuch Addreſs as thi 


E. of Angleſea. 


propoſed in a late Reign, when many Officers were at once 
turned out; Officers, who were ſo far from being guilty of 
any Crime, or of any Neglect of Duty, that ſome of then 
were but juſt returned * Victory. It muſt therefore be 
granted, that what is now propoſed is without Precedent in 
either Houſe of Parliament; and for that Reaſon I am + 
gainſt agreeing to the Motion. | 

Then the Earl of Angle/ea ſpoke as follows: 

My Lords, © Mo 

I voted for the Bill, which your Lordſhips have been 
pleaſed to reject ; and I voted for it, becauſe I heard, what 
I thought very ſtrong and convincing Arguments offered 
for it, and not the leaſt Shew of Argument againſt it. What 
the noble Duke was pleaſed to take Notice of, was a very 
good Argument for offering an Amendment to the Bill, but 
it was no Argument againſt the Bill itſelf, and much 
leſs againſt the ſecond Reading of it, It is certain, that 
Men are ſometimes guided by their Hopes, as well as by 
their Fears; but, ſurely, when the Hopes of Preferment, 
and the Fears of Starving, are put together in the Scales 
gainſt Virtue and Conſcience, they will jointly weigh more 
heavily, than either of them would do ſeparately. I can. 
cannot allow, that every Man, who may. be governed and 
directed in his Way of acting and ſpeaking, by the Fear of 


_ Starving, will likewiſe be directed by the Hopes of Pre- 


ferment, or the Hopes of a more lucrative Poſt or gp 
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ment ; for he muſt have a ſmall Share of Virtue, and a yery Anno 7. Geo... 


great Share of Ambition or Covetauſneſs, who is directed to 
act againſt his Conſcience, by the ſingle Hopes of Prefer. 
ment, or the Hopes of a more lucrative Poſt or Employment: 
And it muſt be granted, that there are many Men, Who 
have ſo little Ambition or Covetouſneſs that if they are but 
made ſure of a moderate Support for Life, the Hopes of 


Preferment, or the Hopes of adding to their yearly. In- 


come, will have ſo little Effect upon them, that, with e- 
ven but a ſmall Share of Virtue, | they may hold out againſt 
the moſt alluring Hopes: But it muſt be allowed, that the 
Man who ſtands his Ground againſt the Fears of being, re- 
duced to a ſtarving Condition, as well as againſt the Hopes 
of Preferment, and adding to his yearly Income, muſt have 
a very great Share of Virtue ; a greater Share I am afraid, 
than moſt Men can brag of in this degenerate Age. As 
for thoſe who are quite abandoned, and governed entirely 
by their own ſelfiſh Ends, I believe it is not poſſible to make 
them honeſt or virtuous, but ſurely there are Degrees. both 
of Vice and Virtue; all Men are not, equally vicious; and 
if we could, by the Bill's being - paſſed into a Law, but 
have preſerved the Virtue of ſome, it would certainly have 
been worth our while; we could afterwards have amended 
it, if we had found, that what was done was not ſufficient. ' 

As to the Addreſs now propos'd,I cannot ſee, my Lords, 
how it is poſſible that an humble Addreſs from either Houſe 
of Parliament can be deemed an Attack upon the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown. His Majeſty, or any of his Succeſſors, 
may make what Uſe they pleaſe of any of the Prerogatives of 


the Crown; but it is certain, that if ever any bad Uſe is made 


of thoſe Prerogatives, the Parliament has a Right ; nay, it is 


their Duty to enquire into it, and to defire his Majeſty to ac- 
quaintthem, who it was that adviſed him to take ſuch a Step. 


This has always been the Practice of Parliament, as to eve- 
ry Prerogative that was ever claim'd by the Crown: This 


is the very Caſe now before us: His Majeſty has made uſe 


of his Prerogative in removing two. noble Lords from their 
Commands in the Army: Theſe Removals have occaſion- 
ed a moſt univerſal Complaint through the whole Nation, 
becauſe it is generally believed, that there were no ſufficient 
or good Reaſons for removing them; and as it is the Duty 
of this Houſe to take Care, that his Majeſty ſhall not by 
any Step he may be adviſed to take, incur the general Cen- 
ſure of the People, thereſore this general Complaint that 
has been raiſed, is a moſt ſufficient Foundation fr the Ad- 
dreſs now propoſed : His Majeſty's Conduct is no Way con- 
cerned in the Queſtion, it is only the Conduct of thoſe who 


* adviſed him; if they adviſed him well, they will be juſti- 
1733-4. E e fied 


1733-4. 


TE | (' 218-) | 
Anhv 9, Geo. II. ſied by what is now propoſed ; if they adviſed him il, 
1733-4 they certainly deſerve at leaſt the Cenſure of this" Houſe ; 
. but to tell us that his Majeſty's Conduct is, or can be Con- 
cerned, in any ſuch Queſtion, is directly to tell is; that the 
Parliament of Great Britain ſhall never enquire into 
Thing, that their King ſhall be pleaſed, by the Advice of 
Mini ers, to do. why 255 3 N 1 75 
5 As to the Number of thoſe who have been removed, it 
is of no Signification in the preſent Queſtion ; the Cauſe of 
Removal is what your Lordſhips are to enquire into; for 
if thoſe two noble Lords were removed only as an Example 
to others, one Example may ſerve to keep Hundreds in Awe; 
and if that Example was made, only to ſerve a miniſterial 
End, it may be of the moſt fatal Conſequence: to our Con- 
ſtitution. For this Reaſon I ſhall be for the Addreſs moved 
for. The Motion may perhaps be rejected by a Majo 
of this Houſe ; but if it be rejected, the whole World 
be convinced, that thoſe two noble Lords were removed 
from their Commands in the Army, for no Cauſe, at leaf 
for no Cauſe that can well be publickly avowed. © 
The Duke of Montroſe ſpoke next, and after him Lord 
Gower, both for the Motion; after which the Queſtion was 


put, and carried in the Negative, by 77 againſt 48. 


| Di ſentient i a 
Proteſt on Lord I. Becauſe we conceive that it is the inherent Right of this 
Carteret's Moti- Houſe to addreſs the Crown, to be informed wh are the 
on paſſing in the Adviſers of any Meaſures that may be prejudicial to his Ma- 
Negative. jeſty's Government, or dangerous to the Liberties of the 
Nation. | | 4 © OY 

II. Becauſe the Removal of two Officers of ſuch Rank 
and Dignity, and of ſuch known Fidelity to his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, without any Cauſe aſſigned, or 2. 
ny known or alledged Neglect of their Duty, gave — Om 

l Subjects; * 


D. of Montroſe. 
Ld Gower, 


Alarm to many of his Majeſty's moſt faith 
therefore thought it for his Majeſty's Service, to give i 
this Occaſion to publiſh to the World the juſt Grounds of his 
Diſpleaſure, or to detect the Calumny of their Accuſers; and 
conſequently to withdraw his Confidence from ſuch pertuc- 
ous Counſellors. | e 
III. Becauſe, that as the Practice of diſplacing Officers bus 
2 more frequent in Proportion to the Increaſe of their 
umbers in both Houſes of Parliament, the World may enter. 
tain (however unjuſtly) an Opinion, that the free Uſe ofthe 
Votes has been the real Cauſe of their Diſgrace ; and the 
more ſo, ſince moſt of the Perſons, who have been'remov's, 
have happened to be Members of one or other Houſe ol 
Parliament. e 
IV. le. 


w,. 
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IV. Becauſe Applications of this Nature to the Crown Anno 2. Geo. II. 
may hereafter protect many of his Majeſty's faithful Subjects 2314, 
from the ſecret and malicious Miſrepreſentations of ſome Mi- 
niſter in future Time, who (thoꝰ unreſtrained b 6 Senſe of 2 
Truth, regardleſs of his Prince's real Intereſt, and animated 
only by his own. Paſſions) may however be. check'd by the 
juſt Apprehenſions, that the Applications of Parliament . 
may lay open his Calumnies, and bring upon himſelf; the 
Diſgrace he had prepared for others, ., 


Winchelſea and Nottingham,  Straffard, Warrington, Ang le- 
ſea, Denbigh, Marlbrough, Marchmont, Taveedale, 
Montroſe, Northampton, Weymanth, Oxford and Marts- 
mer, Willoughby de Broke, Clinton, Bathurſt, Briſtol, 
Abingdon, Bedford, Griffin, Beyle, Maſham, Carteret, 
Cardigan, Ker, Bruce, Scarſdale, Suffolk, Berkſhire, ' 
Craven, Litchfield, Bridgwater, Montjoy, Gower, Tad- 
caſter, Foley, Cheſterfield. | 85 


Diſentient” > | 3 
Becauſe we are not conſcious that any Neglect or Breach 
of our Duty can be laid to our Charge, much leſs any Want 
of Zeal and Attachment for his Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment; we therefore muſt teſtify our earneſt Deſire, that 
this Motion had paſſed in the Affirmative, that we might 
have had an Opportunity given us of knowing our ſuppoſed 
Crimes and Accuſers; and we hope of juſtifying ourſelves 
to his Majeſty and the World, „ | 
Bolton, Cobham. 


March 6. The Order of the Day being read, for the Houle 
to take into Conſideration Matters relating to the Election 
of the Peers of that Part of Great- Britain called Scotland; Debate on the 
the Earl of Marchmont moved to reſolve, That no Peer — 1 
who hath claimed, or ſhall claim Right by Sueceſſion to any relating to the N 
Peerage of Scotland, other than a dent of the Body of Claims of the 
a Peer or Peereſs, who has been in the Poſſeſſion of the Peer- Scots Peers. 
age claimed, fince the 25th of April, 1690, ſhall be ad- 
mitted to vote, at any Election of a Peer or Peers to fit in 
Parliament, for that Part of Great. Britain called Scotland, 
tag Right and Title be claimed and determined in this 

ouſe. VV 


The Lord Hardwick, the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Earl La Hardwick. 
of Jay, Lord Hervey, and Lord Talbot, oppos'd the Motion, P. of Newcaſtle, 
urging, That it was dangerous taking ſuch a Reſolution, on E. of Vay. | 


A : 4 . Ld Hervey. 
ccount of dormant Titles, who might have Claims, and IJ Talbot, 


hereby be precluded from their juſt Right. th, 
1 They 
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Ano 7. cr IT, They were replied ro br the Marqueſs of Twimaly th 
4. .4783*+._ 


Duke of Montroſe, the Earls of Chefterfield, Winchelſa, and 
M. of Tweedale wal Fa, and the Lords Carteret and Batharft ' "who argue 
D. of Montroſe. the Neceſſity of ſuch a Reſolution,” on Account of fever 
E. of Cheſterfield Peers continuing on the Roll of Peerage, whoſe Families are 
E. of Winchelſea extinct, or have no Right; by which Means the Sixteen 
e nog Peers might be choſen by a Majority, who have no Right at all 
Li Bachut. Bat the Earl of Scarbrongb and the Duke of Argyle were 
for putting off tha Motion, Which was agreed to; and it 
E. of Scarbrough was order*d, That the Houſe be put into a Committee on 
D. of Argyle. that Affair on the Monday next. i 
| Then the Marqueſs of Tweedale moved to reſolve, That 
Marg. of Twee- for the better ſecuring the Freedom of the Election of x 
dale nr Peer or Peers to ſit in the Parliament of Great Britain on 
the et Peers the Part of Scotland; the Election ſhall be by way of Baller, 
de by Ballot. His Lordſhip was ſapported by the Lords Bathurſt and Car. 
Debate thereon, feret, who urg'd the Reaſonableneſs thereof, to preſerve un- 
14 Bathurſt. due Influence. dog n 
Ld Carteret, They were oppoſed by the Dukes of Argyle and Nexeaftl, 
D. of Argyle. and Lord Talbot, who alledged, That the Method of Ballot 
D. of Newcaſtle, would be a Breach of the Act of Union, by Which it wa 
Ld Talbot. declared, That it ſhould be an open Election. 
Then the Queſtion being put thereupon, it was reſolvy d in 
the Negative. | e n en een 
Contents 45 YJ._ Not Contents 75 7 
Proxies 18 7 63 Proxies 41 * 95 | 
Difentient' | | | REG 4 
I. Becauſe this Motion tending only to make a Variation 
in the Manner of electing the Peers for Scotland, we appre- 
r Hradouy hend it was entirely agreeable to the Intention of the 22d 
aſſing in the Article of the Union; for whatever can contribute to 
Negative, the Election more free and independent, the more it anſwers 
the Deſign of that Article: And we mult obſerve, that ths 
Houſe has been ſo far from thinking the Manner of Election 
unalterable, that a Bill paſſed this Houſe, * by which the E- 
lection itſelf was entirely aboliſhed. 1 
II. Becauſe in an Election of this Nature, the Method of 
voting by Ballot appears to us infinitely preferable on mam 
Accounts, for as it is well known there are ſeyeral Alliances 
among that Body of Nobility, many of the Peers may be 
put under great Difficulties, their Alliances drawing them 
one Way, and their Opinion and Inclination another Way. 
It is alſo poſſible, that by Penſions from the Crown, or by 
Civil or Military Preferments, ſome of them may Jye ur 
der Obligations to a Court, and be reduced to the hard Ne. 
ceſſity (under the Power of an arbitrary Miniſter) * of 
130) | | 3 
* The Peerage Bill, which paſſed the Houſe of Lords, Anno 6 
Geo, I. p, 120, | | | 
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cheir Employments, or of voting N r In. 

ron and 1 0, Opinion alſo, - We apprehend that \ 173324 
10 Election can be call'd perfectly free, where.any Number 
of the Electors are under any Influence whatſoever, by which ß 
they may be biafſed in the Freedom of their Choice. Sos Year 

III. Becauſe we apprehend, that this'Houſe is, in a moſt + 
eſſential Manner, concerned in the Freedom of this Election; 
for if Sixteen new Members are to be brought in every ner 
Parliament, under any undue Influence, it may tend to alt 4 
vert the Independence of this Houſe, and of "Conſequence 5 
the Conſtitution of the whole Kingdom. By Means of ſuch 
an Election, an ambitious Miniſter may make Uſe of the 
power of the Crown, at one Time, to deſtroy the Intereſt 
ofthe Crown; at another to oppreſs the Liberty of his Fel- 
low · Subjects, and, by different Turns, protect himſelf from 
the juſt Reſentment of both, — -' Set 

[V. As this Houſe is the higheſt Court of Judicature, 
nd the laſt Reſort in all Matters relating to the Properties of 
the Subjects of Great Britain and Ireland, we conceive that 
every Perſon who is Maſter of any Property, is concerned 
in the Conſequence of this Motion ; for if Sixteen of theſe 
Members, in whoſe Hands this great Truſt is veſted, ſhould 
erer be thought to be in the Nomination of a Miniſter, .the 
Subje&tz of theſe Kingdoms may have great Reaſon to dread 
the Conſequence of ſuch an unwarrantable Influence, by 
which their Liberties, Lives and Properties might be render'd 


precarious. 


Hole, Bedford, Carteret, Weymouth, Cobham, Cheſterfield, 
Montroſe, Coventry, Strafford, Cardigan, Bolton, Ha- 
ver/ham, Marchmont, Bathurſt, Marlbrough, Winthelſea 
and Nottingham, Bruce, Oxford and Mortimer, Willough- 
by de Broke, Clinton, Aylesford, Montjoy, Tweedale, 
Northampton, Warrington, Stair, Denbigh, Gower, Bri- 
tel, Foley, Tadcafter, Litchfield, Ker, Berkbire. 


March 18. The Order of the Day being read, for the 
king into Conſideration Matters relating to the Election T714,. Duke of 
of the Peers of that Part of Great Britain called Scotland; Bedford moves, 
the Duke of Bedford moved to reſolve, That it is the Opi- That to threaten 
non of this Houſe, that any Perſon or Perſons taking upon er Promiſe any 


bim or them to engage any Peers of Scotland, by Threats, N ng any 
Promiſe of Place or Penſion, or any Reward or Gratuity Scots Peer, to 
"hatſoever from the Crown. to vote for any Peer, or Liſt vote at an Elec- 
of Peers to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, tion, in an Infult 
i; an high Inſult on the Juſtice of the Crown, an Incroach- g CN 
ment on the Freedom of Elections, and highly injurious to 


lic Honour of the Peerage. "1 
His 9 


| FE FF | 
Anno Geo. II. His Grace was ſupported by the Earl of Stairs, the 
1733-4: Willoughby de Broke, Bathur, and Carteret '3 And 1 — : 


dee e e e eee 
E. of Stair. It is well known, that by the Conſtitution of this K; d 


14 Willoughby dom, all Elections, of whatever Nature, ah to be mate 
Ld Bathurſt. With the utmoſt Freedom: We haye many Laws, both u. d 
L4 Carteret. cient and modern, for eſtabliſhing the Freedom of Eletion Wl * 
1 n for preventing any undue Influence that may be made Wl * 

py 1 either by Money, by Threats, or by Promiſes, upon dei 
Electors: The very Nature of the Thing requires it hou i © 
be ſo ; for every Man who is allowed a Vote at any Elec. l 
tion, is by Law | preſumed capable of determining within ! 
himſelf, who is the moſt proper Perſon, for that Poll, Ofic Wl * 
or Employment, to which he is to ele& ; and if he be 6 
rected in his Voting, either by Money, by Threats, or by 


Promiſes, it is he who directs that is properig,he Eledor, Wi * 
a 


and not he Who is made the Tool upon that Occaſion; by l 
which Means. chat Election, which by Law. ought t 1 i" 
made by a great Number of Perſons, may come to: be 4. Bl © 
rected, and conſequently made, by one fingle Man. 0 
© Therefore, my Lords, it has always been deemed tobe AW. 
a Maxim of the common Law of England © That lech 


© ſhall be regularly and freely made, without any Internp 6 
© tion whatever ;* and this Maxim has been confirmed aud 0 
inforced by moſt of the great Kings that ever reigned 
this Kingdom. Under our glorious King Edward the fin 
was that Statute made, which is called the Firſt of Wp 
minſter; and by the 5th Chap. of that Statute it is exprel 
ordained, * That no great Man, or any other Perſon, dal; 
by Force, by Malice, or by Threats, any way dilturb the n 
Freedom of Election under the Pain of grievous Fork | 
ture; which is a Law that is ſtill in Force, and a Lay 

| that relates to all Elections made or to be made within hill © 
Kingdom; and ſo careful were our Anceſtors of preſerinn z 
this Freedom of Election, that even Requeſts and 'earnel 8 
Solicitations were in ſuch Caſes deemed unlawful, as my 
appear from that Statute which was made in the 9th . 
Henry the IVth, and from the 14th Chapter of the Statue 
called Articuli Cleri, which was made in the Reign of 3+ 
abard the IId: For it was moſt reaſonably by them cat 
cluded, that if any great or powerful Man was allowed 
to requeſt or ſollicit a Man for his Vote at any Eleflns 
that Requeſt or Solicitation would have the ſame Fed 
if he had actually threatned that Man, or made Promi 
1 a 


* Remov'd from his Regiment of Dragoons, April 17. 1934: 5 
Lordſhip being remov'd from his other Poſts ſome Time before, 


R 

» tim for giving bis Vote 4s direfted 1 breztiſe every fa uuns f. Oer ll: 
would naturally preſume, that if he complied with the great 
Man's Requeſt, he might expect his Favour'; and if he 
denied his Requeſt, he muſt expect his Malice. 

« From hence it is plain, my Lords, that by the very 
Nature of the Thing, as well as by the Common and the 
gutute Law of this Kingdom, it is highly criminal in any 
great Man to requeſt or follicit Votes at any Election, but 
it muſt be ſtill more highly criminal in any Man actually 
to give or to promiſe any Money or other Reward upon 
ſuch an Occaſion, eſpecially in any Thing that relates to a 
Right of fitting in this Houſe ; and what appears to be the 
undoubted Law of England is ſo far from being derogated 
from by the Union between the two Nations, that it. is in 
the particular Caſe now before us, exprefly confirmed by 
that Act which was made in the Parliament of Scotland, 
for ſettling the Manner of electing the Sixteen Peers; and 
which Act is, by the Parliaments of both Nations, declared 
to be as valid as if the ſame had been Part of the Articles 
of Union. Bs 7 Spd: "7 

« Since then it appears that the Reſolution now propoſed 
is nothing but a Declaration of what is now the Lief 
Great Britain, I can fee no Reaſon for our not comply ing 
with the Motion which the noble Duke has been pleaſed to 
make to us; but on the contrary, I fee many and ſtrong 
Reaſons for our agreeing to it ; for it will certainly inforce 
the Laws now in Being; it will put People in Mind that 
there are ſuch Laws, and will contribute greatly towards 
terrifying thoſe who may hereafter have evil Intentions, 
from being guilty of thoſe Practices which they know to 
have been ſo lately condemned by this Houſe :* And ſuch a 
Reſolution is at preſent the more neceſſary, becauſe of the 
great Complaints now ſo generally made over the whole 
Nation againſt ſuch Practices: Bribery and Corruption in 
Elections of all Kinds is now fo univerſally complained of, 
that it is become highly neceſſary for this Houſe to come 
to ſome vigorous Reſolutions againſt it, in order to convince 
the World, that it has not as yet got within theſe Walls: 
It has already, I am afraid, got too firm a Footing in ſome 
other Parts of our Conſtitution 3 what is now propoſed will 
tot, J am afraid, be a ſufficient Barrier, but I am very 
ſure, if ſomething is not very ſpeedily done, if ſome effec- 
tual Meaſures are not ſoon taken againſt that deadly Foe to 
our Conſtitution, I ſay, I am ſure, that in a ſhort Time 
Corruption will become ſo general, that no Man will be 
9 to corrupt, no Man will be aſhamed of being cor- 
rupted. | ih 

* Tho' it cannot be affirmed, my Lords, that any undue 
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Anno 7, Ces. II. Influence ehe been made uſe of in the Eleftion of tis 
Sixteen Peers for Scatfand; tho' it cannot be ſuſpected thy 
ay ſuch Influence will ever be allowed af, much le ap 

proved of by hig preſent Majeſty, yet no Man gan tell hoy 

ſoon ſuch a Thing may be attempted; and the Circun. 
ſtances of many of the Peers of that Nation give us gen 

Reaſon to be jealous of ſuch Attempts: It mult be allowed, 

that there are many of them who” haye the Misfortune of 
| having but ſmall Eſtates; it is well Known that many of 
them have Commiſſions in the Army, or Places in the Go- 
vernment depending upon the Pleaſure of the Cron and 
the Dignity. of their Titles, and the ancient Grandeur of 
their Families, without ſuch Commiſſion in the Army, or 
Poſt in the Government: If then any future ambition 


Prince R. ſecuring by illegal Means à Maher 
in this Houſe, in order to deſtroy the Liberties of his Pax 


le; or if any, wicked Miniſter who had got the leading of 
a was Prince, Deni think of getting Sn 
in this Houſe, in order to ſecure him againſt an Impeach: 
ment from the other, are not we naturally to conclude, 
that the firſt Attempt of ſuch à King, or ſach à Miniſter, 
would be to ſecure, the Sixteen Peers from Scotland,” .. 
In ſuch a Caſe a Court-Liſt, or rather a Miniſters} 
Liſt, would certainly be ſent down, and every, Peer g 
* Scotland that did not vote plump for that Liſt, . would. be 
under- hand threatened with being turned out of , 
miſſion in the Army or Navy, or out of his Emplo 
under the Government; and others would be ; induced ts 
vote for it by ſecret Promiſes of Preferment, or df being 
provided for. The noble Families of Scotland are, my 
Lords, as ancient, and have always behaved with as wc 
Honour, as the Nobility of any Nation under. the Sun; 
but in ſuch a Caſe, how hard might be the Fate of ſome 
of the Repreſentatives of the noble Families of that Rug 
dom : 'They muſt ungratefully vote againſt, thoſe who pet 
haps procured them the Commiſſions or the Poſts they en 
joy, they muſt vote for thoſe whom they know to be Ma 
of no Worth and Honour, Men whom they know to be 
meer Tools of Power; or otherwiſe they mult expect to i 
ſtript of all their Preferments under the Government, aud 
thereby rendered incapable of ſupporting themſelves in ther 
Native Country as Noblemen, perhaps even as Gentlemet 
This is a Misfortune which certainly may happen; Tu} 
my Lords, is a Misfortune which, in Regard to our Con 
try, in Regard to the Honour and Dignity of, this Hout, 
in Regard to our own Families, we ought to provide # 
gainſt ; and we cannot provide againſt it too ſoon, * it 
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„J ay, my Lords, chat it is a-Misfortane, which in regard Anno 7, Geo. II. 


even to our own Families, we. ought. to provide againlt ; for 
it is well known that there is but ſeldom any Difference be- 
tween the Royal and the Miniſterial Power: There never can 


be any Difference between the two, but when there is a julf, 


wiſe and an active Prince upon the Throne; for when there N | 
5 an ambitious and an unjuſt. Prince upon the Throne, his 


1733- 


Miniſters will readily ſabmit, he will make every Thing ſub- 
nit to his Power, if he can ; and when a, weak or an indo- 


lent Prince happens to be upon the Throne, the whole Royal 


Power will always be lodged with the- Miniſters, generally in 


one Prime Miniſter z and as ſuch Miniſters alyays endeavour 


oat in an arbitrary Way, they never will employ any but 


thoſe who will meanly ſubmit to be their Tools; all others 


they will endeavour to oppreſs br ung : It is certain that 
Men of great Families and F ontunes,. who 
penetration, will never ſo eaſily ſubmit to the arbitrary Views 


have any Senſe or 


of an ambitious Prince, nor will they ſo eaſily ſubmit to be 


the Tools of an over-bearing Miniſter, as Fools or mean Up- 
farts ; and therefore no ſuch Prince or Prime Miniſter wilt 
ever employ any of them, if they can do without: While 


ve ancient Digniry and the Weight of this Houſe i pre- 


ſerved, the ancient aud the. gent Families of the Kingdom 
will always be able to confine the Views of an ambitious 
Prince, and to force him to delegate a juſf Proportion of his 
Power to them; and they will always be in a Condition to 
farce themſelves in upon a Prime Miniſter, not as his Tools 
but as his Partners. in Power : But if it ſhould once come to 


be in the Power of a Prince or Miniſter to ſecure by diſho- 


nourable Means a Majority in this Houſe, the greateſt Part 


of our Poſterity will for ever be excluded from all Share in 


the Government of their Country ; none but mean Tools of 
Power, and knaviſh Upſtarts will be employed in the Admi- 
nitration ; and perhaps even our next Sueceſſors may ſee a 
wicked and over-bearing Prime Miniſter of State at the Head: 
of a Parcel of Fools and Knaves, carrying Things in this 
Houſe by a Majority, contrary to the Opinion of the Gene- 
ality of Mankind without Doors, and contrary to the Opi- 
tion of every honeſt Man of Senſe within. 


* To me, my Lords, it is as clear as Demonſtration, 


that an utter Excluſion, of all the Nobility in Great Britain, 
who had either Honour or good Senſe, from any Share in the 
Adminiſtration, would be the certain Confequerice of the 
Court's getting it in their Power to ſecure by Corruption a 
Majority in this Houſe : but I am much afraid the Misfor- 
tune would not ſtop here ; T am afraid that ſuch a Court 
would ſoon begin to think of getting rid of every Family in 
te Nation which could be any Way troubleſome to them; 

1733-4 "ES and 


| FRY DT 
Anno 5. Geo. II. and of ſuch a Reſolution, my Lords, ſupported by ſuch u Ms 
1733-4  jority, how fatal might the Conſequences be to every one of 
| your Lordſhips Families, which happened unfortunately” at 
that Time to have a Repreſentative beloved in his Country, 
and eſteemed for his great Honour and his good Senſe: Of 
ſuch Conſequences I have the moſt terrible Apprehenfions: 1 
hope no ſuch Caſe will ever happen ; but I muſt defire your 
Lordſhips to conſider how great an Influence a Number of 
16 ſure Votes might have upon all the Reſolutions of this 
Houſe : Look into your Journals, look into the Hiſtories of 
this Nation, and you will ſee how many Queſtions, 'Queſti- 
ons in which theSery Being of our Conſtitution was d. 
concerned, have been carried againft the then Enemies of our 
Conſtitution by a Majority of a much ſmaller Number, 
haps by a Majority of not above two or three. Can we dhe 
be too jealous of the Method of electing the Sixteen Peers for 
Scotland? Can we refuſe or negle& to uſe all thoſe Means 
that lie in our Power for. preventing their being ever choſen 
by Miniſterial Influence ? Can we ſuppoſe that allthoſe who 
are choſen under ſuch an Influence, will not vote in this 
Houſe under that Influence by which they were choſen? - 
« Cuſtom, my Lords, is of a mighty prevalent Nature; 
even Virtue itſelf owes its Reſpect in a greater Meaſure to 
Cuſtom ; and Vice, by being openly and avowedly practiſed, 
ſoon comes to diſguiſe itſelf, and aſſume the Habit of Virtue: 
If Miniſterial Influence, if private and ſelfiſh Views, ud 
once come to be the ſole Directors in voting at the Eledtion 
of the Sixteen Peers for Scotland, the Practice would ſoon get 
even into this Houſe itſelf ; and as Inferiors are always apt 
to inſitate their Superiors, it would from thence deſcend to 
every Election and to every Aſſembly in Great Britain ; Cor- 
ruption would then come to be openly and generally avayed; 
it would aſſume the Habit of Virtue ; the ſacrificing of our 
Country, the ſacrificing of all the Ties of Honour, Friend- 
ſhip and Blood, to any perſonal Advantage or Preferment, 
would be called Prudence and good Senſe, and every contr- 
ry Behaviour would be called Madneſs and Folly : "Then in- 
deed, if there were a Man of Virtue left in the Nation, be 
might have Reaſon to cry out with the celebrated Roman Pi 
triot, * O Virtue ! I have followed thee as a real Good, but 
now I find thou art Nothing but an empty Name *. It ws, 
my Lords, the general Corruption he found in his Country 
that led that great Man into ſuch an Expreſſion: He died in 
the Defence of Liberty and Virtue ; and with him expired the 
laſt Remains of the Liberty and Virtue of his Country; for 
Virtue and Liberty always go Hand in Hand; wherever oe 


U 
== www Nx «=, 200 ei ens 7 Ss 


— 


* Te colui, Virtus, ut Rem; aſt Tu Nomen inane es 


„r 


„ r e r * uw 


1 


is, there likewiſe is the other, and from every Country they Anno 7. Geo. II. 


take their Flight together. „ 
« I have ſaid, my Lords, that it cannot be affirmed, that 
any undue Influence. has as yet been made uſe of in the Ele- 


&ion of the Peers for Scotland; but yet it muſt be granted, 


that towards the latter End of the late Queen's Reign, there 
ſeems to be a ſtrong Suſpicion, that ſome extraordinary In- 
flaence was then made uſe of; for the Sixteen that were firſt 


choſen after the Union, were all ſuch as were known to have 


à true Zeal and Affection for the Revolution, and for the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment : Soon after there was a Change in the 
Miniſtry here, and upon that a new Parliament; it cannot 
be ſaid, that there was any Change among the EleQors of 
the Sixteen Peers for Scotland, they neceſſarily continued to 
be the ſame ; and yet there was e a- 
mong the Sixteen Repreſentatives then choſen that hardly 


one of the former was ſent up; the whole Sixteen were ſuch 


az were agreeable to the new Miniſtry, and ſuch as went into 
all the new Meaſures then ſet on foot. Even ſome noble 
Lords now in this Houſe, whoſe conſummate Prudence and 
great Qualifications were then well known, were left out in 
that Queen's Time, tho? the Peers of Scotland have been ever 
ſince ſo juſt to themſelves as always to chuſe them for their 
Repreſentatives : How this ſhould happen, without ſome un- 
due Influence being then made uſe of, I cannot well compre- 
hend ; and if what is propheſied ſhould happen; if upon the 
next Election it ſhould be found, that ſome noble Lords are 
left out, whoſe Families as well as themſelves have been emi- 
nent and remarkable for their Zeal for the preſent happy Eſta- 
blihment, as well as for the Revolution upon which it is 
founded: If ſuch, I ſay, ſhould be left out, for no other 
Reaſon that can poſlibly be gueſſed at, but that they happen 
not to be altogether agreeable to the Miniſters for the Time 
being, I ſhall think it ſtill more unaccountable ; becauſe, that 
in the latter End of the late Queen's Time, there ſeemed to 
be a Conteſt between thoſe that were Friends and thoſe that 
were Enemies to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and in ſuch a Con- 
teſt there is ſome Ground to preſume, that the Peers of Scor- 
land would naturally divide into wvo Parties, and that the 


moſt numerous Party would chuſe that Sixteen who were u | 


poſed to be of the Party they eſpouſed : But now, my Lords, 
where there is no Principle either in Religion or Politicks to 
direct them, it is not to be ſuppoſed that they will naturally 
divide into two oppoſite Parties; or that the Majority of 
them will readily reſolve not to vote for any one of thoſe 


who now happen to be diſagreeable to the Miniſter, notwith- 


ſanding their having, for a continued Courſe of ſo many 
1733 4. Ar OS RIP Years, 
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Anno 7, Geo. II. Years, thought ſome of them worthy of the r of be, 
2733-4 | ing their Repreſentatives in this kipaſe. 
— — iI this, my Lords, ſhould really | appen 3 if ſome of 
thoſe Lords now in this Hogſe, whoſe Zeal and Aﬀedin 
for his Majeſty's Perſon and Government are well known, 
whoſe Qualifications and natural Endowments are univerſally 
acknowledged, and who have petformed many eminent Yer. 
vices to their Country; if ſuch, I ſay, thould be left on, 
and others, who may not be known in the World, Choſen, 
or at leaſt pretended to be choſen in their Room, T ſhall be 
apt to ſuſpect, I believe the whole Nation will conclude, 
that ſome of the Scots Peers have not been directed iu their 
Choice by that which ought to 'be their only DireRor upon 
ſuch Occaſions ; asd if ſuch a Thing ſhould happen, it wil 
be incumbent upon this Houſe to enquire how it wasbroupht 
about; for we ought not to admit any unworthy Perſon's 
being brought among us, nor ought we to allow of any Per. 
ſon's being brought unworthily or unjuſtly into this Houſe; 
this we have a Right to inquire into, as may appear by 

what happened ſo lately as in the Reign of the late Queen; 

and our own Records, our own Hiſtories may ſhew us, that 
the bringing, or endeavouring to bring, unworthy Feten 
into this Houſe, was inquired into, and had like to hate 

proved fatal to King Henry III. OO” 

In ſuch Caſes, my Lords, we are not tyed down to the 
ſtrict Rules of Law, we are not to expect every criminal - 
Fact to be proved by two or three Witneſſes; this is what 
neither Houſe of Parliament ever thought themſelves tyed 
down to ; it is from Circumſtances as well as Proofs that we 
are to determine, and if ſuch Circumſtances ſhould concurs 
muſt convince every Man of common Senſe in the Kingdom, 
I am ſure I need not tell your Lordſhips what you are to do; 
but as the preventing of Crimes is much more prudent and 

leſs troubleſome than the puniſhing of them, let us therefore 

now endeavour to prevent the committing of any ſud 

Crimes, by agreeing to the Reſolution propos d.“ 

© The other Houſe of Parliament has paſſed many Laws 

for preventing the Inflaence of Bribery and Corruption in the 

Election of any of their Members. They have lately pot 

paſſed a ſevere Law againſt that abominable Practice 

and another Bill for preventing any undue Influence upon 

their Members after they are choſen, has ſince been ſevenl 

Times brought in, and as often paſſed in that Houſe, bit 

your Lordſhips have not, it ſeems, thought fit to give i 

your Concurrence : Whilſt there are ſuch Complaints a 
the Growth of Corruption, while the other Houſe are ufig 
ſuch Precautions againſt it, ſhall we ſit ſtil] and do nothing! 


There are but a few of the Members of this Houſe, there 
are 
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re none but the Sixteen for Scar/and, who owe their Seats Anno 5. G0. I. 


here to an Election: Let ns then, my Lords, take all poſ- 
tbl Care that they ſhall: be. chofen by an — 
: fair and a free Election: If they ſhould ever come to de- 


pend upon a Miniſter for their Seats in this Houſe, conſider, 


py Lords, what an Influence it might have een upon their 
Way of voting while they are here? How terrible muſt it be 


4 


2733-1 


for any Lord of this Houſe to be expoſed to che Danger of 


being told by an inſalent Minifter, You ſhalf vote ſo or ſo, 


otherwiſe you ſhall be no longer a Lord of Parliament. 


This is what, I hope, your Lordſhips will endeavour to 
this Reſolution, or any other more 


prevent by agreeing to 8 
effectual Method that may hereafter be found to be 


The Dukes of Newcaſtle and Argyle, the Earls of Cholmos- D of Newaaltle, 


— 


deley and Poulet, the Lords Hervey and T, A 
54560 to the Effect as follows: * ſpoke 


My Lords, 


n D. of Argyle. 
E. of Cholmon- 


deley. 


E. Poulet. 


© That, both by the Common and Statute Law of this 5 086 


Kingdom, all Elections ought to be free and undiſturbed, is 
what will not be denied by any Lord in this Houſe ;- and 
that the giving of Money, or the wages br ſe of any Threats 
or Promiſes, in order to induce any of the Electors to vote 
according to Direction, is a Crime of a very bigh Nature, 
and waat will be as little controverted ; but this is fo far from 
being an Argument for the Reſolution propoſed, that, in 
my Opinion, it is a very ſtrong Argument again it; for 
wherever the Law is plain and clear, there is no Oc 

for a Reſolution of this Houſe either to inforce it, or put 
People in mind of it : Upon the contrary, our coming 


to 
ſuch a Reſolution might probably make People doubt of 


what they before thought evident, becauſe our Refolution 
would not make that to be Law, which was not ſo before, 
and ſome People would naturally conclude, that the Law 
in that Reſpect was not clear and evident, otherwiſe this 
Houſe would have had no Occafion for coming to any ſuch 
Reſolution. In the preſent Caſe indeed the Law is fo 
clear and evident, that no Man of common Senfe can doubt 
of it, and therefore our coming to ſuch a Reſolution will 
not probably bring the Law in doubt with any Man in 
the Kingdom ; but I cannot help thinking that it would be 
a very odd and a very extraordinary Reſolution ; I muſt 
really think that we may with as much Propriety reſolve, 
Trat the levying of War againſt the King is an Ad of High- 


Treaſon ; and how ſuch a Reſolution would appear upon the 


Journals of this Houſe, I leave your Lordſhips to Judge. 
As I have ſaid, my Lords, it muſt be acknowledged 


by all, That the giving of Money, or the making uſe of 
areats or Promiſes, in order to corrupt a over-awe the 


Electors 
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Anno 7. Ces. II. Electors at any Election, is contrary to Law but yet I cn 


not admit that the making Uſe of any Sort of Sollicitatinn 


is contrary to Law, I cannot think but that any Lord of Soy 
| land may aſk another's Vote at any enſuing EleRtion of th 


Sixteen Peers for that Kingdom, and that in Fayour of ky 


Friends as well as of himſelf; and if any Lord of thy 


Country ſhould have the Honour to be Secretary of Stat, 
or in any other high Office under the Crown, I cannot con. 
prehend how he can be thereby excluded from being a C 
didate at that Election; a Candidate he certainly may he, 
and as ſuch he may_aſk every other Lord of that County 
for his Vote at the enſuing Election; nay, he may. not only 
aſk that Fayour for himſelf, but he may aſk it for othen; 
His being in an Office under the Crown does not ſtrip him d 
that Privilege which every other Lord enjoys; nor does ay 
Law now in Being make his Sollicitation more criminal tha 
thoſe of the other Lords of his County. 
The Laws pow in Being for preſerving the Freedom d 
Elections are, A Lords, in my Opinion, fully ſafficiat 
for that Purpoſe ; and whoever thinks ſo, muſt conclude 
that there is not the leaſt Occaſion for the Reſolution now pro 
poſed : But granting they were not ſufficient, would ourcoming 
to ſuch a Reſolution render them ſo ? It cannot be fo much 
as pretended that a Reſolution of this Houſe would add to 
their Sufficiency, or that it would contribute in the leaſt to 
wards making a Law effectual for the End propoled, if it 
was before found to be ineffectual. Thus, my Lords, ther 
is either no Occaſion for our coming to ſuch a Relolution, 
or it would be of no Uſe when made; and therefore I a 
not think it conſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe, © 
have any ſuch Reſolution enter'd upon our Journal, If the 
Laws in this Reſpect are inſufficient, let a Bill be brought 
in for amending and ſtrengthning them; but do not let u 
take up our Time with making Reſolutions, which. all the 
World muſt ſee to be of no Uſe. | = 
This, my Lords, is a very ſtrong Argument againk our 
coming to the Reſolution propoſed ; Par 55 is 11 5 
ſtronger ; for it would, in my Opinion, be a very high It 
dignity offer'd to his preſent Majeſty's Government; it would 
tend to make the whole World ſuppoſe, that ſome vey 
heinous Practices had been lately carrying on by his Mas 
ſty's Miniſters for influencing the Elections of the fen 
Peers for Scotland; and to ſuppoſe that his Majeſty is or a 
be ſo unjuſt as to countenance ſuch Practices, or that he as 
be ſo weak as not to diſcover them, if any ſuch were cr 
ing on by his Miniſters, is one of the higheſt Indignits 
that can be offered to the Crown. It is indeed a Suppoftia 
which no Man can make who is in the leaſt acquainted 1 
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ca WM... Majesty's Juſtice, Penetration and Watehfulneſs for the Anno 7. Geb. II. 
los . N but our coming now to ſuch a Reſolu- 3 
n ton, would be doing at leaſt all in our Power to raiſe ſuch a 

the Suſpicion in the Nation : and among the Vulgar and Ignorant, 

in che remote Parts of his Majeſty's Dominions, it might 

that have a fatal Effect. be N if Fe 

ate « Beſides this, my Lords, it would be a moſt heinous Af- 

* font offered to the whole Peerage of Scotland; it would be a 

* Suppoſing that the Majority of them are directed in their 

*. of voting at the Election of their fixteen Repreſenta- 

bes, by corrupt and mercenary Views: This would be a. 

ly Concluſion that every Man without Doors would naturally. 

daw, when he heard that your Lordſhips had come to ſuch a 


Reſolution 3 no Man would imagine that ſuch a Thing 
could have happened without any Proof, without any Foun- 
dation. The Peers of North-Britain, my Lords, are by the 
Articles of Union declar'd to be Peers of Great-Britain; they 
are to have Rank and Precedence before all Peers of Great- 
Britain of the like Order and Degree, created ſince the 
Union; they are to enjoy all Privileges as fully as the 
Peers of England, except fitting in this Houſe, and upon 
Trials of Peers; and why they ſhould be thus diſtinguiſhed 
by a particular Reſolution of this Houſe I cannot compre- 
bend. They have, tis true, no Share in the Legiſlature, 
except in that of voting for their own Repreſentatives in this 
Houſe ; but is there any Colour of Reaſon for ſuſpeRing 
them of corrupt and mercenary Views in their Way of vot-. 
ing for their own Repreſentatives, more than there is for ſu- 
ſpecting every Lord here of ſuch Views in his Way of yot- | 
ing, as to every Queſtion that ariſes in the Houſe.” _ AT 
As for any Suſpicions that may be entertain'd. aboht the 
Election of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland, in the latter End of 
the Queen's Reign, they may be eaſily. cleared up: The 
Election at that Time did not proceed from mercenary or 
corrupt Views, but from Views of a more malignant Ten- 


52 
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n dency, if any ſuch can be. It is well known that many 
of the then Peers of Srotland were either ſecret or avowed 
h Jacobites: Upon that fatal Change of the Miniſtry here, they 


al conceived great Hopes ; thereupon many -declared them- 
ſelves openly who had never done ſo before; and ſome of the. 
Nonjurors came in and qualified themſelves, in order to 
ſerve a Turn at that Time, which they took to be in favour. 
of that Principle they had always careſſed; and all theſe 
joining with the Scors Peers, who were then actually em- 
ployed in the Adminiſtration, carried the Election againſt 
thoſe who ſtood firm to the Principles of the Revolution, 
and to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as eſtabliſhed in his preſent 
Majeſty's Family: But, thank God, their Reign was but 
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by this che ne was eaſily carried in - favour of the 
Friends to the preſem Eſtabliſhment ; and ſoon after and 
of the profeſſed Facobiter inf Scothorid. joined in an opa 


Rebellion, by which they forfeited their "Titles! a well @ 
their Eſtates to the Crown 5 whereby the Neck e tha 
Party was entire ly broke, ſo that they have never bech able 
to make any Effort at an Blectiom ſince that Time 

Now, my Lords, as to thoſe Propheeies- which haw 
been made to'us about the enſuing Election of Peers for 
Scotland, I am afraid they are as ill founded as an other of 
our modern Prophecies; and T ſhall} be glad! to! find then 
as falſe ; for I have ſo great a Reſpeft for” the Sixteen we 
have now the Happineſs to have among us, that, J could 
wiſh they were all in for Life; but as their being here de 

upon a free Election, their being all returned 38 

is what neither they nor we can enp et; and indeed if it 
ſhould happen, it would give me à ſtrong Reaſon ta ſuſpeſ 
that the Rlectios had not been free: It is natural wif 

| Poſe that every Rletion will bring fome new Lots m 

us; and for them ſome of the former mult belek our: 
Becauſe a- noble Lord is firmly attached to dhe preſerc 
Eſtabliſnment, becauſe his Family has always been reibe 
for Revolution Principles, is that a Reaſon, my Lords, for 
us, or for him to expect that he ſhould always be; retume 
one of the Sixteen to repreſent” the Peers of Seovland in thi 

HFouſe: No, my Bords, there are many noble i 

Scotland; and all are, F hope, firmly attachetl t6-theRud 
Family now upon the Throne, tho? ſome may net P 
have had an Opportunity of ſhewing it fo fully u tie 
World as others may: In ſuch a Caſe it is reaſenable- 
expect that every one will endeavour to have he um 
and where there is a free Election, it is reaſonabie 1 
pe& that thoſe Lords who have not a Mind to-ſet7up. fer 
themſelves, will ſometimes / obhlige one, and ſometimes another, 

© But even as te the miniſterial Parties that hang ben 
talked: of, it is as reaſonable to ſuppoſe that d N 
Scotland will naturally divide into two Parties fon ani 
the Miniftry, as to ſuppoſe that they can naturdlly- divide 
themſelves into two Parties for and againſt the Raf 
ment: For while the Adminiſtration, white the Miike 
for the Time being, purſue no Meaſures, but whit aun f. 
the Honour” of their King, and the Good of the Cο⁹m 
it is as reuſorable to ſuppoſe that all thoſe whe! MA 
will naturally join in che ſupporting of their Meaſure Wit 
is to ſuppoſe thut they would naturally join im the Suppen 

— of the preſent Eſtablihment, 2 mo 
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Diſpate; and were I a Peer of Sco/land, and convinced of Anno 7. Ceo. 11, 


the Wiſdom and Uprightneſs of all the Meaſures purſued 
by the Miniſters for the Time being, I ſhould be as loth 
togive my Vote for returning a Lord to this Houſe, who, 


I knew, or even ſuſpected would oppoſe the Miniſtry in 


all their Meaſures, as I would be to give my Vote for re- 


affected to his Majeſty and his Family: And as there ne- 


ver was yet in any Country 4 Set of Miniſters, whoſe Mea- 
ſures were approved by all. Men, therefore I ſhall always 
erpect, that upon every Election in Scotland, the Peers 
will naturally, and without anz, ſelfiſn or corrupt Views, 


divide themſelves (into two Parties, one whereof will be 


compoſed of thoſe .who-do. not approve of the Meaſures 
purſued by the Adminiſtration, and the other of thoſe who 
do approve them ; the natural Conſequence of which will 
be, { propoſing or concerting of two Lifts; and in ſuch 


Caſe it is very natural to conclude, that one of the Liſts 
will always be returned without an Exception: For this Rea- 


ſon, my Lords, as well as on Account of the natural Uncer- 
tainty and Changeableneſs of a free Election, I ſhall be no 
Way ſurpriſed, if ſome of the noble Lords now in this Houſe 
be not rechoſen at the next Election: The Capacity and the 
rein of the noble Lords, we have now the Happi- 

sto have from that Country, are well known, and no 
Man has a better Opinion of them than I have ; yet I make 
no Doubt, but that there are other Lords in Scotland of equal 


Capacity, and equally qualify'd for A Peerage 


of that Kingdom in this Houſe, and if they ſhould ſend up 
ſome new Repreſentatives in the Room of ſome of thoſe who 
are now here, I ſhall be very far from imputing it to any un- 


due Influence; on the contrary, I ſhall from thence conclude, 


that the Election has been abſolutely. free and uncontrouled. 

* Asto the contriving and making Laws againſt Corrup- 
tion, the other. Houſe of Parliament, my Lords, has very 
good Reaſon for ſo doing : It has been often proved, at the 


Bar of that Houſe, that Bribery and Corruption has been 


practiſed in the moſt flagrant Manner at the Election of ſome 


of thoſe who have been returned Members of that Houſe ; and 


therefore they have often had a moſt ſubſtantial Reaſon for 
taking the Alarm, and for providing againſt that mortal Foe 
to the Conſtitution of their Country, who, they perceived, 


had already attacked it in the moſt tender Part : But for God's 


Sake, my Lords, what Reaſon have we for this Alarm? Has 
It ever been proved at the Bar of this Houſe, has it ever yet 
been ſo much as pretended by any Lords in this Houſe, that 
the Sixteen Peers for Scotland, or any of them, were elected 


by the Means of Bribery and Corruption, or by the —_ 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. of any other Sort unde Influence ? Ts not this '#' th 

1233-4. Difference between this Houſe and the other? In. ſt vat from 

| thence clear, that we have no Manner of Reaſon for Godtriy. 

ing any Law againſt Corruption? And mich Ts have we's 

| | Reaſon for coming to any ſuch Reſolution as is now Propoſe 

Reply in Favour To this it was replied b. thoſe who ſpoke in Favour of 
of the Duke of the Motion, in Subſtatice as Mons. 

Bedf ord's Moti- ly Lords, 7 7 1 1 

Z. Is. f find, it ie admitted of all Sides, Wat ths * 

Ld Willousbby or promiſing - of I or other Reward, or the mak: 
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de Broke. - & , N 5 
ing uſe of any Sort of Threateninꝑs or Promi to 
14 — . the Election of the Peers for Soren," difedly 


E. of Cheſterfield contrary. to Law, and therefore it is needleſ t fa A, Thi 
E. of Winchel- further as to that Point; but as to Sollicitations of Ain 
- fea, Votes, I mult beg Leave to explain it a little.” 1 half 
| with thoſe Lords who have ſpoke upon the other Side cf the 
© Queſtion, that every Lord of that Country may be & Candi 
date, and as ſuch may apply to the other Lords for the F+- 
vour of their Votes at the enſuing Election, and us he Lay 
now ſtands (tho' I wiſh it were otherwiſe) every Lord" miy 
aſk the ſame Favour for thoſe of his Friends who tun) like- 
wiſe be Candidates; but with Regard to Minifters of Stir 
and thoſe in high Offices under the Crown, there in l fret 
Difference as to.the Manner of Application which they make 
uſe of, in Order to obtain the Fayour for which they lch 
if they aſk merely as Peers, either for themſelves br” their 
Friends, without the Miniſterial Weight of Threats a Pro. | 
miſes, they do not, I think, offend againſt the Taws now-in 
being; but if any Thing of the Miniſter appears” thei 
Manner of aſking, it may be of the moſt fatal Cons 
to the Freedom of the Election. 
In Order to explain what I mean, I ſhall take an Ru- 
ple from the Elections of the other Houſe : TO A Gentle 
man be a Commiſſioner of the, Treaſury, or of the Admiral 
ty, he may without Doubt ſet up as a Candidate to repreſent 
any County, City or Borough in Great - Britain; he may alk 
the Electors for the Favour of their Votes, and wherever be 
has a natural Intereſt, he may make uſe of that Intereſt in 
Favour of his Friends; but if he ſhould make Thtereſteithet 
for himſelf or his Friends, not as a private Gentleman, but 
as a Lord of the Treaſury, or of the Admiralty, atid as fc 
ſhould, by his Agents, ſend his Commands to thoſe who de 
d, or may expect to depend upon the Board to which te 
longs, with Directions how to. vote, or for whom to mak? 
Intereſt, in any County, City or Borough in Great-Britain, 
ſuch a Method of Application would be highly criminal ; it 
ought, I think, to be deemed High-Treaſon, In like Mat- 
ner, my Lords, if upon an approaching Wann, 
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ay Lord of that Kingdom, * happened to be in a high Amo 7. Os. II. 
1733 •4. 


Office under the Crown, ſhould. by himſelf or his Agents ſo 
much as inſinuate, that the King, the Government, the Mi- 
niſtry, or the like, expected that any Lord of that Kingdom 


would vote for ſuch a Man, or ſuch.a Liſt; ſuch à Sollici- 
tation, I ſay, my Lords, might be fatal to the Freedom of 


that Electon, and would conſequently be highly criminal: 
And this DiſtinQion ought to be particularly attended to, 


when we talls of Sollicitations in any Election whatſoever: 


As our Laws now ſtand, my Lords, we ought: to be par- 
ticularly watchful in this Reſpect? and conſidering; the vaſt 
Power lodged in the Crown, conſidering. the many Favours 
the Miniſters. of the Crown: have to beſtow, I am afraid our 


utmaſt Watchfulneſs would. ſignify nothing if any ſuch At- 
tempts ſhould ever be made by theſe in Power. It is impoſ- 


ſible to prevent the Miniſters of the Crown, or their Agents, 
intermeddling ſome way or another, almoſt in every Election 
in Great Britain: Let them make their Application in the 
moſt humble Manner, let them make uſe of the maſt- modeſt 
Expreſſions that can be thought of, thoſe they apply to will 
depend upon their Favour, if they comply with their Re- 
queſt, and if they reſuſe ta comply, they may, they will 
expect their Malice: The Requeſt of a Man in Power, tho? 


made in the moſt humble Manner, muſt always neceſſarily 
imply a Threat if denied, 8 Promiſe if complied with ; 


This muſt conſequently have a great Influence. upon all Electi- 
ons, and if Obedience to ſuch Requeſts. ſhould once be 


found to be the only Road to Preferment either in Church 
or State, they will ſoon become fatal to the boaſted Liberties 


of this Nation. N VALE e Fra A $61 

It was for this.Reaſon, my Lords, that I lately in this 
Committee gave my Vote for having all future Elections of 
the Sixteen Peers for Scotland made by Balloting. It was for 
this Reaſon, my Lords, that I moſt heartily concurred in a- 
greeing to that Bill, which in the late King's Reign was paſſed 
by this Houſe, for making ſo many Hereditary. Peers for Scot- 


lard, and for limiting the, Power of the Crown with Reſpect 


to the creating of any new Peers of Great-Britain. That 
neceſſary Bill was thrown out in the other. Houſe ; it was 
thrown out (I do not know how) by the Aſſiſtance even of 
ſome of thoſe who have always pretended to be Patrons of Li- 
berty. My Opinion was then, my Opinion is ſo. till, That 
it was the beſt contrived Bill for the Preſervation of the Li- 
berties of this Country, that was ever brought into either 
Houſe of Parliament; and I muſt ſay, that if I had had the 
Misfortune to have been one of thoſe who oppoſed. that Bill, 
I ſhould from that Moment have thrown up all Pretences to 
1733-4. 45 „8 2 i een, 
See Cuanpien's Hiſtory of the Commons, Anno 6. Geo, I. p. 214, 


1 
=_ 
oi 


* 
31H 
"ih 4 
$4 
þ4 \ 
' 4 #4 
bit . 
ET 
4 
71 4 
0 * 
1 
mu 
"ys 
" þ 
i $$ 
PF, N 
Y 4 | 
| * 
1 7 
| . 
_ 
* 
ind 


IR 


S W gar 
— — — —— —— : 
r TEE =. is Y 
a I = "I > = he = — —_ 
— — nnd — — —— x 
Err TE. -_ 


== — _— — 
. 
— OT 
n 


We. 


o +4 


— — = — - = 
— : 
—ä OD ———— — - — —— — — — 
A ——— ̃˙—iↄv - £: — — es: $542 — WISE 
4 3 


bt Gl CES GE Ae 


Anno 5. Geo. 11, my being a Lover of Liberty; I ſhould have expetied iti 
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every Man would have told me, that I made uſe of that po- 
pular Pretence only as a Step to Power, but that he faw plain- 
ly I had no Regard for it, when it came in Competition with 
any of my own little private Views. es. 

« Suppoſe, my Lords, that the Laws now in being are ful. 
ly ſufficient for preſerving our Conſtitution againſt the bane. 
ful Effects of Corruption; ſuppoſe that they want no Addi. 
tion or Amendment; yet is it not an uſual Thing, may it 
not ſometimes be a neceſſary Thing to revive ſuch Laus! 
Does not his Majeſty often do it by Proclamation ? And the 
only Way that either Houſe of Parliament can revive any 
Law, is by a Reſolution. Suppoſe again that the Laws in be- 
Ing are not ſufficient-to preſerve us againſt all Manner of un- 
due Influence in Elections; we all know that a new Law for 


amending and ſtrengthening the old is not ſo eaſily contrived, 


nor ſo eafily paſſed ; it requires ſome Time to conſider the 
Laws in being, to diſcover their DefeRs, to find out the Me- 
thods of evading them, and to contrive proper Precautions 
againſt ſuch Evaſions; all this requires Time, and when this 
is done, we are not ſure that the other Houſe will join with 
us in Opinion, we are not ſure that the King will conſent to 
what both Houſes have agreed to. In the mean Time, is it 
not very proper, may it not be abſolutely neceſſary to endes- 
vour to put ſome Check to the growing Evil? There have, 
tis true, been many Laws lately paſſed for regulating the 
Elections in the other Houſe, and for preventing Corruption 
as to them; but has there ever any one been paſſed in the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, for regulating the Election of 
the Sixteen Peers for Scotland? Does not that Election now 
depend only upon the Common Law, and upon that AR of 
the laſt Scots Parliament, by which the Manner of eleQing 
thoſe Peers was regulated? Suppoſe that Act to be ſufficient 
for guarding againſt Corruption, yet it is now ſo long ago, 
that it may be, and, in my Opinion, it is very proper to te- 
vive it: But, my Lords, it is plain that the Election of thoſe 


Sixteen Peers is not fully regulated, nor the Evils of Comup- 


tion ſufficiently guarded againſt, either by the Common Lay 
or by that AQ of the Scots Parliament: The very Com- 
mittee we are now in ſhews the contrary : Your Lordſhip 
would never have agreed to the going into this Committee, 
if you had thought that no Regulation or Amendment wa 
neceſſary: We are all ſenſible of the Deficiency, but we have 
not yet, it ſeems, fallen upon a praper Method to make up 
that Deficiency ; and till that can be done, let us do what l 
now in our Power; let us agree to, the Reſolution propoſed. 
It will at leaſt juſtify this Houſe to the World: If ever there 
was any undue Influence made uſe of at that * 
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dere ſhall be any ſuch at the next Election, it will ſhew that Anno . Geo. II. 
the Majority of this Houſe were innocent; it will ſhew that 1733-4. 
we endeavoured to provide againſt it as ſoon as we could. 

« What is now propoſed is ſo far from being an Indignity 
offered to his Majeſty, that the very pretending that it 1s ſo, 
or that his Majeſty would take it as ſuch, is one of the great- 
elt Indignities that can be offered to him. Can it be thought 
that this Houſe is ſo ſhort-ſighted as never to provide againſt 
an Evil till it has fallen upon us ? The very „ to 
think ſo of this Houſe, or of either Houſe of Parliament, is, 
in my Opinion, a very high Indignity to both: Can it be 
thought that his Majeſty would look upon any Proviſion made 
by either Houſe of Parliament for the Safety of our Conſti- 
tation, as an Indignity offered to him ? No, my Lords, eve- f 
ry wiſe King, ſuch as his Majeſty is, muſt be heartily en- 
gaged in the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, becauſe that if 
any Wrong be done, he is juſtified by the very Nature of our 
Conſtitution, his Minifters and evil Counſellors only are to 
bear the Blame. This indeed may make Miniſters, and cer- 
tainly will make wicked Miniſters endeavour to overturn our 
Conſtitution ; but a Juſt and a wiſe King will always join with 
his Parliament in preventing the bad Effects of evil Counſel- 
lors, as well as in bringing them to condign Puniſhment. 

Was it, my Lords, ever more that the late King 
looked upon the Peerage-Bill I have now mentioned as an In- 
dignity offered to him ? Might it not have then been ſaid, 
that the paſſing of ſuch a Bill would have made the World 
ſuppoſe, that his late Majeſty had made ſome unjuſt Uſe 
of the Prerogative of the Crown in the Creation of Peers ? 
Might not this, I ſay, have been pretended with as much 
Juſtice as to pretend now, that our coming to the Reſolu- 
tion propoſed will make the World believe, that his preſent 
Majeſty has countenanced, or at leaſt ſuffered ſome wicked 
Practices to be made uſe of in the Election of the Sixteen 
Peers for Scotland Every one of your Lordſhips muſt ſee 
that there was then as much Ground for the one Pretence, 
as there is now for the 'other : Yet ſo far was his late Ma- 
jeſty from harbouring any Thought that an Indignity was 
thereby offered to him, that he approved of the Bill before 
it was brought into this Houſe. He not only approved of that 
Bill, my Lords, but he made uſe of an Expreſſion which ought 
never to be forgot; an Expreſſion which ought to be, which 
always will be remembered by every true Briton : He told 
his Miniſters, * Gentlemen, conſider what may be wanting 
* for the Security of your Conſtitution; for whatever may 
' be thought neceſſary for that Purpoſe I am ready to con- 
"ſent to.” And as his preſent Majeſly inherits the 3 
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A 7 Geol, af his Father, ſo I know he inherits all:thoſe good Qui 
1 yew Which ſhone forth with ſo. much Luſtre in — Ther: 
f N 2 ? 


= 5 my. Lords, we are not in the leaſt to ſuſpect that ty WW! 
1 preſent Majeſty will look upon this Reſolntion, or any le 
| alution we can come. to, for preventing Sixteen Miniſſen 
1 Peers being always forced in upon us from Scotland, u u 
9 Indignity offered to him. ll 
74 1 As the Propeliion ngm W bought » Bl 
J an Indignity offered to his Majeſty's, Goyernmen, þ 
|þ neither can it be thought any Sort of Affront to. the N 
1 of Scotland : On the contrary, every Man of Honour, » Wl. 
L all the Peers of that Nation are, muſt take it as. a Piece of Wl 
AC the utmoſt Regard that can be ſhewed to them: It ü 
#1 eaſily to be preſumed, that any of the [preſent Peers of Wl. 
#4 Scotland can be biaſſed by Bribery, by Threats, or by Pn, WW : 
1 miſes 3 but neither we, nor they, can tell what Sort of Men WH . 
#1 their Foſterity may be; nor can any Man certainiy conclude, BN - 
_ that every, ane 7 ſuch a great Number of Men, will han J 
i |: Virtue enough to withſtand the great Tempinn which 
i 41 an enterpriſing Miniſter, ſole Maſter: of the. "of bl Mp : 
3 ſer, may be able to throw in their Way z and ther ; 
— 144 all that is, or can be deſigned by the preſent Motion, , ty ö 
4 prevent them, or their Poſterity, from being led into Tem : 
= tation; and to put it out of the Power of any Miniſter w ; 
4 make any of the preſent or future Peers of | Scotland ſuffer 
i for their adhering ſtrictly to the Rules of Honour: and Vir 
"#1 tue: The Pretence for this Affront is built upon the ſane BN | 
1 ſandy Foundation with the former; it is built upen the f 
41.0 Suppoſition, that this Houſe can never think of projiding ' 
4 againſt an Evil, till it has actually happened ; But to.ms, WW « 
14-1 my Lords, it is ftill ſomething more extraordinary to ak Wl - 
= in this Caſe: Why ſhould the Peers of Scotland be thui p 
1 particularly diſtinguiſhed from the other Peers of Great In \ 
1 tain ? Is it poſſible to make a Queſtion of this? Does 0 2 
„ every Man at firſt Sight ſee, that the Peers of Scotland s WAN . 
14 by the very Nature of our Conſtitution, diſtinguiſh d from ( 
ii the other Peers of Great Britain? Is there any other Peer ; 
144 of Great Britain who has any Thing to do with Elegtion! BH | 
14 I muſt then leave it to your Lordſhips to conſiders how odd 4 
it would have looked, to have propoſed ſuch a Reſolution a 
1 in general Terms: It muſt then have run thus, * That the p 
+ giving or promiſing any Sum of Money, or other Reward BN » 
4 to any Peer of Great- Britain, for giving his Vote at 40 R 
i | Election. was a high Inſult.— And if it had been h 
1 propoſed in ſuch Terms, would not every Man, who hö. e 
1 any Thing of our have had Reaſon to kit n 
14 laughed at ſuch a Propoſition ? 8 WE 2 ſ 
"0 | 1 4; 4 | m - Without 
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« Without Dobrs, my Lords, ch6fe'ah6Bſpiciins' ch oa 
{me of the ſofmer ons f err, Peers have pro- 
wveded from undue Taflidace - We of this Houſe are, and 
tare been perſonally acquainted "with tnoſt of the 22 
gatland, we know their Honour and Their Integrity, and 
therefore we con Aude, that there is ns Ground for ſuch 
Syſpicions ; but ofe who have not had the Honour of" CY 

onal Acquaintatice with them, muſt judge from Events: 
ald notwithſtanding \ what a noble Lord was pleaſed' to! ſay: 
about 4 b 5 the —— Peers for WEIS 
the latter End of the 5 4 it muſt ap 
2 little odd to thoſe wh are not — larly” agquainted 
with the Hiſtory of that Time; i M ority of 
den Peers bad but 4 fp, Yeats bee agreed w/the” 
Union, by which the Proteſtant Sucgemion was eftabliſhed- 
that Kingdom; and to fee —— I Frear Mjo © 
ſime Men (for there go uld not be ES | 
Death in that | Foal -4 way A | 
undermining that ys 1 hy; 
Lords, appear a Aae el dingy 905 the Gentralith 5 

Making 1 They will not ade © or $4 ſuch hr 

Fon could Procel from the fathe and — 
they will be apt to conclude, "hat there was forte: foul Ply 
in one, or perhaps in bot. 

To pretend, 5 Lbrds, that A dies Body of Men 
will naturally i intereſt themſelves ſo paſſionately and fo'zea- 
luſly in the Diſpute about the Wiſdom and Uprightneſy of . 
the Meaſures of any Miſter or "Minifters, as to ſacrifice" 
thereto all Ties of Blood, all Ties of Gratitude, Friend- 
ſhip, and Acquaintance, is Teally ſome very new. 
ſt is well known, that ſuch a fervent Zeal" 7 rakes 
Place, but in the Time of, or in the Prelude to 2 Civil | 
War; and God forbid it mould ever be in the — — of - 
ay Minifter to involve this Nation in de a Calamity, for or 
the Sake of juſtifying his Meaſures: Even in the Time = | 
Civil Wars, it has x. Tre H appened, tha t private and pe 
nal Friendſhips have Tſdbſifted to the very laſt, bobivas | 5 
lick Enemies: How then can it be ſup 5c en Far that ON Tor 
of Scotland ſhould; at the next, of 
tion, naturally agree to leave out öf bis 2 of Sith 

Peers, ſome 25 who are his near Relations, is old 

Friends, and his great Bene factors, and fill u up in their 
Room others, who are no Way related to him, with whom | 
he never had any intimate Acquaintance, from whom he never | 
received any Favour ? That this, my Lords, ſhould be y 4 
natural Effect, or that it ſhould proceed from a furious + 
for or againſt the ry - the NN, 1s im- | 
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Anno 7. Geo, II. poſſible to conceive ; and therefore, if any of the 
the 
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unt Succeſſion cannot be doubted of or exceeded ; who 
know to be related to many of the noble Families in Sch. 
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-4-: Lords we have, now among us, whoſe Zeal for — 


- afraid the Generality of Manki 
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land ; who I know to be intimately acquainted with many 
of the preſent Peers of that Kingdom ; who I knoy to have 
done great Favours to many of them, and whoſe Capaciy 
and Services are known to the whole World ; If ſuch, [ 
ſay, ſhould at the enſuing Election be left out, and othen 
choſen in their Stead, who are related to few of the Peen 
of Scotland, who are acquainted with few of them, who 
have never been Benefactors to any of them, and. whoſe 
Capacity ſhall be found not to be near equal to the Capacity 
of thoſe 'left out ; I ſhall be ve «1 to conclude, I an 
will conclude, that thi 
was not the Effect of an honourable and free Election. 
© I ſhalladmit, my Lords, that Bribery and Corruption in 
the Election of the Members of the other Houſe, has been 
often proved at their Bar; I wiſh it had been as often pror- 
ed as it has been praftiſed ; I ſhall admit that this was 1 
Reaſon, tho' not the only Reaſon, for their taking the & 
larm : But, my Lords, we find that they have lately taken 
the Alarm, and have done what they could to prevent 
Practice which has never yet been proved at the Bar of that 
Houſe. So far as I can remember, it was never yet 
at the Bar of that Houſe, or ſo much as alledged inthe 
that any particular Member, after he was choſen and retarm 
ed, had been influenced in his Way of voting in that Houle 
by Bribes, Penſions, Threatenings, or Promiſes ; and yet 
inſt this Practice they have, I think, moſt juſtly taken the 
arm, and have ſeveral Times ſent up a Bill to this Houſe 


for preventing that Practice: Therefore, if we follow the [i 


ample of the other Houſe, we are not always to wait till 4 
pernicious Practice has been proved at our Bar. In private 
Life a Man may be long juſtly ſuſpected before he can be c. 
penly accuſed of a Crime; and as high Crimes are cam 
on in the moſt ſecret Manner, they are leſs liable to be di- 
covered, and may therefore be carried on for many Ten 
before ſuch a Proof can be had, as may enable either tle 
Publick, or any private Man, to commence a'Profecution 
Shall a private Man neglect to ſecure the Doors and Wir. 
dows of his Houſe, becauſe no Thieves had ever attempt 
to enter? If he does ſo, my Lords, the Thieves will pv 
bably enter; and after they are entered, he may perhaps find 
it a very difficult Matter to get them out again, till 
have robb'd the Houſe of every Thing that is valuable. In 
like Manner, are we to neglect to ſecure this Houſe again 
Corruption, becauſe we cannot as yet poſitively fay * 
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has ever endeavoured to enter? My. Lords, if we don't in Anno7. Geo, 11. 
Time ſecure all the Avenues to this Houſe againſt ſuch a. 1733-4. 


cunning Betrayer, it will be impoſſible for us to keep him 
out. And if he once enter, it will be abſolutely impoſſible 
for us to turn him out, till he has robb'd us of that preci- 
ous Jewel, the Liberty of our Country, which has always 
been, and always muſt be left in the Keeping of the two 
Houſes of Parliament; for I am very well afſured, that it 
will for ever be impoſſible to prove at the Bar of this Houſe 
the Practice of Corruption, to the Conviction of thoſe who 
have got their Seats here by the Means of Corruption. 

pon hearing this new Sort of Doctrine broached in this 
Houſe, I cannot, my Lords, but refle& with deep Concern, 
upon an Obſervation made upon our Country, by a French 
Gentleman, who was taken with the Marſhal Ta/lard at 
the Battle of Hochſtet, and was afterwards ſeveral Years a 
Priſoner in England. When he returned to France, he was 
giving an Account of his Obſervations upon ＋ — and, 
among the reſt, he told his Company, that the Engi had 
a Thing among them which they called a Nuſance ; that is, 
Gentlemen, ſays he, any Thing that is offenſive to the 
Neighbours, or that may probably do a Miſchief to the 
Paſſengers: For removing of Things of this Nature, the 
Engliſ have very good Laws, but ſo indolent, fo negligent 
are thoſe People, that they ſeldom or ever think of remov- 
ing a Nuſance till it has done ſome notable Miſchief. An 
Example of this Kind happened in the Neighbourhood 
where I was quartered ; there was in a By-road a Timber 
Bridge upon a very deep River in that Neighbourhood, and 
ſoon after I arrived there, a large Hole 2 4 to be 
broke through in the Middle of that Bridge, that 
Way, I obſerved the Hole, I took Notice of it to all the 
Gentlemen in the Country ; I repaſſed ſeveral Times that 
Way, ſtill the Hole was there, and daily grew bigger; it 
continued ſo for many Months : 'The Laws were ſufficient for 
removing this Nuſance, for enforcing the Reparation of this 
Bridge, but no Man would be at the Pains to put them in 
Execution ; at laſt an unfortunate Gentieman, of ſome Di- 
ſtinction, paſſing that Way in a dark Night, his Horſe 
ſtumbled into this Hole, fell through, was drown'd, and 
the Gentleman himſelf much hurt. Then the Juſtices of 
the Peace met, and immediate Orders were given for repair- 
ing the Bridge: I do not know but the Gentleman found 
Means to recover the Value of his Horſe, but no Man could 
make Reparation to him for the Pain he endured. This, 
my Lords, was the French Gentleman's Obſervation upon 
our Country; and really what I have this Day heard from 
ſome noble Lords, who . 2 Motion, makes me be- 


!!... LS Wes 
Anno7. Geo. II. gin to think it was juſt. But let us conſider, my Le 
7334 — if we make'.no Proviſion in the Caſe os Bs 
if we leave this Hole unmended, till that which is the 
port of our Conſtitution, a free Election, has fallen Went. 
it will be impoſſible to preyent our Conſtitution's 
through at the ſame Time, and both muſt certainly peri 
in the Gulph of Corruption. r 
„For this Reaſon, my Lords, T hope, I muſt beg, tht 
a Negative may not be put upon the Reſolution now propel 
ed; if a Negative ſhould be put upon it, if it ſhould be even 
but delayed, I ſhall moſt heartily wiſh the Motion had neyer 
been made; for it will be a Foundation for ſo much Triamph 
to the Dealers in Corruption, if any there be; it will cf 
ſuch a Damp upon all future Attempts againſt Corruption, 
that I am afraid the Practice will ſoon come to be barefaced 
in every Part of our Conſtitution. ' 
Then the Queſtion being put, That the Queſtion be now 
put upon the abave Motion, it was reſolved in the Negative. 


Contents 43 J 60 Not Contents 73 $ 35 


Proxies — 17 Proxies 26 
. YES aan, „ 

. Becauſe we apprehend that this Reſolution, being only 
—_— * = declaratory of undeniable Truths, ought-not to have been+ 
being 209d in voided by a previous Queſtion, fince, we fear, the leaving it un- 
the Negative. determined may tend to encourage Practices dangerous to our 
Conſtitution in general, and to the Honour and Dignity of 

this Houſe in particular. N e 
IT. Becauſe we think this Houſe cannot ſhew too ſtrong an 
Abhorrence of Practices, which, whether they have been com- 
mitted or not in former Elections, are yet of ſuch a Nature 
as may. poſlibly hereafter be attempted by a Miniſter, who 
may find it neceſſary to try all Methods to ſecure a Majority 
in this Houſe, either to promote his future ambitious View, 
or ſcreen his paſt criminal Conduct. „ e 


Suffolk, Marchmont, Shaftsbury, Gower, Carteret, Bed. 
ford, Ker, Briſtol, Bolton, Chefterfield, Willoughby & 
Broke, Tadcaſter, Cardigan, Foley, Litchfield, Teverdale, 
Abingdon, Strafford, Bathurſt, Coventry, Berkſhire, Tha 
net, Stair, Aylesford, Cobham, Bruce, Oxford and Mer- 
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AE im- timer, Craven, Northampton, Griffin, Mar 
Oo Cod Winchelſea and Nottingham, Boyle, Montroſe. © 


mittee to inquire foe 
of proper Me- | | * 
thods to encou= March 26. The Houſe was moved, That the Select Com- 
wer the Trade mittee appointed the 7th Inſtant to conſider of the Repre 
of the Plantati- ſentation of the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations re 


„ and for the! . 5 
bans 2 lating to the Laws made, Manufactures ſet up, and — 
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carried on in any of his Majeſty's Colonies and Plantations in Anno 7. Geo. II. 
Inerica, which may have affected the Trade, Navigation, 2734 + 
and Manufactures of this Kingdom, be impowered to i- 


quire of the proper Methods for the Encouragement and Se- 
curity of all Trade and Manufactures in the faid Plantations, 
which no Way interfere with the Trade of Great Britain, 
and for the better Security of 'the Plantations themſelves. 

And a 1 being ſtated thereupon, it was propoſed 
after the Word Encouragement to leave out and Security; 
which being objected to, and Debate had thereupon, the Queſ- 
tion was put, whether the Words and Security ſhall ſtand 
Part of the Queſtion ; it was reſolved in the Negative, by 
52 againſt 28. | 3 | 

Then it was propoſed, That theſe Words at the latter 
End of the Motion, vix. and for the better Security of the 
Plantations themſelwes, be left out; but the ſame being ob- 
jetted to, the Queſtion was put, whether theſe Words ſhall 
ftand Part of the Queſtion ? and it was reſolved in the Ne- 
ative. | | . 


Diſentient 


Becauſe we apprehend, that if the Safety of the Plan-Proteft Ao Ne- 
tations themſelves is not thought a Matter worthy the Con- Sn the dada Mar 


ſideration of the Parliament, it is of little Conſequence to tion. 


conſider of their Laws, Manufactures, or Trade. 


Bedford, Bathurſt, Berkſhire, Tweedale, Abingdon, Co- 
wventry, Strafford, Tadcafter, Litchfield, Thanet, Carte- 
ret, Winchelſea and Nottingham, Bolton, Aylesford, 
Gower, Stair, Northampton, Montroſe, Briſtol, March- 
mont, Cardigan, Craven. _ „„ 

Then the Queſtion was put, whether the ſaid Committee 

ſhall be impowered to inquire of the p Methods for the 
Encouragement of all Trade and Manufactures of the Plan- 
tations in America, which no way interferes with the Trade 
of Great Britain, or which may be of Uſe to Great Bri- 
tain? and it was reſolved in the Negative. 8 85 


Diſentient | | 5 
I. Becauſe we apprehend, that the new Powers propoſed 
to be given to the Committee, were not only expedient, but 
abſolutely neceſſary, ſince (by the Account given by ſeveral 
Lords who attended the Committee, and contradicted by 
none) it appeared to the Houſe, that from the Informati- 
ons of Merchants of undoubted Credit, Jamaica, Bar- 
badres, and the Leeward Iſlands, were in ſo defenceleſs 
a Condition, that they might be taken in Twenty 
1734. „„ e 
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Anno 7. Geo, II. four Hours; and we conceive that ſuch imminent Danger of 
1734. _ ſuch valuable Poſſeſſions required an immediate and minute 
Examination, in order to diſcover the Cauſes and Nature of 
the Danger, and to apply proper and adequate Remedies, 
II. Becauſe we conceive, that the chief Reaſon urged in 
the Debate againſt this Inquiry, is the ſtrongeſt Argument 
imaginable for it, wiz. That it might diſcover the Weak. 
neſs of theſe Iſlands in the preſent critical JunQure of Af. 
fairs, and invite our Enemies to invade them.: Whereas, we 
think, that this critical Iuncture calls upon us to put our Poſ. 
ſeſſions in a State of Defence and Security in all Events; 
and ſince we cannot ſuppoſe, that their preſent defenceleſ 
Condition is unknown to thoſe Powers who are the mot 
likely to take the Advantage of it, we apprehend it to be 
both prudent and neceſſary, that thoſe Powers ſhould at the 
ſame Time know, that the Care and Attention of this 
Houſe was employed in providing for their Security, 
We conceive likewiſe, that ſuch an Argument may tend to 
debar a Houſe of Parliament from looking into any of our 
Affairs, either Foreign or Domeſtick, if in any Tranſaction 
at any Time there ſhall appear to have been a weak, 
treacherous, or negligent Management, the Directors will 
never fail to lay hold of that Argument, to flop any parlia- 
mentary Inquiry ; and the Fear of diſcovering a National 
Weakneſs may be urged only to prevent the Detection of 

miniſterial Negligence or Guilt. | N 
III. Becauſe we have found by Experience, that we can 
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never be too attentive to the Preſervation of the Poſlefſions f 
and Dependencies of this Kingdom, ſince 'Treaties alone S 
will not bind thoſe Powers, who, from the Proximity of t 
their Situation, from favourable Opportunities, or other f 
Inducements, may be tempted to attack or invade them. G 
But the Interpoſition of a Bri/i/5 Parliament will be more Wl © 
reſpected, and more effectual, than the occaſional Expedi- d 
ents of fluctuating and variable Negociations, which, in for- 0 
mer Times, have been often more adapted to the preſent Ne- [ 
ceſſities of the Miniſter, than to the real Honour, and laſting M 
Security of the Nation. | — 0 | ec 
IV. Becauſe we apprehend, the debarring this Houſe from It 
any Inquiry into the Conduct of Mipiſters for the Time paſt, 
or from giving their Advice in Matters of great Concern to, e 
the Publick, for the Time to come, tends to deſtroy the very 2! 
Being of this Houſe, and, of Conſequence, the whole Frame 00 


of our Conſtitution : And how melancholy a View muſtit 
be to all his Majeſly's Subjects, to ſee the private Property Wa 
of ſo many Particulars, and ſo advantageous a Trade to the 
Whole, refuſed to be brought under the Inſpection of this 
Houſe, and yet, as far as appears to us, totally * 

ö 


5 _ =, „ 


— 
>. 


E'» — WD, · _8OWw-ye2Ww wo.  17rtT60 757 7, 


_ . * — 


e 
the Adminiſtration ? And we are the more ſurpriſed to find Anno 7. Geo. II. 
this Backwardneſs, with Regard to the Intereſt of our Colo- 373+ | 
nies, fince we are perſuaded, that the Balance of 'Trade at — ie. 
preſent is againſt us in moſt Parts of the World, and only | 
compenſated in ſome Degree by what we gain by our Vet- 
ndia Trade: Neither can we allow, that they ought to be 
left to look after themſelves, ſince they have a Right to Fo 
claim even more than the Protection of their Mother-Coun- 
try, by the great Wealth they annually tranſmit to it, and 
the great Duties they pay to the Increaſe of the Publick 
Funds, and the Civil Liſt ; and we are fully convinced, that 
if this beneficial Trade ſhould once be loſt, it will be irreco- 
coverably loſt, to the infinite Damage of this Kingdom. 
For tho* the Iſlands ſhould be reſtored to us afterwards, the 
Utenſils and Stock of Negroes being carried away, it would 
take up a long Tract of Time, and would be a very great 
Expence to the Publick, to re-inſtate them in their preſent 
Condition: We rather think it impracticable to reſtore them, 
tho' we can by no Means ſuppoſe it difficult, by timely Pre- 
caution, to prevent their Deſtructiooe. 


Cheflerfield, Tadcafter, Coventry, Thanet, Carteret, Win- 
cheljea and Nottingham, Stair, Bedford, Northampton, 
Strafford, Bolton, Montroſe, Abingdon, Berkſhire, Ba- 
thurſt, Litchfield, Taweedale, Gower, Marchmont, Bri- 
fol, Cardigan, Foley, Craven. | ao 


March 28. The Houſe went into a Committee upon a Bill 
from the Commons, To prevent the infamous Pradiice of = ering 2 
Stockjobbing 3 and the ſaid Bill being read a ſecond Time, Stockjobbing. 
the Earls of Warwick and Cholmondeley, and Lord Herwey, 
ſpoke againſt the Bill: Their Lordſhips urg'd, That the . ä — 
Grandeur and Strength of a Nation depended upon publick deley. 
Credit, which was a Thing of a very tickliſh Nature, and Ld Hervey. 
did not always depend upon Reaſon, but upon the Opinions ; 
of Men; and therefore it was very dangerous to make any 
Innovations with Reſpect to our publick Funds; for tho' one 
Man might have a good Opinion of the Innovation propoſ- 
ed, yet he could not tell what Opinion others might have of 
it 


That all human Regulations, all human Affairs, were ſub- 
ject to Imperfections and Inconveniences, and therefore Le- 
gillators had in all Countries been forced to ſuffer ſmall In- 
conveniences for the ſake of greater Conveniences ; which 
Vas really the Caſe then before them; for tho' Stock · jubbbing 
vas an Inconvenience, yet conſidering how much it contribu- 
ted to the ready Circulation of Money, and to the ſupporting 
the Credit of our Funds, it was therefore to be tolerated. 


* That the Credit of our Funds depended very much upon 
| the 


\ 


| (ahh 

Anno 7. Gee. 11; the ready Acceſs that People had at all Times to their Mo 
74. ney, and that this ready Acceſs was chiefly owing to the 
Practice of Stock-jobbing ; by this Practice it was, that every 
Man was always ſure of finding a Purchaſer for his: Stock 
whenever he had a Mind to fell, and by this only it wa, 
that there was always a certain and fixed Market-Price upa 
every one of our publick Funds; whereas, ſhould this Prac- 
tice be entirely deſtroyed, it might ſoon become as difficult t 
find a Purchaſer for Stock, or to aſcertain the Price of it 
as it is now with reſpect to Land; and the concluding of 
Bargain might become as tedious in the one Caſe as it i n 

in the other, | 3 
That at preſent our People got by Commiſſion and I 
kerage from Foreigners at leaſt 80,000 /. per Annum, which 
would be intirely Joſt to the Nation, if that Bill ſhould paſ 
into a Law; becauſe all Tranſactions of that Nature, eve 
in our own publick Funds, would then be carried on upon the 
Exchange of Ap/terdam ; and it was well Known, that whe 
any Branch of Trade is diverted and turned out of its ol 
Channel, it is no eaſy Matter to bring it back again and 
therefore, tho' the Bill was to continue but for three Years, they 
could not agree to it, becauſe if the Trade of buying and 
ling any of our publick Funds ſhould be turned out f thi 
Kingdom for three Years only, it might not be in our Foyer 

to bring it back again. . 
« That if the Creditors of the Publick were not allowed « 
free and uncontrouled a Liberty of diſpoſing of theix 12 

ties in the publick Funds, as of any other Part of theit 

perty, it would not only prevent People's becoming Puch 
ſers of any of our preſent Funds, but it would prevent Pes 
ple's lending their Money to the Government upon any i BR | 
ture Emergency, which might be attended with the molt is , 
tal Conſequences, | | © 42 
That in all other Branches of Trade, there was a free » BW - 
berty allowed to every Perſon that had a Mind to inſure ku 
Stock in Trade: That the ſelling of Stock for time, and tis fy 
giving of Money for the Put of Stock (as it was called u 
Exchange-alley) was nothing elſe but a Way of inſuying the th 
principal Money which a Man had in the publick Fund; BW d 
and the preventing a Man from taking that Method of f- T 
curing his Property in the Funds, would be a very gra de 
Hardſhip upon all the Creditors of the Public. an 
That it was doing an Injuſtice to the Perſons concerned BN v 
the publick Funds; becauſe it was a ſubjecting them to C. ve 
ditions and Reſtraints which they were not ſubjecled to, , K. 
could poſſibly dream of, when they lent their Money to tit | 
Publick ; which was really in Effect taking ſo much of u hob 
Property from them; for it was certain, that every ſon 5 Ne 
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Property was of the leſs Value, the more Conditions and Re- Anno 7. Geo. II. 
rictions it was ſubjected to: Nor could any Argument in 2734 
Favour of the Bill be drawn from that Law which bad been 
made againſt laying Wagers about publick Affairs; becauſe 
thoſe that might be concerned in ſuch Wagers had never pur- 
chaſed from the Publick a Privilege to lay any ſuch; where- 
25 the Creditors of the Publick had in ſome manger purchaſed - 
a Privilege of taking any ' Method they thought proper for 
making the moſt of the Property they had in the publick 
Funds. | SENT | 
© The Earls of Strafford, Yay, and Winchelſea, the Lords E. of Strafford. 
Bathurſt and Hardwick, ſpoke for it: Their Lordſhips al- E. of Ilay. 
ledo'd, That there was really no Difference between Stock- E. of Winchel- 
"bing and gaming; or if there was any, it conſiſted N W A 
in this, that the former was much more fatal in its Conſe- IA Hardwick. 
quences, and much more deſtructive than the other; for if 
any Man frequented Hazard-Tables, Horſe-racing, Cock- 
fphting, or any other Sort of publick Gaming, it became 
ſoon known in the World, and thereby every Man was ad- 
vertifed to draw his Effects out of ſuch a Man's Hand, and 
not to give him any Truſt or Credit, ſo that if ſuch Men 
came to be ruined, they generally could loſe nothing but 
their own Eſtates, and none ſuffered by their Folly or ill 
Conduct but themſelves and their Families; whereas in the 
Tranſactions in Exchange-A/ley, they might be, and gene- 
rally were carried on in the Dark ; it was not known who 
were principally concerned, by which Means a Man might 
game for Thouſands, without its being ſo much as ſuſpec- : 
ted that he had ever ventur'd a Farthing in that Way? 
whereby it generally happened that not only the Gameſter . 
himſelf was ruined, but many innocent Men, concerned 
with him in an honeſt and fair Way of Trade, found them- 
ſelves undone, when they had good Reaſon to think them- 
{elves abſolutely ſecure. | | h | 

© That Stock-jobbing was worſe than Gaming in this o- 
ther Reſpect, that Gaming of any other Kind might be car- 
ried on upon a fair and equal Footing, but it was impoſlible 
that Stock-jobbing ever could; for there muſt always be 
ſome Perſons behind the Curtain, who muſt neceſſarily know 
a great deal more of the Game than it was poſſible for the o- 
ther Adventurers to know, by which Means they always had 
an Opportunity of cheating their Fellow-Gamefters out of 
what Sums of Money they had a mind ; and it was but too 
well known that Men had often made an unjuſt Uſe of the 
Knowledge they had in this Way. RE] os | 
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6 . That by the Means of this infamous Practice of Stock- 
of Jobbing, it was always in the Power of ſome of our Foreign 
a *ghbours to lay a heavy Tax upon this Nation, and to 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. draw a great deal of Money out of it, whenever they 
1734. 


their Correſpondents here, to raiſe large Sums of Money, by 


the Bill, it was ſaid, That publick Credit, twas true, 


were always founded upon Reaſon, when People were il 


as appeared Evidently from this, that the Soutb- Sea Milli 


could not be in the leaſt diminiſhed by the Bill then befor 


6248) 


proper; for as the Prices of all our publick Funds mat a 
ways depend, in ſome Meaſure, upon the Circumſtances of 
Foreign Affairs, and muſt vary according as thoſe Cireum 
ſtances vary, it would always be in the Power of the Mink 
ſters of ſome of the Foreign Courts of Europe, by Mean of 


giving out a little for the Refuſal or for the Put, of fome al 
our publick Funds. — 4h . 7 
And in Anſwer to the Arguments made Uſe of again 


f 


pended upon the Opinions of Men, but then thoſe Opiniq 


informed, and had Time to think coolly about the Ma 
which could not well happen, as long as the Game of Stall 
jobbing was allowed, for 'Thouſands of Lies would be dll 
invented to deceive the weak and ignorant; and Men wal 
always run head-long into the Buying or Selling, or de 
in Puts and Refuſals, not according to the real intrinſic 
lue of the Thing to be bought or ſold, but according 
their Opinion of the Price's being about to fall or rig 
© That the Credit of our Funds did not depend up 
gaming or Stock-jobbing in them, but rather ſuffered 


ties, in which there was little or no gaming, had 
bore a higher Price than the Stock, in Proportion 
Dividends made upon both; and it was certain, th 
Man who was not poſſeſſed with ſomething of the Split of 
Gaming, would put a greater Value upon that Seealit 
which he was ſure of ſelling again for what it coſt H 
upon a Security by which he run the Riſk of loſing i. 
ning a great Deal: And as to the Certainty and I ble 
neſs of the Price, the Price of Annuities had a bern 
more certain, and invariable than the Price of iber 
publick Fund, which ſhewed that Stock-jobbing rathemtend- 
ed towards unſettling, than towards fixing the Priced any 
of our publick Funds. | EP 
| © That the Readineſs of finding a Purchaſer for anyiFhing, 
depended upon the People's being certain as to Vale, 
as to the Right, and as to the Method of conveying the 
Thing to be fold; and to this Certainty win Neipel 
to our publick Funds, it was owing that the Proprietors bal 
then ſo ready an Acceſs to their Money, and notat-all u 
the Practice of Stock-jobbing ; therefore as this Certain 
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them, the Proprietors of the publick Funds would; withot 
doubt, have as ready Acceſs to their Money after the paling 
of that Bill, as ever they had before, =_ Tix 
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« That it could not well be ſuppoſed that ever our People. 
had made in any one Year 80,000 /. by Brokerage and Com-. 


miſſion from Foreigners dealing in our Funds; but whatever | 


had been made in that Way could not by the Bill be diminiſh- 


ed; for it was certain that buying and ſelling in the gaming 
| Way could not be carried on by Commiſſion, there could be. 


no Commiſſion or Brokerage paid by Foreigners to our People 
* but when a Transfer was actually made, and when a 


"Transfer is to be made, ſome Truſtee or- Correſpondent here 


muſt ſtill be employed; ſo that nothing but the Game of 


dam; and 1 


$tock-jobbi 7 could be carried to the Exchange of Amſter- 


all our Gameſters, as well as the Game, were 


| tranſported thither, it would be no great Loſs to the Nation. 


That it was to be hoped the publick Credit of this Na- 
tion depended upon a much more ſtable Foundation than that 


| of Stock- jobbing; and it was not to be preſumed that the 


Creditors of the Publick had purchaſed, or that they ever 


intended by their lending Money to the Government, to 


haſe a Privilege of ſetting up a Gaming Table in the 
op of the City of London ; and to pretend that the 
* a certain Method by which the Property of the 
u 


blick Funds was to be transferred from one to another, 
was a Reſtraint put upon the Liberty of diſpoſing of ſuch - 


Funds, or that it would any way diminiſh. the Value of 


50 7. Geo. II. 
1734. 


them, was the ſame Thing as to pretend that the Statute of | 
the 2gth of Charles II. againſt fraudulent Conveyances of 


Land-Eſtates, was a Reſtraint put upon the Liberty of diſ- 
poling of ſuch Eſtates ; or that the AR for regiſtering ſuch 


Conveyances within the County of Midd/e/ex, had dimi- 
niſhed the Value of Land within that County ; whereas it + 


was never yet imagined but that the Proprietors of Land- 
Eſtates had as full .a Liberty of diſpoſing of ſuch Eſtates 


ſince the ſaid Act of the 29th of Charles II. had paſſed as 


ever they had before; and it was well known that the Act 
for eſtabliſhing a Regiſter within the County of Middleſex, 
had rather ; eaſed than diminiſhed the Value of Land 
within that County. „ | 
That as Bargains for Time were ſtill to be allowed, the 


publick Creditors might thereby inſure their principal Money 


in the Publick Funds in the ſame Manner as they had done 
before; but as for the Praftice of giving Money for the 


Put of Stock, if it was to be called an Inſurance, it was a 


very odd ſort of one ; for by that Method a Man was to 
inſure not only his own Property in the Publick Funds, but 
in ſome Manner the whole Publick Funds of England; which 
was juſt the ſame as if a Man concerned only in one Ship 
ſhould give.a Premium for the Inſurance of ſuch a Sum of 

1734. 5 | Money 


Ge TT 
| ii ICI EI 8 
Anno 7. Geo. II. Money upon the ſaſe Return of all the Ships beloty 
1734. . Great Britain. 1 „ 
— O pon reading the laſt Clauſe, by which the Bill was ma 
Ld Delaware. to continue for three Years, the Lord Delaware moved, 
- © Phat it might be made to continue but for one Yea, 
and to the End of next 7 of Parliament. * 3 
„Lord Bathurſt was againſt this Amendment; his Lordi 
1 ſaid, That fo a hott Term might very probably c. 
courage the Stock jobbing Gameſters to enter into a Com-. 
bination for raiſing. Inconveniences and evil Conſequences, 
which they might perhaps be able to ſupport and Keep up 
for ſo ſhort a Time by ſome fraudulent and artful Manage 
ment, in order to make People ſick of the Bill, and there. 
by prevent its being continued; whereas if it was made'ty 
continue for three Years, Things would in that Time take 
their natural Courſe ; the Gameſters could not hope 9 
keep up by Art and Management any Sort of Inconveni- 
ences, but thoſe which really proceeded from the Nature 
of the Bill; and therefore in order to know the natal 
and real Conſequences of it, it was neceſſary to giſe a 
Continuance for at leaſt three Years. Ws 
E. of Ilay. The Earl of Jay ſpoke for this Amendment, and the 
E. of Strafford. Farl of Strafford and the Earl Poulet againſt, it. At laf 
F. Poulet. the Queſtion being put, it was carried againſt the Amend- 
nent propoſed, by 27 againſt 16; and the Bill afterward: 
paaſs'd into a Law. | W 
Debate on a March 28. The Duke of Nequce /tle acquainted the Houſe, 
Meſſage N he had a Meſſage from his Majeſty to that Houle, 
22 pon he mp ſigned by his Majeſty, which he preſented to the "Houſe 
ment his Forces and the ſame, _ being read by the Lord Chancellot, yas to 
by Sea and Land, the Effect as follows, vis. £8 N50 
during the Re- That as the War which had broke out in E . 
ox Ag Parlia- "happily continued, his Majeſty had nothing more at Hear 
than to ſee that Flame extinguiſhed, and to avoid, poll 
ble, the engaging his Subjects in the Hazards and Expen 
of a War; being at the ſame Time deſirous, neither to 
give any juſt Alarm to other Nations, nor to ſabje& hin 
ſelf to any unprovoked Inſults. _ 


© That to the End his Majeſty's Endeavours, in jane 
tion with his Allies, for procuring an Accommodation, 
might in due Time have the deſired Effect; and that hv 
Majeſty might be in a Condition to make good Juch Er. 
gagements as Honour, Juſtice and Prudence might all upon 
him to fulfil and contract; and that his Kingdams migtt 
not be left expoſed to any deſperate Attempts, during fuct 
Time, as it might be impoſſible for his Majeſty de haye ts 
immediate Advice and Aſſiſtance of his great Council, up 
any Emergency ariſing from the preſent Poſtute of * 
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in Europe, which might nearly concern the . Intereſt and Anno 3. Geo, II. 
Safety of theſe Kingdoms ; his Majeſty hoped that he 1734. 
ſhould be enabled and ſupported by his Parliament, in ma- 
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ing ſuch farther Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea 
or Land, as might be abſolutely neceſſary for the Honour 
and Defence of his Kingdoms, and in concerting ſuch Mea - 
ſures as the Exigency of Affairs might require. 40 

That whatever Expence ſhould be thereby occaſioned, 
ſhould be made in as frugal a Manner as was poflible, and 
that an Account thereof ſhould be laid before the next Par- 
lament. A PS Ret AE AAP 

This Meſſage the Houſe reſolved to take into Confide- 
ration the next Day; accordingly, on the 2gth, the Duke 
of Newcaſtle ſtood up and ſpoke as follows Lt | 

My Lords, 5 | pl ng” | 

As his Majeſty has been always careful not to put his 
People to any greater Expence, than what was abſolutely 
neceſſary for their own Safety, ſo in the Beginning of this 
Seſſion of Parliament, he aſked for no greater Augmenta- 
tion either of Land or Sea Forces than what he thought 
was neceſſary for the Defence of this Nation; and after the 
moſt mature Deliberation, his Majeſty's Demands upon that 
Occaſion were thought ſo juſt and reaſonable, that they 
wer2 agreed to by both Houſes of Parliament. 

There was then, my Lords, a War broke out in Eu- 
ne, which made it neceſſary for us to make ſome little 
Addition to our Naval Force at Home, and to the Garri- 
ſons of our fortified Places Abroad ; but as we did not 
ſtand obliged by any former Engagement to take any Share 
in that War, therefore the Expence we have as yet put 
ourſelves to upon that Occaſion is but very incon ſiderable; 
and as his Majeſty has not yet engaged himſelf upon either 
Side of the Queſtion, as there has not ſince any Alteration 
happened with Reſpe to the Circumſtances a Great Britain 
in particular, ſo his Majeſty does not think it neceſſary for 
us to put ourſelves immediately to any greater Expence than 
what was then judged to be neceſſary ; but as the Fate of 
War is very uncertain, and as the Liberties of Europe very 
much depend upon the Event of the 1 War, , there- 
fore it is impoſſible to foreſee but that his Majeſty may be 
obliged to take ſome Share in the War, in order to pre- 
lerve the Balance of Power, on which depend the Li- 
berties of Europe, and conſequently the, Liberties of this 
Kingdom, Ss et Tai a je OST. 

* If then, my Lords, upon any future and ſudden Emer- 
gency, his Majeſty ſhould find himſelf under a Neceſſity of 
immediately joining either one Side or the other, we may 
moſt certainly expect, that thoſe he joins againſt will en- 
T9345 . 1 i 2 . deavour 


- D. of Newcaſtle, 


1734. 


Lord Carteret. 


. 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. deavour to inſult * invade this Nation, eſpecially if they 


know that we are no Way prepared for our own Defence : 
Nay, I do not know but that our continuing neutral may 
diſoblige both Sides; and if either can expect to engage 
this Nation in their Favour, by produeiug a Change in our 
Government, they will probably for that Purpoſe attempt 
to invade us, if they ſhould be encouraged to make ſuch an 
Attempt by our preſent Government's not'being in a proper 
Condition to reſiſt them. There is not indeed any Occa- 
ſion at preſent” to fear ſuch Attempts ; there is not the leaſt 
Appearance that any of the Powers now engaged in War 
will attempt to offer us any Inſult ; but as the Politicks and 
Reſolutions of Foreign Courts are not to be depended on, 


as no Perſon can pretend to foreſee every Thing that may | 


happen, his Majeſty is willing to have it in his Power to 
provide in Time againſt the worſt ; and I think we are in 
Daty bound to enable him to do ſo ; therefore I hope your 
Lordſhips will agree to the Motion I am to make, which 
is, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majelty, 
to expreſs the dutiful and grateful Senſe which this Houſe 


concei res of his Royal Care and Attention for the Honour 


and Security of his Kingdoms ; to declare their unalterable 
Fidelity to his Majeſty, and their earneſt Deſire, that his 
Endeavours for an Accommodation may be effectual ; and 
that his Majeſty may in all Events be in a Condition to 
make good ſuch Engagements as Honour, Juſtice and Pre 
dence may call upon Li to fulfil or contract; and that 
his Dominions may not be expoſed to any deſperate At 
tempts, eſpecially at a Time when it may be impoſſible 
for the great Council of the Nation to be immediately con- 
vened ; to give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that 
this Houſe will chearfully ſupport him in making ſuch far- 
ther Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, 
as ſhall be neceſſary for the Honour and Defence of his 
Kingdoms, and in concerting ſuch Meaſures as the Exigency 
of Affairs may require; and to return his Majeſty the 
Thanks of this Houſe for his gracious Declaration, that at 
Account of any Augmentations made, and Services per. 
formed, ſhall be laid before the next Parliament: 
Houſe repoſing an entire Confidence in his Majeſty's Royal 
Wiſdom and paternal Concern for the true Intereſts of by 
People. =” | OT, 
Lord Carteret ſpoke next. . 
My Lords, © 3 
As no Sort of Information has been given to this Houſe 


_ 


about the preſent State of our Foreign Affairs, or about th 


Engagements we now lye under with reſpe& to all or any of 
the Powers engaged in War: As every Thing tending to gn 
| Tick 1 
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ent Queſtion as we might otherwiſe have done. As for my 
ſelf, I think I cannot ſpeak properly to it, in any other Way 
than as it relates to our own Conſtitution, and in that Light I 
cannot but be againſt it; for it muſt be admitted, that the De- 
mand now made upon us, is a Demand of a very extraordi- 
nary Nature; it is ſuch a Demand as ought never to be com- 
plied with, but when the Nation is in the moſt "imminent 
Danger, and even in ſuch a Caſe, the Reaſons for apprehend- 
ing ſuch a Danger ought to be communicated to this Houſe 
in a regular Manner, before we can either in Honour or Du- 
ty comply with it. : fas 3 
It has always, my Lords, been admitted, that Speeches 
from the Throne are to be looked on as Speeches from the 
Miniſters of State: Upon this Footing it is that this Houſe 
has always, with a great Deal of Freedom, taken ſuch 
Speeches into their Conſideration ; and I muſt be of Opinion 
that Meſſages from his Majeſty to this Houle are to be looked 
on in the ſame Manner; for which Reaſon I hope, the Duty 
or the Reſpe& we owe to his Majeſty, will not be mentioned 
in the preſent Debate. No Man can be more ready than I 
am to grant every Thing to his Majeſty, that ſhall appear to 
be neceſſary for the Support of his Crown and Dignity ; but 
whatever is to be granted for that Purpoſe, ought to be grant- 
ed in a regular Manner, and according to thoſe Methods and 
Forms which our Anceſtors have laid down for the Preſerva- 
tion of our Conſtitution ; and even in that Way, it is incon- 
fſtent with the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, to make 
any ſuch Grant upon a meer Suggeſtion from the Miniſters - 
that it is neceſſary, No, my Lords, the Reafons, the Cauſes 
of that Neceſſity ought to be laid before the Houſe, and then 
every Lord in this Houſe may depend upon his own Judg- 
ment ; whereas he who agrees to ſuch a Grant without any 
ſuch Information, cannot be ſaid to depend upon his ownJudg- 
ment, but upon that of the Miniſters for the Time being. 
Jam, my Lords, fincerely of Opinion, that the Nation 
ought to be put in a much better State of Defence: It is 
what ought to have been done before now ; but why was not 
his propoſed at the Beginning of the Seſſion ? Is there any 
Thing has happened fince that Time which can alter any 
Man's Opinion in this Reſpe&, or can make him believe 
that it is now become more neceſſary than it was at that 
Time ? If any ſuch Propofition had then been made, both 
Houſes of Parliament would have had Time to have taken 
the State of the Nation, with Reſpe& both to our foreign 
and domeſtick Affairs, into their Conſideration, and "_ 
| caſily 
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Anno 7. Geo, II. eaſily have provided in a regular and. uſual:-Manne 5 
1734" ting the Nation into a proper State of Dn 3 but the ne 
— geie&ing to make any ſuch Propoſition. at that Time, and th, 
bringing it in now by Way of Surpriſe upon us, when it cy. 
not be ſo much. as;pretended that we have any Thing now.y 
apprehend which we ought not then to have apprehendel, 

really ſeems as if ſome Gentlemen were afraid leſt we ſhc 
reſolve to examine narrow ly into the preſent State ph 6 5 
tion of our Affairs; and this, I think, ought to be a Real 
rather for our refuſing than for our agreeing to any ſuch ine. 

gular aud precipitate Reſolution as is now propoſed to us. 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that it was not then neceſſary u 
put the Nation into a better State of Defence than what um 
at that Time propoſed ; ſuppoſe that it is not even noꝶ nece{- 
ſary to make any new Addition to our Forces, either by Se 
or Land, but that the ſame may become neceſſary in a little 
Time; why may we not provide for ſuch an Accident, at. 
cording to the;rggular Courſe. of proceeding in Parliament! 
What Neceſſity is there for putting ſo ſpeedy an End to thi 
Seſſion of Parliament! Why may we not take Time to bring 
in a Bill for doing whatever ſhall appear to be negeſſar far 
providing againſt any ſuch Emergency ? By ſuch a. Methal 
of proceeding both Houſes will have Time to call fog ander- 
amine ſuch Things as may be neceſſary for giving them an 
Inſight into our Circumſtances both Abroad and at Home: 
And if from ſuch an Inquiry it ſhall appear abſolately nee 
fary to give his Majeſty the ample and unlimited. Power non 
demanded, is it to be ſuppoſed that any Lord in this Houſe, 
or any Member of the other, will be more averſe to the 
granting of ſuch a Power, when the Neceſlity for doing {ou 
made appear to him, than he was before that Neceſhty, wa 
made apparent, or indeed any the leaſt Reaſon for it aſſigned} 
I will grant, my Lords, that the Fate of Wat is ut 
certain; I will likewiſe grant, that the Event of the preſent 
War is of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Liberties of Rur, 
and conſequently to this Nation; but his Majeſty has told us 
that he is not engaged as yet to take any Share in the War: 
Suppoſe then that this Parliament were diſſolved, anda new 
one ſummoned ; that new Parliament may meet in two Mantls 
Time, and in that Time it is impoſlible that any Emergency 
can happen of ſuch Conſequence as to oblige his Majeſty in. 
mediately to join either of the Parties now engaged in War. 
The Balance of Power in Eurepe may be overturned, but it 
cannot be ſo ſuddenly overturned as not to give his Majely 
an Opportunity of having the Advice and Aſſiſtance of ane 
Parliament, before he declares himſelf of either Side af the 
Queſtion : In which Caſe that new Parliament may, and cet 


tainly will provide both for the Safety and Hema " 
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ſerved by every Parliament. 1 
2 . Safety and Defence of the Nation is always to be 
vided for; but as there is at preſent uo Neceſſity for doing 
it in any extraordinary Manner, do not, my Lords, let us do 
it in the unprecedented Manner now propoſed. Our agreeing 
to this Propoſition, 1 ould, in my Opinion, my Lords, be a 
moſt certain Prelude to Slavery: Twould be a giving up of 
all our Liberties at once; twould be a putting an abſolute 
power into the Hands of the Crown, to continue till next 
geſſion of Parliament, which would be a moſt dangerous Pre- 
cedent ; for as ſuch are generally improved, it may ſoon after 
be granted for a longer Term, and ſo may at laſt be made 
perpetual. I call it, my Lords, an abſolute Power, becauſe 
we not only give a Power of raifing Forces both by Sea and 
Land, without Limitation, but we give -an unlimited Credit 
for borrowing Money, and we promiſe to make good what- 
ever ſhall be fo borrowed. I hope your Lordſhips will conſi- 
der, That the Liberties of this Nation do not fo much depend 
upon our Charters or our Statute Books, as upon that of the 
People's keeping the Parſe in their own Hands; and if once 
the People ſhould be brought into the Way of giving antici- 
pated Promiſes, they may at laſt be induced to give the Purſe 
entirely out of their Hands, which would put an End to all 

our Liberties at once. A ; 
© It has always been reckoned, my Lords, one of the chief 
Safeguards of our: Conftitution, that the King cannot raiſe and 
keep up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, without the 
Conſent of Parliament ; but if the Parliament ſhould once 
come into the Way of granting, from Time to Time, an un- 
limited Power to raiſe and keep up what Number of Forces, 
by Sea or Land, the Miniſters for the Time being may think 
proper, I would be glad to know of what Uſe this Limitation 
upon the Crown can be of, with reſpect to our Conſtitution ? 
And if by Means of fuch a Power our Conftitutian ſhould 
ever be overturned, would not the Parliament which had 
granted it be juſtly deemed the Betrayers of thoſe who had 
truſted their All to them? We have not, thank God, my 
Lords, any Thing to fear from any Power that may be 

granted to his ns 3 Majefty ; but if ſuch a Precedent ſhould- 
de made, and in any future Reign a Set of Men ſhould 
be at the Head of the Adminiſtration, who had diſobliged 
the whole Nation, who had Reaſon to fear that ſuch a 
New Parliament would be choſen as would call them to an 
Account; would not they, in Purſuance of this Precedent, 
endeavour to get ſuch a Power as this from the laſt Seſſion 
of the expiring Parliament? They would then let the new 
Elections go on, they would ufe all Means and Methods to 
| | corrupt 


* B EN FN 


> 5 2 as = 


ww 
Lan 


* wec]} 6a cc a7, DT. 3.58 oo it 


—” <2 * 


”_ 2 w = -* 5 = iS WV -- 


D > 


Nation, in that proper and regular Method which ought to Anno 7. Geo. II. 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. corrupt and influence them; but if after all they ſhould {@ 
3 ſuch a new Parliament choſen as would call "to an 
| =" Account, and puniſh them for their Wickedneſs, What then 
can we ſuppoſe they would do ? Would not they make 
uſe of the Power ſo treacherouſly granted to them, and 
raiſe ſuch an Army as might enable them to govern; with. 
out any Parliament at all? So that I muſt look upon the 
Propoſition now before us, as laying a Foundation for. fone | 
future Adminiſtration to trample, upon our Conſtitution by the | 
f Power of an Army, whenever they ſhall find they car WW 
_ trample upon it by the Power of Bribery and Corruption, 
© Beſides, my Lords, I do not think that what is noy 
t 
t 
t 


propoſed is legal: I do not really think that any Thin 
can be legally done in Purſuance of it, if it ſhould he + 
greed to; for it is certain that no Forces can be raiſed a 
kept up in this Nation in Time of Peace, but by Conſeat h 
of Parliament ; and the only proper Way of obtaining tha 
Conſent always was ſuppoſed to be by Act of Parliament, 
We have already, my Lords, paſſed the Mutiny Bill; an. 
if any new Forces ſhould be raiſed in Purſuance of this Re 
ſolution, I do not know if they could be comprehende 
under that Law; for as a certain Number is thereby link 
ted, if any more ſhould be raiſed, I doubt much if the 
could, without a new Act of Parliament, be ſubjeRted 9 
the Martial Law. 53 

»I have ſaid, my Lords, that the Propoſition now befor 
us, is a moſt unprecedented Method of providing for the 
Defence of the Nation: It is ſo; it is a Method whid 
was never before practiſed. In all former Times, wi 
this Nation has been threatened with any great and imm 
nent Danger, which made it neceſſary that ſome ex 
dinary Steps ſhould be taken, if it happened in Time d 
Parliament, the King always came or ſent to Parliament 
and not only told us we were in Danger, but how we wer 
in Danger, that from thence we might judge whether tis 
Danger was ſo imminent as to make ſome extraordinan 
Steps neceſſary ; and when it was judged ſo, proper Ma 
ſures have always thereupon been immediately concertal 
for obviating that Danger; but now it ſeems, my Lon 
we are to agree to a moſt extraordinary Meaſure, withoi 
any Reaſon aſſigned, without ſo much as a Pretence tit 
we are in any imminent Danger ; nay, we are even 
that we are not in any imminent Danger ; we are 
that we are not at preſent in Danger of any Inſults or l 
vaſions from Abroad, and I am ſure we are not in Dany# 
of any Inſurrections at Home, uuleſs they ſhould be od 
fioved by our agreeing to this Propoſition : Therefore, if 
Lords, as up Reaſon has been afligned, as I ſee no Real 


' 
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ſor our coming into any extraordinary Meaſure at preſent, 
I cannot but be againſt the Motion. 
The Duke of Argyle ſpoke next. 
My Lords, 3 E 4X 
] have conſidered the Motion now before us with all 
poſſible Attention, and I cannot ſee that there is any Thing 
in it, or in the Motion the noble Duke has been pleaſed to 
make us, ſo very extraordinary or unprecedented as the 
noble Lord has been pleaſed to repreſent. It is certain that 
ſuch Meſſages have been ſeveral Times ſent to Parliament, 
and it is likewiſe certain that ſuch Returns have always 
been made to them as the noble Duke has now been 
to move for, upon occaſion of the preſent Meſſage. It is 
true, that ſach Meſſages have never been ſent but upon ex- 
taordinary Occaſions, and the Reaſons for ſending them 
have always been communicated to Parliament ; and is not 
this the very Caſe at preſent ? What more extraordinary 
Occaſion can be ſuppoſed ? The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt 
admits, that the Liberties of Europe are deeply concerned 
inthe Fate of the preſent War, and may be ſwallowed up b 
the Event ; and can we imagine that the Liberties of this 


er? | | | 

: It muſt therefore be allowed, my Lords, that the Oc- 
caſion of this Meſſage is of the utmoſt Conſequence ; and 
the Reaſons for our being neceſſarily obliged to come to 
ſome immediate Reſolution, are not only in_ themſelves ap- 
parent, but are likewiſe fully expreſſed in his Majeſty's 
Meſſage. The Fortune of War we all know to be extreme! 
ly precarious, and the Changes that happen are often as 
ſudden as they are unlooked for: Some of theſe may lay 
his Majeſty under an indiſpenſable Neceſſity of ſending im- 
mediate Aſſiſtance to the unfortunate Side, in which Caſe 
we may depend on it, that ſome deſperate Attempts will 
be made upon this Nation by the other Side now engag'd 
in the War: Our Neighbours have now great Armies in 
the Field, and ſome of them have powerful Fleets ready to 
put to vea : They are already prepared to execute any At- 
tempt, and when they are in ſuch Circumſtances, we ma 
depend on it, that the Reſolution, as ſoon as taken, will 
be carried into Execution. We all know, that this Parlia- 
ment muſt be ſoon diſſolved, and after it is diſſolved, many 
Weeks muſt interveen before a new Parliament can aſſemble. 
ln the mean Time, his Majeſty may be obliged to declare 
himſelf, and upon that, ſome Attempts may be made, which 
may be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Safety 
of this Nation, before his Majeſty can have the Advice and 
Aſſiſtance of a new Parliament, which makes it abſolutely 
1734 | K k neceſſary 
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Nation are ſecure, when the Liberties of Europe are in Dan- 
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Anno 7. Geo. II. neceſſary for us, before we now ſeparate, to give his My 
21 jeſty a Power to provide againſt the worſt. | 
en agree with the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, thy | 
all Meſſages from the King, as well as Speeches from the 
Throne, when they come to be conſidered in this Hol, 
are to be Jooked on as coming from the Minifters ; there. 
fore we may, with all imaginable Freedom conſider then, 
and whatever may be ſaid upon that Occafion, is always ty 
be preſumed to relate only to the Miniſters, and not to the 
Crown; for which Reaſon, our Duty and Reſpect to hi 
Majeſty, is never upon ſuch Occaſions to be brought any 
Way into the Queſtion. But as to the Meſſage now before 
us, my Lords, it is ſo far from being an extraordinary one, 
that I mult look upon it rather as a Piece of Condeſcenfion 
in the Crown; for it is certain, that upon any Tudde 
Emergency, his Majeſty has a Power, which always hy 
been, and always mult be veſted in the Crown, to provid 
for the Secufity of his Crown and Kingdoms, by raiſing 
Forces either for Land or Sea Service, and borrowing « 
applying Money for that Purpoſe, even without "waiting 
for the, Conſent of Parliament ; and whatever the King my 
upon ſuch Occaſions be obliged to do, will always be ap 
proved of, and provided for by Parliament, as ſoon as they 
meet, in Caſe nothing has been done, nor any Expence 
incurred, but what ſhall appear to be neceſſary ; this is the 
Power his Majeſty has by our Conſtitution, and this is al 
he aſks for by the preſent Meſſage : He aſks only fors 
Power to make ſuch farther Augmentation of his Force, 
either by Sea or Land, as may be abſolutely neceflary fir 
the Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms. 
© This, in my Opinion, my Lords, is as modeſta Ds 
mand, as ever was ſent to Parliament: It ſhews how ca 
tious his Majeſty is of putting his People to any enn 
dinary Expence ; conſidering the preſent Poſture of the 
Affairs of Europe, I believe this Houſe would have thought 
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it but reaſonable, if his Majeſty, at the Beginning of M © 
Seſſion, had aſked for a much greater Augmentation of den 
Forces, both by Sea and Land, than he did at that Time: ty 
Nay, if his Majeſty had now aſked for an immediate Aup ſon 
mentation, inſtead of asking only for a Power to male i, far 
in Caſe it ſhall hereafter appear to be abſolutely neceſſm i loo 
I do not doubt, but your Lordſhips would have compi dl 
with it; but his Majeſty, defirons not to put his People W de 
any Expence, or at leaſt to delay it as long as he nit 
and yet ſollicitous about the Quiet and Safety of his F be 
ple, deſires only the latter; and that Power he applies 85 

a 


to Parliament, tho' he knows it to be veſted in him with 
out any ſuch Application. This is the Light we” the 
- proiei 
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any greater Expence, than what ſhall appear to be abſolutely 


ne neceiſary, there would then be ſome Ground for a Queſtion ; 
1 but in ſuch a Caſe, can the preſent Meſſage, or the Addreſs 
ny propoſed in Anſwer to the Meſſage, be of any Weight on 
Me either Side of that Queſtion ? Can the Miniſters plead in their 
e luſtification, that they had a Power from Parliament to do ſo? 


It is certain they cannot: They muſt anſwer for what they 
have done in the ſame Manner, as if no ſuch Addreſs had 


S 


8 ever been propoſed. For my own Part, my Lords, I am no 
& Miniſter, I never was, nor ever will be a Miniſter, but on all 
0 ſuch Occaſions as the preſent, I muſt think they have a moſt 
a dangerous Taſk : The Danger of not providing in Time for 
op the Safety and Defence of the Nation, and the Danger of 


running the Nation into Expences, which may thereafter be 
thought unneceſſary, are two oppoſite Rocks, which even the 
wileſt Miniſters ought to be afraid of: They will find it diffi- 
cult for them to ſteer the middle Courſe, ſo as to avoid both the 
Extreams: And we muſt conclude it to be the more difficult, 
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ſent entertain any Fears about the Liberties of his Country, 
Iam ſure there is no Ground for ſuch Fears. If any In- 
croachments had been lately made by the Crown, or by the 
Miniſters of the Crown, upon the Rights and Liberties of the 
People, we would have Reaſon, my Lords, to be jealous of 
every Propoſition that came from that Quarter ; but there 
has been no ſuch Attempt lately made, and I believe there 
never was a Time, when private Men enjoyed their Proper- 
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ſon for us to take the Alarm; and the preſent Meſſage is ſo 
far from affording any Foundation for an Alarm, that I muſt 
look upon it as one of the greateſt Pieces of Condeſcenſion 


the Clamours that may have been lately raiſed againſt the Mi- 
nilters of State, if ever there were any ſuch, they ought to 


were very far from being general. There have been ſome 
Clamours againſt all Miniſters, and againſt all future Mini- 
liers we may expect there will be Clamours raifed : Even in 
1734. K k 2 the 


preſent Meſſage ought to be conſidered in, and therefore Anno 7. Geo. II. 
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: whether we ſhould grant ſuch a Power as is now asked for, 
at cannot, I think, be properly, made a Queſtion. 

he Indeed, if the Miniſters ſhould make a bad Uſe of the 
ſe Power now propoſed to be granted to his Majeſty, if they 
* ſhould augment the Forces, either by Sea or Land, without 
n any Neceſſity for ſo doing; if they ſhould put the Nation to 


when we conſider, that to the Bulk of Mankind Dangers ſeem 
huge in their Approach, but diminiſh vaſtly in their Retreat. 

] I am perſuaded none of your Lordſhips are afraid, I can- 
not indeed ſee the leaſt Reaſon why any Man ſhould at pre- 


ty with more Eaſe and Security; therefore I can ſee no Rea - 


that was ever made by any King to his Parliament. As for 


be deſpiſed, becauſe they were without any jult Cauſe, and 
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Anno 7. Oe. . the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; in that Reign which havkew 


Z. of Cheſter- 


ſo often applauded by thoſe who had a Mind to reflect upon 
the preſent, there were Clamours among ſome Sorts of People 
during her whole Reign : Even that great Miniſter Burkig, 
who with ſo great Wiſdom and Moderation, and for fo m 
Years, during her Reign, manag'd the public Affairs of thy 
Nation, could not eſcape : Nay, there were not only Cl 
mours and Diſcontents in that Queen's Reign, but there 
were many Plots too, and even ſome Rebellions raiſed apaink 
her; therefore we are not immediately to conclude, chat Mi. 
niſters are guilty, becauſe there have been ſome little Ch. 
mours and Calumnies raiſed againſt them. W 

Tis true, my Lords, we have already paſſed the Muti 
ny Bill, and in that Bill T muſt likewiſe grant, that a certain 
Number of Land Forces is mentioned; but, in my Opinion, 
the Mutiny Bill always did, and now does extend, not only 
to the Number of Forces therein mentioned, bat to all the 
Land Forces thut ſhould be raiſed within that Year : Howe- 
ver, I am no Lawyer, tho' I am in the Neighbourhood of 2 
very good one, to whom I ſhall leave the Determination of 
this Point, and I hope he will be ſo good as to riſe up and 
give the Houſe his Opinion upon it. TOY 

Then the Earl of Che/erfield ſpoke as follows: 

My Lords, "HOO 

* Notwithſtanding what the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt ly 
been pleaſed to ſay in Favour of the Meſſage now under our 
Conſideration, it till appears to me to be the moſt extraord- 
nary that was ever ſent to this Houſe, I believe no Man wil 
doubt of my Affection to his Majeſty, or of my Readinekto 
agree to every Thing I think abſolutely neceſſary for the Sup 
port of his Crown and Dignity ; but as all ſuch Meſſages are 
preſumed to be framed by the Advice, and upon the Suppe- 
ſtion of thoſe in the Adminiſtration, therefore I, and even 
other Lord- of this Houſe, not only have a Right, but wear 
in Duty bound to examine them narrowly ; and from thence 
if it appears that what is demanded by ſuch a Meflage is not 
at all neceſſary for the Support of his Majefty, or the Safety 
of the Nation, thoꝰ it may be neceſſary for the Support of Mi. 
niſterial Schemes, and perhaps for the Safety of 'Minilteril 
Perſonages, we are both in Duty and Honour obliged not ty 
comply with ſuch a Demand, eſpecially if it appears to be it 
conſiſtent with the Conſtitution, or contrary to the ufual Form 
of proceeding in Parliament, which is plainly the Caſe wich 
Reſpect to the Demand now made upon us; for it mult cer 


tainly be allowed to be contrary to the uſual Form of pro 
ceeding in Parliament; and as it veſts an abſolute Power i 
the. Crown, for as long a Time as the Crown, or rather the 
Miniſters of the Crown, may pleaſe to continue wallet 
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think it conſiſtent with the Conſtitution of our Govern- 4 


nent : I muſt think it the moſt extraordinary Demand that 
was ever made upon any Parliament in this Kingdom; and i 


: the more extraordinary that it comes no at the End of the 
laſt Seffion of a long Parliament: It really appears to me in 
the fame Light, as if an Application ſhould be made to a 
Man on his Death-bed, a Man in his laſt Moments, to be- 
queath all he has in the World to thoſe who are utter Stran- 
to him; nay, to thoſe who have been generally reputed 

his greateſt Enemies. Begg; 75 
« ] cannot agree with the noble Dake that ſuch Meſſages 
have been frequent : It is certain they were never heard of 


'till of late Years ; I doubt if ſuch an unlimited Power was 


ever before asked for; I am ſure ſuch a Power was never 
asked for but when the Nation was in imminent as well ag 
great Danger; for to tell us that the Liberties of Europe 
may be ſwallowed up by the preſent War, and that therefore 
this Nation is in great Danger, is no Excuſe for our breaking 
thro' all tne Forms and Methods of proceeding in Parliament, 
by agreeing to the extraordinary Step now propoſed. I can- 
not think that the Liberties of Europe are in ſo great Danger 
of being ſwallowed up in the Event of the preſent. War as 


ſome People ſeem willing we ſhould believe; but granting 
they were, it is but 2 conſequential Danger to this Nation; 


and to excuſe ſuch an extraordinary Step the Danger ought 
not only to be great, but it ought to be imminent ; I do not 


| think that any Thing ought to force us to make ſuch a Step, 


but when we are in immediate Danger of a powerful Invaſion 
from Abroad, or of a very terrible Inſurrection at Home. 
With reſpect to all other Dangers, we may deliberately pro- 
vide againſt them, according to the uſual Methods of pro- 
ceeding in Parliament; and if Precedents ſhould be ſearched 
into, 1 believe it will appear, that no ſach Meſlage as the 
preſent was ever ſent to Parliament, but when we had good 
Reaſon to apprehend one of the two immediate Dangers I 
have mentioned. | 4957 4, 05, 34-48 

Now, my Lords, in the preſent Caſe it is not ſo much 
as pretended that we are in any imminent Danger; on the 
contrary we are told, that no material Alteration has happen- 
ed fince the Beginning of the Seſſion; therefore if we are 
now in any imminent Danger, we were in the ſame State at 
the Beginning of the Seſſion; and if we were 40 at that 
Time, why were we not then made acquainted with it? If 
we had then been made acquainted with it, we might, long 
before now, have taken the Circumſtances of. the Nation itito 


our Conſideration, and might have fufficiently provided a- 


gainſt the greateſt Danger that can be ſuppoſed in a regular 
ly arliamentary Way : But ſuppoſe, my Lords, ſome conſide- 
| | 1 5 Table 
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affirm or deny, becauſe we have been kept in utter Darkne; 


Breach by our late Treaty of Vienna, by which we Ling 


( 262 ) 
Seſſion, which this Houſe cannot, I think, pretend either m 


with reſpe& to the Situation of our Foreign Affairs; ſuppoſe 
ſome new Dangers are now to be apprehended, which could 
not be thought of or foreſeen at the Beginning of the Seflicy, 
what Neceſlity is there for providing againſt them in a Man- 
ner ſo inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution ? Are they ſo in- 
minent that we have Reaſon to apprehend their coming y 
us in a few Days? It is impoſſible to ſuppoſe any ſuck ; and 
if no ſuch Dangers can be ſuppoſed, what Reaſon have we 
to break thro' all the Forms of Parliament ?. Is there any 
Neceſſity for putting an immediate End to the preſent Seſſion 
of Parliament? No, my Lords, by the Septennial Lam this 
Parliament may continue fitting till the Month of September 
OXober next; before that Time the Dangers. we are bor 
threatned with may blow over, or if they ſhould approach 
nearer, we may provide againſt them in that Manner, and 
according to thoſe Forms which the Wiſdom of our Ancel 
tors has contrived for the Preſervation of our Liberties, 
We are told our Neighbours are at War, they hare 
great Armies in the Field, and powerful Fleets ready to put 
to Sea: What is all this, my Lords, to us? Does not this 
add to the Security of this Nation, inſtead of ſubjecting us to 
any Danger ? If we are no Way engaged in the War (and 
we are told we are not) if we have done nothing to give any 
juſt Alarm, is it to be ſuppoſed that any one of the Powen 
upon the Continent, while it is engaged in a dangerous and 
heavy War with another Power, will do any Thing, or at 
tempt any Thing that may in the leaſt tend to draw the im- 
mediate Vengeance of this Nation upon its Head. Ii 
poſſible to imagine any Nation upon Earth ſo weak, or n. 
ther ſo mad in their Politicks ? I have not, tis true, the 
Honour to have been made acquainted with the ſeveral Et- 
agements we may be under at preſent to Foreign Powen; 
— if I can judge from ſuch of them as have male 
publick ; if I can draw any Concluſion from the many Tres 
ties and Alliances lately made, I muſt conclude that at pre 
ſent we are in good Terms with all the Powers in. Europe i 
leaſt ; therefore I muſt conciude, we cannot be in any Dange 
from any of them; and I hope no Danger we may haye to 
fear from any other Quarter of the World, can be of Weigl 
enough to prevail with this Houſe to agree to ſuch an ext 
ordinary Meaſure. 8 
« I ſhall grant, my Lords, that we might perhaps hart 
offe ded the Imperial Court, by the Treaty made at Haw 
wer with the French; but ſurely we have made up thut 
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couſly, and without the leaſt valuable Conſideration, became Anno 7. Geo. II. 


Guarantees of the Pragmatick Sanction. As to Fraxce, we 
have of late Years heaped ſo many Favours upon that Na- 
tion, that I cannot think they have any Reaſon, or indeed 
any Inclination to do us an Injury: Did not we by the 


Treaty of Hanover, which was made for pulling down the 


overgrown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the follow- 
ing Treaty of Seville, break that cloſe Union which had 
deen contraſted between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
ſo much to the Prejudice of the Court of France And did 


not we thereby oblige Spain to throw herſelf entirely into 


the Arms of France, by which we again united the two great 
Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon? And can we imagine 
that France will diſturb us, while ſhe is making the beſt of 
that Union which we were ſo good as to reſtore? And as to 
Sjain, my Lords, we did perhaps diſoblige them likewiſe 
by our Treaty of Hanover, and ſome other Meaſures which 
were the Effects of that Treaty; but have we not fince pro- 
cured them the rich Dutchies of Tu/cany, Parma, and Pla- 


centia for their Son Don Carlos? Did not we, at a great 


Expence to this Nation, ſend a powerful Fleet into the Me- 
diterranean, to conduct that Prince with the greater Pomp 
and Ceremony to the Dominions we had procured for him 
in 1aly? Tis true, he did not make Uſe of that Fleet, but 
was that any Fault of ours, or can it be ſaid we had any 
ſelfiſh View in what we did, fince the whole was tranſacted 
without any Stipulation in our own Favour ? By this we ope- 
ned a Way for the Spaniards into Italy; nay, I do not know 
but that by our Management we have likewiſe thrown the 
King of Sardinia into the Arms of France, and have thereby 
opened a Way for the French likewiſe into Italy. Beſides all 
theſe Favours' heaped upon our Neighbours, have not we, 
by the moſt full and explicic Treaties and Stipulations, ſe- 
cured all our Rights and Poſſeſſions both at Home and A- 
broad ; and in ſuch Circumſtances, after ſo many glorious 


Treaties, can it be imagin'd that we are in Danger of being 


invaded or inſulted by any of our Neighbours ? 5 
This, my Lords, I take to be the Caſe as to our paſt Ma- 


nagement; but it is ſaid the preſent War may take ſuch a Turn 


as may lay his Majeſty under a Neceſſity of ſending immedi- 
ate Aſſiſtance to the unfortunate Side, in order to prevent the 
Balance of Power in Europe from being quite overturned. 
This is a Suppoſition which really to me ſeems as extraordi- 


nary as the Meſſage now under our Conſideration. I will 


readily allow that the Fate of War is precarious, but I can- 
not eaſily admit that a whole Campaign, even the moſt un- 
fortunate that can be ſuppoſed, can make the Emperor abſo- 
late Maſter of France, Spain, and Sardinia, or can make 

| France 
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| Anno7, Geo. II. France abſolute Maſter. of the whole German Empire; 


we know that France has ſtood out many unfortunate Can. 
paigns againſt the united Powers of Germany, England, Hy. 
land, Portugal, and Serdinia 3 and tho Spain and Sarding 
now make Uſe of France to enlarge their Dominions in Ia. 
hy, yet if France ſhewed the leaſt Inclination to make a Con. 
queſt of Germany, they would turn their Arms "againſt her, 
becauſe they mult preſerve Germany, in order to preſerve their 
own Dominions in '/tafy, ar indeed in any Part of the World, 
The Circumſtances of Europe äre now very far from being 
the ſame they were at the Beginning of the late War; the 
King of France was then abſolute Maſter of Spain, and could 


make that Nation do whatever he had a mind; but now | 


France muſt act very cautiouſly, in order not to give that Ny. 
tion any Jealouſy of her aiming at too great an Increaſe of 
Power, otherwiſe the Spaniards may ſoon become as deadly 
Foes to the French as ever they were heretofore.” I mutt 
therefore thinly, my Lords, that the Liberties of Eure an 
not in ſuch Danger of being ſwallowed up in the Event of 
the preſent War; but if they were, they cannot be ſwal. 
lowed up fo ſoon, even by the moſt ſudden and moſt fatal 
Accident, but what his Majeſty may have Time enough u 
apply in a regular Manner to his Parliament for. Advice and 
Aſſiſtance, before he can be undet a Neceſſity of deelating 
himſelf of either Side of the Queſtion. x | | 
But, my Lords, we are told that this Parliament mul 
be diſſolved; and before a new one can meet; his Majeſy 
may be obliged to declare himſelf, or at leaſt that fone 


of the Powers engaged in War may become jealous that be 


is to declare againit them, and conſequently may attempt 
to invade this Nation before his Majeſty can have the Afi 
ance of a new Parliament, to enable him to provide againl 
ſuch Invaſion. | * | 
This is an Argument I am ſorry to hear made uſe of 
in this Houſe; and I am perſuaded the noble Lords who 
make uſe of it, do not mean ſuch a Concluſion as ſeems 
naturally to flow from it ; for, in my Opinion, it plainly 
ſeems to carry this Infinuation, that the granting of ſuch 4 
Power at the End of every Parliament, will be always n&- 
ceſſary hereafter. If that were really the Caſe, I ſhould be 
very apt to conclude, that the Power would then be made ule 


of, not to defend the Nation againſt Foreign Invaſions, but i 


defend the Minifters againſt the Danger they might ha 
Reaſon to apprehend from an anti-miniſterial Parliament, i 
caſe the new one ſhould appear to be of ſuch a Complexion; 
and I am very ſure, that a Miniſter with ſuch a Power it 
his Hands, and ſuch a Parliament againft him, would net 
allow that Parliament to meet. © RY 
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ce are now told, as I. have n Notice, that- 
our Neighbours are deeply engaged in War one againſt ano- 


* 


ful Fleets ready to put to Sea; that they may conceive a 


0 


ſequently invade us before the Ring can have the Affiſtance 


8 
— 


[nvaſion ; therefore before we draw our laſt Breath, we 


ſhall think fit to convene the new Parliament. At the End 
of the next Parliament there may, my Lords, be the ſame 
Reaſon for granting the ſame Power, and. the Reaſon will 
be much ſtronger if we are then actually engaged in the 
War: But ſuppoſe there is then a profound Tranquility in 
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25 great Armies and as powerful Fleets as they have now 3 
and may we not then be told, Your Neighbours are now 


very near the Sea Coaſt, their Fleets may be made ready 
to put to Sea in a Month's Time, they may conceive a Jea- 
louſy that you are to invade them, and therefore they will 
endeavour to invade you; for this Reaſon it is neceſſary for 
you to put an abſolute Power into the Hands of the Crown ? 


ment now made uſe of? It will, my Lords, in my Opi- 
pinion, be much ſtronger : We are certainly in greater Dan- 
ger of being ſuddenly invaded by our Neighbours, when they 
have their Troops unemployed and quartered upon their 
Sea Coaſts, than when all their Troops are marched many 
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another Enemy; and furely they may more ſuddenly fit 
but a Fleet proper for that Purpoſe, when none of their 
Ships of War are employed elſewhere, than when they are 
75 to keep many of them in Seas very far diſtant from 
this Iſland. | fog * 


22 


— 


Roman Conſtitution, even from the very Beginning of their 
Republick; but while they preſerved their Virtue, while 
hey preſerved their Liberty, this Power was never granted 
put upon. the moſt important, the moſt urgent Occaſions, and 
vas never granted for 4 longer Term than fix Months; 
ben the Virtue and the pubic Spirit of that once brave 
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ling Occaſions ; it then began to be granted for a long Term, 


8 


hey granted away all the Liberties of their Country for 
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ther, that they have great Armies in the Field, and power⸗ =. 
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of a new Parliament to enable him to provide againſt that 
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Jealouſy that we are to join F oe, and May c.. 


mult, it is ſaid, for our own Safety, put an abſolute Power 
into the Hands of the Crown, to continue till the Miniſters 


Europe, our Neighbours very, probably will have very near * 


no way engaged elſewhere, . their Armies are quartered 
Will not this Argument be then, ſtronger than the Argu- 
hundred Miles from their Sea Coaſt, and employed againſt _. 


© The DiQatorial Power was, my Lords, a'Part of the 


eople began to decay, this Power was often granted upon tri- 


nd ſoon after was granted for Life: With this laſt Grant 


Ls 


doyn imnibdiately to another ;_ the Tyranny bee 
* f 


and where the Danger is apparent, it is certain the Ki 


83. 
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might die, but the 


tual. The Power now asked for is in ſome meaſure a Dis 
tatorial Power; it has but of late Years crept Jhis oi 
Conſtitution 5 it was never yet granted but upon the ti 
urgent Occaſions : But if we once begin to gratit it fir 4 


Time indefinite, and upon | Tuch Suppoſitions and ay de 
I can eafily foreſee a will *hy t will at . 


will ſoon be either granted or taken for Life, bd then 5 
dieu for ever to the . of Great · Britais. 

I will allow, that by our Confſtitation our Kings hat 
always had, during the Interval of Parliametit, a Jort 
Dictatorial Power, a Power to take Care that the Colt. 
wealth may be no way injured ; and therefore in caſe 
any Tudden and unexpected Danger, the Ring may ti 


Forces, or may fit out a Fleet, for. preventing that Dang 
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never did, nor ever will want Money as Jong as ther i 
any in the Nation; for upon ſuch an Occaſion no Mai wil 
refuſe to lend his Money to the Government; and the Phy 


Kament will certainly approve of what has beth dive, ul 
provide for the Re- payment of what has been borrowed, e .. 
vided it be made appear to them that there was a Ne 1. 
ſity of putting the Nation to that Expence ; but the al be 
ing for ſuch a Power before-hand, looks as if ſo menge b 
were intended which could not well be approved bf: = 
looks as if the Nation were to be put to an additional I 2 
ce without any apparent Reaſon for ſo dogg; aid NY; 

if this anticipated Credit were asked for from Par * 
in order to encourage People to lend their Mose) te 
Publick, tho they ſee no Neceſſity for any ſuch pub m 
Experice. No Man will refuſe to let an Infaiit A ..; 
Eftate have whatever may be neceſſary for his Subſite} of 
for this he has no great en for any Letter of ec 
from his Guardians; but if his Guardians ſhould be Wn co... 
Foch, or rather ſuch unfaithful Guardians, as to give Mir 
an unlimited Letter of Credit for borrowing whatever in t 
himſelf might think neceflary for his Subſiſtence, it Wil pro, 
certainly tend to throw him into Extravagance, akid f for, 
make him a Prey for Uſurers and Extortioners. Mica; 
© I am very well convinced, my Lords, that the Sul tend 
of the People will not be any way better ſecured by the 
folution now propoſed ; but I am very far from thing. a 
that the Power of the Crown will be no way etilarydl leg 
if it were really thought ſo, I am ſure no Miniſter w# keep 
ever give himſelf the Trouble of perſuading the King with 
fend ſuch a Meſſage to Parliament; but fuppoſe I were® 1: 


vinced that no additional Power is by this Propolitio 
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be granted to the King; that ver Conſideration would Anno 7. Geo. II. 


with me be a moſt Argument for being againſt 
it; for it muſt be lowed that What is now” prope is 
ſomething yery extraordinary, and contrary to all thoſe 
Forms and Methods of - proceeding in Parliament, which 
Jong Experience has tau ht us to be neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſervation of our Liberties; why then ſhould we make fo 
by an Incroachment upon our Conſtitution, if neither 
t 


e Safety of the People, nor the Security of the Crown ba 


thereby any way improved? This Reaſon I fay, my Lords, 
if there were none other, would prevail with me to be againſt 
agreeing to. the Propoſition now before, us ; but as I think 
it of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of the 
People, as I think that a Power is thereby to be granted ta 
the Crown, which ought never to be granted but in Caſes of 
the utmoſt, the moſt ' imminent Danger, therefore I ſhall 
moſt heartily give my Negative to it. 4 
Lord Hardwick ſpoke next. 
My Lords, W 


I think it is now admitted by both Sides, that during 14 Hardwick 


the Interval of Parliament his Majeſty has by Lay, and 
without any previous Aﬀhority from Parliament, a Power 
to provide for the Safety of the Kingdom, and conſequently 
he muſt have a Power of doing whatever ſhall appear to 
be neceſſary for that End; therefore I hope it will be no 
longer inſiſted on, that there is any Thing very extraordi- 
* either in the Meſſage now under our Conſideration, or 
in the Propoſition that has been made to us in Conſequence 
of it. His Majeſty only asks for a previous Authority for 
doing what he certainly might do without any ſuch Au- 
thority ; and we by the Addreſs propoſed to us, only pro- 
mile to ſupport his Majeſty in what ſhall 23 ta be ne- 
cellary for the _ of the Nation, and for the Support 
of his Crown and Dignity. If the Nation ſhould be un- 
neceſſarily put to Expence, if any extraordinary Meaſures 
ſhould be purſued, without a Neceflity for ſa doing, the 
Miniſters will be anſwerable for it, and may be 

In the ſame Manner as if no ſuch Addreſs had ever been 
propoſed ; and as there is no extraordinary Power asked 
for, or propoſed to be granted, the Method of doing it 
cannot be of any Weight in the Debate, nor can it be at- 
tended with any ill Conſequence. wy | 


: — . 


* As to the giving his Majeſty a Power by an Addreſs | 


or a Vote, to raiſe Land- Forces, there is certainly nothing 

Illegal in it; for tho' the King cannot by Law raiſe or 

keep up a Standing Army in this Nation in Time of Peace 

without Conſent of hor ag yet, my Lords, I know 
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it may, in my Opinion, be had by a Vote or an Addre 
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Ld Bathurſt 


Bills of the like Nature, tho? there be a particular Number 


the Laws and the Conſtitution of this Kingdom; and thas 


where the Common Law is either doubtful, or deficiat 
and as this Part of the Common Law, as this Cuſtom 


ver thought neceſſary to make any expreſs Statute for 
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| that direct how that Conſent is to be obtaine; 
from each Houſe of Parliament, as well as by an AR u. 
gularly paſſed in Parliament. And as to the Matiny- Bil 
which we have already paſſed, it is the ſame with former 


of Land- Forces mentioned in the; Preamble; yet che en. 
acting Part is general, and comprehends all the . regular 
Forces that then were on Foot, or that ſhall be raiſed in thi 
Kingdom during the Continuance of that Aq.. 
Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing illegal a 
extraordinary in the Meſſage, or in the Propoſition, now u 
der our Conſideration; as from the preſent known Circun- 
ſtances of Europe ſome Accidents may happen that may put 
this Nation under a Neceſſity of making a farther.Provifiea 
for Self. defence; and as thoſe Accidents may fall outh 
ſuddenly and fo unexpectedly, that there may not be a Pol- 
ſibility for his Majeſty to have Time to take the, Advic 
and Aſſiſtance of a new Parliament, I cannot but be fors 
greeing to the Propoſition now made to us. 
Then Lord Bathurſt ſpoke as follows . 
I have a very great Regard for the Opinion of th 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, eſpecially, in ſo .far as relates h 


fore I am the more ſurpriſed to hear him declare, that ls 
knows of no Law which determines and directs the Ms 
thod by which his Majeſty: is to have the Conſent of: ls 
Parliament. I will not pretend to be , ſo well acquaint 
with the Laws or the Statutes of this Realm as that lea 
Lord; but I am ſure there is a Law which determines tis 
Method by which his Majeſty is to have the Conſent of ls 
Parliament, as well with reſpect to the raiſing. and keepuy 
up a Standing-Army in Time of Peace, as with reſpe&# 
every other Caſe where the Conſent of Parliament is th 
ceſſary by our Conſtitution: I mean, my Lords, the i# 
& Conſuetuds Parliamenti, which I look upon to be 
much'a Part of the Laws of England as any other Pan 
the common Law, nay, as any Statute expreſſy enactel 
King, Lords and Commons. It is true, my Lords, tht 
is not, I believe, any expreſs Statute for direcul 
the Method of obtaining the - Conſent. in Queſtion; 
there is never an expreſs Statute made in any Caſe, 


Parliament was never before called in Queſtion, it was M 


lating the Method of obtaining the Conſent of Parliamen 


but in this Age we ſeem inclined to call in Queſtion every Anno y. Gee. II. 


af Cuſtom and every Maxim eſtabliſhed by our Anceſtors, 'eſpe-* * 173 
e· cially when ĩt interferes with any favourite Point our Mini- — 
den bare in Vier. 61-19 a 5 


I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed, that no Tax can . 
be impoſed or levied upon the People but by Conſent of 
Parliament : This, I hope, will be allowed to be one of 
the fundamental Maxims of our Conſtitution, and the Mean- 
ing of this Maxim I always took to be, that no Tax could 
be raiſed but by Act of Parliament; but as there is no ex- 
preſs Statute for regulating the Method of obtaining the 
Conſent of Parliament in this Particular, I do not know 
but it may now be ſaid, that Taxes may be impoſed, or 
the King may be enabled to impoſe a Tax by a Vote, or 
by an Addreſs from both Houſes of Parliament; I am ſure 
it may be ſaid, that this Method of obtaining the Conſent 
of Parliament is as ſufficient for the raiſing of Money as it 
is for the raiſing of an Army: Indeed if we agree to the 
Propoſition now before us, it will ſeem, to infinuate as 
much; for tho' we do not thereby expreſly impower his 
Majeſty to impoſe a Tax, yet we are to empower him to 
borrow Money, for the Re- payment of which ſome Tax or 
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other muſt be impoſed next Seſſion of Parliament; and I 

t do not know but the Gradation will be found more ' eaſy 

dan ſome People at preſent ſeem to apprehend ; for us to 

* proceed from impowering the Crown, by way of a Vote 

le or an Addreſs to raiſe Money by a Loan, to that of im- 

by powering the Crown by way of a Vote or Addreſs, to raiſe | : | 
te Money b any Tax the Crown ſhall think fit to impoſe. | 
re * As to the Mutiny-Bill, my Lords, I really did not take ; f 
particular Notice of the Bill laſt paſſed in this Houſe : | 
bat Bill is now become ſo much a Bill of Courſe, that I = 
my "ever once doubted its being in the fame Words with other | 
LOR bills of that Nature formerly ' paſſed in Parliament, and | 
* therefore I did not read it with that Attention which I | 
ls ought to have done; but I am ſure that in ſome former | 
8 Bills of the ſame Nature, the Number of Forces to be kept | 
> up was mentioned to be ſo many, and No more: Whether 

L. the Words No more be in the laſt Bill I cannot determine; 

bot grant they are not, I am perſuaded ſome Lord of this 

oaſe, or ſome Member of the other would have taken No- 

ce of their having been left out, if it had not been thought li 
bat they muſt neceſſarily be | underſtood : And I think | 


every Man has good Reaſon to- ſuppoſe, that no greater 
Number of the Subjects of England can be ſubjected to the 
Martial-Law than the Number mentioned in that Bill, whe- 
ther the Words No more be added or not. It is certain that 

| & no 
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know indeed hut even this Doctrine may bergaſter he i 
ſiſted on ay a natgral Conſequence of the Doctrine this Day 


(%% 


or any other expreſz-Szatute, can he bt of 
Parliament: I hope it be faid that any one of the 
repealed 


ſtanding Laws of England can I by a Vote or m 
* in 


However, my Lords, I hope we ſhall not this Dayad- 
vance ſo far. in our new Improvements 3 and therefare it 
muſt be allowed, that no private Man can be ſtript of thoſe 
Liberties and Priyileges which he enjoys by Magng Chart, 
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and many other Statutes, without a new Law made for thi Wa © 
Purpoſe ; and I hope it will be granted, that whatever gs d 
neral Words are in any Statute, which. are or may e 11 Wl © 
be contrary to the Liberty of the Subject, are always to b Wl © 
taken in the moſt confined Senſe ; they cannot he 1o mud Bl © 
as explained, much leſs extended, by a Vote, or. by an 46. Wl © 
dreſs of either or of both Hapſes of Parliament, q wil N 
likewiſe, I hope, be granted, that all thoſe who ave by tle Wl © 
Matiny-Bill ſubjeted to'the Martial-Law, are thereby ng Wl © 
of a great many of thoſe Liberties and Privileges which they 
are intitled to as Subjects of + 3 and therefore it then Wl * 
are any general Words in that Bill, for ſubjefting fl thb nl " 
to the Martial-Law who ſhall thereafter inliſt in hy M2 ” 
jeſty's Service; theſe general Words muſt refer to the pron © 
ticular Number of Men mentioned in the Bill, and you - 
that Number is complete, no Man that lifts chere 0" 
be ſubjected to the Martial Law either by a Vote or an . 
dreſs ; there muſt be a new Bill for that Purpoſe, cr ll ©" 
there is not a Man in the Kingdom but may be. finpt * 
moſt of the valuable Privileges he enjoys as a Subject "1 it 
land, by a ſingle Vote in Parliament ; for if we can WIN. 
Vote or an Addreſs, impower his Majeſty to raiſe ag mail — 
Land Forces as he pleaſes, and ſubjett all the Forcy 5 
raiſed to the Military-Law, we certainly can, hy the in he 
Method mpower the Crown to impreſs Men into the wlll '- 
vice; and if ſuch a Vote ſhould be paſſed, what MW 
the Nation couid ſay he had an. Hour's Certainty des " 
ing thoſe Liberties and Privileges he is intitled to as av be 
My Lords, 22 0 
Till this Day it has always been held for an unde 
Truth, that the Conſent of Parliament cannot be -obtail 4 
any other Way than by a Bill brought into either Hoyle! 4 e 
Parliament, and regularly paſſed through both: By the mh 
ſtom of Parliament this Bill muſt be twice read, then c. me 
mitted, and then read a third Time in each Houſe of Fa . 


SET = 
nent, before it ean be preſented 46 — — his Conſents Anno 7. Geo. T. 
and then at laſt it muſt have the Ro | before it eun 2734. 
be looked on as a Law of this Kingdom, dr as a Reputation 
to which the Parliament has given its Conſent. eſe Forms 
and Methods of proceeding in Parliament were wiſely efta- 
bliſhed by our Anceſtors, to give Time to every Gentleman 
of either Houfe to be fully appriſed of what he was about, 
to confider maturely all the Conſequences of what was 
poſed, and even to conſult and adviſe with his Friends, be- 
fore he ſhould be obliged to determine himſelf as to either 
cide of the Queſtion 3 ànd if ever this Method ſhould be al- 
© tered, if ever the Doctrine ſhould take Place, that we may 
do as much by a Vote as we can do by a Bill, our Conſtitu- 
tion will be upon the moſt preearious Footing : Both Houſes 
of Parliament may be ſurprized into a Thing which it will 
never be in the Power of the Nation to retrieve ; nay, I db 
dot know but ſome Day or another both Hpuſes of Parlia- 
ment may be brought in by Surpriſe to ſurrender up to the 
Crown all the Rights, Liberties, and Privileges of their 
Country by one fingle Vote. 

There is a very great Difference, my Lords, between 
anticipated Promiſes and future Proviſions. The firſt is a 
running in Debt, the other is a paying of ready' Money for 
what we have; and the Nature of Mankind is fach, that 
moſt Men are apt to be more ext ant when they live up- 
on Credit than when they pay ready Money for every Thing 
they have. This Nation his already ſuffered ſeverely by the 
former Practice, and therefore I wiſh we would begin to 
think of following the latter only for the future.: But there 
is this further Difference between the Parliament's providing 
afterwards for what the Nation has been obliged neceſſarily * 
to expend, and promiſing before-hand to provide for what 
the Adminiſtration may thereafter think elves neceſſa- 
ily obliged to expend, that in the firſt Caſe the Honour of 
Parliament is no way engaged to the Creditors of the Pub- 
lick; and if the Nation ſhould be idly and extravagantly 
run into Debt, I believe the Parliament | would not think 
themſelves any way obliged to pay the Debts which had 
been ſo contraRted, eſpecially, becauſe in ſuch a Caſe it may 
be ſuppoſed, that thoſe, who had upon ſuch an Account be- 
come the Creditors of the Publiek, would generally conſiſt of 
the Creatures and Favourites, perhaps the Truftees of the 
Miniſters ; but in the latter Caſe the Parliament ſtands en- 
gaged for all the Debts that ſhall be contracted, whether 
the Expence was neceſſary or not: The glving of anticipat- 
ed Promiſes is giving a previous Credit to Miniſters, it is 
putting a Parliamentary Truſt in them, it is really veſting in the 
Miniſters a Parliamentary Authority, by which many innocent 
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ever chance to have an ambitious Prince upon the Thi 


( 27 þ = 
their Money, and therefore the Honour of Parliament lang 


engaged to re pay that Money to the publick Creditors, with. 
out any Regard whether it has been neceſſarily expended fy 
the Benefit of the Publick or not. 
„I ſhall readily grant, my Lords, that if in Conſequence 
of ſuch anticipated Promiſes the Miniſters ſhould run the Na 


tion into an unneceſſary Expence, the next Parliament mit 
puniſh the Miniſters who had adviſed ſuch Meaſures ; 
ſuppoſe ſuch Miniſters were actually hanged up, as they cer. 
tainly would deſerve, would that make good the : 


the Nation had ſuſtained ? Their Sufferings might Pet, 


make ſome Holy Days for the Populace : But can we ſuppoſe | 
that their Eſtates would be ſufficient to reimburſe the Pu 
lick, or to ſatisfy the Debts with which they, had loaded the 
Publick, by Means of the Credit imprudently given to then c 
by Parliament? Surely there is more Wiſdom in not Putting r 
it in a Man's Power to betray his Truſt, than there is in n 
fooliſhly .and needleſsly repoſing a great Truſt in a Ma, N 
whereby he is not only enabled, but perhaps tempted ty l 
cheat one; and then hanging him for doing ſo. Thb b Ii 
really the preſent Caſe ; the giving ſuch an unlimited Credit w 
to Miniſters, is really laying. them under à yery. gre m 
Temptation to defraud the Publick. We know, my Lord ra 
how natural it is for Men to hope for Impunity ; nay, 0 
know how difficult it is even for Parliaments to bring rea | 
and high Criminals to condign Puniſhment - ; and fach bu 
Power and Credit as are now. propoſed to be given, may a: WM the 
ford a Precedent, by which ſome future Miniſter may N der 
enabled to put it abſolutely out of the Power, both of be 
Parliament and the People, ever to puniſh him, or any ſud 
as him thereafte. E MERE the 
The Power and the Credit now propoſed for us to po 
| 1 


are, my Lotds, at all Times dangerous, but much moreb 
when granted at the very End of a Parliament, and jd 
before a new Election. I do not belieye that any bad Ub 
will be made of the unlimited Credit now propoſed to be g kno 
ven; it. is not to be ſuppoſed that a. bad Uſe can be maded 
any Powers we give under his Majeſty's wiſe Adminiſtratia 
but I do not know what may happen hereafter : If we ſhoull 


or a weak Prince under the ſole Management of. a pul 
and wicked Miniſter, a Precedent may be made of whats 
now propoſed, the ſame unlimited Powers may be then d 
tained from an expiring Parliament, under the .Pretence.@ as 2 
defending the Nation againſt imaginary and unknown Dit 
gers, but really in order doubly to arm that Prince or M 
niſter againſt our Conſtitution : That is to ſay, to fi g 
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im with Money to be laid out in procuring a Majority of Anno 7,Geo. II. 
5 Creatures and Slaves of the Aang to be return- 273% 
ed for the enſuing Parliament; but in caſe he ſhould fail of 
Succeſs in that Attempt, to furniſh him with ſuch a Standing 
Army as might be ſufficient. to protect him againſt the high- 
et Reſentment of the new Parliament, or to ſupport him 
without any Parliament at all. If the firſt, Project ſhould 
ſucceed ; if he ſhould} by Bribery get a Parliament to his 
Mind, ſuch a Parliament we Nas papel would certainly 
conclude with a like Vote of Credit, in order to chuſe the 
next; and thus a tyrannical Adminiſtration,” and a_flaviſh 
Parliament would for ever be entailed upon this Nation. 
But ſuppoſe he ſhould fail in his Project of Bribery, he 
would then have Recourſe to his Army, and might thereby 
ſupport himſelf without any Parliament at all ; for ſurely 
no Man can ſuppoſe that a Prince or Miniſter, with a nume- 
rous Standing-Army, entirely under his Direction, and com- 
manded by ſuch Officers only as he, ſhall pleaſe to appoint, 


will ever want 3 to ſupport that Army, or to anſwer 
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me other Demands of his Government: As long as the Par- # 

i lament complies with all his Requeſts, he will accept of | 

it what Money he wants in a legal Way; but if the Parlia- 

i ment ſhould once begin to refuſe, he will thence reſolve to 

ae that Money in an illegal Way, Which he finds he can- 

" not have in a legal... ee. . 

huis, I hope, my Lords, is not the. Delign at preſent ; 

a but as what, is now propoſed may give Encouragement to 

be forming of ſuch Deſigns, and may be made a Prece - 

a dent for rendering that Deſig ſucceſsful; therefore I muſt 

0 be for diſagreeing with the Motion... | 

i The Earl Poulet ſpoke next in favour of the Motion, then E. Poulet. . 
the Earl of Alesford, and after him the Duke of Moneroſe, f. of Aylesford. RF 

ſe £5 * againſt the Motion an of Montroſe, 

fl en Lord Talbot * ſpoke as follows: 

it My Lord, ” r 5 

f © The preſent Situation of the Affairs of Earope is ſo well 


known to every Lord in this Houſe, that it is very unne- 
eſſary to give any particular Account of them: Conſider- 
ing the dangerous and heavy War now actually begun, 
ind the many Powers engaged in that War, it is certain 
hat ſome Accidents may occur which may threaten this 
ation with great and imminent Dangers: This was, we 
nay ſuppoſe, the Occaſion of the preſent. Meſſage from his 
z)cſty to this Houſe ; and it muſt be granted, that this 
a5 a molt weighty Reaſon. for ſending ſuch a Meſlage ; 
Put as by that Meſſage his Majeſty deſires no Powers but 
1734. „ , 1 what 


* Lord High Chancellor. 
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to be invaded or over - run by a foreign Enemy, and our Go 


( #74 
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it only as an Application from his tet 
ESD thee of his ee with relation to Lows 2 85 be 
molt proper to be done at ſuch a critical Junctue ; wt hs 

Addreſs propoſed by the noble Duke is, in my Opinion; 
the moſt Qatifol ani the moſt proper Return we can Take 
to ſuch a graciou M 
"I; without fending any ſuch Meſſage 10 Parlinmine 
the Miniſters, in cafe of an abſolute Nd, had nig 
mented our Forces both by Sea and Land, and had hor 
fowed Money for that 1 A can it be eee 
the next Palliament d have approved of ſuch Ma 
ſures, and would have provided for ſuch Expence ? But if 
they ſhoald- augment our Forces either by Sea or Land, « 

put the Nation to any Expence, without an apparent Ne 
cf for ſo doing, La any Thing in the Addreſs pw. 
poſed that can avs," to Juſtify them for ſuch a Piece of Nit 
management? Will not the next Parliament be Jeft-as fully WW ti 
rr to puniſh them, as if no ſuch Meſſage had ever N 
been ſent to Parliament, nor any ſuch Addreſs preſented by 
Parliament to the King ? b 

I will grant, my Lords, that by the Addreſs 
the Minifters may have a kitle more Credit among the Pe. 
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ple than otherwiſe they might have had. I will allow tha oft 
* Honour of Parliament will, by the Addreſs propoſed, WW be 
3 to provide for the Expence that may be inc 25 

to repay the Money that may be borrowed on m po 

pou Brony whether it fhall r that foch Expence wa den 
neceſſary or not; bat this is the very Reaſon that 1 . 
for the Propoſition made to us: Surely in ſach à d the 
Situation as the Affairs of Europe are in at preſent, the Nu nme 
tion is not to be left defenceleſs, for fear a bad Uſe fhoull Wis | 
be made of the Powers granted for providing for "its D Par 
fence, Shall we refuſe a reafonable Credit or reaſonable et 


Powers to our Government, and thereby expoſe the Nation me: 


vernment perhaps entirely fabverted, only for fear that wil 
granting uch a Credit the Nation may perhaps be brought 
into a Mete unneceſſary Expence, or for Fear our Miniſen lian 
ſhould make a bad Uſe of that Truſt which we repoſe in uc 
them? My Lords, it is abſolutely neceſſary at all Time 
and in all Countries, to put ſome Truſt in thoſe who ar 
appointed to adminiſter- the Affairs of the Publick ; with- 
out ſome ſuch Truſt it would be impoſſible for any Go ir: 
vernment to ſubſiſt; and the greater Danger a Country is rrop 
in, the more Truſt muſt the People neceffarily repoſe 1 n oa 
their Governors. : 


© But there is another Conſideration which is of Peg 
eight 
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Weight with me: His Majeſty tells us, he . 
more at Heart than to ſee the Flame of War extin 
and as it is to be hoped his Majeſty will ſucceed i En- 
deavours that Way, before the Flame come to ſuch a 
Height, as that we may be neceſſarily ahliged to involve 

elves in it, there is nothing can tend more towards mak- 
ing his Majeſty's Endeavours ſueceſsſul, than to convince all 
the Powers now engaged in War, that there is a rot 
Harmony ſubfifting between his Majeſty and his Parlia- 
ment; that we repoſe an entire Confidence in his Majeſty's 
Wiſdom and Conduct; and that we will be ready upon 
all Occaſions to ſupport. thoſe Meaſures which his Majeſty 
may find himſelf obliged ta take: And is there any Thing 
can be a greater Teſtimony of all this to Foreigners than 
our agreeing to the Addreſs now propoſed ? This will con- 
vince every one of them, that in caſe any of them by their 
Obſtinacy ſhall provoke his Majeſty to declare. againſt 
them, he will fall upon them with the whole Power of this 
Nation; and when the united Force of this Nation is 
thrown into the Scale, the Weight of it is well known, to 
all the Powers in Europe. woe is] poetics 

As to the Method of granting the Power or the Cre- 
dit now aſked for, there is nothing new in it; it is what has 
often been practiſed before, and is now. the more neceſſary, 
becauſe it is proper the Parliament ſhould be ſoon diſſolved, 
and we do not know what may happen beſore it may be 
poſſible for the new one to aſſemble. is true, the pre- 
ſent Parliament does not of itſelf expire by the Spe % 
Bill till the Month of September or October next, ſo that 
there is not any abſolute Neceſſity for calling a new Parlia- 
ment before that Time ; but the ſooner a new Parliament 
is called I believe it will be the better ; for tho a new 
Parliament can do nothing but what the preſent may do, 
yet there is ſuch a Thing as the | Complexion of à Parlia- 
ment to be conſidered; and if the riew Parliament ſhall ap- 
pear to be as much devoted to his Majeſty as the preſent, it 
will ſhew that there is a perſect Harmony ſubſiſts between 
his Majeſty and his People in general; and the new Par- 
liament being to continue for ſeven Vears, it muſt add 4 
much greater Weight to his Majeſty's Councils, and to his 
egotiations Abroad, than can be expected from a Parlia- 
ment which is to expire in ſix Months. | | 

* Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing new or ex- 
traordinary in the Addreſs propoſed; as I think it the moſt 
proper Return can be made, and ſuch a Return as we ought 
In Duty to make to his Majeſty's moſt gracious Meſlage ; 
and as I think it abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety of the 
Nation, and for rendering his Majeſty's Endeavours for re- 
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_ 7734 | give my Conſent to t. 
— Then the Lord Carteret ſaie. 
Ld Carteret, | 1 5 


liamentary Way. To pretend that the putting of an ab 


| 
75 My Lords, Bet} 364.3 „ A amis adn | 

© Tt is not to be denied, it has not in this Debate bem Wi . 
denied, but that the Parliament may j grant; and have w- 
merly, tho” but very ſeldom, granted dome extraordinary Wl | 
Powers to the Crown ' when it has been made uppen w ( 
them that the Nation has actually been in any great /and WY | 

imminent Danger; but to take ſuch an extraordinary g 
to grant ſuch extenſive and unlimited Powers t the 
Crown, when it is not ſo much as pretended that the Ny 
tion is in any imminent Danger, I will aver to be not on 
ly a new but a moſt dangerous Precedent. To tell u 
that the Nation may be in Danger, and therefore we mul 
grant ſuch a Power as is now demanded, is certainly ſoms 
thing very extraordinary: It is a Reaſon for granting ſuch 
Powers that will always exiſt ; and in my Opinion it ul 
ways will, and always ought to be more prevalent wü 
our Neighbours are all at Peace with one another, than 
when they are deeply engaged in a War; for if ever 
Quarrel ſhould ariſe betwixt us and any of them, if ever 
of them ſhould conceive Hopes of Advantage from main 
an Invaſion upon us, it is certain they will be in bens 
Condition, and more eaſily induced to revenge that Qu 
rel, or to make an Invaſion, when they are no way eng 
ed elſewhere, than when they are deeply engaged in 12 
with ſome other Nation, and have Uſe for all the Fo 
they can raiſe in a quite different Part of the World. 

* I do not know, my Lords, but that there may be O 
ſion for putting the Nation into a: better State of Deſend 
than it is in at preſent; but I am convinced that Occaſion i 
not now ſo preſſing but that it may be done in a regular Par- 


Jute Power into the Hands of the Crown will give Weiglt 
to his Majeſty's Councils,” and to his Negociations Abroad 
is to ſuppoſe that Foreigners know much leſs of our Cui 
tution, or of the Temper of our People than they really: 
Perhaps Ways and Means may be — to prevail upon 
Parliament to do ſo, but our Neighbours know that it is cu 
trary to the Nature of our Conſtitution; from thenes the 
will moſt juſtly conclude, that ſuch a Meaſure will -rende 
the Generality of the People diſaffected, and this of C utm 
will diminiſh the Weight of his Majeſty's Negociations . 
broad, and will make Foreigners much more ready both . 
inſult and invade us, than we can ſuppoſe they would obe- 
wiſe be. | | | 74 

* I will admit, my Lords, that his Majeſty. has Rn 


n 
val of Parliament ; but that Power muſt be very moderate: 


Parliament is to be called together as ſoon as II 
during the Receſs of Parliament it ſhould be-diſcoyered that 
the Nation were threatened with any imminent, Danger, his 
Majeſty may immediately iſſue out the proper and neceſſary 
Orders for augmenting his Forces both by Sea and Land. and 
he may borrow what Money may be immediately neceſſary 
for that Purpoſe; but upon any ſuch Occaſion, it is certain, 


mation ordering the Parliament to aſſemble forthwith, and 
whoever ſhould adviſe him otherwiſe would be to the higheſt 
Degree criminal, and would deſerve the ſevereſt Puniſhment. 
As upon any ſuch Octaſion the Parliament might meet in a 
very few Weeks, we cannot ſuppoſe that any extraordinary 
Sums could be wanted in ſo ſhort a Time: And as his Ma- 
jeſty enjoys the Hearts and the Affections of the People, 
their Purſes will always be open to him upon any Emergency 
when the Danger is apparent, eſpecially. when they ſee the 
Parliament ſummoned to meet, from which they may expect 
immediate Reimburſement : Indeed when pretended and 
imaginary Dangers are invented by Miniſters only for their 
own Ends, it is not to be ſuppoſed that they can borrow 
much Money from the' People without a previous Authority 
from the Parliament ſor ſo doing; therefore there never can 
be any Occaſion for ſuch a previous Authority in the Time of 
real Danger; as the granting of ſuch a previous Authority 
can ſerve only for enabling Miniſters to load the Publick 
when there is no real Danger to be apprehended, as the 
granting of ſuch previous Authorities may ſome Time or 
other enable a Prince · or Miniſter to overturn our Conſtituti- 
on, no ſuch ought ever, in my Opinion, to be granted; but 
if ever any ſuch is to be granted, it ought to be granted in 
a regular Parliamentary Manner, and not in the Manner now 
propoſed, eſpecially when even thoſe that aſk for it in ſuch 
an extraordinary a Manner, cannot ſo much as ſay that the 
Nation is in any imminent Danger. 7 -- 
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My Lord,, =. W 

The Affair now before us I take to be an Affair of the 
tmoſt Conſequence; it is an Affair in which the Safety of 
this Nation, and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown are, 
think, deeply concerned; and therefore I am ſurpriſed to 
ear it treated by ſome Lords in ſo” ludicrous a Manner : 
duch a Method of treating any Subject ought never, I think, 
o be made uſe of or admitted into any of the Debates in 
| | this 
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ly uſed, and certainly; in Caſe of any ſudden Danger, = 
wa £ 


that his Majeſty ought at the ſame Time to iiſue a Procla- 


of providing for the Safety of the Nation durigg the Inter: Anno g. Ges. ll. 


49 ©* 
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The Earl of Scarborough ſpoke next for the Queſtion, and F. of | 
then the Earl of lay ſpoke as follow: E. of Ir. | 


Anno 7. Geo. II. this Houſe, but is ſtill more when made Uſe of i 
1734 | a Debate of fo very great Conſequence: as the preſent... / 
4 Tho? this Nation, my Lords, may not perhaps, at thi 
very Inſtant, be expoſed to any immediate Danger, tho” ue 
are not as yet any Way engaged to take a Share in the pm 
fent War, yet it is — oniocing we may at laſt he « 
bliged to engage ourſelves may he preſerve that Balance of WY 
Power upon which the Liberties of Eayope, and'conſequenty Wl 
the Liberties of this Nation, abſolutely depend 3 nay-it i | 
certain, that we muſt at laſt engage in the War, in Caſe by Wl 
Majeſty cannot by his Authority, and by the Weight which Wl : 
his Councils may have in Foreign | Courts, oblige” the o! 
' tending Parties each to yield up ſome of their f 
and all to ſubmit to the jutt Propoſals which he may think p 
proper to make for reſtoring the Tranquility. of S | 
Therefore, my Lords, in order to increaſe his Majeſty's Ay 
thority, in order to give his Councils that Weight which 
they ought always to have in Foreign Courts, we _ 
agree to the 2 — now made to us; for if the P 
now engaged in War ſee that his Majeſty has an entire Cow 
fidence put in him by his Parliament, and that this Nation 
is, in all Events, well provided, not only for its Defence, bat 
for falling with great Vigour upon that Power, or that Side 
which ſhall; by their Obſtinacy, provoke his Majeſty's Re 
ſentment, it will add a prevailing Weight to thoſe Negoc- 
ations, which his Majeſty ſhall find it neceſſary to enter iu 
and thereby the Balance of Power may be'preſerved, the 
Tranquility of Europe may be reſtored, without this Nats 
on's being at all obliged to take any Share in the War, aud 
rhaps without laying his Majeſty under a Neceſſity of mals 
ing any great Uſe of thoſe Powers, which are now propoſed 
to be granted to him: Whereas if the Powers now a re 
for ſhould be refuſed,” it will make Foreigners believe that 
neither the Parliament nor the Nation can put any g 
Confidence in his Majeſty's Conduct, and conſequently they de 
will have little or no Regard to any Propoſition his Maj 
may make to them, by which this Nation will at laſt bens 
ceſſarily drawn into the War, and will thereby be expoledid 
great Dangers and many Loſſes, and put to an infinite I. 
nce. | _ ee 


© The Eyes of all Farepe are fix'd, my Londa upon m T7 
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Meaſures to be taken by this Nation in the 
juncture, and if either of the Parties now engaged in WAs 
ſhould begin to ſuſpect that we were to fall in with the6 
ther, to oppoſe any of their Deſigns, or to put a Check 
the Succeſs of their Arms, they would immediately, ad 
with as much Diſpatch and Secrecy as poſſible, _— 


* 


_ t-#9 ) 


ere no Way provi them: Theſe Suſpicions and 
Jealous may ariſe 2 any Foundation, _ they _ 
begin to fl "— his Majeſty | has refolved and is 
to join againſt them, before an ſach Reſolution | realy 
taken, or any Preparations for” that Purpoſe. * 
true, his Majeſty may not perhaps be obliged to aq: wrt Him- 
{elf openly on either Side till he has had Time to take the 
Advice and Aſſiſtance of a new Parliament, and to make 
proper Proviſions for the Defence of the Nation; but it is 
impoſſible to foreſee how or when ſome of gur Neighbours 
may begin to ſuſpeEt that we have ſuch a Deſign, and there- 
fore it is neceſſary for us immediately to prepare, at leaſt to 
put ourſelyes in " mou Pofture of me: Peg 3 
his with the Powers neceſlary t rpo 5 

* an ri to hear it ſaid, that our Neighbours will 
always, even in Time of Peace, be in as good a Condition 
to execute a Deſign ſuddenly againſt us, as they are at pre- 
ſent. In Time of Peace, ſome few of their Forces ma 
perhaps be quarter'd upon their Sea Coaſts, but then —4 
Forces are always, for the Convenience of Quarters, ſepa- 
ated and diſperſed in ſuch a Manner, as to put it out of 
their Power to aſſemble any great Number, at any one 
Place, upon their Coaft, without —_ juſt Ground for 
aking the Alarm, and ſufficient provide againit 
hem : Whereas, at preſent, x a ay — a great De- 
achment from their Army, and that Detachment may be 
rived at a proper Place for embarking, before it is poſſible 
or us to know what Route they have taken, or to ſuſpect 
at they are defigned againſt us. In Time of Peace their 
en of War are all laid op in their Harbours, their Seamen 
re diſperſed, and many Materials are wanting before a large 
leet can be fitted out; and therefore it is impoſſible to ĩima- 
ne, that any of our Neighbours can then be in ſuch Rea- 
ineſs to make a ſadden Invaſion us, as they are at pre- 
t, when moſt of their Ships of War are ready fitted out, 
. mann'd, +. provided with every Thing neceſmry for” 
ing upon any Expedition. 
For theſe Reaſofis, my Lords, I muſt conclude, lies 
e now in greater Danger of being invaded, than we can 
er be in Time of Peace, and if I ſhould refuſe to grant the ö 
now aſked for, I ſhould really think myſelf criminal : / 
a Servant, who knew that his Mafter's Houſe was in Dan- 
of being attacked by Thieves, ſhould leave the Door 
jen, in Order to give them an eaſy Opportunity of enter- 
g, to murder the Family and plunder the Houſe, I ſhould 
ink ſuch a Servant more — any of the Thieves 


them- 
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make an Invaſion Peg ur eſpecial pecially if they r that” we Amer Genth 


Anno 7: Geo. II. themſelves; and if I ſhould refuſe, ton give my Conſent to de Bill | 

1734. Reſolution.) propoſed; and an e e be aſterwam Wl | 

== {uddenly made upon ug, and this Nazlon thereby. involved i 

War and. Confuſion, I ſhould, look upon my felt to be in th 

very Caſe of ſuch a ee and therefore guilty of one gf 

the moſt heinous; Crimes that can be committed againſt ny 

8 ö untry. G 514 — U REL FL 2 40 ln * Hin. Ws . 

Ihe Earl of, Winchel/ea and Nottingham ipake nent. 

E. of Winchelſea 1 My Lordi, tat! 2 0 2 it} ny Hilkd 34H hy 

and Notting- „ The noble Lords who have ſpoke: in Support, of the Re. 

ſolution. propoledigo us, have all ſpoke, às if this Nation 

were no Way provided for its Defence, which, really to me, 

my Lords, ſeems to be ſomething very ſurpriſing. I canng 

comprehend what we haye been doing in all the former Par 

of this Seſſion, of Parliament, if we have not already provid 

ed ſufficiently againſt any Invaſion that can he ſecretly and 

ſuddenly made upon us. Have we not reſolved to keep up- 

very numerous Army of Land Forces in this Iſland, bench the 

numerous Army kept up in the neighbouring L{land, which Wl f 

may be brought oyer upon any Emergency, to our Afliltance ; WW ;, 

and from all theſe, cannot we in a few. Days form an Aray Wl « 
4 of regular Troops ? I am ſure much greater than any, Am 


* 


ik. „ „„ „„ 
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of Foreigners that can be ſent by Surpriſe to invade us. Sur N u 
I no Lord in this Houſe can imagine, that ſo.numerous n p. 
N Army mult always, be kept up in this Iſland, even in % 2 
i Time of the moſt profound Tranquility: Nay, if we wear WW t 
| actually engaged in War, I hope, it would not be tung . 
neceſſary to keep always ſuch a Number of regular Force W 
at Home, in Order to guard our own Dominians againit In ar 
4 | vaſions ; I hope it would in ſuch a Caſe be thought, that w WW 
might ſafely ſend a great Part of them Abroad, in Order ty if 
carry the War into the Territories of our Enemies, otherwile WY ne 
it] any War we may hereafter engage in, muſt become very 
4 | chargeable and burthenſome to the Nation. But beſides the 
Land Army we have already provided, have we not already 
made a very great Addition to the Number of our Seam, 
and have not we thereby already enabled his Majeſty to it 
out a Fleet much Superior to any Squadron that can be {eat 
againſt us? From ali which I muſt couclude, my Lords, t 
we have already ſufficiently provided for the Safety and De 
fence of the Nation, againſt any ſudden and unexpeQed At 
tack that can be made upon us; and if his Majeſty ſhould 
think fit to join either of the Parties now engaged in — Wa 
if any Foreign Power ſhould declare War againſt us, or f 
any of our Neighbours ſhould openly prepare to invade u 
his Majeſty would have Time enough to call the Parliamedt 
together, and thereby we would have an Opportunity 2 


I ö 


(a) 


ding in a regular Parlimencary Way for whatever ſhould: he. mo 7. Ces. Il 


bought proper either for Offence or Defence. 1734. 


I hope; my -Lords, I ſhall always be as ready as ⁴̃mü 


Lord in this Houſe, to put all proper Confidence in his Ma- 
jeſty: I am upon the; preſent Occaſion extremely willing to 
lrengthen his Majeſty's Hands as much as poſſible, in order 
to add Weight to his Negotiations, and to enable him to re- 
ſtore by his Influence the Tranquility of Furope, or to pre- 
ſerve by his Power the Liberties of Europe; but is there no 
Way of preſerying the Liberties of Eurape, without making 
a Sacrifice of the Liberties of Great Britain? Are we, under 
ſuch a Pretence, to give up. the Rights of Parliament ? Are 
we to put an abſolute and unlimited Power, and by ſuch an 
extraordinary Method too, into the Hands of his Majeſty's 
Miniſters? No, my Lords, no ſuch; Power can ever be neceſ-, 
fary ; I hope this Houſe will never agree to any ſuch Mini- 
ſerial Demand; for the preſent I muſt look upon as ſuch. : 
I ſhall always look upon ſuch extenſive Demands. as comin 
from the Miniſters only; they may be neceſſary for the pro- 
tecting of guilty Miniſters, but they can never be IT 
for preſerving the Honour or the Dignity of the Crown. 
The King has, no Doubt, a Power to make what Trea- 
ties, and to enter into what Negotiations he may think pro- 
per; and if the Nation ſhould happen to be threatened with 
any immediate Attack, he may, and I hope always will take 
the proper Meaſures for preventing or defeating that Attack: 
In all ſuch Caſes it is not to be doubted but the Parliament 
will approve of what has been done, when. they come to ex- 
amine into the Meaſures ſo taken, and find that they were 
wiſely concerted, and neceſſary for the End propoſed ; but 
if the contrary ſhould appear; if it ſhould appear that diſho- 
nourable and inconſiſtent Treaties have been concluded ; that 
ndiculous Negotiations have been ſet on Foot, and ridicu- 
louſly carried on; that the Nation has been ſometimes ex- 
poſed to Dangers and Inſults without any juſt Cauſe, and of- 
ten put to great Expence when no Danger could poſſibly be 
apprehended ; has not the Parliament, in ſach a. Caſe, a 
Power? Are they not in Honour, in Duty ta their Country, 
bound to enquire. into ſuch Miſconduct, and to puniſh, the 
Authors of ſuch knaviſh or ſuch fooliſh Councils? And ſhall 
we, my Lords, thus before-hand - approve of whatever Ne- 
gociations or Treaties the Miniſters may be pleaſed to adviſe 
his Majeſty to enter into or conclude ? Shall we thus give an 
anticipated Promiſe to provide for whatever Expence the 
Miniſters may pretend to thinl: neceſſary for the Nation's De- 
fence? No Miniſters ought. to deſire ſuch an implicite Faith 
to be placed in their future Management, and I cannot think 
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Ann 7. Geo. II. that the preſent, by their late Condat, deſerde any J 
„ 773% traordinary Conſiden de. ö 
Win feſpecd to thoſe who may become Creditors of the Bll 
Poblick, the Difference betwixt an anticipated iſe and 
a' poſterior Approbation has been already fully explained: ; 
It has by both Sides been admitted, that the Hendut of Par f 
Hament in the firſt Caſe ſtands engaged to the Creditors of ! 
che Pablick, whether the Expenee incurred maybe 8 
neceſſary or not ; bur in the laſt Caſe the Honour of n e 
ament does not ſtand engaged, unleſs it appear to them thit : 
the Expence was neeeſſarily incurred. But I maſt likewi Wl ; 
rake Notice, my Lords, that it is the fame wich 'veſpe@ to 1. t 
my Treaties that may be entred into: When the Parlament { 
rants before-hand ſuch full Powers as are ut preſent dem- 0 
Je, the Honour of Parliament ſtands engaged to fee fuck 1 
Freaties punctaally performed, whether they be conſiſtent 
with the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation or not; but y 
when Treaties are concluded without any ſuch full Fowen fl 
from Parliament, - —_— Parliament 2 no Way « Wl : 
guged to perform them, unle approve of them ; the n 
moſt . Parliament or * are in Honour obi. i 
ved to do in that Caſe, is, to make a (Sacrifice of thoſe Mi. t. 
niſters, who key, = ponder Country in ſuch diſhonourable # ct 
_ diſadvantageous Treaties ; but in che firſt Caſe I do not u +; 
how the Nation could get off from the Obligation, url tt 
it were by making a Sacrifice of all thoſe Members of either 1 
Houſe of Parliament, wWho conſented to the granting ef ud , 1 
Powers, as well as of the Miniſters themfelves: © it 
I will agree chat the Queſtion now before us is an Aﬀii e 
of the utmoſt Conſequence; it is an Affair in which the 01 
Safety of the Nation, and the Honour and Diguſty of the 
Crown are deeply eoncerned: but I am eonvinced that the 
Safety of the Nation; and the Preſervation of the Honout 
and Dignity of the Crown, conſiſt in rejecting the Propetiti 
on now before us: In this the Safety of the Nation ecru tl 
ly conſifts, becauſe our agreeing to the Propofition would, u 1 
my Opinion, be, 'to -bring 'the Nation into a real Domelux ſu 
Danger, under the Pretenee of providing againſt a Porr n: 
Danger, that is either altogether imaginary, or ſo din D 
| that it may eaſfly be provided againſt without making a R 
erifice of our Conſtitution; and as the Honour” and. Diga to 
of the Crown of Great Britain eonſiſts in our King's be P 
the King of a free People, therefore every Thing that ml 0 
tend to encroach upon the Freedom of the People, wid dl 
this Propoſition directly does, muſt derogate'both from ti 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown. 80 
I mall likewiſe grant, that the preſent Subject ought M ee 
be treated in the molt ſerious Manner : I am really .* gr 
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herr ſuch Arguments founded upon ſuch/pretended Dangezs 3 Anne. Geo i 


for I may venture to propheſy,” that if euer the Parliament 
of Grear-Britain ſhould come into the Practice of. railing 
Phantoms in the Air, as an Excuſe for their granting extra- 
ordinary Powers to Minifters of State, the Liberties of this 
Nation will then begin to ſtand upon-/a very precarious 
Footing : They will d entirely upon the Miniſters for 
the Time being; if they make a right Uſe of the Powers 
granted them, our Conſtitution may be, duri 
preſerved; but they may, whenever they pl 
Powers towards the Ouerthrow of our Conſtitution ; and as 
the future Safety of Miniſters of State may very pre 


ſoon come to depend upon the Overthrow of our Conſtituti- 


on, after our Liberties come to depend upon ſuch Guardia 
[ am afraid they will be but ſhort-lived. vardiaps, 


«* The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt told us, that the Servant ; 


who left his Maſter's Door open for the Thieves to enter 

ſteal, was as criminal as the Thieves themſelves : In this 1 
agree with him; but in the preſent Caſe who is the Crimi- 
nal, the treacherous Servant? We are told, that the Nation 
is now in no greater. Danger than it was at the Beginning of 


the Seſſion ; therefore we are now either in no Danger, and 


conſequently under no Neceſſity of granting the Powers aſked 
tor, or we were then in. great Danger, and the Criminal, 


the treacherous Servant muſt be he who then knew of that 


Danger, and yet has concealed it. from. us, has concealed the 
Deſign and the Approach of the Thieves, till it is become 
impoſſible for us to ſhut our Doors againſt them, till it is be- 
come impoſſible for us to guard againit the Danger from with- 


— 


out, but by expoſing ourſelves to as great Danger from within. 


My Lords, 33 e en ee 
* As ſo much has been ſaid in Favounof this Queſtion by 
the noble Lords who have ſpoke beſore me in the te, I 
ſhall give you but a very little Trouble on the Subject. I ſhall 
ſuppoſe, my Lords, that the Danger we may be in, is now 
neither greater nor more imminent than it was the very firſ 
Day of the Seſſion; yet I think: a very good and ſufſicient 


Lord Herwey ſpoke next as follows: ji f A t 0 1% Ld Hervey. 


Reaſon may be aſſigned, for his Majeſty's being now obliged | 
ther 


to make an Application to his Parliament for fur 


Powers, which he did not think himſelf under any Neceſſity 


» _ at the Beginning, or during the Continuance of the 
enmon. 

* Tho' this Nation was in Danger at the Beginning of the 
Seſſion, yet, my Lords, his Majeſty did not think the Dan- 


ger ſo imminent as to oblige. him to -put his People to any | 


greater Expence than what was at that Time propoſed, and 
17 34+ Nn2 has 
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8 
ther Power, becauſe if the Danger ſhould have 2 


by Sea and Land, and for a Proviſion's being made by Par 


tation, his Majeſty, willing to put off as long as be an 


kh e 
Anno 7. Geo. II. has been provided for by Parliament. While the Parl. 


ment continued fitting, his Majeſty had no Uſe for any fur. 


nearer, or ſhould have begun to appear more formidable, 
his Majeſty could have immediately applied to his Parlia. 
ment for further Afiiſtance ; but as an End is ſoon to be put 
to this Seſſion of Parliament, as even the Parliament itſelf 
will probably ſoon be diſſolved, the Danger may betome 
more imminent, it may become more formidable before the 
next Parliament can meet; and as his Majeſty cannot, iq 
that Caſe, immediately apply to Parliament for further Af. 


_ fiſtance, therefore, as he always has the Quiet and Safety of 


his People much at Heart, he thinks himfelf obliged toak 
for ſome conditional Powers, in order that he may be eng 

during the Interval of Parliament, to do that which the Par 
liament, if it were ſitting, would moſt certainly enable hin 

to do as ſoon as he thought fit to apply for the ſame ; that i 
to make ſack further Augmentation of his Forces, either by 
Sea or Land, as may be abſolutely neceſſary for the Honour 
and Defence of his Kingdoms, and to concert ſuch Meaſures 
as the Exigency of Affairs may require. 

If the Danger, my Lords, had become, or were now 
more imminent or more formidable than it appeared at the 
Beginning of the Seſſion, his Majeſty would certainly have 
applied for an immediate Augmentation of his Forces both 
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liament for that Purpoſe ; and in ſuch a Caſe whatever had 
been done by Parliament 'muſt have been done by Way df 
Bill; but as there is no Neceſſity for an immediate Augmen 
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charging his People with any new Expence, only defires 
Power to make that Augmentation, in caſe it ſhould become 
neceſſary at a Time when he cannot poſſibly have the imme- 
diate Aſſiſtance of his Parliament. This, my Lords, [ 
muſt think extremely reaſonable, nay even abſolutely neceb 
fary, conſidering the preſent State of the Affairs of Furs 
and therefore I cannot refuſe my Conſent to the Propoſition 
made to us. | $ he's: g * 
Then the Queſtion being put upon the Duke of Neu:! 
Motion, it paſs'd in the Affirmative. 8 
Contents 76 
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Diſſentient 7 F 80 | A 
Becauſe we are' of Opinion, that no free People ſhould 
on any Occaſion whatever, veſt in any Perſon an unlimited 


| ( 285 ) EN ey; | 
wer for an indefinite Time; and whenever they do, they Anno 7. Geo. II. 
5 the ſame Time reſign their Liberty. — _ 285 1734. 
Abingdon, Cobham, Briſtol, Marchmont,' Burlington, Litch- F 
„ illoughby de Broke, Gower, Clinton, Nortbhamp- 
"ton, Strafford,  Aylesford, Bathurfl, Cheſterfield, Carteret, 
Berkſhire, Oxford and Mortimer, Montroſe, Weymouth, 
Shaftsbury, Graham, Boyle, Stair, Ker, Coventry, 
Montjoy, Foley, Thanet, Bedford, Teweedale, Cardigan, 
Craven, Winchelſea and Nottingham. a e 
Diſeatient 154 1 TY | 
1. Becauſe we conceive an Addreſs of this Kind, im-Proteft againſt 
powering the Crown to raiſe Men and Money, without ſpe- — — ws 
cifying the Numbers or the Sum, is unwarranted by any augment his For- 
precedent, and is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, for ces by Sea and 
it ſeems to us totally to ſubvert the very Foundation of our Land, during the 


S * 25 


is Conſtitutiou, the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors having provided moo of Parlia- 
by many regular Steps and ſolemn Forms, for granting Supplies 

ar to the Crown; whereas this new Method of a ſudden Ad- 

10 dreſs upon a Meſſage, at once fruſtrates and eludes all thoſe 


wiſe and ancient Precautions. | 

IT. Becauſe the Hiſtory of ſeveral Countries, formerly 
free, furnifhes us with many fatal Examples of the Abuſe of 
juch unlimited Powers, whenever the Eſtates of thoſe Coun- 
tries have transferred the legiſlative Authority, of raiſing 
Money, from themſelves, by an ill-plac'd Confidence, into 
the Hands of a few. The Cortes of Spain, by truſting the 
Power of raiſing Money, without their being aſſembled, 
tho' for but one Year, and the Eſtates of France, by allow- 
ing the Aids for the Defence of that Kingdom, to be raiſed 
for three or four Years together, without their being ſum- 
moned to meet, have never been able to retrieve their anti- 
ent Liberties and Conſtitution ; but by their weak Compli- 
ance with ſuch a fatal Meaſure, were the unhappy Inſtru- 
ments of rendering themſelves uſeleſs, and of enſlaving their 
reſpective Countries. R | | 

III. Becauſe, tho' we have all poſſible Confidence in his 
Majeſty's Wiſdom and Juſtice, and all imaginable Zeal for 
the Honour and Support of his Perſon and cen we 
cannot approve of a Meſſage, which, we are perſuaded, 
was both formed and adviſed by the ſame Miniſters, in whom 
thoſe extenſive and diſcretionary Powers are lodged by this 
Addreſs; and we ſee no Reaſon, from any Experience of their 
paſt OEconomy, to truſt them with the arbitrary Diſpoſal of 
an unlimited Sum; and as little Reaſon, from the Succeſs of 
their ſormer Alliances, to give any Approbation to paſt Trea- 
ties, Which have never been communicated to this Houſe, or 
2 previous Sanction of any future Treaties they ſhall con- 

* "= tract; 


N „ „ . 7 = N 2 


= 
> 


| 
| |, 
6 
Ill. 
| 
| 
| 
I] 


3 8 FP 
Anno7. Geo. ff. tract; efpecially finee, by their Maukiplicibpiof: Neyo; 


173+ ons, they have involved the Nation mm Eugagemente with 
divers foreign Powers, inconſiſtent, as we, conceive, with 
one another ; and, in ſo great a. Variety, as he cat by n 
Means be ſure that the beſt will be fingled out to be fulfilled, 
IV. Becauſe the preſent unfortunate Situation of the Af. 8 
fairs of Europe. cannot be repreſented as unforeſeen, or unex Bl : 

pected ; fince, from 1 Progreſs of dur Da, arm 

for ſome Years laſt paſt, the gradual Increaſe of the Diſorder 
and Confuſions in Europe has conſtantly been foretold. We 
.. therefore conceive, that had there not been ſome ſecret Res 
ſon for proceeding in this Manner, which "Reaſon we wil 
rather paſs over in Silence than 1 out, the be 
ceſſary Detnands of Men and Money would have been laid 
before the Parliament at the Beginning of the Seffion; ac 
cording to the ancient and regular Uſage, and which wel 
as certainly have been granted by a Parliament, which ha 
diſtinguiſhed! itſelf by a remarkable Zeal, Duty and Like 
rality to the Throne. e $5700 LIE 
V. We cannot think it prudent, in order to extricate our- 
ſelves out of our preſent Difficalties, to lodge thoſe unlimi 
ted, and, as we apprehend, dangerous Powers, in the Hand 
of thoſe very Perſons, under whoſe Management and Cu 
duct theſe Difficulties have been brought upon us; if, σ 
conceive, the National Debts are hardly leffen'd by moi 
than Twenty Years Peace; if our fuccefſive PFleety have 
proved a Terror to no Nation, and but only à Barthen to or 
own: If our great Armies have diſturbed the Minds of none 
but his Majeſty's own Subjects; this extenſive Power df t 
raiſing Money, Fleets and Armies, ſeems to us impropeh Wl * 
intruſted in the Hands of thoſe Miniſters, who have made 0 
no better Uſe of the Confidence already repoſed in them. 
VI. We would, with the utmoſt Zeal, concur in whatem Wi * 
might increafe to his Majeſty the Affections of his Peoplt Y 
at Home, or the Reſpe& of his Neighbours Abroad: Bit t 
this Zeal without Knowledge, we think, can tend tone E 
ther of thoſe deſireable Ends, but, on the contrary, rathe 0 
bring Contempt, as we apprehend, upon the too eaſy 2 © 
- Implicit Faith of Parliaments, than add Weight and Digi on 
ty to thoſe Powers we lodge, without any viſible Reaſon, i [ 
the Hands of the Miniſters. 8 Bait u 
Gower, Litchfield, Bathurſt, Cheſterfeld, Foley, Brifi, A 
Graham, Winchelſea and Nottingham, Teweedale, Stait ti 
Clinton, Shaftsbury, Bedford, Berkſhire, Northampta 
Thanet, Craven, Cobham, Aylesford, Montroſe, Om " 
and Mortimer, Marchmont, Strafford, Carteret, In 
Coventry, Montjoy, Cardigan, Weymouth, Willoughly a of 

Broke, Boyle. e 
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April 11. K Bill, For; enabling bis. Me te a the An. G II. 


Sum of 1,200,000 I. out of the Sinking Fan for the Ker uiti 


of the Tear 1734» and for appropriating the bupp/ies. grated. * 


1 this Seſſion of Pau m... 
; And « — being; made; | and; the ws ag ing put, 
That the Bill be committed, it vas feſolr in the Affrma⸗ 
tive. alda BUR, 6 wand io. £ afar 
Contents 64 1 Not Content 32 7 1 bee 
Proxies E 94 Proxies 19 . 21 it 
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Diſſentien n 


I. Becauſe the taking away, in this Manner, the whole Proteſt axainſt 
Produce of the Sinking Fund, has a Tendency, as we ap- ann 
prehend, to the Deſtruction of Parliamentary Credit and 1, 200, ooo l. out 
National Faith, and is more dangerous in its Conſequences, of the Sinking - 
25 it is founded upon à Doctriqe newly laid down ; That the Fund for the 


Proprietors of all the Debts ſubſcrihed to che Sontb · Seca ag 


Company, have nd Right to their principal Money, but on- 
ly to an Annuity of Four per Cent. and if this Opinion 
ſhould be thought to be countenanced by Parliament in paſ- 
fing this Bill, we are apprehenſive, that the Effects of it 
may be too foon and ſeverely felt, eſpecially ſince the ſaid 
Proprietors have found by Experience, that they have 
been paid off, when their Annuities or Stocks were above 
Par; and the Sinkimg-Fund is now diverted, when, as we 
apprehend, the faid Stocks and Annuities are likely to fall 
conſiderably under... nip 107) 
IT. Becauſe we ilook upon this Proceeding to be contrary 
to the Contract underſtood to have been made between the 
Publick and thoſe Creditors, who conſented to the Reduction 
ot their Intereſt, in Confidence that their Principal and re- 
maining Intereſt, would thereby be better ſecured 3 in Purſu- 
ance of which an Act of Parliament was made, in the third 
Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, whereby it is enacted, That 
the Monies to ariſe from Time to Time, by certain Surpluſſes, 
Exceſſes, and overplus Monies therein ſpecified (which are 
commonly called the $inking-Fand) ſhall be appropriated; for 
diſcharging the Principal and Intereſt of ſuch National Debts 
and Incumbrances, as were incurred before the [25th Day of 
December,« 3716, and were declared to be National Debts, 
and were provided for by Act of Parliament in ſuch Man- 
ner and Form, as ſnould be directed or appointed in any ſu- 
ture Act or Acts of Parliament; and the ſaid Act of Parli- 
ament is confirmed by another Act, made in the 6th Year of 
his late Majeſty, which, after reciting that the ſaid Overplus 
Money will be greatly increaſed; as it was from the 24th 
of Zane, 1727, applies the ſaid Over plus Monies, as they 
licod appropriated by the former Act, and likewiſe eſtabliſhes 
| a 
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Anno 7. Geo. HI, 4 Contract between the Publick, and. evefy-individaal.Cr 
1734 ditor of the Publick, that ſubſcribed: to the Senth Sex Con, 


poany, that the ſaid ſubſcribing Creditors ſhall-have.'a pers, 
tual Annuity of Four per Cent. from the Vear 12% un 
they ſhould be paid off; and then applies the Sinking Fund 
fo increaſed, to pay off ſuch . Debts as were contracted be 
fore the 25th of December, 1716, and declared to be Nati, 
onal Debts, and provided for by Act of Parliament z Which, 
if it is purſued, will be the moſt effectual Means, as it is the 
ſrongeſt Stipulation that can be made, for paying off the 
National Debt. And theſe Appropriations in the laid Act 
were manifeſtly made to prevent the Application of the 
Sinking - Fund to the current Service of the Year, or to the 
Payment of Debts incurred ſince the Vear 1716, Which 
like the preſent Navy- Debt, may have lain dormant a long 
as they could poſſibly be concealed, and bern occaſioned by 
Miniſters, who may have run the ä Expence 
every Vear, than they thought for their to demand 
from Parliament. We apprehend the greater Danger fro 
this Proceeding, by conſidering the Steps which have bert 
taken before it came to this Point. At firſt ſome Surpluſſe 
were diſtinguiſhed out of the Sinking - Fund, and Supplie 
for the current Service of the Year raiſed upon them. Then 
a Sum of Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds, being Surplul- 
ſes of the ſaid Fund, over the Million which had been an 
nually paid off, was applied laſt Year in the ſame Manner, 
Now the Whole is taken at once; and we may juſtly ſu: 
ſpe, that the flext Attempt will be to mortgage the Sink 
ing-Fund ; the Conſequence of which will:inevitably be; z 
we. conceive, a total Deſtruction of Parliamentary Credit 
and introduce a Neceſũty of taxing the Funds. The next 
Step is more eaſy to be foreſeen, than proper to be 
III. Becauſe the appropriating Clauſe in this Act i, in 
Effet, an Unappropriation of all the Money that has been 
raiſed this Year, and puts it in the Power of a Miniſter w 
divert any of the Sapplies to whatever Purpoſes he ſhall 
think fit; and this, in Conſequence only of an unprecedent 
ed Meſſage from the Crown, ſpecifying neither the Danget 
apprehended, nor the Services propoſed ; whereas appropri 
ating Clauſes were introduced to prevent the ſeeret ill Uk 
of publick Money, and every Tendency of breaking througl 
them, is a juſt Foundation for Parliamentary Jealouſy 
Inquiry; and therefore we apprehend, that we. cannot a. 
ſwer it to the Nation, if we ſhould acquieſce, when {ucl 
Innovations are attempted. erg 
TV. Becauſe this new Method of unappropriating Money, 
raiſed for particular Uſes, fruſtrates and eludes the Wiſdow 
and Caution of Parliaments in the original Grange * 
| | on i 
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Monies, which is always in Conſequence of Eſtimates laidAngo 7. Geo. 1I. 


before the other Houſe, and for Services ſpecified ; and 


1734. bs 


this too, at the Beginning of the Seſſion in a full Houſe : : = 


Whereas this unappropriating Clauſe comes in, not only at 
the End of the Seſſion, but at the End of the Parliament, in 
a thin Houſe, after many Gentlemen were oblig'd to go to 
their reſpective Countries, and the Houſe may be apprehend- 
ed to have conſiſted, chiefly of ſuch, who had either no Buſi- 
neſs in the Country, or had particular Reaſons for not go- 
ing there till this Clauſe ſhould be firſt paſſed, and take Effect. 

V. Becauſe this Clauſe gives Miniſters ſuch a Latitude to 
embezzle or miſapply the publick Money, that we appre« 
hend it to be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence ; for the 
Accounts, if any, given afterwards of the Diſpoſal of ſuch 
Sums, tho' impoſſible to be credited, may be impoſſible to 
be diſproved. Domeſtick Fortunes may be raiſed out of 
foreign Subſidies, and the Money asked for our Defence, 
and granted for our Safety,-may be employed for our De- 
ſtruction. The Vote of Credit in the Year 1726, and what 
was built upon it, coſt the Nation One Million, ſeven Hun- 
dred ninety ſeven Thouſand, ſeven Hundred and thirty 
Pounds, excluſive of the great Increaſe of Forces by Sea 
and Land, that were granted by Parliament, Four Hundred 
and thirty five Thouſand Pounds were never accounted for 
to Parliament; and the reſt was accounted for under the 
Articles of Money paid to the Landgrave of He/z, amount- 
ing to One Million, ſeventy nine Thouſand, ſeven Hundred 
Pounds; to the Crown of Swedzn, One Hundred and fifty 
Thouſand Pounds; to the Duke of Voſſenbuitle One Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds; to Exchange to the Heſfans, Ten 
[Thouſand three Hundred thirty five Poundss to Ex- 
change to Denmark, Twenty two Thouſand fix Hundred 
ninety four Pounds ; and all this Expence was incurred to 
puard againſt Dangers which the Adminiſtration then gave out 
they apprehended from the exorbitant Power of the Houſe 
of Auſtria. : ? 

VI. Becauſe the Money raiſed this Vear amounts to Three 
Millions nine Hundred and eighty Thouſand Pounds ; One 
Million is raiſed by that expenſive Way of mortgaging tie 
dalt-Duty for eight Years ; the Sinking-Fund, amounting 
0 Twelve Hundred Thouſand Pounds, is taken, and every 
hing done that can carry an Appearance of eaſing the 
| and this Election Year : But this Bill not only gives the 

iniſter a Power over the whole Supply raiſed this Year, 
but, by this unprecedented Device, lays a certain Foundati- 
dn of a greater Load upon the Land, which the Nation may 
e reduced to pay off, with Intereſt, next Year: And we 
annot omit this Circumſtance, That the Money voted this 
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Anno 7. Geo. H. Year exceeds the Supply to the Amount of above One 
.. 1734 Hundred Thouſand Pounds. BEES 
— VII. Becauſe we conceive this Precedent to be the h 
dangerous at the End of a Parliament, and may be followed 
- fatally for our Liberties at the Concluſion of future Pag 
ments: For we have little Reaſon to be ſure, and as little 9 

hope, that future Parliaments will be like this, unbyiifſed, 

uncorrupt, uninfluenced, by the great Number of Employ- 

ments they enjoy, zealous Aſſerters of the Laws, Liberties, 

and Conſtitution of their Country. And ſhould there ever 

hereafter unfortunately be choſen a Houſe of "Commons, 

conſiſting of a Ser of Men, corrupted by a Miniſter, barter. 

ing the Liberties of their Country for Places and Penfions, 

in the moſt flagitious Manner ; deteſted and deſpiſed by thoſe 

they repreſent, they would probably, towards the End of 

their Term, compleat the Meaſure of their Iniquity, by 

lodging ſuch a Power in the Hands of their correſponding 

Miniſter, as would enable him to chuſe them again in the 

ſucceeding Parliament, contrary to the Intentions, as well a 

Intereſts, of their true Electors, by which Means Corrupti 

on and Tyranny would be entail'd upon this Nation, in the 

moſt dangerous Manner, by the Sanction of Parliament. 

VIII. Becauſe blending inconſiſtent Matters of this Nature, 

as we conceive, in a Money-Bill, lays this Houſe under the 

utmoſt Difficulties, ſince the Delays occaſioned by any Alte- 

ations made in this Houſe to ſome Parts of a Money-til 

may be unavoidable Obſtructions to other Parts of it, that 

require Expedition and Diſpatch. k. Wc 

IX. Becauſe the extending of this unprecedented Poyer 

to the 24th of December next, is a Length of Time beyond 

what was ever known, as we apprehend, in any Caſe, and 

is, in our Opinion, not only dangerous, but unneceſſary; 

For the chief Pretence for the Vote, was to have Power dur. 

ing the Interval of Parliament, which may be choſen and 

meet much ſooner, if it ſhall be thought convenient, aftet 

ſo extenſive a Power is lodged in the Hands of the Miniſter 

for ſo long a Term. N | 3 — 


Denbigh, Litchfield, Coventry, Northampton, Winchellu 
and Nottingham, Clinton, Montjoy, Craven, Bathurf,. 
Weymouth, Montroſe, Stair, Strafford, Thangt, Mark 
borough, Carteret, Oxford and Mortimer, Taoeedalt 


Gocber, Maſham, Ker. | . 
The Parliament On the 16th of April the King came to the Houſe, and 
prorogued, prorogued the Parliament ; and on the 18th a Proclamation 
was iſſued for the Diſſolution thereof, and for calling aue. 


ther, 
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LORDS SPIRITUAL and Teuron «ns: 


unmord to meet at Weſtminſter, on the 14h of Janu- 
ary, 1734-5, being the SECOND PARLIAMENT 5 
King GEORGE the Second. | 


vr the Lift of the Names of the FO of the Houſe of 
Commons, with the ſeveral Alterations therein, by undue 


wwe refer the Reader to the APPENDIX, to CHANDLER” s 
Edition of the Hiftory and Proceedings of that Houſe. 


b, Knights of the Bath. Dye” t * in the Houſe, 


t, Knights of the Thiſtle, 
3 The fellowing were created Dukes 
DUKES 29. ſince the Revolution. | 


IS Royal Highneſs Fredrick, Charles Powlet, Duke of Bolton, 
Prince of Wales, Duke of _— 7 ” 

Cornwall, k. g. Thomas Osborne, Duke of Leeds. 
is Royal Highneſs William, Duke John Ruſſel, Duke of Bedford. . 
of Cumberland, k. g. William Cavendiſh, Duke of De- 
Iward Howard, 'D. of Norfolk. * vonſhire, k. g. 
arles Seymour, Duke of Somer- Edmund Sheffield, Duke of Buck- 
ſet, k. g. inghamſhire, u. a. 


g. Knights of he Garter. 2 = by a. 1 Age. 


1 lun Fitzroy, Duke of Cleve- 5 Spencer, Duke of Marlbo- 
It rough. f 
ry barles Lenos, Duke of Rich- John Manners, Duke of Rutland, 

a mond, K. g. CY 


- Fitzroy, Duke of Grafton, John Montagu, Duke of Montagu, 
k. 


So 
ary Somerſet, Duke of Beaufort. Charles Douglaſs, Duke of Qeens- | 
arles Beauclerk, Duke of St.Al- berry and Dover“. 


bans, k. b. 


1734-5. R r | Henry 


Elections, Double Returns, Deaths, and Promotions, & c. 


( 330). | 


| Henry de Grey, Duke of Kent, 


k. g· . 

James Hamilton, Duke of Hamil- 
ton and Brandon. k. t. 
Peregrine Bertie, Duke of Ancaſter. 
Evelyn Pierpoint, Duke of King- 

9 


n. 
Thomas Pelham, Duke of New- 
ce caſtle, k. g. | 


William Bentinck, Duke of Port- 


land. 
John Campbell, Duke of Argyle 
and Greenwich, k. g. 
William Montagu, Duke of Man- 
cheſter, k. b. 8 
* Bridges, Duke of Chandois, 


„ 

Lionel Cranfield Sackville, Duke of 
Dorſet, k. g. 

Seroop Egerton, Duke of Bridg- 


water. 


MARQUIS, r. 
Ws Herbert, Marquis of Pow- 


*% 
18. 


EAR LS, 72. 
George Talbot, Earl of Shrewſ- 
bury, * 
James Stanley, Earl of Derby. 
Theophilus Haſtings, Earl of Hun- 
tington. 
Henry Herbert, Earl of Pembroke. 
Henry Clinton, Earl of Lincoln, 
u. a. | 
Henry Howard, Earl of Suffolk. 
you Cecil, Earl of Salisbury. 
rownlow Cecil, Earl of Exeter. 
Rm Js Earl of Leiceſter, 


James Compton, Earl of North- 


ampton. 
Edward Rich, Earl of Warwick and 
Holland. 
William Fielding, Earl of Den- 
bigh. 5 
Thomas Fane, Earl of Weſtmore- 
land, 


Henry Bowes Howard, Earl of 


Berkſhire. 
John Savage, Earl Rivers.“ 
Charles Mordaunt, Earl of Peter- 
borough, Kk. g. 
Harry Grey, Earl of Stamford. 
Daniel Finch, Earl of Winchelſea 
and Nottingham. 
Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of 
Cheſterfield, k. g. : 
Sackville Tufton, Earl of Thanet. 


Nicholas Leake, Earl of Scall 


John Montagu, Earl of Sandwich, 
Us As X 

Henry Hyde, Earl of Clarendon au 
Rocheſter, 1 

George Brudenell, Earl of Cardign, 

Arthur Anneſly, Earl of Angleſes, 


Charles Howard, Earl of Carliſle. 


Thomas Bruce, Earl of Aab. 
Richard Boyle, Earl of Burlington, 
8. ; | 
Anthony Aſhley Earl d 

Shaftsbury. n 
m_ Henry Lee, Earl of Litch. 
eld. 
ohn Roberts, Earl of Radnor, 
wy Berkeley, Earl of Berkly, 
K. 8. 
Montagu Venables Bertie, Earl 
Abingdon. 
Baptiſt Noel, Earl of Gai 
Robert Darcy, Earl of Holdernek, 
Us As * 
Other Lewis Windſor Hickma, 
Earl of Plymouth, v. a. 


William Stafford Howard, Earl u 


Stafford, * | 
The following 11 were created n 


the Revolution, 
Richard Lumley, Earl of Scarbv- 
rough, k. g. X 
George Booth, Earl of Warnngtan, 
Thomas Newport, Earl of Bradford, 


Frederick Zuleſtein, Earl of Rod 
8 
William Anne Van Kepel, Earl d 


Albemarle, k. b. 
William Coventry, Earl of Coret- 


Willem Villiers, Earl of Jerſey. 

Henry D' Auverquerque, Eal d 
Grantham, k. g. 

_ Poulet, Earl Poulet, k. þ 

rancis Godolphin, Earl of Gola. 


phin. 
ohn Cholmondeley, Earl of Chu 
_  mondeley, 1 
The following 23 created ſince th 
Union. 
Edward Harley, Earl of Oxforl.... 
Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Str 
ford, k. g. EY” 
Henry Shirley errers. 
William Legt, Earl of Dartmoutl 


Henry Paget, Earl of Uxbridge. 
. Loni 


Aa FT _ a to 


Po. 


(3 
Lewis Watſon, Earl of Rocking- 
„A. 2 
Charles Bennet, Earl of Tanker-. 
ville N k. t. 


hn Hervey, Earl of Briſtol __ 
beuge Montagu, Earl of Halli- 
fax, k, b. 5 | 
Ae Yelverton, Earl of Suſſex; 


u. a. 
William Cowper, Earl Cowper 
Philip Stanhope, Earl Stanhope, u. a. 
Philip Sherrard, Earl of Harbo- 


rough EY 

George Parker, Earl of Maccles- 
field f 9 

Thomas Farmer, Earl of Pomfret, 
Kk. b. 

Robert Ker, Earl Ker (Marq. Beau- 
mont 

I Mildmay, Earl Fitzwalter 

james Waldegrave, Earl Walde 


ve N 0 
Jokn Aſhburnham, Earl ef Aſh- 
buraham 2 
Spencer Compton, Earl of Wil- 
mington, k. b. 
Francis Howard, Earl of Effingham 


ton, k. b. 


VISO UNT 
Price Devereux, Viſc, Hereford 
Anthony Brown, Viſc. Montagu * 
Laurence Fiennes, Viſc. Say and 

Sele 8 
Thomas Bellaſys, Viſc. Falconberg “ 
Charles Townſhend, Viſc. Town- 

ſhend, k. g. 

Thomas Thynne, Viſc. Weymouth 

William Hatton, Viſc. Hatton. 


The following 8 were created Viſ- 
counts ſince the Revolution. 
Henry Lowther, Viſc. Lonſdale 
Henry Obrian, Viſc. Tadcafter 
Henry St. John, Viſc. St. John 
Richard Temple, Viſc. Cobham 
Hugh Boſcawen, Viſc. Falmouth 
John Wallop, Viſc. Lymington 
Simon Harcourt, Viſc. Harcourt. 
Pattee Byng, Viſc. Torrington. 


BARONS, 61- 
William Nevil, Lord Abergavenny 
James Touchet, Lord Audley (E. 

of Caſtlehaven) * 


Heneage Finch, Earl of Aylesford 


Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Mal- 


| 


31) | 
Algernoon Seyrtour, Lord Percy 
John Weſt, Lord De la War, k. b; 

ugh Forteſcue, Lord Clinton, k. b. 
4 

Thomas Stourton, Lord Stourton 

Richard Verney, Lord Willoughby 
de Breok 

Hugh Willoughby, Lord Willough- 
by of Parham 

William Ferdinand Carey, Lord 
Hunſdon 

John St. John, Lord St. John of 
Bletſho 

Robert Petre, Lord Petre * 8 

Henry Arundel, Lord Arundel of 
Wardour * by 

Charles Dormer, Lord Dormer ® 

Henry Roper, Lord Teynham 

Francis Greville, Lord Brook, u. a. 

Nevil Lovelace, Lord Lovelace 

Henry Maynard, Lord Maynard 

Charles Bruce, Lord Bruce 

Edward Leigh, Lord Leigh 
William Byron; Lord Byron 
3 Langdale, Lord Lang- 
e * 

William Berkeley, Lord Berkeley. 
of Stratton 

Charles Cornwallis; Lord Corn- 
wallis | ; 

Charles Townſhend, Lord Lynn 

John Arundel, Lord Arundel of 

Trerice : 

William Craven, Lord Craven 

William Carteret, Lord Carteret - 

William Stawel, Lord Stawel 

Francis North, Lord Guilford 

Edward Griffin, Lord Griffin 


The following created ſince the Re- 
| volutien. 
Charles Butler, Lord Butler of 
Weſton , 
Henry Herbert, Lord Herbert of 
Cherbur) | 
Maurice Thompſon, Lord Haver- 
_ ſham : | 
Gilbert Vane, Lord Barnard _ 
jon Leveſon Gower, Lord Gower 
Francis Seymour Conway, Lord 
Conway 
ohn Hervey, Lord Hervey _. 
John Boyle, Lord Boyle (Earl of 


rey} | 

George Hay, Lord Hay (Earl of 
Kinnoul 

Rr 2 Thomas 
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Francis Willoughby, Lord Middleton 
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Thomas Windfor, Lord Montjoy Rob. Walpole jun. Ld. Walpole k. b. 

Thomas Manſel, Lord Manſel, u. a. John King, Lord King 
ohn Hobart, Lord Hobart, k. b. 
ohn Monſan, Lord Monſon, k. b. 


Thomas Trevor, Trevor 
homas Coke, Lord Lovel, x. b. 


Samuel Maſham, Lord Maſham 


Thomas Foley, Lord Foley William Stanhope, Lord Harrington 
Allen Bathurſt, Lord Bathurſt Robert Raymond, Ld. Raymond, u. 
Thomas Onſlow, Lord Onflow Philip Vorke, Lord Hardwicke 
Robert Maſham, Lord Romney Ci. Talbot, Lord Henſol, Lo 
Charles Cadogan, Lord Cadogan _ Chancellor | 


Matthew Ducie Morton, Lord Ducie J. Poulet, Lord Henton 
ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS, 26, 


Names An. 1735. SEES Darx In the Roon o 
Dr. William Wake Biſhop of Lincoln 1705 e 33 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury 1716 Tenniſon deceaſed 
Dr. Lancelot BlackburnBp,of Exeter 1717 Blackhall deceaſed 
Lord Archbiſhop of York 1724 Dawes deceaſed 
Dr. Edmund Gibſon By. of J nden 1723 Rahinden deans 
| Litch. and Cov. 1717 Hough tranſlated 
Dr. Edward Chandler Durham 1730 Talbat deceaſed 
— a 1716 Evans —_— 
: Herefo 1721 Biſſe deceaſed 
Dr. Benjamin Hoadly ö Saliſbury 1724 Willis tranſlated 
Wincheſter 1734 Willis deceaſed 
N 1690 | | 
Dr. John Hough Lich. and Cov. 1699 . 
J Worceſter 1717 Lloyd deceaſed 
Dr. John Wynn St. Aſaph 1715 Fleetwood tranſſatel 
e Bath and Wells 1727 Hooper deceaſed 
Dr. John Potter Oxford 15715 Talbot tranſlated 
Dr. Thomas Sherlock J Sanfter 1 hr 
. - altubury 1734 Hoadly tran 
Dr. Robert Butts Norwich 1733 Baker deceaſed 
Dr. Th G .F Norwich 1721 Trimnell deceaſed 
2 Ely 1723 Fleetwood deceaſed 
Dr. Richard Reynolds 5 = Ae 3 
1 | inco 1723 Gibſon 
8 Glouceſter 1721 Willis tranſlated 
Dr. Joſeph Wilcox T1 Rocheſter 1731 Bradford deceaſed 
Dr. George Fleming Carliſle - 1733 Waughdeceaſed 
Dr. Henry Egerton Hereford. 1724 Hoadly tranſlated 
Dr. Thomas Secker _—__ 1733 Cecil 2 
, | St. Davids 1724 Otley deceaſec 
Dr. Richard Smallbrooke 3 Lich. and o. 1738 Chandler tranſlated 
Dr. Stephen Weſton Exeter 1724 Blackbourn tranſam 
| N Landaff 1725 Tyler deceaſed 
Dr. Robert Clavering . Peterborough 1729 Kennet deceaſed 
Dr. Samuel Peploe — 1726 Gaſtrel — 
. t. Aſaph 1727 Wynn tr | 
Dr. Francis Hare Chicheſter 1755 Waddington 
Dr. Charles Cecil —— 
Dr. John Harris Landaff a Clavering tranſltel 
Dr. in Benſon Glouceſter 1734 Sydall deceaſed 
Dr. Thomas Tanner St. Aaph 1731 Hare tranſlated 
Dr, Nicholas Clagget. St. Davids 1731 Sydall —_— 11 
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Caf x 


g A Liſt of the Sixr EEX PeERs of Scotland. 

9 Francis Scot, Duke of Buccleugh, F Charles Hamilton, Earl of Selkirk 
ton k. te Alexander Lindſay, Earl of Balcar- 
FR mes Murray, Duke of Athol 


ras . 

illiam Ker, Marquis of Lothian John Murray, Earl of Dunmore, 
ohn Lindſay, Earl of Crawford k. t. . 6-4 

John Sutherland, Earl of Suther- ot Hamilton, Earl of Orkney, 
land, k. t. k. t. | | | 

3 Douglas, Earl of Morton Charles Hope, Earl of Hoptoun 

Hugh Campbell, Earl of Loudon, Charles Collyear, Earl of Portmore, 


of i. k. t. | 
James Ogilvy, Earl of Finlater and Archibald Campbell, Earl of Ila 
Seafield, k. t. Charles Cathcart, Lord Cathcart 
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AN. 14. both Houſes met, and his Majeſty directed the 
Commons to chuſe a Speaker, which being done, on 
he 23d the King opened the Seſſion with a Speech from the 
Throne as uſual. Which ſee in Chand. Hiſt. An. 8. George II. 
1734-5, p. 2. | 5 f | 
5483 3 as his Majeſty was retired from the Houſe, Motion for an 
the Lords took the Speech into their Conſideration, and the Addreſs. 
fame being read, a Motion was made, That a dutiful Ad- 
dxeſs ſhould be preſented by that Houſe to his Majeſty, 
* to return his Majeſty their unfeigned Thanks for his moſt 
* gracious Speech from the Throne 2 his 
Majeſty's Care for the true Intereſt of his People, in pre- 
venting their being unneceſſarily engaged in the preſent 
* War, and in concerting Meaſures with the States General 
* for reſtoring the public Tranquillity; to declare their Sa- 
tisfaction in obſerving, that the good Offices of his Majeſ- 
ty and the States General had been accepted by all Parties 
engaged in the War; and that it was to be aſcribed only 
* to his Majeſty's uncommon Vigilance for the Welfare of 
* his People, and the Repoſe of Ch+i/endom, that the ſalu- 
* tary Work he was engaged in, was advanced to ſuch a 
* Degree, that a Plan might be ſhortly offered to the Con- 
* fideration of the Parties concerned, as a Baſis for a general 
Treaty: To aſſure his Majeſty, that they would not be 
* amuſed by any Hopes whatſoever, ſo far as to leave the 
Security of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms expoſed to real 
Dangers ; and that their Endeavours ſhould never be want- 
ung to diſappoint the vain Expectations of thoſe who might 
imagine Advantages to themſelves from ſuch Methods: 
Jo declare, that they truſted in that good Harmony which 
* ubſiſted between his Majeſty and the States General; and 
8 © to 
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Syeeches intro 


ductory of this - the Tranſactions, which were declared to be the princhi 


Motion. 


e OY WY 
© to aſſure his Majeſty, that they would fu him in af 
© ſuch Meaſures as might be neceſſary for ecuring the NN. 


ſings of Peace and Tranquillit y, or for putting this Naum 
< ina Condition to act that Part, which it might be jncun, 
© bent on Great Britain to undettake : To acknowledge the 
Felicity they enjoyed, in his Majeſty's having always e 
< teemed the Intereſt of Sovereign and Subject as mutwl 
< and inſeparable,” and having made the due Execution a 
< Obſervance of the Laws the Rule of his Government; 
and to aſſure his Majeſty, that they were determined g 
* convince the World, by a ſteady Courſe of Loyalty, thy 
© they conſidered the Maintenance of their Religion and I 
© berties, as being involved in the Support of his Majelh\ 
© Perſon and Government, and in the Preſervation of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion in his royal Houſe ; and that it n 
© their unalterable Purpoſe to tranſmit theſe invaluable N 
« ſings to Poſterity. | 3 


This Motion was introduced with 8 mM 2 0 
of which was as follows. E _ * Ke : 


„ oo ® &% -% 0. %& -» @' Wa 23 BI 


My Lords, as this Nation was no way concerned i 


Cauſes and Motives of the preſent War in Europe, I eam 
but admire the Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Conduct, in p 
venting this Nation's being any way engaged in it; but 
my Lords, when the Sword is once drawn, it is 1mpolible 
to foretel how far it may be carried, or when it will de 
put up. The Parties engaged may, as yet, be moderate 
in their Expectations, as well as their Demands ; but Sic 
ceſs of either Side may elate the Minds of the Vier, 
and make them reſolve to carry their Conqueſts much far 
ther, than they at the beginning really intended, and far 
ther than is conſiſtent with the Balance of Power, or tit 
Liberties of Europe; and therefore, though this Nan 
was, at firſt, no way concerned with the Motiyes or Cate 
of the War, yet it may at laſt come to be very deepl 
concerned in the Event: For this Reaſon it became 1s 
ceſlary, as ſoon as the War broke out, to put this Nati 
not only in a proper Poſture of Defence, but in a Cn 
tion to act with Vigour, in caſe of Need; and in this tif 
< Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Councils is not lefs conſpicucn 
than in the Care he has taken not to engage us too hu 
© ly in the War. | 
© The moſt ambitious Deſigns, my Lords, may ſometins 
© be concealed under the moſt plauſible Pretences; but to 
* netrate into the moſt ſecret Springs, and to diſcover 2 
len 
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„„ oa. 
views of the Parties concerned, there was no Method more 
« certain or more effectual, than that which his Majeſty has 
taken; To make an Offer of his good Offices, for compo- 
« ſing the preſent unbappy Differences of Enrope 3 and, in 
« purſuance of the Acceptation of his good Offices, to pro- 
« poſe ſuch a Plan of Peace as may be conſiſtent, as much as 
« poſlible, with the Honour and Intereſt of all the Parties 
6 engaged in War, is a certain and an infallible Way to diſ- 
cover, whether any of them have ſecret Views, which are 
« inconſiſtent with the general Intereſt of Exrope;; and if any 
« ſuch Views ſhould be diſcovered, then will it be proper and 
« neceſlary for his Majeſty, and the other Princes and States 
© of Europe, to join together, and concert ſuch Meaſures as 
may defeat thoſe ambitious Views, wherever they may be 
* found lurking and concealed. x | 
This, my Lords, was the moſt prudent and the moſt ef- 
* ſetual Meaſure which his Majeſty could purſue z and, in 
the Purſuit of this Meaſure, he has taken all thoſe Steps 
« which the moſt conſummate Wiſdam could direct: He has 
taken Care, that neither of the Parties concerned ſhould have 
* the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& his being any way partial in the 
Affair; and he has, in every thing, acted in Concert with 
© the States General of the United Prowinces, who are our moſt 
* natural Allies, and who are under the ſame Engagements 
* with him. By this Concert, if there be any Prince or State 
in Europe, that entertains an ambitious View of Conqueſt, 
they will be made to ſee, that, as ſoon as their Views are 
* diſcovered, they muſt expect to be attacked by the united 
Force of Great Britain and Holland; and there is no more 
c effeftual Way of preſerving the Peace of Exrepe, than that 
* of depriving the Ambitious of all Hopes of Succeſs, in any 
* of the Projects they may form againſt the Liberties or the 
* Deminions of their Neighboyrs, | 
* To make this Meaſure ſtill more effectual, it was neceſ- 
* fary, my Lords, not only to provide for our Defence at 
home, but to arm ourſelves with Alliances abroad, and to 
engage as many of the Princes and States of Europe, not al - 
ready concerned in the War, as we could, in the ſame fa- 
* Jutary Meaſures: For this Reaſon we cannot but applaud 
J his Majeſty's Conduct, in having concluded a Treaty with 
the King of Denmark ; by which, and by the other Treaties 
Which his Majeſty may hereafter conclude, it is not to be 
doubted, but that he will be enabled to put a Stop to the 
victorious Arms of either of the Parties engaged in War, in 
* Caſe they ſhould attempt to carry their Succeſſes and their 
Conqueſts farther than may be conſiſtent with the Balance 
\ of Power in Europe. et | SOLE 
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LE, At the fame time, my Lords, we cannot but admire by 
s Majeſty's Prudence and Moderation, in the Uſe he has may 


of that Power, which was ſo reaſonably granted to him hy 
* the laſt Seſſion of laſt Parliament, with reſpect to the Add. 
© tions he has been pleaſed to make to the Naval or Lay 
Forces of this Kingdom: The Additions made to either an 
but very inconſiderable; the principal Expence has ben 
* occaſioned by making Additions to our Naval Force, whic 
« Expence is always the leaſt burdenſome, and the moſt ug. 
© ful to this Nation ; and the ſmall Addition that has ben 
made to our Land Forces, has been made in that Wy 
5 which is moſt convenient to the Subject, and leaſt expenſe 
to the Public: Yet, my Lords, this moderate Ule of thy 
© Power, this ſmall additional Expence which the Nation hy 
* been put to, joined with the prudent Meaſures which hi 
s Majeſty has purſued abroad, has already, we ſee, produce 


extraordinary Effects. It has 3 produced an Acc 


«* tation of his Majeſty's good Offices, for compoſing the Di 
5 ferences now ſubſiſting in Europe ; and it is not to be doubt 
ed, but that a Continuance of the ſame vigorous Meafur; 
will produce a general Agreement to that Plan of Paz 
which his Majeſty, in Conjunction with his Allies, is u 
© propoſe to the Parties engaged in the preſent War. | 

As theſe Meaſures, and the good Effects of them, hay 
s. proceeded from that Concord and Confidence which hay 
« hitherto ſubſiſted between his Majeſty and his Parliament 
© ſo the good Effects which we are yet to from then, 
© muſt entirely depend upon the Powers at War being conv, 


„ ced, that the ſame Concord and Confidence do till fublif; 


© and therefore I ſhall take the Liberty to move your Lat 
© ſhips, That, &e. (as before-mentioned.)  _ 


To this Motion an Amendment was propoſed, Thatal 
the intermediate Paragraphs between the firſt and laſt ſhoull 
be left out, and that the Motion ſhould ſtand thus: 


To return his Mzjeſty their unfeigned Thanks for his mak 
« gracious Speech from the Throne; and to acknowledge tit 
Felicity they enjoyed, in his Majeſty's having 
© eſteemed the Intereſt of Sovereign and Subject as. mul 
and inſeparable, and having made the due Execution as 
* Obſervance of the Laws the Rule of his Government ; 1 
* to aſſure his Majeſty, that they were determined to con 
the World, by a ſteady Courfe of Loyalty, that they or 
* ſidered the Maintenance of their Religion and Liberties, , 
being involved in the Support of his Majeſty's Perſon a 
Government, and in the Preſervation of a 
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« cefſion in his Royal Houſe ; and that it was their unalterable 


ad * Purpoſe, to tranſmit theſe invaluable Bleſſings to Poſterity, 
| ' ; py 
. The Argument for this Amendment was to the Effe& as 
and follows, viz. | Ll | 
at þ 3 
cel My Lords, the Members of this Houſe, who are in the Argument for 
uch « ame Situation with me, muſt labour under a very great the Amendment. 
15 « Diſadvantage, when they are to give their Sentiments of 
en « what is propoſed upon any ſuch Occaſion as the preſent. 
Wy As we know nothing of his Majeſty's Speech, till we hear 
ine © it from the Throne, nor any thing of the Motion intended 
lat to be made, till we hear it in this Houſe, it cannot be ſup- 
IF * poſed that we can ſpeak ſo exactly or methodically to it as 
hy « otherwiſe we might. If I had the Motion, my Lords, in 
Cd my Hand, I could exactly point out the Paragraphs I am 
the to ſpeak to; but as I have not, I hope your Lordſhips will 
if allow me to ſpeak from the Notes I have taken of it; and 
b. * if I have miſtaken any of the Paragraphs, I hope thoſe 
b Lords, who are better acquainted with it than I am, will 
it * endeavour to ſet me right. I ſhall readily admit, that the 
0 Motion made by the noble Duke, has been drawn up with 

* a great deal of Zeal and Prudence; and I believe it has 
u © been concerted with as much Care and Caution, as was 
R * conſiſtent with the Deſign. | 


The firſt Paragraph, my Lords, is, in my Opinion, a 
very proper Return, from this Houſe, to his Majeſty's 
© Speech from the Throne; and the laſt Paragraph is a Decla- 
ration of our Zeal and Affection for his Majeſty, and his il- 
* luſtrious Family, which I think proper upon all Occaſions, 
* and even neceſſary at the Beginning of a new Parliament, 
* eſpecially at ſuch a Conjuncture as the preſent : Theſe two. 
© Paragraphs therefore will, I am convinced, appear highly 
* reaſonable to every Lord in this Houſe ; but as for all the 
intermediate Paragraphs, it is my Opinion, that they de- 
* ſcend too much into Particulars for this Houſe to agree to, 
without ſome farther Information than we have, as yet, 
* before us. | 
* I hope, my Lords, our Affairs are in the Condition re- 
* Preſented to us in his Majeſty's Speech; but, as I ſhall al- 
, ways have a great Regard for the Honour and Dignity of 
* Parliament ; and as Speeches from the Throne have al- 
ways, in the Language of this Houſe, been ſuppoſed to be 
* Speeches from the Miniſters ; therefore I cannot think it | 
' Conſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe to take Things ſo : 
: much upon Truſt, as to depend entirely upon what they may 

be pleaſed from time to * — us. It was the — ; 

9 


e e 
3 = 
gs na wn es 
= n — 


— 


e 


— — = — — —— NIGER — S— bee; - —Is 
ccc 


a m A a e G 6 e 67% 


K „„ K K „ „ „ K 2.2 


7 
4 
c 
Cc 
« 
C 


ings in this Houſe, the deſcending into Particulars does toy, 


{wer or Return to ſuch Speeches, has always been to teltf 


( v8 ) 
and the right Method of Parliament, to keep, as"mic 
as poſſible, to generals upon ſuch Occaſions to" Expiet 
their Affection for the King, and their Zeal for the der. 
vice of the Crown, but to avoid entering into any Thi 
that might look like an Approbation of the Meaſurg 
purſued by the Miniſters. With regard to the Proceed. 


'tis true, preclude us from entering into future Enquirte, 
or from cenſuring what may be found to be wrong upon ary 
ſuch Enquiry z but without Doors it is otherwiſe ; fo 
People who are not perfectly acquainted with our Method 
of proceeding, which is the greateft Part of Mankind 
look upon the Adgreſs of this Houſe as the real Senſe of th 
Houſe, with reſpect to every particular Meaſure nientionel 
in that Addreſs ; and therefore, ſuch a general Approbatin 
of all the Meaſures that have been purſued, and thedeclr- 
ing our Satisfaction with ſo many Particulars, may har 
very bad Effects, and will bring this Houſe into Contempt 
with the Generality of Mankind, if we ſhould afterward 
cenſure, and perhaps puniſh a Miniſter, for thoſe very Mex 
ſures, ans we had before ſo fully and fo particularly ap 
roved. 
0 Speeches from the Throne have always, my Lords, beet 
looked on, not only in Parliament, but even without Doon, 
as Speeches drawn up by the Miniſters ; and the d 
Addreſſes from each Houſe of Parliament, by way of Au. 


to the World, the Affection of the Parliament towards the 
King, and their Reſolutions to ſupport him in all fo 
Meaſures as they ſhall approve of. But if we ſhould once 
fall into the Way of anſwering the Speech Paragraph by 
Paragraph, and approving, without either Information « 
Enquiry, of every Thing which the Miniſters have be 
pleaſed to mention in that Speech, People will then 

to think, that the Addreſs of this Houſe was drawn up 
the Miniſters, as well as the Speech; in which caſe, thc 
Deſign of ſuch Addrefſes will be entirely fruftrated, they 
will no Way affect either our Friends or our Enemies: lt 
ſhort, they will become Vor & præterea nibil. 
With reſpe& to the Negotiations now carry ing on, fi 
reſtoring the Tranquillity of Furepe. I hope, my Lord, 
they will be attended with all the Succeſs which his Ma 
ſty or the Nation can defire ; but from our paſt Neg 
tiations, I cannot think, my Lords, we have any Reaſon 
blindly to approve of the preſent. This Nation has, with 
in theſe few Years, been engaged in a great Multiplicit) o 
different N egotiations, all of them expenſtve, and 1 
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them ſuch as might have been attended with dangerous 
« Conſequences : They were all intended, as we were told, 
| © to preſerve the Peace of Extope, and eſtabliſh the public 
« Tranquillity ; but if that was the real and true Deſign, no 
« one of them proved effectual for the Purpoſe ; the laſt 
« Treaty always wanted a new one, in order to carry it into 
Execution; and thus, my Lords, we have been a botching 
and piecing up one Treaty with another, for ſeyeral Years. 
© The Peace of Europe and the Balance of Power, was to have 
been fully eſtabliſhed by the Treaty of Hanover ; but we 
found it would not do, and therefore that Treaty was 
* pieced up with the Treaty of Seville : This, again, we 
found would not do; although we had. then four to one, 
ve found it impracticable, or at leaſt dangerous to carry it 
© into Execution, and therefore we were . to conclude 
© the Treaty of Vienna: By this the Treaty 9 Seville was ex- 
ecuted fully, indeed, of qur Side; hut hoy. this laſt Treaty 
is to be executed I do not know; for it now appears that, 
to render it effectual, ſome new Treaty is wagons, at leaſt as 
much as for any of the former. Thus we have been ſetting 
* up a ſort of Paper Credit, in Treaties, and Negotiations ; 

and we have, I am afraid, extended it farther than our Fun 
© will be able to anſwp er. | 
Whether this Nation ought to have engaged hy War, 
* is a Queition which it is impoſſible for your Lordſhips, at 
© preſent, to determine, becauſe the Treaty of Vienna has ne- 
ver yet been laid before this Houſe ; and if from that Trea- 
© ty, when laid before us, it ſhould appear, that we were, 
in Honour, obliged to engage in the War, our agreeing now 
* to the ſecond Paragraph of the Motion, would no way con- 
tribute to the Credit of this Houſe: With reſpect to that 
Treaty, the Dutch and we are upon a very different Foot- 
ing: By that Treaty, we went plumb in at once into the 
Guaranty of all the Auſtrian Dominions, without Excep- 
tion or Reſerve, at leaſt with regard to any of the Cbriſſian 
* Powers ; for, with reſpe& to the Turks, I think we ſhewed 
* them a little more Regard, by making them an Exception 
to our Guaranty. The Dutch, indeed, agreed likewiſe to 
* that Treaty; but how did they agree to it, my Lords? It 
was after long and mature Deliberation, and, as I have 
* been told, under ſeveral Reſlrictions and Limitations; ſo 
that, with reſpe& to the concluding of that Treaty, it can- 
not be ſaid that we acted in Concert with the Dutch; and 
with reſpe& to the late Tranſactions, whether we have 
* atted in Concert with them I do not know, but I am cer- 
e they DOVE Pt e for they 
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( 349 ) 
concluded a Treaty of (a) Neutrality with France, + 
I believe, we knew any. thing of the Matter ; 2 — 
withſtanding the great Expences we have been at, in ang 
menting our Forces both by Sea and Land, they have nc 
yet added one Man to their Land Forces, nor one Ship ty 
their Naval, nor have they concluded one. expenſive Trex 
ty; nay, I do not know if they have been at the 
even of one Courier, unleſs it was ſuch as were ſent on ac. 
count of their Treaty of Neutrality. How then, my Lord, 
can we talk of concerting Meaſures with the States Gene- 
ral, when, from what has been as yet made public, there 
appears to have been no other Concert between us, than 
* that we have perhaps, from time to time, acquainted 


. EY 0 " them 
@) The faid Inftrament was as follows: | x7 
ir High Mightineſſes having made known to his moſt Chriſtin 
Majeſty, by their Reſolution of the 26th of Awguft, 1733, that, at the 
fame Time that they have not concerned themſelves, in any Manner, 
either directly or indirectly, with the Affairs of Poland, and that 
defign to have nothing to do with thoſe Affairs, nor with the Broils whi 
may enſue therefrom, they hope his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will conlent, 
that the Auſtrian Netherlands, of which his Imperial Majeſty. is at pe- 
ſent in Poſſeſſion, and which are to ſerve as a Barrier to their Republic, 
ſhall not be involved in the War which may happen upon Occafionof the 
Affairs of Poland: His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to give their High Migh- 
tineſſes a Mark of the Pleaſure he takes in the Conduct have 
obſerved, and of his Defire that they ſhould enjoy the Tranquillity they 
endeavour to procure to themſelves, has declared, and does declare, that 
he will not attack the Auſtrian Netherlands, of which his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty is at preſent in Poſſeſſion, and which, according to the Treatie, 
are to ſerve as a Barrier to the Republic; his ſaid moſt Chriſtian M- 
jeſty reſerving to himſelf the Liberty of repulſing the Hoſtilities which 
may be committed by his Imperial Majeſty's Troops in the Auſtrian Ne. 
tberlands, in ſuch Manner, "that „ without breaking in upon the Neutrality 
ſtipulated, and without deſigning to make any Settlement in the Nether. 
lands, he may ſecure his Frontiers; and in order thereunto, make uſe 
of the needful and convenient Means, according to the Laws and Uh 
of War. Their High Mightineſſes on their Part declare, that they wil 
have no Cnncern in the Affairs of Poland, nor the Differences which 
the ſaid Affairs have occaſioned, or may hereafter occafion ; the Whale 
without Prejudice to the Alliances they have with the Emperor, a they 
have with France, and from which Alliances on both Parts they do ut 
intend to derogate; their High Mightinefles farther declaring, that they 
will not negle any Office to prevent any Thing that can affect the Trar- 
quillity of the Auflrian Nesberlands; and that they will not affiſt the Em- 
peror therein, either by their Troops, or in any other Manner whatſoever. 
This Convention, or Act of Neutrality, ſhall be ratified by his mat 
Chriſtian Majeſty and their High Mightineſſes, within the Space of tw 
Months, or ſooner if it can be done. 
In Witneſs whereof, we the under-written Embaſſador of his mol 
Chriftian Majeſty, and Deputies of their High Mightineffes the Los 
States-General of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, have fined 
the preſent Convention, and have affixed the Seals of our Arms thereto. 
| Done at the Hague, the 24th of November, 1733, 
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« them with the Meaſures we were to take, and the Ex- 
© rences we were to put ourſelves to. | . 
« As for the Acceptation of our good Offices,: it was very 
« natural, both for the States General and us, fince we were 
« not engaged in the War, to offer our good Offices for re- 
« ſtoring the Peace; this was the leaſt that either of us could 
« do, and it was natural for all the Powers engaged in War 
« to accept of that Offer; it was the leaſt that either of them 
could do in return; becauſe every one of them will certainly 
« pretend, that they are heartily inclined for Peace, and are 
ready to agree to any reaſonable Terms; but when thoſe 
Terms come to be ſettled, I believe, the Side that appears 
© to be the ſtrongeſt will have the moſt Reaſon, and will in- 
« {iſt upon the other's agreeing to ſuch Terms, as they may 
© be pleaſed to call reaſonable; and therefore, I do not 
think it conſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe, to ex- 
« preſs our Satisfaction in ſo ſolemn a Manner, upon our | 
© Offices having — accepted: And much leſs can I 
« zoree to our expreſſing, in ſuch a particular Manner, our 
Satisfaction at a Plan's being ſo far advanced, that it will be 
© ſoon ready to be offered to the Parties concerned. If this 
plan had not only been offered, but actually approved by 
all the Parties concerned, it would then have been incum- 
© bent upon us to have expreſſed our Satisfaction with ſo 
much Vigilance and Wiſdom: But is the ſimple drawing 
up of a Plan, a Matter of Moment, worthy of the Notice 
« of this Houſe ? Is it not in every Man's Power, atleaſt every 
Man that can write, to draw up any Plan he pleaſes ? 
And ſhall we, my Lords, ſo ſolemnly take Notice of what 
might have been done by any writing Clerk'in Exrope ? I 
© appeal to every one of your Lordſhips, if this is not expo- 
* fing the Proceedings of this Houſe to the utmoſt Contempt; 
and if, upon the publiſhing of that Plan, it ſhould appear 
to be no very extraordinary one, what will the World then 
* ſay of theſe our anticipated Encgmiums ? 
His Majeſty, in his Speech, mas been pleaſed to tell us, 
* that he has concluded a (5) Treaty with Denmark, which 
| N © is, 
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(5) See the Commons Debate on this Treaty, Arn. 8. Ges. II. 1734-5. 
p. 89. The ſaid Treat conſiſted of the following Articles: | 

I. That there ſhall be a perfect Amity and Union between their Bri - 
tannic and Damſh Majeſties, their Succeſſors, their Kingdoms and 
their Subjects. 

II. That all former Treaties between the two Crowns ſhall be deem- 
ed renewed and confirm'd by the preſent Treaty. | : 

III. That the King, of Denmark, when required, ſhall furniſh the 
King of Great Britain with 5000 Foot and 1000 Horſe, which his 
Eritannic Majeſty ſhall take into his Pay for the Term of 3 

| „That 
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is, it ſeems, to be laid before the other Houſe, and the 
Reaſon given for ſo doing is} becauſe it is to be attended 
with fome,'Expence ; but this Treaty we have neither 
ſeen, nor is it ſo much as promiſed to be laid before w, 
and therefore it is impoſſible to fay any thing” for it or a. 
gainſt it. Whether this Treaty was concluded in Concert 
with the Datch, I do not know 3 but it does not 

that they are to contribute any thing to the C Ta 
and even without ſeeing the Treaty, I may take notice, 
that if the Balance of 1 in Europ: be in any Danger, 
the King of 'Dexmark is as much concerned in its Prefer- 
vation as we are; and by an expreſs Treaty between the 
Emperor and him, he is, as much as we are, engaged to 
guaranty his, Imperial Majeſty's Dominions. So that, by 
this new Treaty with us, the King of Denmark has hid 
© himſelf under no Obligations, that I can hear of, but what 
© he was befbre enga in, both by his own Intereſt, aud 
© by his Treaties with the Emperorg and yet we are, it 


* N 


* 
IV. That to provide for the Equipment of thoſe Troops, the King 
of Great Brizain ſhall give 80 Crowns for each Trooper, 2 
mounted and arm'd; and 30 Crowns for each Foot Soldier; one Half 
payable after ſigning the Treaty, and the other Half when thoſe 6000 
Men fhall enter into the Service of his Britannic Majeſty: That during 
the Time they remain in the Dominions of Deumarꝭ, the King of Cre 
Britain ſhall pay his Daniſh. Majeſty a Subfidy of 2'50,000 Crowns a 
Year ; but that Subſidy ſhall be reduced to 150,000 Crowns'a Yer, 
when thoſe Troops paſs over to the Service of his Brirannic Majeſty 
V. That che King of Great Britaix ſhall conform to the Treaty; of 


1701, in regard to the Extraordinary of the Troops, and the Expence 


of Recruiting. 

VI. That his Britannic Majeſty ſhall be at Liberty to employ thoſe | 
6000 Men where he. ſhall think fit, except in Italy, or at Sea neither 
ſhall they be tranſported into England, except it be for the proper De- 
fence of the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Eeland, © I 

VII. That if the King of Denmark ſhall happen to be attacked, his } 
Britannic Majeſty ſhall ſend < harm thoſe 6000 Men, in caſe they 
happen to be at that Time in hMeryice ; furniſh him | beſides with ul 
the Succours by Sea and Land, which the Circumſtances may 1 
and continue thoſe Succours ill the Concluſion of the Treaty of Peace, 
which his Britannic Majeſty ſhall endeavour to render as advantageou s 
poſſible to the King of Denmark. And his Daniſh Majeſty enters into the 


lame Engagements, on his Side, to the King of Great Britain, with this 


Condition, that the Subjects of Denmark ſhall preſerve, during the whale 
Courſe of the preſent War, the full Liberty of their Trade with Tun 
and other Places, in the ſame Manner as in Times of Peace. 

VIII. That the Performance of the Conditions of this Alliance ſul 
take Place, in the Caſes where either of the contracting Parties ſhall hare 
been attack*d by Force of Arms, without having beforehand committed 
any Act of Aggreflion, | " #7] 

IX. That this Treaty is for the Term of three Years. And, 

X. That the Exchange of the Ratifications ſhall be within two Monde 


after Ggning the Treaty · ; 


% 


* 
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The Anſwer made to this Argument was in Subſtance 


. 
« ſeems, to pay him a large, annual Subſidy. | However, my 
Lords, as theſe Matters will come in more properly to be 


| « confidered, when the Treaty is laid before us, I ſhall at 


* preſent take no farther Notice of them, but only to ob- 
« ſerve, that by approving of all Meaſures in general, as is 
« propoſed by this Motion, we approve of this Treaty, be- 
fore we have either ſeen it, or know any thing about it. 

If we are no way concerned in the preſent War, if we 
© have given no reaſonable Cauſe of Offence to any of the 
powers of Europe, what Occafion is there, my Lords, for 
putting any threatening Words into our Addreſs? To aſſure 
* his Majeſty, that we will be ready to ſupport him in ſuch 
« Meaſures as may be incumbent on us to undertake, is cer- 
« tainly a threatening way of exprefling ourſelves, and will 
probably be taken as ſuch, by ſome of the Powers now 
« engaged in War. I wiſh, my Lords, we were in # better 
Condition than we are ; I wiſh the Nation were free of 
© that heavy Load of Debts, under which it groans at pre- 
5 ſent ; but while we are oppreſſed with ſuch 4 Load of 
* Debts, and ſuch = Number of Taxes, all mortgaged and 
« pre-engaged, is this Nation in a Condition to threaten, or 
* can we pretend to frighten the Powers of Zarope ? We 
* may be able, we muſt defend ourfelves When attacked; 
but ſurely we ought not to draw an Attack or an Inſult 
upon outketres, by threatening others with what we will 
* do, at a time when none of our Neighbours have ſo 
much as a Deſign to diſturb us, at leaſt, in ſo far as we 
have yet been told, by thoſe who ought to acquaint us, in 
* caſe they ſuſpe& we are in any Danger. 

This Paragraph, my Lords, is very inconſiſtent with 
* the former Part of the Motion. By the ſecond Paragraph, 
* we are to acknowledge his Majeſty's Care for the true In- 
* tereſt of his People, in preventing their being utineceſſarily 
* engaged in a War ; and, by this Paragraph, we are to 
* make uſe of ſuch menacing Words, as may engage his 
* Majeſty in a War whether he will or no, and whether it 
* be the Intereſt of his People-or not. This, I fay, appears 
to me, to be altogether inconſiſtent; and therefore, if theſe 
two Paragraphs ſtand Part of the Motion, I hope the 
latter will be a little ſoftened. But IT have, I think, ſhewn 
* ſufficient Reaſons, for leaving them, and all the interme- 
* Ciate Paragraphs out; for which Reaſon, I ſhall conclude 
with moving for this Amendment, That, Ec. as hefore 
mentioned.) . | 


* My 


( 344 ) 
Anſwer to the © My Lords, the noble Lord who propoſed the Amend 
1 for © ment to the Motion now before us, ſet out with ſuch a 
ha erp Eulogium upon it, that I imagined he was to agree with 
it in every Particular; and I began to indulge myſelf, with 
the Hopes of having the Satisfaction to find, that his 
Lordſhip's Opinion was the ſame with mine. I was glad 
to hear his Lordſhip acknowledge, that the Motion had 
been drawn up with a great deal of Zeal, a great deal of 
Prudence, and a great deal of Caution: In this I 
with him; for I think the Motion made to us by the 10. 
ble Duke, is ſo prudently, and ſo cautiouſly worded, that 
I am ſurpriſed te hear the leaſt Obje&ion made to it. 
If by any ſuch Addreſs, my Lords, this Houſe were tg 
be precluded from all future Enquiries ; nay, my Lord, 
if there were any Words in the Addreſs now propoſed, 
which might be interpreted as an expreſs Approbation of 
any particular Meaſure that has been purſued, I ſhould 
think might be Reaſon for the Amendment propoſed 
but as no ſack thing can be preſumed, from any part of 
the Motion made to us, I cannot find the leaſt Reaſon for 
ſuch a thorough Reformation, as what is propoſed by the 
Amendment. I have as great a Regard for the Honow 
and Dignity of Parliament, as any Lord in this Houſe; 
but I likewiſe have a great R for the Duty. and ge- 
ſpe we owe to the King; after his Majeſty has ber 
graciouſly pleaſed, in his Speech, to give us ſo full an Ac 
count of his Conduct, I muſt leave it to your | 
to confider, how odd, how diſreſpectful it would look in 
us, to take no manner of Notice in our Anſwer, of ay 
one thing he has told us, but only in general to thank hin 
for his Speech from the Throne, and to declare what | 
hope no Man has juſt Reaſon to doubt of. Would nt 
People generally from thence conclude, that we 
very little what his Majeſty had told us? and would nt 
his Enemies from thence imagine, that his Parliament pu 
no Confidence in him ? This is what the noble Duke ws 
aware of; and therefore, to ſhew our Reſpect to his Mz 
jeſty, he has touched generally upon every thing, that 
Majeſty has been pleaſed to mention in his Speech; but 
at the ſame time, his Motion is conceived in ſuch Tem 
as cannot any way interfere with the Honour and Digut 
of this Houſe, or with any of our future Proceedings. 
As for our former Treaties and Negotiations, it 1s 1 
my Buſineſs, at preſent, to vindicate all or any of then 
but as they have been taken notice of by other Lords i 
this Debate, I hope your Lordſhips will indulge me it 
Leave to make ſome few Obſervations upon them. 4 
2 * trea 
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know, my Lords, that any general Rules can be eſtabliſh- 
« ed ; for whatever Rules we may preſcribe to ourſelves, we 
« can preſcribe none to the foreign Courts we have to do 
« with ; and therefore, we muſt always direct our Meaſures, 
according to the Humours we find them in, and according 
« to the various Incidents that occur. This was the Caſe 
« with reſpe& to the Treaty of Hanover: A dangerous 
« League had been formed __ the Honour, the Trade, 
and the Poſſeſſions of this Nation: Theſe Deſigns we had 
given no Occaſion to, by any falſe Step, by any Provoca- 
« tion, or by any Miſmanagement on our Parts; but after 
« we found they were aQually formed, it became neceſſary 
« for us to concert Meaſures for preventing their Execution ; 
and that was effectually done by the Treaty of Hanover. 
« This was all that was, or could be intended by that Trea- 
« ty, and every one knows, how effectual it proved, for the 
* Purpoſe it was deſigned: We thereby diſappointed all 
the warlike Projects of Spain againſt this Nation; and af- 
| ter we had convinced them, that they could get no Adyan- 
tage by being at Enmity with us, then, and not till then, 
was it a Time to think of reſtoring a good Correſpohdence 
between the two Nations; and this was fully effectuated 
by the Treaty of Seville. We had then nothing to do, 
but to make up that Breach, which the Imperial Court 
had made between us and them, by their entring into the 
League with Spain againſt us; and by the Treaty of Vi- 
ena, not only this Breach was made up, but a thorough 
Reconcilement was eſtabliſhed, to all human Appearance, 
between the Emperor and Spain. By this laſt Treaty 
therefore, it muſt be granted, that the Affairs of Europe 
were put upon juſt ſuch a Footing as we ought to deſire ; 
and if Treaties fince made, or Meaſures fince purſued b 
foreign Courts, have overturned or diſturbed the Eſta- 
bliſhment that was then made, ſurely we are not to be 
blamed ; for I know of no Treaty we have ſince conclu- 
ded, nor any Negotiation we have fince carried on, except 
thoſe we have lately been obliged to conclude or carry on, 
either for preventing the preſent War, or for reſtoring the 
Peace of Europe; and if theſe laſt prove as effectual as our 
former Treaties and Negotiations have done, neither this 
Houſe nor the Nation will have any Reaſon to ſind Fault 
with them. | 
Now, my Lords, with reſpe& to the ſeveral Paragraphs, 
propoſed by the Amendment to be left out of the Motion, 
let us but conſider them one after another, and we ſhall 
fn] them all conceived in ſach general Terms, that there 
FR | can 
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tho' the Forms of their Government, did not allow them 
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out; and the Reſpe& we owe to his Majeſty, muſt be: 
ſtrong Argument in Favour of every one of them; he, 
cauſe we are certainly in Duty, nay, in common 
bound to take ſome ſort of Notice, of every thing he hy 
mentioned in his Speech. By the. firſt, we only acknoy. 
ledge his Majeſty's Care, 3 our being une. 
ceſſarily engaged in the War. Do we by this, my Lord 
either affirm or deny our being engaged, by the Treat d 
Vienna, or by any other Treaty, to take a Share in the 
War? Have we then any Occaſion to conſult the T 
of Vienna, before we agree jo the making of this Retum u 
his Majeſty's Speech? Suppoſe it ſhould afterwards appen, 
that we were by the Treaty of Vienna, or otherwile, en 
gaged to have joined in the War at the very Beginning; W 
will what is now propoſed, preclude our Enquiry into tha 
Affair? or will any Cenſure we can paſs upon thoſe wh 
adviſed the contrary, ſhew any Inconfiſtency in the Pro 
ceedings of this Houſe ? And as to our Acknowledgmem 
to his Majeſty, in relation to his having concerted Meaſura 
with the Dulch, for reſtoring the public Tranquillity ; thy 
too is. conceived in ſuch general Terms, that we neitte 
affirm ner deny his having done ſo ; therefore, we are || 
at full Liberty to conſider this Affair likewiſe hereafte, 
and to come to ſuch Reſolutions, as may then appear 
and reaſonable. = 

As this Paragraph of the Addreſs propoſed, is conceim 
in ſuch general Terms, I do not think it at all neceſſary in 
us at preſent to enquire, how far we are engaged by tit 
Treaty of Vienna, or how far his Majeſty and the Stn 
General have proceeded in Concert together; but allo 
me, my Lords, to ſay ſomething in anſwer to what has ben 
alledged upon both theſe Heads. With regard to our bs 
gagements by the Treaty of Vienna; it is true the Eu 
ror has demanded Succours from us, and inſiſts that we 
by that Treaty, obliged to furniſh them; but as this Va 
was occaſioned by the Affairs of Poland, in which well 
no Concern, it is certain we are no way obliged, by til 
Treaty, or any other I know of, to furniſh any Suce 
either to him, or to any other Power now engaged in tl 
War. Then as to the Concert between the Dutch and! 


join with us at firſt in the Treaty of Vienna, yet the N 

gotiation antecedent to that Treaty, muſt certainly n 

been carried on in Concert with them, becauſe they 

named as principal contracting Parties in the Treaty ; ® 

they acceded to it, as ſoon as the neceſſary Forms T 
| > 


OT | 
© Government would admit. Their Acceſſion may have Anno 8. Geo. IT, 
been, for what I know, clogged with ſeveral Reſtrictions 1734-5 . 
and Limitations ; but whatever theſe Reſtrictions or Limi- | 
« tations were, it is certain that the Emperor, in the preſent 
Conjuncture, looks upon them to be as much obliged as 
« we are, to furniſh him with the ſtipulated Succours, and has 
« accordingly made as peremptory Demands for theſe Suc- 
cours upon the Dutch, as he has made upon us, 
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o. | 
me. The Treaty of Neutrality has likewiſe been mentioned, as 
cc « concluded by the Dutch, without any Concert with us. 
y of « Whether the Deſign of that Treaty was communicated to 


this Court, J ſhall not take upon me to determine; but as 
« neither the Dutch nor we had any Concern in the War at 
« the Beginning, or can hereafter be any way concerned in 
« the War, unleſs that Barrier ſhould be attacked, or that 


5 & 


— 
2 


ar, 

er « either of the Parties engaged ſhould attempt to carry their 
7 Conqueſts ſo far, as to endanger the Balance of Power in 
that © Europe, ſurely their concluding a Treaty of N eutrality for 
vio © that Barrier, could no way concern us, nor can it be looked 
I on as any way inconſiſtent with that Concert, which ought 
enh to be kept up between us, eſpecially conſidering, that even 
ure by that Treaty they reſerve to themſelves a Liberty of ful- 
thy « filling all their Engagements to the Emperor, and would, 
the « notwithſtanding that Treaty, be at full Liberty to engage 


lf in the War, if either Party ſhould, under Pretence of what 
© has happened in Poland, attempt to overturn the Balance 
of Power in Europe. 

The Dutch, it is true, my Lords, have not as yet made 
* any Augmentation of their Forces, either by Sea or Land; 


* but we may eaſily find a Reaſon for it, if we will but recol- 


ti © le@ the great Reduction they had actually reſolved to make 
* of their Land Forces, juſt before the preſent War broke 
lx out. This Reduction they have ever ſince ſuſpended, on 
den Account of the War, and for no other Reaſon; and there- 
By * fore it is to be looked on as an Augmentation made in Con- 
12 * cert with us, for rendering more effectual thoſe Meaſures 
at, * we may jointly take for reſtoring the public Tranquillity, 
Wa and eſtabliſhing the Balance of Power. From all which, I 
ha * think it is evident, that the Concert between the Dutch and 
thit © us, which is ſo neceſſary for both our Intereſts, has been 
un exactly obſerved by both, in every Meaſure in which we 
L had a joint Concern. 


The next Paragraph propoſed to be left out, is that by 

* which we declare our Satis faction in obſerving, that his 
* Majeſty's good Offices have been accepted of; and that a 
* Plan of Peace may be ſhortly offered to the Parties con- 
- Cerned : As his Majeſty has. in his Speech, been pleaſed to 
Tt. | mention 


Anno 8. Geo, II. mention both theſe Particulars to us, it would, my 


1734-5. 
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in my Opinion, be very diſreſpectful in us, not to fay ay 
Word of either in our Addreſs, by way of Return to hy 
Majeſty's Speech; and the noble Duke has propoſed 9 
mention them in ſuch a general Manner, that I wonder ty 
hear it found Fault with. It is not to be queſtioned, hy 
that all the Parties engaged in War will declare, they ar 
ready to accept of reaſonable Terms; ſuch Declarations ax 
not, indeed, of any great Conſequence ; but, my Lord 
the Acceptation of good Offices is a great deal more; it ; 
in ſome manner the accepting of a Mediation, and ſubmit 
ting, as it were, to the Arbitration of a third Party, Ds 
clarations may perhaps be eaſily obtained, and may be d 
no Effect when obtained; but the Acceptation of a Med. 
ation, or of good Offices, is not ſo eaſily obtained; ye 
know that they have been often refuſed, and the accepting 
of them always ſhews a great Deference and Reſpect to the 
Power whoſe good Offices are accepted of ; and therefor 
it is no way beneath the Dignity of this Houſe to declan 
our Satisfaction in obſerving, that his Majeſty's good 0k 
fices have been accepted. 
As to the Plan to be offered to the Conſideration of the 
Parties concerned, if, by what is propoſed, we were to de 
clare our Approbation of that Plan, there would be ſone 
Reaſon for the Objection made; but as we are to declar 
nothing in relation to the Plan itſelf, and as we muſt pre 
ſume, that no Plan will be offered by his Majeſty, but ſuc 
a one as he thinks all Parties concerned ought to accept, tit 
acknowledging his Majeſty's Vigilance for the Repole d 
Chriſtendom, in that Reſpe&, cannot ſurely be any way i- 
conſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe, nor can it beat 
tended with any bad Conſequences ; for if this Houſe ſhoull 
afterwards find Fault with the Plan offered, and ſhould re 
ſolve to cenſure thoſe: who adviſed it, there is nothingit 
the Motion now before us, that can any Way obſtruct u 
prevent ſuch a Proceeding. 66 
The laſt Paragraph found Fault with. is ſaid to bet 
threatening Paragraph, and we have been told, that tis 
Nation is not now in a Condition to threaten. Upon ti 
my Lords, I ſhall obſerve, in general, that if the Nat 
be in no Condition to threaten, we are the more obliged 
his Majeſty for the Care he has taken to prevent our being 
unneceſſarily engaged in the preſent War. But, my Lords 
I cannot agree with the noble Lord in thinking that ther 
is a Threat, or any Thing like a Threat in this Paragraph 
and if there were, I am very ſure it cannot be ſuppoſed i 


be levelled againſt any but thoſe who may A 
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cannot be preſumed to be levelled againſt any but thoſe 
© who ſhall endeavour to amuſe us with vain Hopes, in order 
« to bring the Security of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms into 
« real Danger, by overturning the Balance of Power in Eu- 
« rope: In ſuch a Caſe, though this Nation might not per- 
« haps, be directly and immediately attacked, yet, it is to be 
© hoped, we ſhould not look quietly and cowardly on, till it 
« was out of our Power to defend ourſelves : It is not to be 
© doubted, but his Majeſty would, in Time, concert proper 
6 Meaſures for the Security and Preſervation of his Crown 
8 and Kingdoms; and, I hope, this Houſe will always be 
ready to ſupport his Majeſty in all ſuch Meaſures. There- 
© fore, my Lords, if there be at preſent no Power in Europe 
6 endeavouring to amuſe us with ſuch Hopes, there is nothing 
© in this Paragraph that can be taken as a Threat by any 
power in Europe; and if there be any ſuch Defigns ſecretly 
© harboured, thoſe who harbour them, not only deſerve to be 
© threatned, but they ought to be attacked as ſoon as they 
attempt to put them in Execution. | | | 
© The late Treaty with Denmark is not ſo much as men- 
© tioned in the Motion now made to us, and therefore I can- 
© not ſee what we have to do with it at preſent. His Ma- 
* jeſty has indeed told us, that he has concluded ſuch a Trea- 
* ty; and he has told the other Houſe, that it is to be laid 
© before them, becauſe it is to be attended with ſome. Ex- 
* pence: This, my Lords, is the only Reaſon his Majeſty 
* can have for laying any Treaty before either Houſe of 
Parliament, before it be called for by the Houſe ; and as 
that Expence is to be firſt conſidered by the other Houſe, 
therefore his Majeſty told them, that he had ordered the 
Treaty to be laid before them; but if any of your Lord- 
* ſhips has a mind to move for that Treaty's being laid be- 
fore this Houſe, I ſhall be ſo ready to agree to it, that T 
* ſhall ſecond the Motion; and till it be laid before us, 1 
* Cannot ſee how it can properly come under our Confide- 
* ration, However, I ſhall, in the mean time, make this 
general Remark, that if we ſhould have the Misfortune of 
being obliged to engage in the War, it muſt be granted, 
* that it would be very proper to have Denmark of our Side, 
and that therefore it was not only proper but neceſſary to 
© conclude this Treaty with them; for if this Treaty had 
not been concluded, every one may judge what fort of 
Treaty would have been concluded with that Court. 
„ Thus, my Lords, I hope I have ſhewn, that there is 
nothing in the Motion made to us by the noble Duke, that 
| 9" 0 
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5 | ( 350 )- | 
Anno8. Geo. II.“ is any way inconſiſtent with the Honour and Dignity d 
17 34-5- this Houſe ; that there is nothing but what is nec 
"© ſhewing our Duty and. Reſpe& to his Majeſty ; andthes 
* fore I hope your Lordſhips will be -of Opinion with ne 
that there is no Occaſion for the Amendment propoſed: 


To this it was replied in Subſtance as follows: 


Reply. The Doctrine, now laid down to us, ſeems to me, 1 
Lords, extremely new, and abſolutely inconſiſtent wit 
© the ancient Method of proceeding in Parliament: We ar 

now told, that we ſhall be wanting in that Reſpect, which 
© is due to his Majeſty, if we do not in our Addreſs un 
'©< ſome Notice of every Particular mentioned in his Mz 
« jeſty's Speech. This, my Lords, is ſomething very er 
© traordinary : The ancient, and what ought to be theo 
© ly Deſign of his Majeſty's Speech to this Parliament, x 
the Opening of their Seſſion, was to inform them of hi 
« Reaſons for calling them together, and of the Demand k 
© had to make upon them; and to anſwer every Particult 
© mentioned in his Majeſty's Speech, was always hither 
© underſtood to be the Buſineſs of the whole Seſſion of Pu. 
* liament, and not the Buſineſs of the firſt or ſecond Day d 
that Seſſion. The Addreſſes of Parliament, by way d 
« Anſwer or Return to this Speech, were formerly never uf 
thing more but a general Acknowledgment of Thanks fit 
© the Speech from the Throne, and general Aſſurance d 
« Loyalty and Fidelity to the King, and' of ſupporting hit 
© in whatever ſhould appear to them to be W Th 
King was ſo far from 1 to have every Partiain 
. * anſwered in that Addreſs, and high Compliments mak 
< on every Paragraph of his Speech, that happy was ot 
© King, of old, if he could but get a proper Anſwer 
< each Particular during the whole Seſſion. Our Paris 
ments were not then ſo ready to. grant, nor had they i 
much Politeneſs as to paſs any Compliments without a at 
© Conſideration. and without being fully convinced of i 
Truth and Juſtice of what they were to ſay: Butif ti 
new Doctrine prevails, we ſhall have Speeches made 1 
the beginning of each Seſſion, not with a Deſign to info 
© the Parliament of the true State of Affairs, or to acqwiil 
them with the King's Demands, but contrived by the M 
© niſters, on purpoſe to catch at Compliments, and to dan 
© the Eyes of the People with Panegyrics beſtowed ia 
their Meaſures by both Houſes of Parliament. 
In the Language of Parliament, my Lords, we are 
only to take care not to affirm expreſly, or deny what n 
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ere. « afterwards appear to be otherwiſe ; but we are to take Anno 8. Geo, II. 
me care not even to inſinuate what may afterwards appear to 7734-5: 


+ be falſe. In this Light, my Lords, let us conſider. the : 
Motion that has been made to us, and we ſhall find, that 
« every Paragraph propoſed to be left out, bears an Inſinu- 
« ation of a Fact, which may afterwards appear to the 
« whole World to be falſe ; and if it ſhould happen ſo, I 
leave to your Lordſhips to conſider, what the World muſt 
« ſay of the Honour and good Senſe of this Houſe ; for 
* ſurely they cannot approve of both. Lords may fay 
what they will of this Houſe's not being precluded by any 
thing in the Addreſs, or prevented from future Enquiries 
* or Cenſures ; It is true, my Lords, as a Houſe of Par- 
* liament, we are not; but I will ſay, that the paſſing of 
© ſuch Compliments, as have of late been too uſual in our 
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by * Addrefles, is a ſort of foreſtalling the Opinions of many 
1 Lords iu this Houſe ; for after my having agreed to a Pa- 
ar © negyric, either expreſs or by Inſinuation, upon any Mea- 
ent * ſure purſued by the Miniſters, I ſhould' be ſorry to find 
” © afterwards that ſuch a Meaſure deſerved Cenſure ; and 
L * therefore it is certain, it would be difficult to convince me 
<> * ofit; nay, even after Conviction, I believe human Weak- 
ay * neſs would make me loth to agree to the putting a public 


=. = 


* Mark of Ignominy upon that, which I had formerly a- 
* greed to applaud, even by Inſinuation. 


bin Having now endeavoured to ſhew, that our Reſpect to the 
The King, or the Generality of the Expreſſions propoſed to be 
ulz made uſe of, can be no Argument for our deſcending into 
ad * ſo many Particulars ; allow me, my Lords, to deſcend into 
or * thoſe Particulars, and examine every one of them ſeparate- 
. by way of Reply to the Obſervations the noble Lord 
ls has been pleaſed to make on them; but firſt let me take 
1 * ſome Notice of what the noble Duke ſaid in relation to our 


[= 
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former Treaties and Negotiations. He told us, that, in 


ti * treating with foreign Powers, no general Rules could be 
th * eſtabliſhed ; in which I muſt beg leave to differ from him; 
por, I believe there are many general Rules may be eſtabliſn- 


ed: I ſhall mention only two, which are, That we ought 
* always to obſerve, and, as punctually as poſſible, comply 
with the Terms of thoſe 'Treaties we enter into: And the 
other general Rule is, That we ought to enter into no Trea- 
ties but ſuch as are for the Intereſt of our native Country. 
© Theſe are two general Rules, which are, by the Nature of 
* Things, eſtabliſhed, though I doubt much if they have 
been always obſerved. By the Treaty of Hanover, my 
* Lords, we are told, that dangero Dogs againſt this 
* Nation were prevented; Deſigns which had been formed 

| * againſt 
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againſt * by the Treaty of Vienna, between the Empem 
and Spain: But this is a Fact that has always been diſputed; 
and if the Fact was falſe, I am very ſure the Treaty of Hz 
no der was very much contrary to the Intereſt of this Na. 
tion: Nay, conſidering how improbable it is, that the In. 


perial Court would enter into the Meaſures then attribute 


to them; or that the Imperial and Spani/ Courts, unite 
together, could conceive Hopes of doing any great Injury 
to Britain, there is ſome Reaſon to believe, that the Sto 


was invented by a Court, whoſe Intereſt it was then to break, 


by any Means, the good Correſpondence that was by th 
Treaty of Vienna, eſtabliſhed between the Courts of Fimd 
and Madrid, and whoſe Intereſt it will always be to foment 
Jealouſies and Diviſions between the Courts of Viema, Me 
drid and London. I will agree with the noble Duke, that 
the Correſpondence between Spain and us, which was broke 
off by the Treaty of Hanover, was, in ſome meaſure, [ 
will not fay altogether, reſtored by the Treaty of & vill, 
but I wiſk he had told us, at whoſe Expence that Correſpos- 
dence was reſtored, or what other Honour or Advantayethe 
Nation reaped from that Treaty; and if, by the Treaty d 
Vienna, a Correſpondence was reſtored between the Emps 
ror and us, I am afraid our Correſpondence with Spain wa, 
by that new Treaty, a little diſturbed ; and the Uni 
which now ſubſiſts between France and Spain, was effeftul. 


ly eſtabliſhed : So that, upon the whole, I do not ſee, tht! 


this Nation has many Adyantages to brag of from our l 


Treaties and Negotiations ; and if the Treaty of Vm 


between the Emperor and Spain, was not ſuch a Treaty u 
it was moſt induſtriouſſy repreſented by us to be, I am ei 
certain the Nation has already greatly ſuffered by the Mi: 
take, and may ſuffer a great deal more in time to come. 
But now, my Lords, to return to the Paragraphs of tit 
Motion, which, by the Amendment, are propoſed tobe 
left out. To theſe I ſhall ſpeak with the more Preedon, 
becauſe I do not think his Majeſty any way concerned i 
the Queſtion. I ſhall always be ready to join in our 
knowledging our Duty and Fidelity to the Kivg ; but, wha 
we are to paſs Compliments upon Meaſures, it is to the li 
niſters we make theſe Compliments, and I ſhall never l 
for this Houſe's deſcending ſo low, as blindly to paſs Om 
pliments on them. By the firſt of theſe Paragraphs we 
to acknowledge the Care of the Miniſters, in preventingos 
being unneceſſarily engaged in the preſent War. My Lord, 
iſ this be not a direct Affirmation, it is as ſtrong an Inſnm 
tion as this Houſe can make, that we were no way ob 
either by Treaty or by Intereſt, to engage in _ 
2 9 — 
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out, that we were, from the very beginning, obliged 
both by Treaty and by Intereſt to have engaged in the War, 
what would the World think of this Houſe, if we ſhould 
agree to the Addreſs this Day propoſed ? nay, I mult ap- 


— 


what they would think of themſelves for having agreed to 
ſuch an Addreſs; they would be obliged to acknowledge, 
at leaſt, that they had been impoſed on, and ſuch an Ac- 
knowledgment can add nothing to the Character of any 
Man, much lefs can it add to the Character of any Lord 
of Parliament. | | 
* If there were then no manner of Reaſon to preſume, 
that we were any way obligedſto engage in the preſent War, 
we ought not, my Lords, to come in blindly to the ma- 
king of ſuch an Inſinuation in our Addreſs : But in the 
preſent Caſe there is ſome Reaſon to preſume, that we 
were actually obliged, if not to engage as Principals, at 
leaſt to engage as Allies and Guarantees, The noble Duke 
has told us, that the Emperor has not only demanded the 
Succours ſtipulated by the Treaty of Vienna, but inſiſts 
upon it, that we ought directly to furniſh them. I ſhall 
not pretend to ſay, my Lords, that the Imperial Miniſ- 
ters are in the right; on the contrary, I hope they have 
no manner of Reaſon for the Demand they have made z 
but as we have neither ſeen the Treaty of Viema, nor 
the Reaſons alledged by the Imperial Court for the De- 
mand they have made, ſurely we ought not thus blindly 
to infinuate, that there is nothing in what they have ſaid 
upon that Subject. | 13 
Now, my Lords, let us take the other Side of the Caſe ; 
let us ſuppoſe that we were no way obliged, either in 
Honour or Intereſt, to concern ourſelves in the preſent 
War: In ſuch a Caſe, what would that Miniſter have de- 
ſerved, that ſhould have adviſed his Majeſty to plunge the 
Nation into a War, in which we had no manner of Con- 
cern ? Would not he have deſerved the higheſt Reſent- 
ment of this Houſe ? would not he have deſerved the high- 
eſt Vengeance his Country- could have brought upon his 
guilty Head ? And ſhall we, my Lords, make a fine Com- 
pliment to a Miniſter, for not doing, what? For not 
doing that for which he ought to have loſt his Head upon 
a Scaffold. 
lam really ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear it pretended, 
that the Treaty of Vienna was concluded, or the Nego- 
tation for that Purpoſe carried on, in Concert with the 
Dutch; ſince it is fo well known, that they were ſo far 
Uu | from 
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peal to the Lords that are againſt me in this Motion, 


War; and if, upon Enquiry, it ſhould afterwards come Anno 8. Geo. II. 
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_— A — 825 © from wg principal n ok it was, Aer 
long Delays, and with much Difficulty, that acceded 
PE og © to 15 3 ur g. they did not even at laſt My, 
ſeveral Reſtrictions and Limitations, and after having o 
tained ſeveral Additions and Explanations, in Favour d 
thetr own Country : They, like a wiſe State, took thy 
Opportunity to have all Diſputes and Differences vil 
the contracting Powers, agreed and ſettled to their on 
liking ; as they were, by that Treaty, to do a very 
Favour to the Emperor, they took care to have 2 
thing in Return; and it were to be wiſhed, that we lu 
followed their Example, in every Treaty. we have lath 
made. They were, indeed, named in the Treaty of ,. 
enna as principal contracting Parties, but how they em 
to be ſo I could never yet comprehend ; the Impenl 
Court ſubmitted to it, perhaps at that Time, becauſe thy 
had a very great Favour to ask, and it was very md 
their Intereſt to have the Dutch become Parties in th 
Treaty; but how we came to ſubmit to have any Pon 
named, as a principal contracting Party in a Treaty wit 
us, without their being as ready to ſign it as we wen, 
cannot yet cs | | 
As for their not having made that Reduction of tix 
Land Forces, which was propoſed before the War br 
out; it is very certain they have not, even now, a g 
er Number of Forces, than is neceſſary for defending tl 
extenſive Frontiers of their Country, and ſupporting tl 
many Garriſons they are obliged to keep up; ſo that 
they had made any Reduction, they mult have trulted! 
ſome of their Neighbours for their Defence; but, i 
poſing that they might have ſafely made that Redudiu 
their having ſuſpended it, cannot be called acting in Conc 
with us ; Loring we have not only ſuſpended mali; 
that Reduction in our Land Forces, which we might ea 
have made, and which we ought to have made if the Vi 
had not broke out; but we have made large Additi 
to our Forces both by Sea and Land; and yet it mull 
acknowledged that we are not, by our Situation, {01 
mediately expoſed to Danger as the Dutch are. Mi 
hence, my Lords, it is to me evident, that the Cond 
between the Dutch and us, can conſiſt in nothing, but, 
has been already ſaid, in our having acquainted the Du 
with the Meaſures we were to take, and the Expences 
were to put. ourſelves to; and ſuch a Concert does ll 
in my Opinion, deſerve a Compliment from this How 
not even in the moſt general Terms that can be thoughts 


hay „ K — 


SD R A M a MM A M A a mn M AM AM M «a „ 


M M h ⏑ a 6a aA aA A 6a = «a «a a «a «a K M „ =, 


YT 


= | 


Alt I muſt ſubmit to your Lordſhips, whether the Compli- Anno 8. Geo. II. 
de ment propoſed to be made, upon the Acgeptation of our 2734-5: 

nd good Offices, and upon the Plan of Peace, does not bear 

* « a very ſtrong Infinuation, that we think it was reaſonable 


« and neceſſary for us to offer our good Offices; that theſe 
our good Offices are accepted of in ſuch a manner, as may 
give great Hopes of their Succeis, and that it was proper 
for us to thruſt ourſelves ſo far into other People's Affairs, 
with which we declare we had no Concern, as to propoſe 
a Plan for an Agreement; and, conſidering the profound 
Ignorance we have been kept in, with relation to all our 
late foreign Tranſactions, I do not fee how we can, in 
Honour, pretend to make any ſuch Infinuations. It is an 
old Obſervation, my Lords, that Arbiters often draw up- 
on themſelves the Reſentment of both the Parties at Va- 
riance : In private Life, it is always reckoned a dangerous 
Undertaking, eſpecially when the Arbitration is offered, 
without being deſired by either of the Parties concerned ; 
In public Aﬀairs the Maxim will hold equally true, and 
therefore no wiſe State will be ready to intermeddle in 
foreign Broils, unleſs by ſuch intermeddling, they have a 
View of procuring ſome particular Advantage to them- 
ſelves : The Balance of Power in Europe is not yet in ſuch 
a dangerous State, as to require our being ſo very buſy and 
officious ; and when it comes to be ſo, the other Powers of 
Europe, not yet engaged in the · War, are as much intereſt- 
ed, and ought to intermeddle as much as we; ſo that, 
upon a ſtrict Enquiry, it may, perhaps appear, that even 
the Offer of theſe good Offices was not only unneceſſary, 
but officious, and without any View to the particular Ad- 
vanta ge of this Nation: And if, upon ſuch Enquiry, it ſhould 
appear, that the Acceptation of theſe good Offices has been 
made, by every one of the Powers concerned, in ſuch 
Terms as cannot give àny Hopes of Succeſs, how can we 
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15 anſwer to the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, for ma- 
#1 king ſuch anticipated and ſuch raſh Infinuations ? 3 
55 The Plan to be offered by us, may appear to be a wiſe 
— and a good one, it may appear to be otherwiſe ; but, my 

p Lords, if, upon Enquiry, it ſhould appear, that even the 
offering of our good Offices was raſh and officious, ſurely 
* the propoſing of a Plan, and ſetting ourſelves up openly, 

3 Law. givers to the other Princes and States of Europe, 

* muſt appear to be much more ſo, and may involve this 
10 Nation in Difficulties and Dangers, we ſeem at preſent to 
i be very little aware of: It may produce Confederacies a- 


gainſt us ; it may unite the Powers of Europe in a League, 
to pull down the Pride of Great Britain: which is a Caſe 
Uu 2 * that 


| ( 356 ) 
Anno 8. Geo. IT. © that has often before happened; a Caſe by which 
55 mn one of the Powers hb has been, im 
or another, Hought very near to their utter Deſpudia 
I do not know, my Lords, but that the Dutch may hay 
acted in Concert with us, both in the offering our gui 
Offices, and in the drawing up and propoſing this Pla d 
Peace which is to be offered: In this, I ſay, they hay 
ated in Concert with us, becauſe it put them to no 
pence; but I am afraid it will at laſt appear, nay, per 
they may endeavour to make it appears that their ati 
in ſuch a Manner, proceeded entirely from a political Can 
plaiſance, they were obliged to ſhew to Great Britan; 
ſo that in the end, they may get as much Honour al 
Advantage as we, by the Succeſs, and can no way ſuf 
by the „ Mix; 96:0 "1 0 7. 
As to the threatening Paragraph, my Lords, I am wy 
ſure, that if a Man in a private Company ſhould fm. 
ger, and ſwear, he would not be amuſed 3 he would mw 
be impoſed on; he would always be ready to act thy 
Part which was incumbent on him to undertake: I 
were one of the Company, I ſhould look upon it u. 
threatening ſort of Declaration; and if there had be 
any Diſpute between him and me, if I had but rei 
= thing he deſired of me, I ſhould look upon it at 
Threat deſigned directly againſt me: Indeed, if {chi 
Bluſterer had had no Diſpute with any one of the C 
pany, I ſhould look upon him as a Bully and a very i 
Fellow. In public Life, I think, my Lords, it is f 
ſame: When it becomes neceſſary for this Nation toll 
I hope we ſhall always act with that Vigour and Couny 
which is worthy of Great Britain; but I ſhall alway l 
againſt our making any bullying or bluſtering Declarations 
till it becomes neceſſary for us to carry them direAly ud 
Execution; and therefore I muſt be againſt this Par 
the Metion. | BR” 
It is true, my Lords, the late Treaty with Dennali 
not mentioned particularly in the Motion; but when ® 
talk ſo much of the Wiſdom, the right Reaſon, and theln 
* dence of his Majeſty's Councils, which in the Languaged 
Parliament, upon this Occaſion, is underſtood to be the Wk 
dom, the right Reaſon, and the Prudence of his Miniſten 
© muſtpreſume, and all the World will, I believe, preſume,t 
- * the late Treaty with Denmark is included among thei 
and I cannot applaud the Wiſdom, the right Reaſon, i 
_ © the Prudence of that Treaty, before I know whatitis. V 
are told, my Lords, that if that Treaty had not ve 
concluded, ſome other would: I do not know, my + 
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© tacked, and therefore I do not know any Reaſon we had to 
pay a Subſidy to Denmar#, in order to prevent that King's 
making any Treaty he had'a mind; but if we were to be, 
attacked, ſurely we are not to become racy” to him, 
and to pay him a yearly Tribute, under the Name of a 
« Subſidy, to prevent his: joining with any Power whatever 
« againſt us; and if the Preſervation of the Balance of Power 
« was the only Motive for entering into ſuch a Treaty, if that 
« was in any real Danger, he was certainly. as much con- 
« cerned for its Preſervation as we ; and therefore we are not 
« to ſuppoſe, that he wauld have concluded any Treaty to its 
« Diſadvantage. From ſuch Reaſoning, my Lords, as I 
have this Day heard in this Houſe, one would really ima- 
« gine, that we are to take the Care of preſerving the Ba- 
« lance of Power in Europe entirely upon ourſelves ; which if 
we do, I can eaſily foreſee, that moſt of the Princes of Zu. 
* rope will always take Advantage of our officious Care, and 
our ridiculous Apprehenſions, and will refuſe to act with 
« Vigour even in their own Defence, unleſs we pay them a 
« yearly Subſidy for ſo doing. | 

I ſhall congude, my Lords, with obſerving, that 11 
* was neceſſary for his Majeſty to lay this Treaty before the 
other Houſe, becauſe it was to be attended with ſome Ex- 
* pence, the very ſame Reaſon made it neceſſary for his Ma- 
« jeſty to order it to be laid before this Houſe; for although 
Grants of Money are firſt made by the other Houſe, no 
* ſuch Grant can be effeQual, without the Conſent of this. 
* It would ſeem then, that when a Demand is to be made on 
the other Houſe, for any Grant of Money; the Reaſon for 
* making ſuch Demand is to be laid before them, without 
their aſking for it; dut when we are to conſent to that very 
* Grant, no Reaſon is to be laid before us, unleſs we aſk for 
* it. This, my Lords, is a different Sort of Behaviour, with 
* reſpe& to the two Houſes, which I ſhall make no Remark 
aon, but leave to your Lordſhips Conſideration. 
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n 1 From what I have ſaid, my Lords, I hope Lond 2 

8 it appear, that every Paragraph, prepoſed to out 

et * the Motion now before us, is inconſiſtent with the Ho- 
Wh * nour and Dignity of this Houſe, and that neither the Duty 
en nor the Reſpe& we owe to hifMajeſty, require our putting 
lt * any one of them into our Addreſs; but that the firſt and 
* laſt Paragraphs of the Motion are ſafficient, and as much 
1 as, by the ancient Uſage of Parliament, was cuſtomary upon 
* * ſuch Occaſions; and therefore I hope your Lordſhips will 
a agree to the Amendment propoſed.' —\ 


The 


« that this Nation is at preſent in any Danger of being at- Anno B. Geo. II. 


Anno 8. Geo. II. The Queſtion firſt put was as uſual, for agreeing to the 4; 
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Queſtions put. 


The Lords Ad- 
dre ſs. 


cook Fo 


mendment propoſed, upon which there was a Diviſion ; and 
there being but 37 Contents to 89 Not Contents, the Amend. 
ment was diſagreed to by a Majority of 2. 
The Queſtion, conſequently, next put, was, To agree 
to the Motion, which was carried without a  Diyifion; 
and a Committee being named to draw up the Addreſs, they 
retired to the Prince's Chamber; and being returned, the Ad. 
dreſs drawn up was read and agreed to the ſame Day, andi 
as follows, wiz. n 


Die Jovis, 23 F anuarii, 1734. "oF 


Moft praeious Sovereign, | 
f E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
25 Lords ſpiritual and temporal in Parliament aſſem-· 
© bled, humbly Leave to return your Majeſty our un; 
« feigned Thanks for your moſt gracious Speech from the F 
Throne. 1 1 
The many Bleſſings we enjoy, under your Majeſty's mill 
and auſpicious Government, are happily felt by all you 
People; among which your paternal Cara and Tenderel 
for their true — in employing your unwearied En. 
* deavours, to prevent their being unneceſſarily involved it 
© the preſent War, ſtand ſignally diſtinguiſhed : And it would 
argue the higheſt Degree of Ingratitude in us, if we did not 
acknowledge ourſelves ſenſibly affected by the Benefits that 
have accrued from this prudent Conduct. Tt Ws 
In this your Majeſty has given the World freſh Proofs uf 
your juſt Sentiments of true and ſolid Glory, ſince you hare 
preferred the real Proſperity and Eaſe of your Subjects to al 
© other Conſiderations ; and in that View have concertel 
« Meaſures with the States General of the United Previn 
(the ancient and natural Allies of the Brizi/4 Crown) forte 
« ſtoring the public Tranquillity. 1 
© It is with the utmoſt Satisfaction we obſerve, that, in 
© Conſequence of this proceeding, the good Offices of your 
* Majeſty, in Conjunction with them, have been accepted by 
© the ſeveral Parties engaged in the War; and we cannot ſu 
fer ourſelves to doubt, but the Interpoſition of the maritime 
Powers, united in Intereſt ind mutual Friendſhip, will har 
its juſt Weight. | 
When we turn our Thoughts to the various and differen 
Views of the Princes and Powers concerned, we find ou: 
* ſelves obliged, with the utmoſt Thankfulneſs, to aſcribe! 
to your Majeſty's uncommon Vigilance and Attention to the 
Welfare of your People, and the Repoſe of ae” 


EW | 

that no Time hath been loſt in making Uſe of any good Anno. Geo. Ii. 
« Diſpoſitions of the reſpective Powers at Variance; and that 173445. | 
« this ſalutary and extenſive Work is advanced to ſuch a De- 
« oree, that a Plan may be ſhortly offered to their Conſide · 
« ration, as a Baſis for a general Treaty. 

The Events of Negotiations, as well as of War, are, 
in the Nature of Things, liable to Uncertainty : But 
« when we reflect on the many Inſtances we have experienced, 
« of right Reaſon and Prudence being the governing Rule of 
your Majelty's Actions, we promiſe ourſelves, that theſe 
your generous Labours, for procuring univerſal Tranguil- 
« ſity, will merit that good Succeſs, which all well diſ 
Minds wiſh they may be attended with. | 

At the ſame time pred us to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
« we are incapable of being, ſo far amuſed by any Hopes 


„ 


be « whatſoever, as to leave the Security of your Majeſty and 
= « your Kingdoms expoſed to real Dangers ; and that our 
* FEndeavours ſhall never be wanting, to diſappoint the vain 
ic  - Expectations of any, who ſhall be ſo preſumptuous, as to 

imagine Advantages to themſelves from ſuch Methods. 
id * The Wiſdom of your Majeſty's Councils, and that Stea- 
Fe « dineſs and Conſtancy which are inherent in your Royal 
; Mind, joined with a Harmony which ſubſiſts between- your 


© Majeſty and that powerful Republic, in Concert with which 
* this great Tranſaction has been carried on, will, we truſt, 
in due time prevail over all unreaſonable Oppoſition : And 
that this may be the happy Effect of your good Offices, we 
© beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, with that Reſolution 
and Firmneſs which become the Peers of Great Britain, 
* on ſo important an Occaſion, that we will chearfully ſup- 
* port your Majeſty in all ſuch Meaſures, as may be neceſſary 
* for procuring the Bleſſings of Peace and Tranquillity, or 
for putting this Nation in a Condition to act that Part, 
which it may be incumbent on Great Britain to undertake. 
It is a Felicity which we ought, in a moſt affectionate 
Manner, to remember on every Occaſion of approaching 
* your Sacred Perſon, that your Majeſty hath always eſteem- 
ed the Intereſt of Sovereign and Subject, as mutual and in- 
* ſeparable ; and made the due Execution and Obſervance 
of the Laws the Rule of your Government: As your Ma- 
* Jeſty, agreeably to your repeated Declarations from the 
Throne, hath invariably held this Conduct towards your 
Subjects, we can entertain no*Doubt, but you will find the 
' fame inviolable and unſhaken Fidlity, and the ſame Zeal 
* for the true Honour and Happineſs of your Majeſty, and 
your Kingdoms (which can never be divided) þoth from 
your Parliament and your People. 4 
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Anno$. Geo.1I. On our Parts, we humbly intreat your Majeſty to accey 
. 1734-5 © the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that we are determined, by a fie. 
—— < dy Courle of Loyalty and dutiful Affection to your Maje 
© ty, and a firm Perſeverance in purſuing the true Intereſt of 
© our Country, to convince the World, that we moſt ſerioul. 
* ly conſider the Maintenance of our Religion and Liberties 
as being abſolutely involved in the Security and Support of 
« your Majeſty's Perſon and Government; and in the bh 
* ſervation of the Proteffant Succeſſion in your Royal Houſe; 
< and that it is the unalterable Purpoſe of our Hearts, under 
© the Protection of the divine Providence, to tranſmit thek 

« mvaluable Bleſſings ſafe and entire to our Poſterity." 
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This Addreſs was next Day preſented to his Majeſty, and 
his Majeſty returned the following Anſwer, vis. 


| My Lords, No 0 
The King's An- T Thank you for this loyal and affetionate Addreſs. The Cu- 
ſwer, cern that you eau for the Succeſs of my Endtawvours, in 
Conjunction with the States General, for refloring the pulli 

Tranquility, is very acceptable to me. 3 
Nothing ſhall be wwanting, on my Part, that may contridut 
thereto; and the Duty and Affection of my: Parliamint aui 
People, upon which I depend in all Events, will add gun 

Weight to my Endeavours. ; = 
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= The Motion for this Addreſs was made by the Duke of 
—_ Dewon/hire, and ſeconded by the Lord Viſcount Harringtm. 
The Amendment to the Motion was propoſed by the Lonl 
Carteret ; was oppoſed by the Duke of Newcaſtle and the 
Lord Hardwick ; and was ſupported by the Earl of Chefe. 
feld, the Lord Bathurf, and the Earl of Strafford. 


Petition of fix N the 15th of February, the following Petition was pre- 
Scoriſh Peers, ſented to the Right Honourable the Houſe of Peers, by 


ſented by the hi f | 
— * BY 5 4 his Grace the Duke of Bedford, vix. 


© To the Right Honourable the Lords ſpiritual and temporal i 
Parliament aſſembled: The humble Petition of James Dult 
* of Hamilton and Brandon, Charles Duke of Queenſbury 
© and Dover, James Duke of Montroſe, Thomas Bari 
© Dundonald, Alexander Far] of Marchmont, and Jon 
Earl of Stair, | xs | 


— * - LS * - Lad — 


Sheweth, : 
E HAT at the laſt Election of fixteen Peers, to ſem 
6 in this Parliament for that Part of Great Britain call 
< ed Scotland, a Majority of Votes was obtained for the 1 
- | | * 


69 | 

© of Buccleugh, the Duke of Athole, the Marquis of Lo- Anno 8. Geo. II. 

« thain, the Earl of Crawford, the Earl of Sutherland, the #73455 / 

« Farl of Moreton, the Earl of Loudon, the Earl of Finlater, 

« the Earl of Selkirk, the Earl bf Balcarras, the Earl 

of Dunmore, the Earl of Orkney, the Earl of Portmore, 

« the Earl of Hopeton, the Earl of //ay, the Lord Cathcart ; 

« and they were accordingly returned. | 8 
« Your Petitioners, however, conceive it their Duty to. 

« repreſent to your Lordſhips, that ſeveral undue Methods 

© and illegal Practices were uſed towards carrying on this 

Election, and towards engaging Peers to vote for a Liſt 

« of Peers to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland, ſuch as are 

« inconſiſtent with the Freedom of Parliaments, diſhonour- 

© able to the Peerage, contrary to the Deſign and Intention 

© of thoſe Laws that direct the Election of the ſixteen Peers 

« of that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, and ſuch 

« as may prove ſubverſive of our happy Conſtitution 3 In- 

© ſtances and Proofs whereof we are able to lay before your 

« Lordſhips, in uch Manner as your Lordſhips ſhall di- 

rect. 5 5 

Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, that you 

Lordſhips will be pleaſed to take this important Affair into 

your moſt ſerious Conſideration, to allow theſe Inſtances 

* and Proofs to be laid before you, and to do therein as in 

* your great Wiſdoms ſhall ſeem moſt proper, to maintain 

* the 1 of the Peerage, the Freedom af the Election of 

© Peers for that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, and 

* to preſerve the Conſtitution and Independency of Parlia- 

* ments, Ys SF 8 
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* And pour Petitioners ſball ever pray. 8. J. 
Hamilton and Brandon, Dundonald: 
Queenſbury and Dover, Marchmont, 
Montroſe, Wy | Stair 4 


x After this Petition was read, his Grace flood up, and Firſt Motion 
moved for a Day to take it into Conſideration 3 he would upon it by the ſaid 
1 dot poſitively fix upon any Day, but he would propoſe that Puke. 


Day Month, and that their Lordſhips might order thoſe 
Perſons, by whom the Petitioners thought they could prove 
heir Allegations, to attend againſt that Day: In this Mo- S eonded by che 
tion he was ſeconded by his Grace the Duke of Marlbo- Duke of Mar!- 


3 | borough, 
n Support of the Queſtion it was argued by the two 

oble Dukes who made and ſeconded the Motion, in Sub- 

ance as follows, wiz. 7 | 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. 
17345. 


Argument for it. 


* © hasof courſe the Aid of this Houſe for ſummoning thoſe pa 


. © Petitioners have then a Day aſſigned, for proving thei 


( 362 ) 


My Lords, I take it to be a conſtant and a cert 
Maxim of this Houſe, never to reject the Petition of an 
Subject, or of any Number of Subjects, unleſs upon the 
very Face of the Petition there appears to be ſomethiy 
very frivolous or impertinent; and upon all the Petition 
© I have obſerved preſented, to this Houſe, there has alu 
been a Day aſſigned, either for an Anſwer, or for the 
Petitioner to prove his. Allegations, according to the Ns 
ture of the Petition. If it be a Petition againſt any par, 
ticular Perſon or Perſons, ſuch as Petitions of Appel, 
there is then a Day appointed for the Defendents or Re. 
ſpondents to anſwer ; and a Summons is directed of courk 
© to be ſerved upon them for that End: If the Petition h 
to ſet forth any particular Grievances or Inconvenienc 
the Petitioner labours under, and from which he defurs the 
Aid of this Houſe, to be relieved, ſuch as Petitions fir 
« private Bills; the Petitioner has, in ſuch Caſes, a Day 
prove the Allegations of his Petition, and for that End 


a a «a «a X © 


« ſons to attend, by whom he thinks he can prove what he i 
in his Petition ſet forth: If it be a Petition complaining 
of public Grievances, in order to obtain a public Las 
for the Redreſs of thoſe Grievances, the Petitioner, « 


« Allegation, and they have of courſe the Summons, 9 
Order of this Houſe, commanding thoſe Perſons to attend, 
„by whom they think they may prove the Fadts or tit 
< Grievances complained of. Ent 755 

Of this laſt Sort I take the Petition to be, which I har 
© now had the Honour to preſent to your Lordſhips ; a 
never was there, I believe, a Petition preſented to thy 
< Houſe of greater Conſequence as to the Subject Matte 
* complained of, or as to the Quality of the Petition 
The Complaint, my Lords, is of the higheſt Nature mw 
« ginable: It is a Complaint that nearly concerns both tit 
Honour and the Dignity, nay, I may ſay, the very Jan 
© of this Houſe ; becauſe, if there be good Ground for tt 
« Complaint, the Conftitution of this Kingdom cannot ſub 
« ſift, the Liberties of our Country cannot long endm 
if the Grievances complain'd of be not fully and ſpeti 
© ly redreſſed. Then as to the Petitioners, let us cook 
my Lords, who they are: They are Men of as high Rall 
© as any Subjects in the Kingdom; they are Noblemas® 
equal Quality with ourſelves in every Reſpect, except i 
to Seats in this Houſe ; and that they have perhaps bal 
«* deprived of, by the evil Practices of which they 1 


r erer 
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© plain: But this they do not inſiſt on; they do not come Anno 8. Geo. II. 


« here to complain of any particular Injury done to 
« themſelves; it 1s their Regard for the public Weal, their 
« Regard for the Honour of this Houſe, that has prevailed 
© on them to become Peritioners to your Lordſhips. 

I ſhall not pretend, my Lords, to ſay, that the Facts 
« complained of are true; That your Lordſhips are to de- 
« termine, after a full and a ftrit Enquiry ; but I am ſure 
there is nothing frivolous or impertinent appears upon the 
. Face of the Petition; and if we may judge from the 
Characters, as well as Quality of the Petitioners ; if we 


may judge from common Fame and public Report; nay, 


if we may judge from ſome Occurrences, not a great ma- 
ny Years ago, there is Reaſon to believe their Complaint 
© is but too well grounded. All the Petitioners we know 3 
* ſome of them have had the Honour to fit in this Houle ; 
* and while they fat here, their Bely:viour was ſach, that 
I am perſuaded none of your Lordſhips will think, that 
they would allow themſelves to be impoſed on by ridicu- 


* lous Reports, or {light Surmiſes. I cannot therefore, in 


the leaſt, ſuſpect, that the Petition I have had the Ho- 
* nour to preſent will be rejected; and for this Reaſon, I 
* think, the only proper Motion I can make, is, to ap- 
point a Day, &c.”*.(as above-mentioned.) 5 


1734-5» 


Lord On/ow. * My Lords, tho it has always been the Lord Onſlow 


practice of this Houſe, to receive Petitions from any Sub- 


* jet, which did not in themſelves appear frivolous or im 


pertinent; yet the Petition now preſented to us is, in my 
Opinion, of ſuch an extraordinary Nature, that it de- 
* ſerves the moſt mature Deliberation : It is a Petition by 
* which ſeveral Lords, who are Members of this Houſe, 
* are Charged with illegal Practices; and as ſuch a Charge 
* muſt throw a very great Scandal upon them, I therefore 
think your Lordſhips ought well to conſider, before you 
* reſolye to give it ſo much Countenance, as to appoint a 
* Day for taking it into Conſideration.” 


Upon this the Lord Chancellor roſe up, and acquainted Lord Chancellor, 
the Houſe, © That the Petition did not charge any Lord 
in that Houſe with undue or illegal Practices: It contain- 
*ed only a general Charge, that ſome ſuch Practices had 
been made uſe of, at the laſt Election of ſixteen Peers for 
Scotland, but did not ſay by whom. 


The Earl of Cholmondeley. Though the Petition now Earl of Cholnen- 
* before us, does not charge any Lord in particular with“ Y. 


17345. X x 2 * any 


* 


* 


Anno 8. Geo. II | n | 

08. Geo. 11.© any undue Practices; yet it be muſt granted, that, in; 

r eee it will affect a pe 1 
Houſe; for it expreſly charges, that no leſs than fixtz 
Lords of this Houſe were choſen by ſuch Practices, ay 
© have thereby got Seats in this Houſe 3 ſo that by te 
« Conſequences of this Petition, every one of thoſe fixten 
© may come to loſe the Seats they have now the Honour u 
© have in this Houſe : For this Reaſon therefore, my Lark 
© as well as on account of its being a Petition of a very ney 
and a very extraordinary Nature, I think your Lordſhin 
< ought to take ſome Time to conſider of it, before you 0 
der any Perſon to attend, on Account of the Matter coy 
* tained in the Petition. | OY 


mule of News The Duke of Neaxwcaſile. c M Lords, the Petition no 
eaſtle's Speech * preſented to us, is ſo new in its Kind, that I really d 
and Motion, not know whether we ought to receive it; nay, I & 
not 41 if we have a Power to receive it. There wa, 
indeed, ſince the Union, one Petition preſented to thi 
Houſe, complaining of an undue Election and Return, d 
one of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland; and this Houſe dil 
accordingly proceed upon the Petition, and did determine 
the Right of Election: But in the Petition now beforew, 
there is no direct Complaint, either againſt the Elefti 
or the Return of all or any one of the ſixteen Peers hf 
choſen for Scotland; and therefore I cannot, at preſent 
pretend to give my Opinion, how we can proceed upat 
it. As I have not the Journal now before me, which 
contains the Proceedings of this Houſe, upon the laſt Pe 
tition from Scotland, I cannot tell what Method was then 
obſerved ; but if I had, I doubt much if it could bed 
any Uſe, becauſe of this Petition's being very widely di 
ferent from the former: Therefore, my Lords, I n 
think, that the moſt prudent Method for us to take, i, 
to appoint a ſhort Day, as ſhort as you will, to conſider a 
what is proper to be done, before you appoint a Day, 
either for entering into the Merits of the Petition, or i 
examining any Witneſſes, in relation to the Facts therew 
complained of. For this Reaſon, I ſhall move your Lon 
ſhips to reſolve, to take this Petition into Conſideratin 
on this Day ſe'nnight. 1 


Earl of Cheſter. To this it was anfwered by the Earl of Che/lerfield, an 
field and Lord after him the Lord Bathur/t, * That as to the Petition's be. 
: Batburft, ing, in its Nature, ſomething new and extraordinary, i 
© was not all to be wondered at, becauſe the Facts complat 


* ed of, were ſuch as could be committed only _ 5 
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(3656 ) 5 
Union of the two Kingdoms. Whether any ſuch Practices Anno 8. Geo. II. 


1 
ha « had been uſed ſince that Time, and before the preſent; they 1734-5. 
u would not take upon them to determine; but if ever an 

m {ch had been uſed, no Man had before had public Spirit 

the enough to complain of them; and therefore they were the 

teen more obliged to the noble Peers who had now given 


themſelves that Trouble : That to them it ſeemed very 

« extraordinary to queſtion, whether that Houſe had a Power 

« to examine into any Grievances that could be complained 

« of by any Subject: But it appeared ſtill more extraordinary 
to make ſuch a Queſtion, when the Complaint was made 
by ſome of their own Number, and in relation to an 

« Aﬀair, in which the Honour and Dignity of that Houſe 

« was chiefly and primarily concerned: That for this Rea- .. 
ſon it was not to be doubted, but that they had not only 


— 
= 
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107 
< a Power, but that it was their.Duty, to enquire into the 

00 Matters complained of, and to fift them to the Bottom, 

. and they hoped, no Regards nor Pretences would prevent TM 
thy their doing ſo. However, they would, in general, _— 

CF with the noble Duke, as to the firſt appointing a ſhort 

dl Day ; for they did nat doubt but that the more the Af- 

ine fair was conſidered, the more every Lord in that Houſe 

u, would think himſelf bound, both in Honour and Duty, 

ion to enquire into it : But they thought the Reſolution ought | 

la to be put in Words, different from what the noble Duke 

nt, had been pleaſed to propoſe ; and therefore they thought 

pot the Motion ought to be That they would, upon that Day 

ich ſe'nnight, take into Conſideration, the Methods how to 

Pe. proceed upon the Petition then preſented to them.” 

hen The Lord Chancellor. * As to the Power or Duty of this Lord Chancel - 
Houſe, in relation to the Petition now before us, I cannot lor. 

dif really, upon ſo ſhort a Deliberation, freely declare my 

wk Opinion ; -and as there are ſome other Lords, who ſeem to 

is. be in great Doubt about this Queſtion, I muſt think the 

1 Motion made by the noble Duke near me, the moſt proper, 


becauſe of its being the moſt general; and as it does not 
determine the Queſtion one Way or other, I cannot but 
think it quite unneceſſary to make any Diſpute about it, 
therefore J hope your Lordſhips will agree to it. 


Upon this the Queſtion propoſed by the Duke of New- Duke of New. 
afile was agreed to without any Diviſion ; and it was ac- ca/tle's Motion 
ordingly reſolved, That that Houſe would, upon that Day agreed to, 
"night, take the Petition into their Conſideration : After 

which it was ordered, that the Lords ſhould be ſummoned to 

tteud upon chat Day. | | 
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1734-5: 'HEN the Order of 'the Day being read, his G 
| the Duke of Buccleugb and, after him the — 
Dukes of Athol of Athol ſtood up, and took otice, That the Petition the 
and Buccleugh a- were then to take into their Conſideration, was conceive 
 gainſt the Peti- in ſuch general and indefinite Terms, that they could ny 
Ts from the Words of the Petition, determine, whether or u 
the Petitioners deſigned to controvert, or to obje& agand 
the laſt Election of the ſixteen Peers, to repreſent the Peer. 
age of Scotland in that Houſe ; and as their Right to ther 
Seats in that Honſe, depended upon the Regularity of that 
Election, they hoped their Lordſhips would take Carey 
have that-Point cleared up, before they FE any fin 
ther upon that Petition, or at leaſt, before they proceeded 
to the Examination of any Witneſles. < 


— - - CY „ 4 * — 


Motion thereon. This brought on a Motion, That the Conſideration d 
© the Petition ſhould be adjourned to a ſhort Day, and that th 
* Petitioners ſhould be ordered to declare againſt that Dy, 
© whether they intended to controvert the laſt Election of al 
the fixteen Peers, to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in that 
© Houſe, or the Election of any, and which of them.” 


In ſupport of the Motion it was argued thus. 


—_— it. My Lords, the Petition now before us is, in my Oh 
nion, conceived in ſuch vague and general Terms, thati 
is impoſlible to determine, whether the late Election, wii 
reſpect to all or any of the ſixteen Peers laſt returned, i 
© to be attacked or not; and as it is impoſſible to determin 
whether any, and what Perſons are to be accuſed, by tix 
© Complaint exhibited to us in this Petition; fo I c 

determine, and I believe no Lord in this Houſe can, wit 
ther we are to proceed upon this Affair, in our legillate 
or in our judicial Capacity. If any undue or illegi 
Practices were made uſe of, in procuring the Eleftioa 
© the Return of all or any of the ſixteen Lords from Scala 
© now in this Houſe, ſurely that Election or Return mult 
void, and the Peers of Scotland muſt proceed to 4 
Election. In this Caſe, your Lordſhips are certainly l 
proceed in your judicial Capacity; and as the Right of pt 
vate Perſons is to be brought into Queſtion, as the Right 
_ © lefs than ſixteen Lords, to their Seats in this Houſe, vi 
< be examined into, and determined; the Affair now beſn 
© us is then to be conſidered as a Cauſe, and I hope 0 
< Lordſhips will proceed in it with the ſame Juſtice-and in 
« partiality, and with the ſame Regularity, which you 4 
2 | 
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« ſerve in all other Cauſes. The ſixteen noble Lords now in Anno 8. Geo. IF. 
this Houſe, muſt then be conſidered as the Defendents or 23.7 
« Reſpondents 3 and I hope your Lordſhips will never 
« proceed in any Cauſe, to examine Witneſſes for. the Peti- 
« tioner only; if we are to examine any Witneſſes againſt the 
noble Lords now in this Houſe, I hope you will give them 
proper Notice, and examine likewiſe ſuch Witneſſes, as 
« they may think proper: for their Juſtification, . 

« Tho' I cannot, my Lords, from the Words of the Peti- 
tion, determine, whether any particular Perſons are to be 
« accuſed, yet from the Nature of the Caſe, I muſt think, 

* that it neceſſarily ends in an Accuſation againſt particular Per- 
c ſons; for if there have been illegal Practices, there muſt have 
been illegal Practiſers, and thoſe Practiſers muſt have been 
* guilty F a very high Miſdemeanor. In this Caſe likewiſe, 
your Lordſhips are to proceed in your judicial Capacity; 
* and in that Way, I hope, ou will never proceed to examine 
the © Witneſſes againſt any Man, without having firſt called 
ay, the Party before you, without having given him No- 
JR tice of the Crimes laid to his Charge, or without giving 
lat him an Opportunity, both to croſs-examine the Witneſſes 
* that are brought againſt him, and to bring what Witneſſes 
he may think proper for his Vindicationz ſo that I do not 
* ſee, how you can proceed in the Affair now before you, till 
the Petitioners declare, whether or no they intend to chal- 
* lenge or impeach the Election of all or any, and whom, 
* of the ſixteen Peers laſt choſen, and have. particularly 
* named the Perſons who were guilty of the undue and 
s illegal Practices of which 8 complain. r 

* If any Suitor, in any of the Courts below, ſhould peti- 
tion this Houſe, and complain in general of undue Methods 
* and illegal Practices made uſe of in any Court below, 
* without naming any Perſon, who had been guilty of thoſe 
* undue Methods or illegal Practices; I believe your Lord 
* ſhips would not ſo much as receive or give any Coun- 
* tenance to ſuch a Petition; but in the preſent Caſe, your 
* Lordſhips have received the Petition, and, in my Opinion, 
you are in the right, not only to receive it, but to take all 
* proper Methods, ta get at the Bottom of the Complaint, 
* both becauſe of the Dignity of the Petitioners, and be- 
* cauſe the Matters complained of, may affect the Honour 
and Dignity of this Houſe ; yet ſtill, my Lords, I hope 
* you will proceed in it in ſuch a Manner, as not to do In- 
* juſtice to any private Man, and ſo as not to load the 
Innocent with even the Imputation of a heavy Crime. 

In all Caſes of Evidence, the Witneſſes: mult be exa- 
* mined as to particular Facts, and likewiſe as to particular 


Perſons ; 
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Anno B. Geo. II. Perfons ; and thoſe Perſons, as well as Facts, the lu 
1734-5 © muſt be fully informed of, before ay Wind,” 
2 brought before them to be examined. I believe, ny 
* Lords, it was never yet known, that any Court of Jud. 
* cature proceeded to examine Witneſſes, without haying 
* firſt the Lr Facts laid before them, which were t 
© be proved by the Witneſſes, and likewiſe the Perſon 
0 Names, againſt whom the Witneſſes were to "a1 thoſe 
< Facts, This is a Rule which muſt be obſerved, in 


Courts of _Judicature, otherwife they 'can never knoy 
what they are about ; and therefore, if Ver, Lordſhip 
are to proceed upon this Affair in your judicial Capacity, 
which I think you muſt, you cannot r rly proceed i 
examine any Witneſſes, till you know nd eg Fach 
thoſe Witneſſes are brought to prove, and the Names of 
the particular Perſons againſt whom thoſe Facts are to be 
<. proved, without which I cannot comprehend, what Uk 
* you to make of the Proofs, that are to be laid befor 
* you, or for what End you are to put a great many Gentle 
men, and for 'what 1 know, Noblemen alfo, tothe Er 
< pence and Trouble of coming a great many Miles to be 
examined as Witneſſes, at the Bar of this Houle. ” 
| © I am, my Lords, as mach as any Lord in this Hout, 
for making a moſt ſtri& Enquiry into the Matters com- 
« plained of by the Needed before us; and, for thi 
© Reaſon, I am for our taking ſuch previous Steps, as may 
enable us to proceed with ainty, Eaſe,” and Sat: 
faction to ourſelves, without doing an _—_ to any in. 
© nocent Man; for if we eed to examine W 


«a 
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tneſſes before 
« we have fixed upon the particular Matters, 'as to which 
< thoſe Witneſſes are to be examined, I foreſee that we mul 
involve ourſelves in Difficulties, which we ſhall find altt- 
| «© pether inextricable ; and as the Right of the fixteen noble 
Lords who now fit in this Houſe, as the Repreſentativ 
of the Peerage of Scotland, is the chief Thing to be cur. 
« ſidered, I think the Petitioners ought firſt to d lare, whe: 
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it ought to be ſo: It is nota Petition 3 to any pt 
vate Right; it is not a Petition complaining of any pr 
Injury; it is only in the Nature of a general Complan 
« againſt ſome illegal Practices, ſuppoſed to have heen 


« ther or no they intend, by their Petition, to cha BN © 

* or impeach that Wye ; 

To this it was anſwered, in Subſtance "as" follon, BW - 

Anker: © My Lords, the Petition now before us is general, u 
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t uſe of at the laſt Election of the ſixteen Peers of Scotland, Anno b. Geo. II. 


« which the Petitioners think of the utmoſt Conſequence, to 


© the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, and to the Freedom 
and Independency of Parliament; theſe Practices, the Peti- 


« tioners have got ſome 3 Accounts of, and by the 

Accounts they have got of them, they ſeem to be of ſuch, 
4 heinous Nature, and attended with ſuch dangerous Con- 
« ſequences, that they, as Peers of Great Britain, as Subjects 
of a legal, and as yet free Government, thought themſelves 


« obliged to inform this Houſe of what they had heard, and 


of the Witneſſes by whom they think thoſe deep and _ 
practices may be made appear; well knowing, that if 
© there were really any ſuch Practices, the Power and the 
Authority of this Houſe, if exerciſed as it ought to be, 
« and, I hope, as it will be upon this Occaſion, may make 
« up the Deficiencies of the Informations they have had: 
As the Practices they complain of, are of the moſt heinous 
Nature, they muſt certainly have been carried on in the 
© moſt hidden Manner; and therefore, it cannot be ſup- 
« poſed, that the Petitioners, or that any Man in a private, 
Capacity, can have ſuch a full Information of them, as to 
charge the Facts, or accuſe the Perſons particularly; but 
upon the Examination at the Bar of your Lordſhips Houſe, 
« of ſuch Witneſſes as they ſhall defire to be examined, the. 
* iniquitous Myſteries may probably come to be revealed; 
* both the Facts and the Perſons may be particularly brought 
* tolight ; and then I doubt not, but your Lordſhips will 
take ſuch Methods as the Law directs, in order to puniſh. 
the Guilty, to vindicate the Honour and the Dignity of 
this Houſe, and to preſerve! the Freedom and Indepen- 
* dency of Parliament. This is what the Petitioners ſue 
for, this is what the Nation expects, and I think the 
© Petitioners have taken the moit proper Way, the only 
Way they could take, to lay this important Affair before 
your Lordſhips. W | 

J am ſurprized, my Lords, to heat it ſaid, that the 
Affair now before us can, in any Light, be looked on as a 
* Cauſe, or that it ought to be treated as ſuch. Do the Pe- 
* titioners come here to complain of any Violation of their 
* own particular Rights? Do they complain of any Injury 
* offered to them, or either of them in particular? No, my 


9 


Lords, their Complaint proceeds from a more genetous | 


Motive; their Complaint is againſt a general Grievance 3 
and therefore, if the Affair now before us is to be looked 
on as a Cauſe, it muſt be looked on as the Cauſe of our 
; —_— and Conſtitution : If any Injury has been done, it 
is to the Conſtitution that Injury has been done, and it is 

173457. 1 "to 


Anno 8. Geo. II. . to the Conſtitution, that Redre _ be d 


| 2734-5. 
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© the Witneſles that are to 08 — om ſome 
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7 { thatſhall be found to be 

ent ſuch Practices ime to come, or 
p what cannot now be 23 


bar 725 even after you have examined all the Wit- 
. you can, after Ei 
le, the Practices been carried on in fach a 
iden and ſuch a ſubtil „ that even your Lord 
ſhips may not be able to fix them upon any particular Per 
"ſon, tho' at the ſame Time, it may appear evident, that 
ſome illegal Practices have been made uſe of: In ſuch a 
* what are your to do? Surely you ate not 
leave the Honour of this Houſe, and the 8 Ig 
our Conſtitution, expoſed to the ſame illegal 
at the next Election? You are not to neglect to repair a 
Ben ande in your Houſe, becauſe you cannot di 
cover the Thieves that made it. You are certainly, in 
ſuch a Caſe, to contrive and {s ſome proper Law for pre- 
© yenting fuch Practices for the future. But on the other 
Ents opt 
uc e Enquiry your are to 
gy . you =_ 3 5; Ty a Proſecution to be 


7 . nft the Perſons found or ſufj tobe 
„ Gail wh will then become De not to 
A= * 5 to the Proſecution that ſhall — or 


« dered againſt them; and upon that Proſecution they mul 


© of courſe have an Op to bring Witneſſes in their 
«© own Juſtification, to crals ine ſuch Witneſſes 1 
© ſhall then be brought a them. 


As to the Right of the fixteen noble Lords, who ne 
© now the Honour to have Seats in this Houſe, 1 
© it will not be impeached b Proof that can be b 
© on this Occaſkon, and therefore I wonder that 


© them mo oY OR ealouſy Zo Eg 
© ſuch Event; but ſuppoſ _ t, in 


© ſhould appear _ might 

* laſt Election, 1 —_ their — R 
© their Seats in this House ; farely, your . 
© upon ſuch an Examination, immediate — 
« clare the late Election oa 7 You muſt then 
© appoint a Day to examine into the Merits 


ion, and then, nd not di then, the noble Tonk 
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5 vho are now in this Houſe by virtue of that Election, Anno$. Oeo. II. 


© will become Defendants, not to this Petition, but to the 
' Erquiry that ſhall then be ordered into the Merits of their 
Election; and upon that Occaſion your Lordſhips will cer- 
* tainily proceed with your uſual Juſtice, and conſequently 


vill give them all the Time and Opportunity they can de- 


* fire for defending their Right, either by employing Coun- 
ſel to plead for them, by bringing ſuch Witneſſes as they 
ma thick proper for ſupporting their Election, or by 
cross x4mining all or any of the Witneſſes that ſhall be 


brougbt 2gaialt them; for the Witneſſes who are exami- 


ned upon this Petition, muſt be all re-examined, when 
your Lordſhips come to enquire into the Merits of 
* the late Election, if it ſhall become neceſſary, which 
* I hope it will not, for this Houſe to make any ſuch 
* Enquiry. | oo | 

cannot pretend, my Lords, to any great Knowledge 
' in the Law, and much leſs to a thorough Knowledge 


« of the Forms of he yr but I muſt ſay, and 


* 

© am ſorry to ſay, that I think your Lordſhips are, 

this — Occaſion, falling too much into the Forma 
* of the Courts below: It is well known, that a great Part 
« of their Time is taken up in debating and arguing about 
' the Forms and Methods of proceeding, by which the prin- 
* cipal Affair in Diſpute is delayed, and not ſeldom 
* entirely dropt; and the Debate we are now on, I muſt 
* conſider as a Debate of the ſame Nature. This is not your 
* Lordſhips uſual Way of proceeding ; and when an Aff ir 
is brought before you, which —_— and immediately 
concerns the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, I am 
© ſurpriſed to hear any Debate about the Methods how we 
* ſhall proceed to enquire into it; and I am ſtill more ſur- 
Ng it ſaid, that we muſt never examine any 
* Witneſſes, unleſs we firſt know the particular Facts to 


' which they are to be examined : This would be, indeed, 
* tying us down to Forms in the ſtricteſt Manner; nay, ina 


more ſtrict Manner, in my Opinion, than any Court of 
common Law; for I think I have heard of a Form or 
Method of proceeding in thoſe Courts, which they call 
* pleading the general Iſſue, and giving the ſpecial Matter 
' in Evidence; in which Caſe, if I am rightly informed, 
none of the particular Facts, to which the Witneſſes are 
* to be examined, are laid before the Court, nor does the 
Court know any thing of the Queſtions that are to be put 
to them, till they come to be examined, and then only 


the Court is to judge, whether the Queſtion that is put, 


has any Relation to the general Iſſue then before the Court : 
73475. Yy 2 But 


2734-5. 


Anno 8, Gro. II. . But as the Affair now before us is n6 Trial, as this Hog 


17345. 


* 


Reply. 


upon this Petition, to be told, you muſt not aſk ſuch a 


* not. to be circumſcribed, or DNF; way "TOR 
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s was never ſuppoſed to be confined to the Rules or the 
Forms of inferior Courts, and as I am very little conver: 
« (ant in ſuch Forms, I ſhall ſay no more upon this Sub- 
« ject. 
2 But, my Lords, tho*' I am very little acquainted wich 
© the Forms, or the Manner of proceeding in the Coutts 
below, yet I hope I know ſomething of the Methods of 
« proceeding, as well as of the Power and Authority of 
* this Houſe; and therefore Jam not a little ſur cine] at 
the Motion made to us; for I cannot comprehend the End 
© for which it is deſigned, or the Purpoſe it can ſerve: That 
© the Petitioners ſhould declare, whether or no they intend 
« to challenge or impeach the Election of all or any, and 
© which of the ſixteen Peers laſt choſen : For God's Sake, 
© my Lords, What will this Declaration, when made, fg. 
* nify ? Is this Houſe to be confined, or any Way refirain- 
* ed by any Declaration the Petitioners can make? 8 poſe 
4 4 ſhould declare, that they do not intend to — 
© or impeach the Election of all or any of the ſixteen Pen 
© laſt choſen: Are we, when we come to examine Witneſſes 


—— - — — — — -_ - - — — - - — — * 


Queſtion, or ſuch a Queſtion, becauſe by the Anſwer to 
* that Queſtion, the Election of the ſixteen Peers laſt choſen, 
* or of tomeof them, may be, brought into Diſpute, or im- 

* peached? Surely, it is not intended that we ſhould be in 

© this Manner confined, by any Declaration the Petitioners 
can make; and if we do examine Witneſſes upon this 
Petition, with a full Liberty to aſk all ſuch Queſtionsas 
may tend towards diſcovering any illegal Practices that 
may have been made uſe of; ſuppoſe upon. that Exami- 
© nation, ſuch Facts, ſuch Practices ſhould appear, as muſt 
* evidently tend towards rendering the late Election void, 
Is this Houſe to be circumſcribed by any Declaration 
the Petitioners can make, ſo as that it ſhall not be in our 
Power to proceed in a regular Way to declare that EleQi- 
on void? I hope, my Lords, no ſuch Thing will be pre- 
* tended; and therefore, as ſuch a Declaration, when ob- 
* tained, can fignify nothing, I hope an Affair of ſo much 
* Conſequence to the Honour and Dignity of this Hanſe, 

© and to the Freedom and I ndependevey of Farliament, 
6 will not be delayed upon that Aceoun --- d Sn 


1 
To this it was ſaid, by way of Reply. I 
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* That they would readily grant, that that Houſe ſe wat 
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* confined by any Declaration the Petitioners could make; Anno 8. Geo. II. 
but as ſuch a Declaration could do no Harm, or any Way 735. 
retard the Enquiry their Lordſhips were to make, and as 3 
« it would be a Satisfaction to the ſixteen noble Lords then 
jn that Houſe from Scotland, and had been expreſly deſired 
« by ſome of them, they hoped the Houſe would agree to 
the Motion, eſpecially as it could not occafion any great 
« Delay, becauſe the Petitioners could, in a very ſhort Time, 
« or perhaps, immediately, make ſuch a Declaration as was 
« defired 3 and therefore they would move, that the farther 
© Conſideration of the Petition ſhould be adjourned but till 
© next Day, and that the Petitioners ſhould againſt that | | 
« Time declare, whether or no they intended by their Pe- 9 K 
tition, to Controvert the Election of all or any, and which 
of the ſixteen Peers laſt choſen, to repreſent the Peerage 
of Scotland in that Houſe,” Fo: ' 


Any farther Reply in this Affair was prevented, by the Duke if 
Duke of Bedford's ſtanding up and acquainting the Houſe, tion from th Pe 3 
© That, fince the Beginning of that Debate, he had been ticioners. © © - 
with the Petitioners, and that they had empowered him 
© to make the Declaration propoſed, and that, for his great- 
© er Security, he had taken it down from the Petitioners in 
Writing, which, if their Lordſhips pleaſed, he would read 
„to them; ſo that there was mo Occaſion to adjourn the 
Conſideration of the Affair one Moment on that * 
count.“ : 5 ol Tl ® 


This oceaſioned 4 new Debate, in which the Lord: Ba- Debates thereon, 
u, the | Earl of Chefterfield, and the Earl of Abingdin Torn ef Cg. , 
ufited, That the Declaration, as propoſed by the noble 9 d after” | 
* Duke, was ſufficient ; and that the Order propoſed might den. 
de entered in their Journals; after which it might be en- 
tered, that in Purſuance of the ſaid Order, the Duke of © © * 
* Bedford ſtood; up, and, by virtue of a Power from the 
* Petitioners, and in their Names, made the following De- 
daration; and then enter the Declaration propoſed to be 
made by the noble Duke: This, they ſaid, they thought 
* the Houſe could not well refuſe, becauſe the Refuſal would 
really look ſomething like doubting the Honour of the 
noble Duke, for whom, they were perſuaded, every 
Lord there had the greateſt Eſteem; it would look like  _ 
* doubting, whether he had a ſufficient Authority to make | 
* ſuch g 7 after he had declared he had Autho- | 
ny for ſo doing.” This was oppoſed by the Lord Hard:- ; kl, 
Wet, and the Duke of Newcafle, '.* who profeſſed the Detector — | 
greateſt Eſteem for the noble Duke, but they did noteafle. a 

1 | think 


— 


0. 374 ) 
ano B. Geo, II. think it world be regalar c0-roceles © Neeb 
1734-5- „Manner, in an Affair of ſo very great Importance; m 
u ud the Lord Chancellor having charac IT 
© not in gym is the Honour of he noble D 
«© his having a ſufficient ority ſor what he 

c as the Affair had been brought before them b Poe 
© ſigned by the fix OY he thought the moſt prope: 
and the moſt regular Way would be, to hive the Me 
© tion propoſed 8 them likewiſe ; and as. it would oc. 
«. caſion a Delay but N or , N the Houle 

65 would agree to it.” | ee 


Dion. Upon this, the Queſtion was * for the Con 
fideration of the Petirion till next yy — w ch, hae 1 Divi- 
fon, was car:ied in the Affirmative, wi Proxies, by go 
to 1. 

The Queſtion was next put upon the Motion adorns 
tioned, which v was _ to without a Diviſion. 


Earl of Abingdoe, Aſter this it was tondjourn, but the Beleg d 
ow ood up and ſaid, That as their Lordſhips had 

0. gone & little ; into the Forms of We/iminſier- Hall, heb 

wonld go a little farther : They had made an 

; a, he believed, — 

with that Order 3 therefore he t t t to 

take ſome Method to give the Petitioners Nodes of 


| © Order they had made. 
Earl of Chet. Upon this the Earl of Cholmendeley ſaid, «That he though 


there was no Neceſſity for any ſuch Notice, | becduſe the 
Orders of that Houſe, like Acts of Parliament, fibod in 10 

Need of any Notification or Publication: they 

© themſelves, and the Parties concerned were to take 

Lerd Zathurf, * Notice of them.“ | But the Lord Baths n ſhewed, Tit 
© no ſuch Thing was to be preſumed, as ther 

© conſtant Practice in all Cauſes ; and as ome Lords 

© to be fond of looking upon the Affair then before them w 2 

© Cauſe, —— move, That the Lord Chancel- 

0 lor ſhould be directed to write Letters to the Petitioners, giv- 


* ing them Notice of the Order their Lordſhips had made. | 


Lord Chancellor, The Lord Chancellor ſaid, That he ſhould be ready to 
© follow their Lordſhips Directions, but deſired to = 
if he ſhould write one Letter to the Petitioners Joint! 

particular Letter to each of them ſeparately ;* | home 
— hank having propoſed one Letter to the Petitioners jointh, 
Abe 


Earl of Mbingeten, theEailef ſtood up, and ſaid, © That * 


63786) 


de that Time know, chat the Petitioners were a0 Aung. Ceo. Thi 
ad « tion, which their Lordſhips ſeemed inclined to make „ 1725. 
tid 22 to ſend a Letter to them jointly 3 whereupon i. 
r * a ſeparate Letter ſhould be ſent to each; + 
ſe 2 ae e eee e Bo 
per . 
The Motion 17 the W 3 was 

— nade by the Lord Hardwick, and ſupported by the Earl of 
as BY Clolmonde/cy, and the Lord Herwey ; and it was oppoſed by 

te Dake of Zegires fr ney pak and the oor 
on- 
i Next Day, the Order of the Houſe being read, for taking 
$0 this Petition into Conſideration, the Lord Chancellor acquaint- 
adde Houſe, That two of the noble Lords, the Petition- 
em, had been with him, and had brought him a Declara- 


' tion in Writing, 1.— by every one of them, in Obedience 
to their Lords rder the Day before, which -Declara- 
' ta ,ein, I VIE. 


N conſequence of pour: Loniihig Lordſhips Order of Yeſterday,” The Petitioners. 

fignified to us —_ ht Honourable the Lord High Declaration in 
— ——— We your Lor ips Petitioners do declare, — 0. 
' that, by our Petition we did not, nor do intend to contro- * Order. 
vert the Election or Return. of the fixteen Peers for Scor/and, 
' mentioned in our ſaid Petition, or any of them : dt 

( intended, as we thought it our Duty, to lay before your 
' Lordſhips, the Evidence of ſuch Facts and undue Methods, 
' mentioned in general in our ſaid Petition, a5 appeared to us to 
bedangerous to the Conſtitution, and may, in future Elections, 

ly aße the Right of the preſent ſixteen Peers, as that 

＋ pr the other Peers of Scotland, if a proper Remedy be not 
' found out; as we had before empowered his Grace the 
! Duke of Bedford to inform your Lordſhips.* {a 

10 Hamilton and Brandon, Dang 

S an _—_ 2 2 | 
; * : ar. 
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lier the of this Declaration, © Mock ene dite for the 
Jo adjourn the Conſideration of the Petition till that Petitioners to de- 
Day ſeven- night, and that the Petitioners might be ordered Perfatn 2 
« why before the Houſe, againſt that Day, in Writing, In- | 
t fances of thoſe undue Methods and Practices upon 
' which they intended to proceed, and the Names of the Fer- 
; ne they iulpoied-to be guilty ef foch ances Machado nnd 

legal Practices.“ 0 
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Argument for it. My Lords, when I firſt heard this Petition read, f ws 
of Opinion with other Lords, that it was conceived in ſuch | 
general and indefinite Terms, that it was impoſſihle for this 
| — proceed upon it, without involving ourfelyes in 
* Difficulties which we ſhould find inſuperable 3” büt now, 

| © that J have heard this Declaration read, I am farther at a 
© Loſs than ever, to know what is meant or intended by the 
Petition. When I firſt heard it read, I did, indeed, im- 
* gine that the noble Lords the Petitioners, did intend to im. 
peach the laſt Election of the ſixteen Peers, choſen to repre. 
© ſent the Peerage of Scotland in this Houſe ; and as the Right 
of thoſe Lords was to be impeached, I thought it' was rex 
« ſonable, that the Deſign and Intention of the Petitioten 

'* ſhould be expreſſed in clear and diſtin Terms, therefore I 
was for their making ſuch a Declaration as was then brder- 
ed: But by their Declaration, now read to us, I find they 
they have no ſuch Deſign or Intention; fo that I rah 
cannot now comprehend, or ſo much as gueſs at what they 
© would have us to do upon the Petition they have pr 
© unleſs their Deſign be to impeach or accuſe ſome particukr 
* Perſons of Crimes, which I take to be of a very high Na- 
© ture; and if that be their Intention, furely the Perſons 
Names they deſign to impeach, ought to be particularly ex- 
* preſſed, and thoſe Perſons ought to be informed of the pu- 
< ticular Crimes which are laid to their Charge. 
An Accuſation is not, it is true, a Condemnation ; but, 
my Lords, it muſt be granted, that a Man's Character 
* ſuffers even by an Accuſation; and tho* he may be after- 
* wards, upon a full and impartial Trial, acquitted, yet it 
« ſeldom happens, that the Scandal thrown upon his Nam 
* by the Accuſation, is entirely wiped off by Jus — 
« quitted 3 and in the mean time, during the whole Time 
that intervenes between his Accuſation and his Trial, he k- 
* bours under an Imputation, which your Lordſhips mult al 
* low to be a very great Misfortune. It is certain, my 

© Lords, that every Man ought to have a very great Regul 
to his Honour and his Character in the World; it is what 
* the meaneſt Creature in Life ought to be extreamly jealous 
of, and: much. more thoſe, who, by their Birtk and their 
© Fortune, are placed in a ſuperior Station; and therefore [ 
hope your Lordſhips will always be cautious of gpin in raſh- 

I * ly to any Meaſure, by which the Characters of private Mer 

| may be very much injured. In the preſent Caſe, I N 
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« it is evident, that the Characters of ſome 


in relation to this Affair: The Characters of ſome Men 
« muſt ſuffer, and thoſe not of mean Rank in the World; 
« they muſt be Perſons in eminent Stations: Therefore I hope 
your nn will not, upon general Suggeſtions, and 
« without any determinate Aim or Deſign, proceed to exa- 
© mine Witneſſes in a Cafe, where the Characters of particu- 
lar Men, the Characters of Men eminent in their Stations, 
will certainly be greatly injured. 214 
It is a Maxim, my La. eſtabliſhed by the Reaſon of 
Things, as well as by the Practice, I believe, of all the Ju- 
« dicatures in the World, never to examine any . Witneſs, 
« when by ſuch Examination a private Man's Character may 
abe blaſted, without giving that Man an Opportunity, at 
the ſame Time, to vindicate his Character againſt any A- 
« ſperfion that may be thrown upon it by that . Soars Sa 
In ſuch a Caſe it is not ſufficient to ſay, that the Man whoſe 
Character has been blaſted, ſhall afterwards have an Op- 
« portunity to vindicate it, by being brought to a fair and 
« impartial Trial; for, in the mean time, he-muſt labour un- 
der an Imputation, and it is a Misfortune for a Man to be 
* expoſed to any ſcandalous Imputation for a Day, nay, for a 
Moment: There may, perhaps, be a real, an honeſt Inten- 
tion, to afford him a ſpeedy Opportunity for his Juſtifica- 
tion; but that Intention may be diſappointed, he may die 
ein the mean Time, and then his Memory will be load 
© with that Imputation for ever; ſome of the Witneſſes, by 
whom he might have cleared up his Character, may die 
in the mean Time, or may depart out of the Kingdom 
many other Accidents may happen, which may put it en- 
* tirely out of his Power to vindicate himſelf, tho? he be al- 
* together innocent of what has been laid to his Charge ; and 
therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary to give a Man an Op- 
* portunity of vindicating himſelf, at the ſame 'Time and in 
the ſame Manner he is accuſed. | = 
Another Maxim, my Lords, as reaſonable, and as uni- 
* formly obſerved, is, that no Witneſſes are ever to be exa» 
* mined againſt any Man, without giying him an Opportu- 
* nity to be preſent, to croſs-examine the Witneſſes, and ts 
take Care that no leading Queſtions may be put to them ; 
for when Witneſſes are examined, ex parte, they may vent 
their Spleen, or ſatiate their Revenge againſt private Men; 
by ſwearing falſly againft them, with much more Eaſe than 
* when examined in Preſence of the Party accuſed, and croſs- 
* queſtioned upon every Fact and every, Circumſtance they 
relate; a Fact may appear criminal by their general and 
1734-5, 22 © confuſed 


ö ers of ſome private Men muſt Anno 8. Geo. II. 
« be attacked, by any Proof that can be laid before, yjꝰj === 


Anno 8. Geo. II. confuſed Way of relating it, which would have appears 
1734-5. © quite otherwiſe if the Party had been preſent, in order to 
put the proper Queſtions for making them explain then. 
25 ſelves; and by artful leading Queſtions, they may be in. 
* duced to affirm Things as conſiſting with their Knowledge 
© which they would never have affirmed or perhaps mention. 
© ed, if the Party accuſed had been preſent, to prevent aw 
© ſuch leading Queſtions being put to them; and in this ld 
© Caſe the Danger and the Inconvenience is the greater, that 
© when a Man is induced to Affirm any Thing for Truth upa 
© Oath, even tho” it be, perhaps, by way of Information or 
Preparation for a Trial, yet when the Trial comes on, and 
that Man is again examined, as a Witneſs againſt the pn. 
ſoner or Party accuſed, he thinks himſelf in Honour obliged 
* to ſtand by and confirm what he has before been induced to 
declare upon Oath, and againſt that Time will very pro 
© bably be ſo well prepared, that it will be impoſlibleto di. 
© cover his Perjury by any croſs Queſtion : Thus, my Lord, 
© it muſt appear to be extremely dangerous to examine Wit. 
© nefles in any Caſe, where a Man's Character may be brought 
© in queſtion, without having him preſent at ſuch Rum 
tion; but to examine Witneſſes without knowing what, ar 
© againſt whom you are” to examine them, eſpecially. in a 
« Caſe where the Characters of Men of the higheſt Station 
© may very probably be attacked, is, in my Opinion, a Me 
* thod of proceeding not only dangerous, but altogether un 
© precedented. | \,-—— RS 
© I ſhall not pretend, my Lords, to be a great Maſter 
© of Precedents ; but I do not remember to have heard that 
there was ever ſuch a general Accuſation brought into thi 
© Houſe as the preſent. Even in Impeachments, in Ad d 
© Attainder, and all the parliamentary Proceedings I have 
ever heard of, ſome particular Facts are always charged 
and thoſe Facts are likewiſe charged 3 ticular 
* Perſons. I do not know that there was ever any. Com- 
< plaint made to chis Houſe, of illegal Practices in genera, 
© without mentipning ſo much as one particular Fact, or one 
8 — Perſon : But that we muſt find ont the partic 
© lar Facts, as well as the particular Perſons guilty of thole 
Facts; and that we muſt, for that Purpoſe, enter into 3 
long Examination of Witneſſes, and put People to the 
© Trouble and the Expence of coming, perhaps, from the re 
© moteſt Parts of his Majeſty's Dominions, to be examuned 
© about we know not what, and againſt we know not whom; 
* this ought not, I think, to be done. I ſhall always be 
ready to agree, to hear the Complaints of any Subjes, 
©. when made in any proper Way, and much more de. 
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« plaint of the Petitioners, for all of whom I have ſo- great Anno 8. Geo. II · 
« an Eſteem : But let them point out to us, ſome way or ..373475+- 
another, of what and againſt whom they complain: Let 
« us but know what they complain of, and the Perſons they. 
ſuppoſe to have been guilty of thoſe Facts; and I ſhall be 
« moſt ready and willing to enter into any Method for giv- 
6 ing them Redreſs. es & . 1 ; WT 0 ig 
There might, my Lords, be ſome Excuſe for the Gene- 
« ality and Indefiniteneſs of the Complaint now before us, 
« if it could be ſaid, that it was not poſſible for the Petiti- 
© oners to be more particular; but from the very Petition 0 
' they have preſented, the contrary appears; for though 
© they complain of illegal Practices in general, yet they af- 
' terwards ſay, they are ready to lay Inſtances of theſe 
practices before us: It was therefore in their Power to 
pro- © have mentioned thoſe Inſtances in the Body of their Pe- 
, * tition ; and ſurely they may ftill, whenever they pleaſe, 
orch, ' give us an Account of them, and of the Perſons that 
Wi. were guilty ; for if they know the particular Facts, they 
ae © muſt know the particular Perſons ; and therefore they not 
un. © only can, but may eafily comply with the Motion now 
„ or © made to us: It is what they may do, and certainly is 
in a © what they ought to do, and what is abſolutely neceſſary 
tion WY © for this Houſe to have done, before we can proceed to 
Mee © examine into the Complaint now before us: Upon this 
ur © Occaſion, and indeed upon every Occaſion, we ought to 
© remember the Motto of the great Hall of Juſtice below, 
aſter Audi alteram partem. Let us hear the Defendants ; let us 
that WY bear thoſe againſt whom the Complaint is made: But how 
th can we hear them, unleſs we know who they are? 
* of In all Cauſes, in all Trials, and in all Courts, the Ex- 
have BY © amination of Witneſſes is always the laſt thing that is 
ged, BY done. The Party complaining is heard in Support of the 
ular WY © Charge, and then the Court hears what the Defendant 
am- has to ſay againſt it, or in his own Jultification, before 
er, they ever proceed to examine the Witneſſes of either Side: 
one BY © And in all the Courts I have ever heard of, except a Court | 
tic WH © which is called an Eccleſiaſtical Court, but is one of the 8 
hoſe Wi © moſt unchriſtian Courts that was ever ſet up in the World, | 
10 A : I mean the Court of Inquiſition, the Witneſſes are al- | 
the ways examined in the Preſence of both P arties ; hut if we 
© eB © ſhould proceed to examine Witneſſes upon this Petition, 
ned BY as it now ſtands, and without any more particular Infor- 
om; Wl © mation, we ſhould be ſtill worſe than the Inquiſition ; for 
's be it would be entering upon, and carrying on a Trial, be- 
ject, fore we ſo much as knew, or had ever heard of the Per- 
om. © ſons that were to be tried. As I am convinced, there is 
ut BY 1734-5. 222 © no 


Anno 8. Geo. II. «no Lord in this Houſe that deſires ever to ſee a Court of 
« Inquiſition) ſet up in this Kingdom, and much less iat 
this Houſe ſhould ever, in any of its Proceedings, 1 
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about them, at leaſt not ſo much as to give them a ſufici 


lation to thoſe Practices. When you have got this Infor 


* that tyrannical Court, therefore I make no doubt of you 
© Lordſhips agreeing to the Motion now before us.. 


. To this it was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, vi 


« I muſt own, my Lords, I am very much ſurpriſed at 
© the Motion now made to your Lordſhips, and I think [ 
© have much more Reaſon to be at a Loſs to know the true 
© Deſign of this Motion, than the noble Duke who made it 
can have, for his being at a Loſs to know the true De 
of the Petition. The true Deſign of the Petition, my 
© Lords, is in itſelf clearly expreſſed, and the Defire of the 
Petition is what this Houſe not only may, but ought to 
comply with: But by this Motion the Petitioners are 
© defired, to do what evidently appears to be impoſſible for 
them to comply with; and I hope the noble Duke does 
© no way intend what may be inferred from ſuch a. Demand. 
© The Perhioners may probably have heard of ſome. of 
© thoſe undue and illegal Methods. that were praiſed at 
© the laſt Election of Peers in Scotland, but it is impoſlible 
- they ſhould know them all, or all that may be made ap- 
< pear by an Examination of the proper Witneſſes at the 
Har of this Houſe ; and as to the principal Perſons con- 
« cerned in thoſe Practices, againſt whom your Lordſhip 
« Enquiry is, without doubt, to be chiefly. directed, it is 
< abſolutely impoſſible the Petitioners ſhould know any thing 
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ent ground to name them to this Houſe, £4 

Jo mention in any Reſolution of this Houſe, or to talk 
© of the Petitioners proceeding u any Inſtances, or 2. 
« oainſt any Perſons, is what is moſt irregular and moſt, in- 
« proper: It is, my Lords, to ſuppoſe, that the Petitionen 
are Proſecutors 5 whereas it appears plainly, by their e. 
© tition, that, their only Intention was to give your Lond. 
© ſhips Notice, that ſome dangerous Practices have lately 
been made uſe of, and to contribute as much as they could, 
© to put you in a way of getting a full Information, in te 


5 
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© mation, it is not the Petitioners that are to proceed, 
< jt is this Houſe that is to proceed againſt the Perm 
„who ſhall appear to have been guilty of ſuch. Pradti 
«© ces. The Petitioners only propoſe to lay ſome Facts be- 
< fore your Lordſhips, which they take to be of dangerom 
« Conſequence to the Honour of this Houſe, and-to- the 
* Freedom of Parliament; and which, they think, . 
ih - N > o 
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be prevented in time to come. Their Petition is therefore Anno g. Oe II. 
in the Nature of a Petition againſt a general Grievance; 735. 
« which they deſire your Lordſhips to enquire into, and to 
« provide ſuch Remedy as you ſhall think neceſſary. In ſuck 
« a Caſe, is it proper to talk of their proceeding upon any 
Facts, or againſt any Perſons? Is it to be ſuppoſed that ei- 
© ther they, or this Houſe, can yet know, whether any 
« Perſons are to be, or ought to. be proceeded againſt? 

« Upon Examination of the Witneſſes, whom the Petiti- 
« oners are jo Point out to you, it may appear evident, 
that ſome Practices have been made uſe of, which ought to 
be prevented by ſome new Law or Regulation 3 and yet, 
my Lords, that Proof may be ſuch, as not to lay a ſufficient 
Foundation for proſecuting any particular Perſon: It can- 
« not therefore be in their Power to name the Perſons; but 
ſuppoſe it were, are we to put off an Affair which con- 
« cerns the Honour of this Houſe as much as it does the 
Petitioners, beeauſe they have not named, and perhaps 
« will not name the Perſons guilty ? Suppoſe, my Lords, 
we ſhould get Information, that ſeveral Barrels of Gun- 
powder had been placed under this Houſe, in order to 
« blow us up; would it not be very odd in us, to put off 
going to ſeareh for, or remove the Gun-powder, till we 
« ſhould be informed by what Means, at what Time, and 
« by whom the Powder was placed there? The Caſe before 
« us is the very ſame ; there is a ſort of metaphorical Gun- 
powder placed under this Houſe, which will, in Time, 
« blow us up, if it be not removed; and in ſuch.a Caſe, 
are we to trifleaway our Time in Enquiries after the Names | | 
« of the Perſons who placed it there, and the Methods by 5 | 
« which it was conveyed ? 19:77 tile a va 

* I ſhall readily grant, my Lords, that a Man's. Charac- 
ter ſuffers a little even by an Accuſation ; but is not this 
the very Reaſon why the Laws of this Kingdom do not 
allow any Man to be accuſed, but upon the Oath: of fome 
* Perſon or another? And is not this the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
that can be given, is it not a moſt convincing Reaſon, for 
our not complying with the Motion made to us? Nay, 
does it not ſhew, that the Petitioners would have acted | 
* contrary to the Spirit, and to the whole Tenour of the I 
Laws of this Kingdom, if they had named any Perſon? = 
And ſhall we, by any Reſolution of this Houſe, overturn ; 1 
that which has been the eſlabliſhed Maxim of our Law for 
* ſo many Ages! It is true, the moſt innocent Man muſt lie 
under an Imputation, from the Time of his being accuſed, 
to the Time of his being tried; and if any Perſon's Name 
* hall be mentioned upon the Examination of Witneſſes, as 


having 


dune. Ces, IT" © having been guilty of ſome of the illegal Pragzees em. 
6 | 


from that Time to the Time of his being brought to his 
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ined of, he will certainly lie under an Imputatzen, 


Trial: But does not the ſame Inconvenience accrue from 
what is now demanded ? If the Petitioners ſhould name 
any Perſon as guilty, it will bring as great an Imputation 
upon him, as if he had been named by a Witneſs 

Oath at your Bar, and that Imputation he muſt lie under, 


till he can be cleared by a fair and impartial Trial: The 
Imputation will be the ſame; and I am fure it will be 


much longer before a Man can be brought to bis Trial, 
after being named by the Petitioners, than after being nz 
med by Witneſſes examined upon a regular Enquiry, Tet 
the guilty Perſons then be who they will,-let them be Men 
in a high or a low Station in Life, it will be as inconvenient 
for them to have their Names declared by the Petitionen, 
as to have their Names mentioned by Witneſſes,” upon 
any Enquity your Lordſhips-are to make; and it is cer- 
tainly much more conſonant to our Laws, not to have any 
rl mentioned, till it is A 2 Witneſsz 
upon Oath, when examined upon a 1 nquiry into 
the Facts complained of. 22 . he 20 85 / 
That it is a Maxim eſtabliſhed, either by the Reaſon of 


Things, or by the Practice of any Court of Judicatute in 


the World, never to examine Witneſſes, without giving 
the Man, who is or may be accuſed by ſuch Examination, 
an Opportunity, at the ſame Time, to vindicate his Cha- 
racter, or to croſs-examine the Witneſſes, is What I can- 
not agree to: On the contrary, my Lords, I take it to be 
a Maxim eſtabliſhed,. both by the Reaſon of Things, and 
by the Practice of every Court of Judicature in the 


World, that it is proper to enquire into Facts by the Ex- 


amination of Witneſſes, in order to find out' the Perſons 


that ought to be accuſed, or to learn how to proceed againſt 


thoſe that are; and at ſuch Examinations, the Parties who 
are or may be accuſed, are never allowed to be 'preſent, 
nor have they ever the leaſt Notice given them, that Wit- 
neſſes are to be examined, as to Facts by which their Cha- 
racters may be blaſted. That this is the Practice in this 
Kingdom, from the higheſt Court of Judicature to the 
loweſt, is beyond Contradiction. Does hot this Houle, as 


well as the other, ſometimes upon meer r nay 
upon common Fame, enquire'into Crimes of the highelt 
Nature, and in which it may be ſuppoſed, that Perſons 
the moſt elevated Stations have been concerned ? Have not 
Committees often been named for ſuch Purpoſes? And 
do not theſe Commitees always examine- Witneſſes, * 
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cut giving an Opportunity to the Perſons, who are, of Anno B. Ges. if, 
0 2 — vindicate their Characters at the fame 17345. 
« Time, or to croſs- examine thoſe Witneſſes, by whom not " 
« only their Characters may be blaſted, but their Lives and 
© Fortunes brought into Danger, ? And with reſpeſt to in- 
« ferior Courts, is it not the conſtant and well-known Prac- 
« tice, to examine Witneſſes before Grand Juries, in order 
« to the finding of Bills of Indictment, without allowing 
© the Party accuſed to be. preſent, or giving him any No- 
« tice, that Witneſſes are to be examined againſt him? Nay, 
« eyen Juſtices of Peace, do not they always examine Wit- 
© nefles upon Oath, before they grant any Warrant? And 
« is the Party againſt whom the Warrant is to be granted, 
erer preſent at ſuch Examination, or has he any, Notice, 
that Witneſſes are to be examined againſt him? It is there- 
fore certain, that in this Nation it has been, and ſtill is, 
the general and conſtant Practice to enquire int Crimes of 
* all Kinds, by the Examination of Witneſſes, without giv- 
© ing any, Notice to the Party that is or may be accuſed, or 
giving him any Opportunity at that Time, either to vin- 
« dicate his Character, or to croſs-examine the Witneſſes; 
© and that this Practice is not attended with any Inconve- 
* nience, I need not ' endeavour to prove by Arguments; 
for, the long Continuance of it, is a better Argument than 
any other that can be brought. ; £22-9:394 468 
How this Petition, my Lords, can be conſidered as an 
* Accuſation, I cannot imagine; and if it were, I can as 
little imagine, how it can be looked on as the moſt ge- 
* neral Accuſation that was ever brought into this Houſe. I 
* ſhall not call it an Accuſation, I muſt call it a Repreſen- 
tation of a Grievance, which, I think, ought to be reme- 
died; and that Grievance is very particularly ſet forth, 
* both as to the Nature of it, and as to the Time of its hap- 
* pening ; nay, the Petitioners go farther z they ſay they are 
ready to lay particular Inſtances before us, in that Way, 
nt, which I take to be the only proper Way of laying Facts 
before any Court of Judicature, that is, by the i- 
tions of Witneſſes. I am ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that 
in Impeachments, in Acts of Attainder, and in all parli- 
* amentary Proceedings, particular Facts are always charged, 
and thoſe Facts charged againſt particular Perſons : Your 
nay © Lordſhips muſt all know, that Impeachments and Acts of 
eſt WY © Attainder are generally grounded upon an Enquiry, made 
$10 by this or the other Houle of Parliament : It is true, when 
not the Affair comes the Length of an actual Impeachment, 
ud * or a Bill of Attainder, particular Facts are then charged, 
ch. and thoſe Facts are charged apen particular Perſons — 
out 2 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. moſt of thoſe Enquiries, which have been the” firſt Step 
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* towards an Impeachment, or Bill of Attainder, have pro- 
* ceeded upon general Surmiſes, ſome of them upon com 
8 — only, an ſome of —̃ un. 
5 d by any Charge, either general or particular. 
In the other Houſe, my — is very woll kriown, 
that upon the moſt general Suggeſtions of any Crime or 
Miſdemeanor, a Committee is always named to enqui 
into the Affair complained of, and that Committee" i; al. 
ways impowered to fend for Perſons, Papers and Records; 
Witneſſes are examined, and the whole Proofs that can be 
collected, either from Perſons, Papers or Records; ate u- 
ken by that Committee, before any particular Fact has 
ever been mentioned, or any particular Perſon” named to 
the Houſe: Neither the Houſe, nor any Perſon breathing, 
beſides thoſe of the Committee, hears a Word of the par- 
ticular Facts, or the Name of any particular Perſon men- 
tioned, till that Committee comes to make their Report, 
This is directly the Caſe of the Petition now before us: 
It is far from being too general for the Foundation of an 
Enquiry ; on the contrary, we are in Honour, in Duty to 
our Country, obliged to take it as ſuch, and that Enquiry 
may be the Foundation of an Impeachment ; but this i 
what neither this Houſe nor the Petitioners can as yet tell 
Tho! the Petitioners have not at preſent the Honour to be 
Members of this Houſe, yet in every other - they 
are all Peers of Great Britain as much as any of us: If it 
had not been ſo, if they had not been Peers of Great Bri- 
tain; the proper Place for them to have applied to, would 
have been to the other Houſe, and it is certain'the other 
Houſe would have immediately appointed a Committee, 
to have received the Inſtances and Proofs, now offered to 
be laid before your Lordſhips ; there would not, © there, ! 
believe, have been ſuch Regard ſhewn to the Character 
of thoſe who might ſuffer by thoſe Proofs: And flul 
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© the Petitioners, my Lords, be the worſe for being Peers of 


© Great Britain? I hope not; but if this Motion prevails 
] am ſure it may with Juſtice be. ſaid, they have the M/ 
© fortune to be Peers of Great Britain. © ³ 
That there have been many parliamentary Enquines 
* without any particular Charge, and without any particular 
© Perſon's being named, is beyond Diſpute; but even in our 
© inferior Courts, do not we know, my Lords, that Grand 
< Juries often preſent Nuſances in general Terms, and with- 
out mentioning any particular Fact, or any particular fer- 
« ſon? and do not theſe Courts often proceed. to enquire 
© into the Nuſance ſo preſented, in order to find out and 
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| puniſh the Perſons chat have becn guilty of it: And in Anno 8. Oe. fl 


any Court of Law, if a Petition ſhould-be preſented by any 
Number of Suitors, Men of Character, whoſe Judgment 
and Veracity the Court eould depend on, ' complaining 


in general of Abuſes committed in any Branch of Practice, 
and defiring that the Court would examine into, and en- 


* deavour to prevent ſuch Abuſes for the future, eicher by 
« puniſhing the Perſons who might appear to be guilty, or 
by making ſome new Regulation; if that Court ſhould re- 
* jet ſuch a Petition, and negle& or refuſe to make 

* Enquiry into the Branch of Practice complained of, I ſhould 
* conclude that the Judges were more intent upon ſcreening 
their Officers, than upon doing Juſtice to the Subject: Nay, 
I ſhould readily believe, that even the Judges themſelves 
© were Partakers in the Frauds and Extortions committed by 
© their Oo Y Fonts | 

The reverend Prelate, who was ſed to mention the 

Court of Inquiſition, has a mind, it ſeems, to ſoften as 
much as he can the Methods of proceeding in that terrible 
* Tribunal, when he compares them to the Method pro- 
« poſed to be followed upon the Petition now before us: 
The Method now propoſed is, firſt to enquire into thoſe 
illegal Practices ſuſpected to have been made uſe of; and 
* if, upon that Enquiry, it ſhould appear, that any particu- 
lar Perſons have been guilty of Practices, for which th 

* ought to be puniſhed, to be ſure ſome noble Lord in this 
* Houſe will ſtand up, 'in his'Place, and impeach the Per- 
* ſons againſt whom any Suſpicions of Guilt ſhall, upon that 
* Enquiry, appear; or this Houſe will, at a Conference, 
communicate to the other Houſe, the Diſcoveries made 
upon ſuch Enquiry, and, upon that, the other Houſe will 
become the Proſecutors: In either Caſe, the Perſons ac- 
* cuſed will be brought-to an open, a fair, and an impartial 
Trial, they will know their Proſecutors, and will have an 
Opportunity to croſs-examine the Witneſſes that are brought 
* againſt them, and to bring Witneſſes, or what other Proofs 
they may think proper for their Vindication : This, my 
* Lords, is the regular and conſtant Method of proceeding 
in Parliament upon all ſuch Occaſions, and the Method 
* eſtabliſhed by our Anceſtors, for preſerving the People 
from Oppreſſion and arbitrary Power; but the Method of 
* proceeding in the Inquiſition, and the Deſign of ſuch Pro- 
* ceedings are very different: There, the Party accuſed is 
* condemned without any open or fair Trial, and he 1s ne- 
ver allowed to know either his Proſecutors, or the 'Wit- 
* neſſes againſt him, nor is he allowed to bring any Proof 
* of his Innocence; nay, he does not ſo much as know the 
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ecuted upon him: This is the Method of in 
that tyrannical Court, and the Deſign or Aim of all their 
Proceedings is to ſupport the arbitrary Power of their 
Maſter, the Pope of Rome. The Methods of proceeding 
in this Houſe was never yet applied to the Support of any 
arbitrary Power, ſpiritual or; temporal, and as little will 
they, I hope, be ever applied to the ſcreening of Oppreſ. 
ſors or Criminals, let their Quality, let their Station in 
Life be what it will ; for if the Methods of proceeding 
in this Houſe ſhould once come to be applied to the fereen- 
ing or protecting of high Criminals, the next Step will 
certainly be, to make uſe of this Houſe: only for the 
Support of Oppreſſion, and for ſharpening the Edge of 
arbitrary Power. | e 

The Petitioners may, and certainly do, know ſome In- 
ſtances of the illegal Practices complained of, but that 


they know them all is not to be preſumed: All that they 


can know, muſt proceed from Accounts given voluntarily 
and freely by ſome particular Men, and it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that thoſe Men knew a great deal ; but, by the 
Authority of this Houſe, others may be compelled to give 
a full Account of what they know, even ſome of the Un- 
der-Agents, entruſted and employed in thoſe Practice, 
may be examined, and from them we may expect a fuller 
Information, than from any of thoſe who were never [et 
much into the Secret. It cannot, therefore, be ſuppoſed, 
that the Petitioners can give us many Inſtances of the i 
legal Practices they complain of, or a full Account of 2. 
ny of them; and whatever Accounts they may be able 
to give us, they have certainly propoſed the moſt proper 
Method for giving them: The moſt proper Method of 
laying an Account of any Fact before this Houſe, or be- 
fore any Court of Judicature, is certainly to do it by Wit. 
neſſes upon Oath ; and if the Petitioners had choſen any 
other Method, if they had in their Petition given us long 
Accounts of particular Facts, I am very well convinced, 
it would then have been repreſented as an illegal and un- 
precedented Method of laying Facts before this Houle; 
nay, I do not know but the Petition would have been 
complained of, and perhaps rejected, as a ſcandalous and 
impertinent Petition. 

© But, my Lords, becauſe the Petitioners know ſome In- 
ſtances of the illegal Practices complained of, to conclude from 
thence, that they muſt certainly know the principal Per 
ſons guilty, is, I think, very odd. I cannot pretend to knoꝶ 
any thing of the Practices made Uſe of ; but from two 7 


LY 
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« of Practices that have been publicly mentioned, I muſt con- Anno 
« clude, that it is impoſſible for the Petitioners, to know the 1734-5: 


principal Perſons guilty. Suppoſe, my Lords, that the 
having a Regiment drawn up under Arms, in the very 
place where, and at the very Time when, the laſt Election 
« of the 15 Peers was made, ſhould be one of the illegal Prac- 
« tices complained of; in this Caſe, the Petitioners may know 
the Officer that then commanded the Regiment; but that 
Officer is not ſurely the Perſon againſt whom your Lordſhips 
« Enquiry. is to be chiefly directed; he certainly had his Or- 
ders from ſome ſuperior Officer; that ſuperior Officer is the 
« Perſon, againſt whom your Lordſhips Enquiry muſt be 
* chiefly directed; and the Name of that ſuperior Officer 
your Petitioners cannot be ſuppoſed to know. | 

Let us again ſuppoſe, my Lords, that Corruption was one 


o the illegal Practices made uſe of at the laſt Election: Some 


Lords of Scotland may perhaps have owned, that they got 
Money for voting according to Direction, or that they were 
* offered Money, or ſome other Reward, on condition they 
would vote according to Direction; but thoſe Lords would 
certainly, for their own Sakes, conceal the Names of the 
* Perſons who. gave or offered them Money, or other Re- 
* ward, for ſuch a corrupt and criminal Purpoſe, becauſe the 
* Ferſon named would have been entitled to an Action of 
* Scandal for ſpreading ſuch a Report againſt him, and upon 
that Action, would certainly have recovered great Damages; 
whereas, upon an Examination at your Lordſhips Bar, the 
perſons guilty may be named without any ſuch Danger. 
* But farther, my Lords, where Practices ſo „ eee 
are made uſe of, we cannot ſuppoſe, that the Perſons prin- 
cipally concerned would perſonally appear; ſuch Practices 
' are generally carried on by Under-Agents ; and though 
ſome indirect Hints may perhaps have been given as to the 
Names of thoſe Under-Agents, yet it is impoſſible for the 
Petitioners, to know the Names of the principal Perſons 
who employed thoſe Agents ; nay, even your Lordſhips 
may find ſome Difficulty, to fix thoſe Practices on the Per- 
* ſons on whom they ought -principally to be fixed, and a- 
gainſt whom the Enquiry of this Houſe, and the Vengeance 
* of the Nation ought principally to be directed. x 
Tour Lordſhips will, without doubt, obſerve the Motto of 
* W:fminfler Hall, Audi alteram partem: It is a Rule that will, 
hope, be always obſerved by this Houſe ; and in the Affair 
now before us, you will certainly hear the other Side, as 
* ſoon as there is one to be heard: As yet there is no Side, 
there is no Proſecutor nor Proſecution, and conſequently, 
no Perſon proſecuted to be heard. The Petitioners are no 
17305. A Pro- 
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Freedom and Independency of Parliament.“ 


come, I ſhall therefore, upon all Occaſions, be ready and 


| (a | 


be proſecuted, or whether there be any Perſon that vught 
to be profeciited or no: They complain only againt 3 
Grievance, they deſire your Lordſhips will enquire into that 
Grievance, and apply fuch Remedies as you may think pro- 
per If, among other Remedies, it ſhall be foundinecef. 
fary to proſecute the Perſons who, by your Enquiry, ſhall 
be diſcovered to have been any way concerned in the Grie- 
vance complained of, a legal and a regular Proſecution will 
certainly be carried on againſt thoſe Perſons, and'thenyour 
Lordſhips will certainly hear what they have to ſay in their 
own Defence, and till then they have nothing to do with 
your Lordſhips Enquiry, nor have they a Right to be pre. 
ſent at the Examination of any Witneſſes to be'examined 
at the Bar of this Houſe. 1:7 32 IA 
© In ſhort, your Lordſhips may profeſs what you will, but 
if the Affair now before us be thus put off by Motion after 
Motion; 1 which ſeem to germinate one from ano. 
orld will not believe that you have an Inclination 
to go to the Bottom of the Affair before you, or that you have 
an Inclinat ion to ſave your Country from the impendingRain 
which is ſo loudly complained of, and ſo generally foreſeen: 
And thus, by ſhewing ſuch a tender Regard to the Characten 
of ſome particular Men, who may perhaps be in Dunger 
of being expoſed by a ſtrict Enquiry into this Affair, your 
Lordſhips will bring a moſt heavy, and, I am afraid, a ven 
general Imputation upon the Character of this Houſe ; 
therefore I hope the noble Duke will wave this Motion, 
and let us proceed to appoint a Day for enquiring into thi 
Affair, by the Examination of all ſuch Witneſſes as may be 
thought proper to be examined, upon an Occaſion of ſo 
great Importance to the Honour of this Houſe, and to the 


The Reply was to the following Effect, wiz. 


© My Lords, as parliamentary Enquiries have been often of 
great Advantage to this Nation, and may be ſo in Time to 


willing to agree to any ſuch Propoſition, when there ap- 
pears a Neceſſity for entering into the Enquiry ; 
but as all parliamentary Enquiries muſt be ded with 
great Trouble and Expence to ſome of his Majeſty's Subjett, 
and as they always raiſe ſome ſort of Ferment in the Na- 
tion, they are not to be entered upon without ſome apps. 
rent Neceſſity for ſo doing: We are not, at the Deſie d 
any Subject, or of any Number of Subjects, to ſet up 3 
parliamentary Enquiry, unleſs thoſe who deſire it, canſher 

| | 05 
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ts very good Reaſons to ſuſpect, that ſome illegal Practices Anno 8. Geo. II. 
have been committed, and that it is become neoeſſary for 175. 
this or the other Houſe of Parliament to enquire into them. 
I have a very great Reſpect for the noble Lords the Petition · 
« ers, and T am perſuaded, ns Sree that ſome. illegal 
practices have been made uſe of, and that it is become ne- 
« cefſary for this Houſe to enquire into them: This they are 
certainly convinced of, otherwiſe they would never have | | 
6 preſented ſuch a Petition: This is their Opinion, but they 
« muſt give me their Reaſons, before I can make it mine: 
If thoſe Reaſons be as prevalent with me, as they are with 
them, I ſhall certainly agree to the Enquiry defired ; but 
neither in this, nor in any other Caſe, ſhall I ever give my 
Vote according to the Opinion of another, but according 
* to that which 1 have formed for myſelf, It is therefore in- 
« cumbent upon the Petitioners, . to give us ſome Reaſons to 
believe, that illegal Practices have been aQually made uſe 
* of, and that there is a Neceſſity for this Houſe to Ire 
into them; and as it is impoſſible to give us any fuck Rea- 
* ſons, without firſt giving us ſome particular Inſtances of the 
illegal Practices they complain of, and {ome Account of 
© the Perſons, they ſuſpect to have been concerned in ſuch 
practices, I cannot but think, the Motion now made to us, 
© a very proper Motion upon this'Occafion, and ſuch a one, 
* as the Petitioners ought certaini to comply with, before 
they can expect that any Lord in this Houſe, who knows 
© no more of thoſe illegal Practices than I do, can agree to 
any fort of parliamentary Enquiry.  * 

When any Enquiry is moved for in either Houſe of Par- 
* lament, theſe three Queſtions naturally occur 30 every 
Member of that Houſe, Whether the Practices propoſed | 
to be enquired into, be illegal? Whether they be ſack as - 
may be preſumed to have been committed? And whether 
they be of ſuch a Nature, as cannot be puniſhedior reme- 
* died by the ordinary Courts of Law? Theſe are three 
* Queſtions, I ſay, my Lords, which naturally occur to 
© every Member, and he ought to ſatisfy himſelf about every 
one of them, before he gives his Opinion, either for or a- 
gainſt agreeing to the Enquiry propoſed. Now, I appeal 
to your ps, how any Lord in this Houſe, who knows 
nothing of the PraRices lately made uſe of in Scotland, can 
* ſatisfy himſelf as to either of theſe Queſtions, without 
knowing ſomething more about them, than he can know 
from the Petition no before us ? In my Opinion, it is 
impoſſible for any Man to ſatisfy himſelf in either of the 
three, without knowing ſome particular Inftances of the 
Practices complained of, and the Names of the Perſons faill 
to have been guilty of thoſe Practices. But * = 
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© ther Information than what we have at preſent; I mul 
beg your Lordſhips to conſider, how it would be poſſible for 
© us to examine, or to put the proper Queſtions to any Wit. 
© neſs, that ſhall be brought to the Bar of this Houſe? For 
© as none of the Petitioners have at preſent a Seat in this 
fHouſe, I cannot form to myſelf any Queſtion that could 
be put by any other Lord to a Witneſs, but only the gene: 
ral Queſtion ; if he knew of any, and what illegal — 
© tices made uſe of at the laſt Election of fixteen Peers for 
Scotland? This, in my Opinion, would be a very improper 
© Queſtion, becauſe it would be leaving it entirely to the 
Judgment of the Witneſs, to determine; what he took to 
© be anillegal Practice, and to give us an Account of note 
but what he took to be fuch : Upon ſuch a general Queſ. 
« tion, it may be ſuppoſed, that ſome Witneſſes would give 
tus long and tedious Accounts of trifling Facts, nothing at all 
© to the Purpoſe, while others might perhaps neglect to in. 
< form us of Things of the greateſt Importance. Therefore, 
© not only to enable us to judge if there be a Necellity for an 
« Enquiry, but likewiſe to enable us to proceed with Accu- 
* racy and Vigour ; we ought to agree to the Motion pro- 
< poſed, and the Petitioners ought to comply with it, as [ 
© make no doubt but they will. ne 

My Lords, in all preparatory. Examinations, in all forts 
© of Examinations that ever I heard of, the Witneſſes are 
© queſtioned about particular Facts. and likewiſe in relation 
© to particular Perfons ; and either the Judge, before whom 
© the Witneſs is examined, or ſome Perſon concerned, and at- 
© tending for that Purpoſe, knows, or is inſtructed, how to 
put the particular Queſtions to the Witneſs, in order to 
© draw the whole Truth from him, relating to that Affair 
about which he is examined. Even with reſpect to thoſe 
* Enquiries which have proceeded from a Motion in either 
© Houſe of Parliament, the Member who propoſes an En- 
© quiry, does not barely make a Motion for that Purpoſe; 
© he ſtands up in his Place, and always gives the Houſe an 
Account of the particular Facts he deſires to be enquired 


Perſons againſt whom he makes his Complaint: By that 
© Speech the Members are not only enabled to judge, whe 
© ther or no a parliamentary Enquiry: be neceſſary, but they 
© are likewiſe enabled to put the proper Queſtions to the 
Witneſſes, that may thereafter be brought before them in 
© the Committee. And beſides, the Member who makes 
© the Motion, is always named one, and generally the 


Chairman of the Committee, who muſt be . 
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know the particular Facts. and td. ſuſpect, at leaſt, who 
were the particular Perſons guilty of thoſe Facts; ſo that 


he muſt of courſe know, how to put the proper Queſtions 


to every Witneſs, and the particular Facts, as to which 
each Witneſs ought reſpectively to be examined. | 


« Suppoſe, my Lords, that the Petition now before us is 


+ to be taken as a general Complaint againſt a Grievance, 
and a Deſire to have that Grievance redreſſed; yet it muſt 
be granted, that it is one of the moſt general Complaints 
that was ever brought before either Houſe of Parliament. 
Enquiries may have been ſet up upon meer Suggeſtions, or 
« upon common Fame; yet I believe there was never an En- 


« quiry ſet up upon ſuch a general Suggeſtion, or upon ſuch 
« a general Report: Some particular Facts are always ſug- 


« geſted, even common Fame reports ſome particular Crimes, 
and fixes thoſe Crimes upon ſome particular Perſons, be- 
« fore it is made the Foundation of any Parliamentary En- 
« quiry. And with reſpect to Preſentments at common Law, 
it is very certain, no grand Jury ever made ſuch a general 
« Preſentment as the Complaint now before us: They al- 


ways fix upon ſome particular Thing, or upon ſome par- 


« ticular Practice, and preſent it as a Nuſance, which they 
think ought to be remedied ; and if a grand Jury ſhould 
make a Preſentment, complaining in 2 that at ſuch 
« a Time, or upon ſuch an Occaſion, ſome illegal Practices 
had been made uſe of, without mentioning one of thoſe 
practices which they took to be illegal, or one of the Per- 
* ſons by whom they ſuppoſed ſuch Practices to have been 
* made uſe of, I am-perſuaded no inferior Court in England 
would take any manner of Notice of ſuch a Preſentment. 
An utter Neglect would certainly be the Fate of ſuch 
a Preſentment at common Law; and I am perſuaded a 
Motion in the other Houſe for an Enquiry, founded upon 
* ſuch a general and indefinitive Charge, would meet with 
very little Succeſs. However, I am very far from propoſing, 
that the Petition now before us ought to be intirely neglect- 
ed; I think it ought to be greatly regarded, both on ac- 
count of the Perſons complaining, and the Matter com- 
* plained of; and I ſhall be for making a moſt ſtrict Enquiry 
into the Affair, if the Petitioners will but make it poſſible 
ſor us to do ſo, by giving us ſome Inſtances of the Practices 
they complain of, and the Names of ſome of the Perſons 
they ſuſpect to have been guilty of thoſe Practices. 
The Petitioners, my Lords, muſt know, or have 
heard of ſome particular Facts which they take to 
* be illegal, and of dangerous Conſequence, otherwiſe it is 
* certain, they never would have preſented ſuch a Petition 
| *to 
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Facts they know or have heard of, that we, as well z 
they, may judge whether they are illegal or not; chat we, 
© as well as they, may judge whether they are of ſuch dan- 
© gerous Conſequence, as to deſerve a parliamentary Enquiry: 


„ And it is impoſlible they can know any particular Fatt, 


* without knowing the Names of ſome of the Perſons who 


were guilty of thoſe Facts: Nay, it is impoſlible they 


could have heard of any Facts, without having had the 
« Perſons guilty named to them, or at leaſt deſeribed in ſuch 
© a Manner as they muſt know who they are; for though 
there might, perhaps, have been ſome Danger, in pub- 
© liſhing the Name of any Perſon upon ſuch: an Oecaſion, 


yet the Perſon guilty might have been ſo deſcribed 2c to 


© make every one know who was meant, without expoſing 
the Perſon who gave ſuch Deſcription, to any Danger: 
Such Deſcriptions muft have been fully underſtood by the 
« Petitioners; and ſurely they may, without any Dunger, 
declare to this Houſe the Names of the Perſons they ſup- 
© poſe to have been meant e a 

< To conclude, my Lords, though I have as great a 
© Regard for the noble Lords the Petitioners, as any Lord 


in this Houſe can have; tho' I could depend upon their 


< Judgment .as much as upon the Judgment-of any Men; 
yet I cannot anſwer to myſelf for agreeing to take up tie 
7 . of this Houſe, and put Witneſſes to the . 
< and Expence of travelling, perhaps a t many Miles, 
© which muſt be the — 5 8 an Enquiry 
into this Affair, without being, in my on Judgment, 
convinced, that there is great Reaſon to ſuſpect that ſome 
© very illegal and dangerous Practices have been made ule of, 
and that they are Practices of ſuch a Nature, as cannot be 
« puniſhed or remedied any other Way than by a parliamen- 
* tary Enquiry ; and fince I cannot, of this, be convinced in 
my own Judgment, without knowing particularly, both 
the Practices that are ſuſpected to have been illegally com- 
* mitted, and the Perſons Names that are ſuſpected to have 
* been guilty of .thoſe Practices, therefore I muſt be tor 
* the Monon” .. 15 


After this Debate, the Lord Bathur/? ood up, and {yoke 
to this Effect, VIE, : „ ena 


Lord Arbe My Lords, ſince I find your Lordſhips are like to come 


Motion for ſepa- 


rating the two 
Parts of the 
Queſtion, 


© to a Queſtion upon this Motion, I muſt oblerve, that, 

© 1t ſtands at preſent, it is a Motion complicated of two ver) 

diſtinct Parts. By the firſt Part of it, the —— 
* : 
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„to be ordered to lay before this Hoſe, in Wedng, In. Anno 8. Geo. Li. 


« ances of thoſe undue Methods and illegal Practices, upon 


which they intend to proceed; and by the other Part, 


they are to be ordered to lay before this Houſe, the Names 
© of the Perſons they ſuſpect to have been guilty of thoſe un- 
due Methods and illegal Practices: Now, my Lords, as 
« theſe two Parts are evidently as diftin& and different from 
© one another, as any two Motions can be; and as it is 
« evident, that ſeveral Lords may, for very good Reaſons, 
be againſt the laſt Part, tho' they may be for the firſt, 
« therefore, my Lords, I muſt make uſe of that Right which 
© every Lord has, by the conſtant Practice of this Houſe, 
and defire that the Parts may be e l the Que- 
* tion put ſeparately upon each“ | 


The Queſtion being called. for, "his Lon ſtood up a- 
gun, and inſiſted u oth © That when a Queſtion appeared 
© to be complicated, every ſingle Lord in that Houſe, had 
da Right to deſire that the Fart might be ſeparated, and 
that different Queſtions might be put upon the ſeveral 
different Parts. This, he faid, was a Right that was never 
' controverted, and he infifted upon his Right.“ 


The Queſtion being ſtill called for, he ſtood up the third Amendment 
time, and ſaid, That fince they did not ſeem inclined to offered. 
grant him a Right, which had never been denied to any 


„Lord in that Houſe, he would propoſe an Amendment to 
the Motion, which was, that theſe Words (and the Names 
' of th: Perſons they ſuſpect to have been guilty of ſuch undue 
' Methods and illegal Practices) might bot eft out; and there- 
fore he hoped their Lordſhips would put the Queſtion upon 
the Amendment, before they put the N wank the 


Motion.“ 


Upon this the Queſtion was put upon the A Queſtion, | 


offered, which was carried in the Negative, by go to 48 ; 
nd then the Queſtion being put upon the Maogon, It was 
carried in the Affirmative, without a Diviſion. 


The Motion was made by the Duke of Polite: 3 avi was e 


ſupported by the Earl of Scarborough, the Lord Herwey, the 
Lord Hardwick, the Biſhop of Saliſbury, the Earl of Tay, 
the Lord Chancellor, and the Duke of Newcaſtle, It was 
oppoſed by the Earl of Chefterfield, the Lord Gower, the 
= Bathurſt, the Earl of MI and the Earl of Staf- 
N 
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Anno 8. Geo. IT. The Petitioners having been made acquainted with this a 


Order, in the ſame Manner they were made acquainted 
with the former, they delivered their Anſwer in Writing to 
the Lord Chancellor, on the 27th of February: and next 
Day, the Order of the Houſe being read, the Lord Chan- 
cellor acquainted the Houſe, that he had received from the 
Petitioners, an Anſwer in Writing to their Lordſhips la 
Order, which he read to the Reus, and of which the fol. 
lowing is an exact Copy, vir. 


„„ EEE | WM 
OUR Lordſhips Order of February the 21ſt In. 
ſtant, hath been ſignified to us by the Right Hon. 

the Lord High Chancellor, with reſpect to which we do 
humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, That we have not, by 
our Petition, ſtated ourſelves Accuſers of any Perſon what- 
ever, nor did we intend to do ſo ; but thought it our Duty 
to lay before your Lordſhips, by way of Petition, that ſuch 
Methods and Practices were uſed, towards carry ing on the 
laſt Election of ſixteen Peers for Scotland, as appeared to 
us dangerous to the Conſtitution, and might prove ſub- 
verſive of the Freedom and Independency of Parliament. 
The Preſervation of our happy Conſtitution 1s what we 
have in view, without Regard to any particular Perſons; 
and we humbly conceived, that any Matter which ſo 
nearly concerns this Conſtitution, or might appear to be 
an Encroachment upon it, was a proper Subject for your 
Lordſhips Conſideration and Enquiry, as a high Court of 
Parliament. „ 

That, without ſtating ourſelves as Accuſers, which » 
far from our Intention, we conceive we cannot take upon 
us to name the particular Perſons, who may have been 
concerned in thoſe illegal Practices; but, who thoſe were, 
will undoubtedly appear to your Lordſhips, upon taking 
the proper Examinations; and the Facts are what we hum. 
bly pray may be enquired into, whoever may happen to be 
affeted byth em: Nor can we, without acting as Evidence, 
comply with thoſe Words of your Lordſhips Order, to 
give the Names of the Perſons by whom ſuch undue Me- 
thods and illegal Practices were uſed : But, would we a(t 
both as Aon and Witneſſes, it is impoſſible for us to 
inform your Lordſhips, who were the Perſons that, in the 
Courſe of this Examination, and from the Teſtimony aſ 
future Evidences, may appear to have been concerned i 
the above-mentioned Practices. 

We do alſo humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that ws 
* may have very certain and true Information of * 
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« thods and illegal Practices, that have been uſed towards Anno g. Ceo. II. 


« engaging Peers to vote for a Lift ; and yet that our In- 


; « formers may not have thought proper to name the Perſons, 


« by whom ſuch undue Methods and illegal Practices were 
' uſed ; or may be unwilling to do ſo, until they are brought 
« upon their Examination. | þ | 

And, with reſpe& to the laying before your Lordſhips 
the particular Inſtances of the undue Methods and illegal 
practices mentioned in our Petition, we humbly ſubmit to 
« your Lordſhips, if an Examination of this Kind ought to 
be confined to particular Inſtances ; fince, from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, it appears evident, that many In- 
« ſtances may come out in the Courſe of ſuch Examination, 
© the particular Circumſtances whereof cannot be known to 
« your Petitioners, and yet muſt appear upon Enquiry. 

That though the opening the Particulars of the Facts to 
be proved, may neceſſarily produce ſuch a Diſcovery of Evi- 
* dence before Examination, as is uſually thougnt dange- 
* rous even in courſe of ordinary Trials, and may be much 
more ſo in the Caſe of a parliamentary Enquiry : 

Vet, nevertheleſs, in conſequence of your Lordſhips 
Order, as far as we are able from the Nature of the Thing, 
we do humbly acquaint your Lordſhips, that we laid the 
* Petition before yon, upon Information, that the Lift of 
* ſixteen Peers for Scotland, had been framed by Perſons in 
high Truſt under the Crown, long previous to the Electi- 
© on itſelf ; and that this Liſt was ſhewn to Peers, as a Lift 
approved of by the Crown, and was called the King's 
* Li}, of which there was to be no Variation, unleſs to make 
* way for one or two particular Peers, on condition they 
* ſhould go along with the Meaſure. 8 

That Peers were ſollicited to vote for this Liſt, or the 


* Crown Lift, without the Liberty of making any Altera- 


tion. 

That Endeavours were uſed to engage Peers to vote for 
* this Liſt, by promiſe of Penſions, and Offices civil and 
military, to themſelves and near Relations, and by 
actual Promiſe and Offers of Sums of Money. 

That Sums of Money were actually given, to or for 
the Uſe of ſome Peers, to engage them to concur in the 
voting this Lift. | | | | x 

* That annual Penſions were promiſed to be paid to 
Peers, if they concurred in the voting this Liſt ; ſome 
* of them to be on a regular Eſtabliſhment, | and others to 
be paid without any Eftabliſhment at all. 

That, about the Time of this Election, Numbers of 
Penſions, Offices (of which ſeveral were nominal) and 

1734-5. Bbb z EKReleaſes 


a ä 4 3 
5 . * 
Anno 8. Geo. II. * Releaſes of Debts owing to the Crown, were granted to 
1734-5 | © Peers who\ concurred in voting this Liſt, and to their near 
| © Relations. | | - YE „„ 
That, on the Day of Election, a Batallion of his Ma- 
« jeſty's Forces was drawn up in the Abbey- court, at Edinburgh, 
and three Companies of it were marched from Leith la 
Place at one Miles Diſtance) to join the reſt of the Batal. 
© lion, and kept under Arms from nine in the Morning till 
nine at Night, when the Election was ended; contrary to 
Cuſtom at Elect ons, and without any Cauſe or Occafion 
that your Petitioners could foreſee, other than the oyeray- 
ing of the Election. | 1 
Theſe Inſtances of undue Practices we now humbly 
mention, which we hope will ſatisfy your Lordſhips, that 
© we have juſt Reaſon to pray your Lordſhips to take this 
Matter into your ſerious Conſideration, . and to pro- 
vide ſuch a Remedy as may be effectual, for preſerving 
the Right and Freedom of Elections, ſuch Right of ele&- 
ing being he only Right that now remains with the Peers 
of Scotland, in lieu of a conſtant and hereditary Seat in 
Parliament. WS ; 


Feb. 27. * Hamilton and Brandon, Dundonald, 
1734. Queensbury and Dover, Marchmont, 
Montroſc, Stair,” 


. "in; After this Anſwer was read, a Motion was. made for their 
inſt it. 
- 6h cet Lordſhips to reſolve, * That the Petitioners nad not com- 
* plied with the Order of that Houle of the 2 1ſt Inſt ant. 


The Argument for this Reſolution was to the Effect 
follows, ws. R 
Argument forthe *©* My Lords, the Anſwer now read to us, is, in my Opi- 

| Motion, nien, altogether as general and as obſcure as the Petition 
which your Lordſhips want ſo much to have explained, and 
without whizh Explanation the Opinion of this Houle 
ſeems to be, that we cannot proceed : 'The Petitioners, 
tis true, have in this Anſwer told us in general, the Na- 
ture of ſome Practices which are highly criminal, and 
which deſerve very much the Notice of this Houſe; they 
have indeed told us the Species of thoſe Crimes, which 
they ſuppoſe to have been committed; but they have not 
told us of any particular Crime; nor have they given us 
ſo much as one Inſtance of any particular Fa& upon which 
they. intend to proceed; and as for the Perſon's Names 
« ſuppoſed to have been guilty of thoſe Crimes, they have 
not, 


. 9. 


FF 8 3 
to not, in fo far as I can find, given us the leaſt Hint of any Anno 8. Geo. II. 
ar © one; ſo that we are certainly now as much in the dark 1734-5 
as when we made that Order to which they have given — 


a. © us this Anſwer: I cannot therefore think that any of your 
b, Lordſhips will be of Opinion, they have = with 
(a © the Order of this Houſe 3 nay, ſo far are they from com- 
l. plying with it, that they ſeem cautiouſly to avoid com- 
ill « plying with it, even ſo far as was in their Power; for 
to they do not ſo much as ſay, that their Informers have re- 
on * fuſed to name the Perſons guilty; but only ſay, that their 
We © Informers may, perhaps, be cautious of naming any par- 


| © ticular Perſons, till they come to be examined at your 
ly * Lordſhips Bar. Surely, my Lords, if their Informers 


— —— — PIs — — — 


at * told them the Names of the Perſons that were guilty, 
his ' they might, in compliance with your Lord ips Order, 
'0- ' have given the Names of ſuch Perſons; and if their In- 


ng * formers have actually refuſed to name any Perſons till they 
O- come to the Bar of this Houſe, the Petitioners might 
ers have poſitively ſaid ſo: Then, as to the Regiment that 
w is ſaid to have been kept under Arms near the Place of 
* Eletion, the Petitioners muſt certainly know the Name of 
* the Officer who commanded the Regiment at the Time:; 
la, and conſequently, they might ſurely have complied with 
nt, your Lordſhip's Order ſo far as to give you the Name of 
* that Officer, which I find they have not done; and for ” 
; * that Reaſon I ſhall conclude with a Motion ſo natural, | 
cir chat J hope no Lord in this Houſe will make any Difficul- 


m- ty in agreeing to it. ; | 

When your Lordſhips made the laſt Order, | it was cer- 
* tnly your Opinion, that it was impoſſible to proceed to 

as the Examination of any Witneſſes in this Affair, till you 


knew ſome of the particular Facts about which the Wit- 
* neſſes were to be examined, and the particular Perſons 


pi. ag üinſt whom they were to give their Evidence. This 
ion i © mult have been your Opinion, otherwiſe you would never 
ind bare made ſuch an Order: And now I appeal to every 
uſe Wi Lord in this Houſe, if from the Petitioners Anſwer, now 
ers, before us, he can pretend to any farther Knowledge than 
Ja. (be had at that Time, either as to the particular Crimes 
ind committed, or as to the Perſons who were guilty of thoſe 
ney Crimes; therefore I muſt conclude, that every Lord in 
ich Wh chis Houſe, who agreed to that Order, muſt of courſe 
not Bl agree to the Motion I am to make: Beſides, there is no- 
ws thing, my Lords, in which the Honour and the Dignity 
ich of this Houſe is more concerned, than in that of ſeeing 


nes our own Orders punctually complied with; and as it can- 
ave not be pretended that the Petitioners have, by this Anſwer, 
2 d ©complied 
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| Anno8. Geo. 11. « complied in the leaſt with our laſt Order, therefore, [ 
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Anſwer. 


not complied with your ſaid Order. 


abe impoſſible for the Petitioners to comply with it, and 


© is, Whether the Petitioners have complied with it or no! 


and for this Reaſon, every Order made by this Houſe mul, 


© der we make muſt be preſumed to imply, that thoſe to 
© whom it is directed, ſhall either comply with it punCtull- 


( 398 ) 


think, I muſt be juſtified in moving, that your Lordſhi 
would come to a Reſolution, That the Petitioners. haye 


- The Anſwer to this was in Subſtance as follows, wiz. 


My Lords, when your Lordſhips laſt Order was firſt pro. 
poſed, I was not only of Opinion, that it was contrary 
to the whole Spirit and Tenour of the Laws of England, 
which do not allow any Man's Character to be loaded 
with an Accuſation, unleſs by the Oath of ſome Perſon or 
another; but I was likewiſe of Opinion, that it would 


„ ow. Bb. 


therefore I at that Time oppoſed it: However, now that 
it is become an Order of this Houſe, I muſt admit that 
bit was a juſt, a right, and a proper Order; and there 
fore, the only thing we have now under our Confideration 


© I hope, my Lords, it will not be ſuppoſed that we are, 
© by any Order, to require People to do what is impoſſible; 


< in the very Nature of it, imply an Alternative: Every Or. 


Lg * * Lay * Lad * — CY — * — LAS Lad Lad Lay _ — -_ — * Lad - * — 
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« ly, or ſhew us that it is impoſſible for them to do ſo; 
* for ſurely neither the Honour nor the Dignity of thu 
© Houſe can be engaged, to make any Man perform an In- 
_ ſſibility. | 

ia: to this Rule, my Lords, let us examine the 
< Anſwer now before us: By our Order, we defired the he 
< titioners to give us Inſtances of thoſe illegal Practices the 
< complained of; and have not they given us Inſtances 
< the moſt illegal Practices that were ever made uſe of at 
any Election? Is not Bribery an Inſtance of illegal Prac 
© tices? And can that Inſtance be more particularly, expref 
© ſed, than they have expreſſed it in their Anſwer? The 
© have not only told us the Species of the Crime, but the 
© have told us ſeveral Ways or Methods how it was made 
* uſe of: They have told us, that ſome were bribed by tis 
< Promiſe of Offices, ſome by the Promiſe of Money 
* Penſions; that ſome were bribed by the actual Grant d 
< Penfions, ſome by the actual Grant of Offices, and font 
© by the actual Grant of Releaſes of Debts, owing by then 
to the Crown: Nay, they have told us, that Sums d 
© Money were actually given to or for the Uſe of {ont 
< Peers, to engage them to concur in the voting 2 _- 


' — — - — - — - — — — - - * * — — — — - - 
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re, 1 peers: Is it poſſible, my Lords, to give more particular Anno 8. Geo. II. 


hips WW Inſtances of Bribery, without actually naming thn Perſons 
have Bi « who gave, and the Perſons who received the Bribes ? But 
| « Bribery, it ſeems, was not of itſelf ſufficient to cram this 

«Lit down the Throats of ſome of the Peers of Scotland; 


to their Gifts and their Promiſes they were forced to add 


' Menaces and Threats: By calling it the King's Lift, and 
pro. by ſaying it was approved by the Crown, what elſe can 
trary Wi © be underſtood, than that they deſigned to threaten thoſe 
lang who ſhould refuſe to vote for it, with the Diſpleaſure of 
aded BY the Crown, and that they muſt expect to be turned out of 
on or Wi any Office or Employment they enjoyed under the Crown 3 
ud Nay, the Petitioners go farther, they tell us, that not only 

aud his Majeſty's Name, but his Majeſty's Troops were made 
that « uſe of, to terrify thoſe whom Money or Promiſes could 

that not corrupt. Without giving us the Names of the Per- 
here. ſons by whom, and to whom thoſe Expreſſions were made 
ation © uſe of; without giving us the Name of that Perſon from 
no © whom thoſe Orders to his Majeſty's Troops originally 
* flowed, it is impoſſible to deſcribe thoſe Inſtances of Me ; 


mull. WF ſcribed in the Anſwer now before us; and therefore there 
' Or. is not the leaſt Pretence to ſay, that the Petitioners have 
+ not fully complied with this Part of your Lordſhip's 
101 © Order. | 


Now, my Lords, with reſpect to the other Part of your 


give us the Names of the Perſons that were guilty of 
* thoſe Crimes; this indeed they have not complied with; 
But for what Reaſon? Becauſe it is impoſſible, They do 
not ſay, that from their own Knowledge they know any 
of thoſe illegal Practices; they do not ſo much as inſinu- 
ate, thats any Man attempted to bribe or to frighten either 
of them: No, my Lords, all the Knowledge they have, 
dis, by Information; and they expreſly tell us, that were 
they to act both as Accuſers and Witneſſes, it is impoſh- 
ble for them to inform your Lordſhips who were the Per- 
* ſons guilty 3 and farther, beſides the Credit which is due 
* to their Characters, they give us a moſt convincing Rea- 
* ſon for the Impoſſibility they labour under in this reſpect : 
They tell us, that their Informers may be unwilling to 
* name the Perſons guilty, until they are brought upon their 
Examination; and this, my Lords, every one of your 
Lordſhips muſt agree to be very probable, nay, to be 
certain, becauſe of the great Danger that attends the 
* mentioning of any Perſon's Name upon ſuch. an Occaſi- 
on. As to the Officer that commanded the a 

| kept 


* naces and Threats, more particularly than they are de- 


Lordſhips Order, by which the Petitioners are deſired to 
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Anno 8. Geo. IT. © kept under Arms during the Time of that Elec, 


do not doubt but the Petitioners may know his Name; 
© but I am ſurprized to hear any Lord ſay, that the peti. 
tioners ought to have named him in their Anſwer to you 
Lordſhips Order, becauſe he was not, nor could be the 
Perſon guilty ; he muſt have been but an inferior Office, 
and therefore muſt have had Orders from a Superior for 
what he did: The Superior, the Supreme, I mean, ny 
Lords, the Perſon from . whom thoſe Orders originally 
flowed, is the only Perſon guilty, and the only Perſon your 
Lordſhips are to enquire after; all under him are obliged 
to obey their Orders, under the Pain of Mutiny, which i; 
immediate Death ; and therefore they cannot be thePer. 
ſons guilty ; ſo that it would have been ridiculous in the 
Petitioners, to have named the Officer who commanded 
the Regiment, as the Perſon guilty of any illegal Practice; 
and the other, the Petitioners cannot know : But, ny 
Lords, by examining that Officer, and perhaps ſome o- 
thers, at your Lordſhips Bar, you will at laſt find'ont the 
Perſon, properly chargeable as the Criminal in this Re. 
ſpect: I ſay criminal, my Lords; for it has always been 
held highly criminal, to leave any regular Forces in any 
Town where an Election is to be; and certainly it muſt be 
much more criminal, to march them into ſuch a Town, 
and to give them Orders to ſtand to their Arms, as if they 
were ready to cut the Throats of all thoſe, who ſhould 
dare to oppoſe the Perſons that gave them their Orders: 
Thus, I think it is evident, that with the firſt Part af 
your Lordſhips Order the Petitioners have fully complied; 
and with the Jatter Part, they have not only declared, but 
have ſhewn, in the moſt convincing Manner, that it 1s in- 
poſſible for them to comply; and therefore there cannot 
be the leaſt Foundation, for the Reſolution the noble Lord 
has been pleaſed to move for. | HOUR 

* There may be, and I hope, my Lords, there are many 
Lords in this Houſe, who might think, that your Lord. 
ſhips could not well proceed to an Enquiry into this Affait, 
without ſome farther Lights than you had by the Petition; 
and may now think that you have had Lights ſufficient to 
proceed to an Enquiry, by which thoſe dark Scenes of 
Iniquity may perhaps be opened fully to View. The three 
Queſtions which naturally occur, when an Enquiry is pro- 
poſed, may now be eakl 

but that the Practices, of which the Petitioners have given 
us ſo many Inſtances, are illegal? Can it be ſuppoſed, that 
they can be either puniſhed or prevented by any infer 


Z 209. os os LO OW Yi We 


Court? Is it not admitted of all Sides, that they are ſuch 
f «2 


y anſwered : Can it be doubted 


( 


— 
- — 


and third Queſtions, therefore, none of your Lordihips ſeem 
© to make any Doubt; then as to the ſecond, Whether, they 


— 
co 


eti. 


= 


© mitted ? I am ſorry, my Lords, to ſay, that the Preſump- 


the 


known, and I hope well reſpected by moſt of your Lord- 


And when I conſider the great Qualifications, and more 


duct of ſome of the Petitioners, who had the Honour to 
be Members of this Houſe in laſt Parliament; the great 
Number of Votes they had in their Favour, at the 
Election for that Parliament; and the ſmall Number of 
© Votes they had in their Favour at laſt Election; I muſt 
(iy, Jam afraid there is too much Ground for this gene- 
are Clamour, too ſolid a Foundation for this particular 
© Complaint 3 ſo that as to the ſecond Queſtion, there can 
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other two. 


on Another Argument, my Lords, which ſeemed to make 
\ 1 WF © ſome of your Lordſhips willing to agree to the Order then 


' propoſed, was, that, without ſome farther Lights into this 


= 


ſwer before us, that we may get ft the Bottom of this 
Affair, without any farther Information: But, beſides, 


an | 

1 though the Petitioners have not now the Honour to be 
ar, en bers of this Houſe, yet ſurely they will be allowed, 
on; end by this Petition they appear to be ready and willing, 


to give every Lord of this Houſe as much Afliſtance as 
they can. in putting the proper Queſtions to each Witneſs, 
Jo as to enable us to draw from every Witneſs the whole of 
hat he may know, about the illegal Practices made uſe. 
of at laſt Election. From all which it is probable, nay, I 
think it is t6 be expected, that there are many Lords in 
' this Houſe who were for the Order propoſed, but will 
' now be for proceeding directly to an Enquiry into this Af- 

17345» „ | « fair, 
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© are ſuch Practices as may be preſumed to have been com- 


« tion is, in my Opinion, but too ſtrong. Beſides the Cha- 
« raters of the noble Lords the Petitioners, who are well 


© ſhips, have not we a genera] Clamour again ſuch Practices? 


* eſpecially the juſt, the generous, and the prudent Con- 


' be, in my Opinion, as little Doubt as in either of the 


hey Aff ir, the proper Queſtion could not be put to the Wit- 
uid a © nefſes to be examined at your Ber: But can any Lord now. 
ry, that we are not fully inſtructed by the Anſwer now 
before us, for putting the proper Queſtions to every Wit- 
el; WJ | "cis that can be brought to our Bar, upon an Enquiry in- 
bu WY © fo this Aﬀtir ? The particular Interrogatories, both as to 
im- © Brivery and Threats, and likewiſe as to the Regiment, 
not WM © ich ſeems to have been made uſe of, with an Intention 
onto over-awe this Election, ariſe ſo naturally from the An- 


© as highly deſerve the Notice of this Houſe ? As to the firſt Anno 8. Geo. II. 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. ( fair, and | conſequently muſt be againſt the Motion now 
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propoſed. | 
My Lords, notwithſtanding I have, I think, 
ſhewn, that the Petitioners have fully complied with your 
Lordſhips Order, in ſo far as it was poſſible for them to 
comply with the ſame ; yet I ſhould be very eaſy about 
the Event of this Motion, if I did not ſuſpect that it ws 
to be followed by another, which will, I am afraid, put 
an End to this Aﬀair ; and therefore I hope the noble 
Lord will be ſo ingenuous as to ſtand up, and declare what 
he intends by the Motion he has been pleaſed to make; 
for though the Petitioners do not intend, or ſhould ab. 
ſolutely refuſe to ſet themſelves up as Accuſers, yet T hope 
your Lordſhips are not, for that Reaſon, to drop an Aﬀar, 
in which the Honour and the Dignity of this Houſe, in 
which the very Being of our Conſtitution are all fo deeply 
concerned. When this Affair came firſt before us, it wa 
ſaid, it ought to be looked on as a Cauſe, and that there- 
fore the Petitioners ought to be confidered as the 
Plaintiffs, and ought 'to name thoſe they defigned to 
make Defendants. But if it were to be conſider. 
ed as a Cauſe, we are not, in my Opinion, to look on 
the Petitioners as Plaintiffs, nor upon any particular Per- 
ſons as Defendants. It is, my Lords, the Honour of this 
Houſe, the Liberties of the People, and our happy Con- 
ſtitution, that are to be Iooked on as the Plaintiffs, and 
Bribery and Corruption are the Defendants : Theſe, my 
Lords, are properly the Parties to this Cauſe, if the Aﬀair 
now before us were to be looked on as ſuch. But it oupht 
not, in any Shape, to be conſidered as a Caule ; it is to 
be conſidered only as an Enquiry, which ſome of the hel 
and greateſt of his Majeſty's Subjects have earneſtly peti 
row, for, which the Nation calls aloud for, and whi 
the Honour of this Houſe moft peremptorily requires. 
It is certain, my Lords, it is evident from the Records 
of both Houſes of Parliament, that Enquiries have bee 
often ſet up, without naming any Perſons whoſe Conduct 
or Crimes were to be enquired into. Even but a few deſ. 
fions ago, there was an Enquity ſet up in this Houſe, and 
Witneſſes examined at the Bar of this Houſe, without m- 
ming any Perſon who was ſuppoſed to have been coneern- 
ed in the Affair then enquired into; I mean, my Lords 
the Affair of the South. Sea Company, in relation to the 


Diſpoſal of their Directors Eſtates: It is true, that Enqur 


was ohjected to and oppoſed, as I believe all Enquiries 
will for ever be; but E Reals for oppoſing that En- 


quiry, were not becauſe no particular Perſon was named, 
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nor any particular Inſtance of Fraud given; no, my Lords, Anno 8. Geo. II. 


the only Objection againſt that Enquiry, was, that there 
« were no Petitioners before us: It was ſaid, that we ought 


not to enquire into that Affair, becauſe none of the Proprie- 


« tors of the South-Sea Stock, none of the Perſons concerned, 
had complained of any Frauds or undue Practices. In the 
« preſent Caſe, this Objection cannot be made; we have 
now a Petition before us, we have Perſons complaining of 
« undue Practices, who are highly intereſted in the Com- 
« plaint ; but now it is ſaid, we muſt not enquire into this 
Affair, becauſe none of the Practices are particularly men- 


« tioned, becauſe none of the Perſons guilty are particularly 


named: Thus, my Lords, will ſome Objection be always 
« found, to our entering upon an Enquiry into any frau- 
« dulent or criminal Practices, let the Intereſt and Safety of 
« the Nation, or the Honour and Dignity of the Houſe be 
ever ſo much concerned. | | 

If a Coroner, my Lords, ſhould be informed that a Per · 
ſon had been murdered, the Body buried, and the Mur- 
der concealed ; but that if he would examine ſuch Wit- 


© nelſes as his Informers ſhould direct him to, the Murder 


might be diſcovered, and the Perſons guilty apprehended, 


and brought to condign Puniſhment ; ſurely the Coroner 


* would be very deficient in his Duty, if he ſhould neglect 
* or refuſe enquiring into the Affair, becauſe his Informers 
* could not, or perhaps would not, declare to him the Per- 
* ſons guilty, and the particular Manner in which the Mur- 
der was committed: Surely, my Lords, if his Informers 
were Men of any Character or Credit, if they were Per- 
* ſons upon whoſe Information he could have the leaſt De- 


* pendence, he would immediately order the Body to be ta- 
ken up and examined, and would examine in the ſtricteſt 


Manner every. Witneſs his Informer could direct him to. 
The Caſe before us is the very ſame : If your Lordſhips 
can have any Dependence upon the Character or Credit of 
* the Petitioners, you muſt ſuſpect, that a moſt horrid Mur- 
der has been committed: An Election there has certainly 
been, whether it was a fair and a natural Election, your Lord- 
* ſhips are to enquire; for if it was carried on by undue Me- 
* thods and illegal Practices, the Right of the Peerage of Scor- 
land has been murdered, our Conſtitution has got, I am 
* afraid, a mortal Stab: I am perſuaded none of your 
* Lordſhips are of Opinion, that the Petitioners are Perſons 
* whoſe Information is not in the leaſt to be depended on; 
* and in ſuch a Caſe, upon ſuch an Information, will your 
* Lordſhips refuſe to make any Enquiry, becauſe they can- 
* not inform you of the particular Perſons concerned in this 
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( 404 ) 
Anno 8. Geo. II. Murder, and of all the particular Circumftances' how it 


was committed? For God's Sake, my Lords, confider 


what-an Injury will be done, by ſuch a Refuſal, to the 
Nation in general; what a public Slur will be thrown u 
on the Honour of this Houſe, and upon the Juſtice of our 
Proceedings. | So 
In ſhort, my Lords, the Honour of this Houſe, 2 
well as the Independency of Parliament, is, in my Opi. 
nion, ſo much concerned in the Affair now before us, the 
Complaint is ſo well ſupported, the Grievance ſo fully and 
ſo particularly ſet forth, and a Redreſs ſo loudly and ſo 
generally, as well as particularly called for, that, if wedo 
not enquire ſtrictly into this Affair, I ſhall hardly expect 
that'this Houſe will ever for the future enquire into the 
Complaints of any Subject, or of any Number of Subjects; 
and if the other Houſe follow the Example of this, where 
then ſhall the Subjects go to complain? No where can they 
go, my Lords, but to the Foot of the Throne, which 
they cannot approach, but when the Miniſters pleaſe to 
give them Leave; and then, I am ſure it muſt be granted; 
that the Subjects of this once happy and free Nation, vil 
be reduced to the ſame State with the Subjects of the 
moſt abſolute, the moſt laviſh Monarchy on Earth.“ 


To this it was replicd as follows, wiz. 


My Lords, by the Motion which the noble Lord was 
pleaſed to make to us, I muſt think, that the only Queſti 
on now before us is, Whether the Petitioners have com- 

lied with the laſt Order of this Houſe, or no? If they 

ave, your Lordſhips muſt diſagree to the Reſolution pro- 
poſed ; if they have not, you cannot avoid agreeing to i. 
This is the only Queſtion now in hand, and therefore! 
muſt think it very irregular, to launch out into other Mat- 
ters, but ſtill more irregular, to bring any Arguments 
which may ſeem to impeach the. Juſtice or the Propriety 
of an Order already ageeed to. Now, my Lords, as to 
the Queſtion. I have read, I have thoroughly conſidered, 
both your Lordſhips Order, and the Anſwer now before 
us, and I muſt really be of Opinion, that the Petitioners 
have not complied with any one Part of your Lordſhip 
Order: By that Order, they are defired to give us Inſtances 
of the illegal Practices complained of; and in anſwer to 
this they tell us, that ſome were bribed with ready Money, 
ſome with Offices, or with Releaſes of Debts, due by then 
to the Crown, and ſome with Promiſes ; and they ſeem to 
inſinuate, that others might be terrified, by calling o 
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Ee. ( 405 ) 
« Liſt propoſed to them, the King's Liſt ; or by the Regi- Anno 8. Geo. II. 
ment that was drawn up near the Place of Election: Is 1734- 
« there any Thing, but what every Lord in this Houſe muſt | 
« have known before he ſaw this Anſwer? Surely, if any 
« illegal Practices are made uſe of, for influencing any 
Election, thoſe Practices muſt conſiſt either in bribing or 
« threatening the Electors; they can conſiſt in nothing elle ; 
and I muſt think that your Lordſhips intended, by that 
« Order, to be informed of ſomething more than you knew, 
when that Order was made: You certainly did; and as 
« the Petitioners have given you no farther Knowledge or 
Information, it cannot ſurely be ſaid, that they have com- 
« plied with that Part of your Lordſhips Order. | 
It may perhaps be impoſſible for the Petitioners to give 
© us any Particular Inſtances of Bribery, or of Menaces, 
without naming the Perſons who gave, or the Perſons who 
received the Bribes z without naming the Perſons who 
© threatened, or the Perſons who were threatened ; but, my 
Lords, is not this the very Reaſon why you joined the two 
in one Order? You were ſenfible, that particular Inſtan- 
ces could not be given, without naming the Perſons ; and 
© therefore, that the Petitioners might not miſtake your 
Meaning, you ordered them to give you the Perſons 
Names, as well as the Inſtances ; and if it be impoſſible 
for them to give any Perſon's Name, it is certainly equally 
impoſlible for them to give you any Inſtances either of Bri- 
© bery or Threatening; but this being contrary to what 
© they have told you in their Petition, I muſt therefore con- 
* clude, that they know ſome of the Perſons Names, but 
© refuſe to comply with your Lordſhips Order in that Re- 
* ſpet ; and indeed, they have taken Care, not to affirm 
© politively in any Part of the Anſwer now before us, that 
* they do not know any of the Perſons Names; for when 
they ſay, that, were they to act both as Accuſers and Wit- 
* nefſes, it would be im poſſible for them to inform your 
* Lordſhips, who were the Perſons, that, in the Courſe of 
this Examination, and from the Teſtimony of future Evi- 
* dences, may appear to have been concerned in the above- 
mentioned Practices; it cannot be preſumed, that they 
mean to ſay more than, that they do not know all the Per- 
* ſons that, by ſuch Examination, may appear to have been 
concerned; but {till they may know ſome of the Perſons, 
they muſt know ſome of them, otherwiſe they could not 
have ſaid in their Petition, that they were ready to lay In- 
* ances of illegal Practices before this Houſe ; and there- 
fore it cannot be ſaid, that they have complied 8 * 
| Lord- 
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Anno 8. Geo, II. Lordſhips Order, ſo far as was poſſible for them to com- 


« ply with the ſame. | | 
I I ſhall grant, my Lords, that it is not legal to leaye 
© any regular Troops in a Place where an Election is to be, 
or to march any, Troops to ſuch a Place, at the Time of 
an Election, unleſs there appear ſome very good Reaſoh 
for ſo doing: But if Tumults and Riots ſhould happen, or 
© if the Magiſtrates of the Place ſhould receive certain In. 
formation, that ſome ſuch were intended, they might cer. 
< tainly call in his Majeſty's Troops, for the Preſervation and 
© Quiet of his Majeſty's Subjects; and if any Enquiry ſhould 
be made into this Affair, which upon this very Account, 
I wiſh there may, it will be made appear, that there wa 
very good Reaſon, for having that Regiment near the 
place of Election, and that whatever they did, was done 
© by a proper and a legal Order: But if it were otherwiſe, 
* if there was any thing illegal done by the Regiment, the 
Officer who commanded that Regiment at the Time, is 
© the firſt Perſon to anſwer for it, and muſt be preſumed 
© guilty, till he can clear himſelf, by ſhewing that he had 
Orders from a ſuperior Officer for what he did, and ſuch 
© Orders too as he could not diſcover to be illegal; for if the 
© Orders ſhould, upon the very Face of them, appear to be 
* contrary to Law, I do not think ſuch Orders would juſtify 
the Officer who obeyed them: The Petitioners therefore, 
* ought certainly to have named the Officer who command- 
ed that Regiment, as one of the Perſons guilty of the il 
legal Practices they complain of; and that it was in their 
Power to do this, is, I think, acknowledged of all fide. 
From all which it is, in my Opinion, evident, that the 
« Petitioners have not in any Reſpect complied with your 
Lordſhips Order; and therefore you muſt certainly agree 
with the noble Lord, in the Reſolution he has been pleaſe 
to propoſe. | TO 
But now, my Lords, as ſome things have been thrown 
out, even in this Debate, againſt the Order agreed to by 
© this Houſe, I hope your Lordſhips will give me leave to 
add a few Words in Vindication of your Order. I hal 
agree with the noble Lord, that, by our Law, no Man i 
to be loaded with what is properly called an Accuſation, 
without the Oath of ſome Witneſs ; but then, before that 
© Accuſation, which at common Law is called an Indid. 
c 
c 
o 


ment, can be drawn up; before any Witneſs can be ex- 
© mined, the Perſon's Name, and likewiſe the particular 


Crime with which he is charged, muſt be made known to 
the Court. or to ſome Perſon belonging to the Court, and 


* intruſted by the Court for that Purpoſe ; upon this Infor- 
| © mation, 


( 497 ) 


„mation, the Indiment is formed, and thedWitneſſes are Anno g;. Geo. II. 
« exzmined before the Grand jury, in order to their finding 


« the Bill: This is the Courſe at common Law, and this is 
a Method, which ought to be followed in all Courts, and 
in all Caſes relating to the Puniſhment of Crimes. This 


is the very Method which this Houſe now defires to follow ; 


« we only want ſuch an Information, as may enable us to 
« form or draw up an Accufation, and then we are to exa- 
© mine Witneſſes, to ſee if there is any Ground for tlie Ac- 
« cuſation, to ſee if there is any Reaſon for proceeding far- 
« ther in the Proſecution. | 

« With reſpe& to Enquiries into Crimes or Miſdemeanors, 
« either before this Houſe or the other, I do not, my Lords, 
© remember to have heard, that there was ever any ſuch En- 


« quiry ſet up in either Houſe, unleſs where the Perſons 


were named, and the Practices particularly ſet forth, by 
© thoſe who deſired the Enquiry ; or that both were ſo par- 
* ticularly deſcribed, that every Member might eaſily and 
certainly judge, who were the Perſons pointed at, and 
' what were the Crimes they were to be accuſed of : I have 
* often heard it ſaid that Compariſons go upon all four; but 


the Compariſon made between the Enquiry now propoſed,” 


and the Enquiry lately made, relating to the Sourh-Sea 
Company, is a Compariſon, which is ſo far from going 
© upon all four, that it has not fo much as one Leg to put 
* to the Ground. In the South-Sea Enquiry, the Diſpoſal 
* of the Eſtates of thoſe who were Directors of that Com- 
* pany in the Year 1720, was a Fact particularly mention- 
' ed, and the Fact propofed to be enquired into; and as 
that Money was under the Management, and muſt have 
been diſpoſed of by thoſe who were afterwards Directors 
* of that! Company, if any Frauds had been committed in 
© the Diſpoſal of that Money, they were the only Perſons 
* that could be guilty, the only Perſons that could be pro- 
* ſecuted, and their Names were well known; fo that, in 
that Caſe, the Names of the Perſons were known, and 
the particular Inſtance, the particular Fact to be enquired 
into, was mentioned in the very Reſolution of this Houſe ; 
* and in that Caſe it happened, that, after we had given the 
* Couth-Sex Company a geat deal of Trouble, after we had 
given ſeveral private Gentlemen a great deal of Trouble, 
vue at laſt found we had 0" to an Enquiry a little 
too raſhly, and without any folid Grounds ; which I am 
convinced, would be the Event of the Enquiry now pro- 
* poſed, if we ſhould enter upon it without any farther In- 
formation than we have at preſent, 


« With 
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Anno8. eo. II. With reſpect, my Lords, to what has been ſaid abont 


< Caſe, of the Truth of Facts, without knowing the Names 


( 408 ) 


the Duty of a Coroner, I muſt be. of Opinion, that if 
* Perſons of the beſt Character ſhould come and inform him, 
that a Murder had been committed, the Body buried, and 
the Murder concealed, and yet ſhould refuſe to give him 
the leaſt Hint of the, Perſons ſuppoſed to be guilty ; or 
the leaſt Circumſtance, by which the Coroner could judge 
of the Grounds of their Suſpicion ; I ſay, my Lords, that 
if a Coroner ſhould, upon ſuch a general Information, or- 
der the Body to be taken up, and give the Relations and 
Friends of the Deceaſed a great deal of Trouble, he would 
be very much blamed ; and would have great Reaſon to 
© be aſhamed of his Weakneſs and Credulity, if at laſt it 
© ſhould appear, that the Deceaſed had died a. fair and a 
© natural Death: Nay, even tho' his Informers had told 
© him in general, that they had heard the Deceaſed was 
certainly murdered by Poyſon, without telling him by 
„ whom, at what Time, or in what Manner adminiſtered, 
© ſuch a general Circumſtance would no way excuſe the Co- 
c roner”s officious Enquiry. b 

© If it were poſſible, my Lords, to judge in the preſent 
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of the Perſons ſaid to have been concerned in thoſe Fact; 
then the latter part of your Lordſhips Order would have 
been uſeleſs, and conſequently would in ſo far have been 
improper ; but in the Caſe before us, without knowing 
the Perſons Names, ſaid to have been concerned in the 
Practices complained of, it is impoſſible for us, upon our 
own Judgment to determine, whether we have any Ground 
to preſume that thoſe Facts were really committed, becauſe 
it is upon the Characters and Circumſtances of the Perſons 
ſaid to be concerned, that our Judgment muſt in this Caſe 
principally depend ; and I am ſure, without a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption of the Truth of the Facts complained of, it 
would be wrong in us to enter into an Enquiry: This 
I take to be the true Reaſon, why we deſired to have the 
Perſons Names, why we agreed to that Order as it now 
ſtands ; and therefore I cannot ſee how any Lord who was 
for that Order, can be for our proceeding to an Enquiry 
into this Affair, till the Order. be fully complied with. 
There is no Man, my Lords, can have a greater Re- 
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gard for the noble Lords Petitioners, than 1 have; no Will © 
Man can have a greater Regard for their Opinion, as to 
the Veracity or the Probability of what they relate, than : 
J ſhall have upon this and every other Occaſion; but 
hope they will excuſe me, for not allowing my Behaviour 
in this Houſe to be directed by their Opinion: If they — 

«2a 
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© mind that I ſhould be of their Opinion, if they have a Anno 8. Geo. II. 
mind that I ſhould believe the Facts they relate, as their 1734-5. 
„Relation does not proceed from their own Knowledge, e 
« they muſt give me the particular Reaſons, they muſt give 
« me the particular Circumitances, upon which they have 
founded their Opinion, as to the Truth or Probability of 
« what they relate ; then, and not till then, I ſhall be able 0 
to form ſome Opinion of my own; and till I can form an | 
„Opinion of my own, till I can convince myſelf, that 
there is at leaſt a high Probability that ſome illegal Prac- 
© tices were made uſe of at the late Election of Peers for 
Scotland, I cannot agree to our entering upon an Enquiry 
into that Affair. "= 

© I hope, my Lords, I have as great a Regard for the 
Honour of this Houſe, as any Lord can have; but for 
this very Reaſon, I cannot yet agree to any Enquiry into 
this Affair: think it inconſiſtent with the Honour and 
« Dignity of this Houſe, to enter raſhly into any Meaſure ; 
I think it inconſiſtent with that Regard we ought to have 
for the Eaſe and Tranquillity of the Subject, to enter into 
* a ſolemn Enquiry into ſuppoſed Crimes, without very ſuf · 
« ficient Grounds to ſuſpect, that ſome ſuch were really 
committed; for by all ſuch Enquiries, ſome particular 
Men muſt be put to great Trouble and Expence ; and by 
© raiſing a general Ferment, the Tranquillity of the whole 
Nation will be diſturbed. I likewiſe hope, my Lords, IL 
* have as great a Veneration for the Independency of Par- 
f liament as any Man; but as we ought to be independent 
© of the Crown, or the Miniſters, ſo we ought not to de- 
* pend upon the Opinion of any Number 'of Subjects, nor 
* ought we to depend upon vulgar Rumours, or general Cla- 
* mours. I do not know, that there is in the preſent Caſe, 
© any general Clamour for an Enquiry, at leaſt I have never 
* heard of any ſuch ; but if there were, we are not for that 
* Reaſon to proceed to an Enquiry: No, my Lords, we 
* ought coolly to examine the Grounds, the Foundations of 
* that Clamour, and if we find it has been artfully raiſed, 
without any ſolid Foundation, we ought to deſpiſe it; for 
if neglected and contemned, it will fink, it will evaniſh of 
* courſe. I beg pardon, for taking up ſo much of your 
Lordſhip's Time, about what I really think is not the 
© Queſtion before us at preſent; but I have ſo great a Re- 
* gard for the Honour of this Houſe, that I thought my- 
elf obliged to ſay ſomething by way of Reply, in Vindi- 
* cation of an Order of this Houſe, ſo ſolemnly agreed to; 
and therefore I hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me.? 
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Queſtion. 


Speakers. 
DS * 


Pr oteſt. 
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The Queſtion was then put for a Reſolution, according 
to the Motion above-mentioned, which was agreed to upon 


a Diviſion, by go to 47. CY 


N 


This Motion was made by the Earl of Cholmondeley, and 
was ſupported by the Duke of Newcaſtle and the Lord Her. 
vey ; and it was oppoſed by the Lord Bathurſt; the Earl of 
Cheſterfield, the Lord Gower, the Earl of Abingdon, and the 
Earl of Straford. k 

Againſt this Reſolution, the following Proteſt was entered 
upon the Journals, vix. 22 


Digentient. | | 
Somerſet, Taacaſter, Maynard. 


1. Ecauſe it was agreed in the Debate, conformable to 
8 the Rules of Reaſon, that no Impoſſibility was re- 
quired from the Lords Petitioners ; and tho' we allow that 
they have not literally complied with the Order, yet we think 
the Aſſertion in theif Anſwer, that it is impoſſible for them 
to inform the Houſe who are the Perſons, that in the Courſe 
of the Examination, and from the Teſtimony of future E- 
vidences, may appear to have been concerned, was ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the Houſe, that they have not wilfully diſobeyed 
the Order. * | 

And from the Nature of Things, we conceive it imprac- 
ticable for the Lords Petitioners, to name all the Perſons, 
who may be concerned in thoſe illegal Proceedings ; for al- 
though the Offers of Places, Penſions, and other Gratuities, 
muſt be preſumed to come from Perſons in Power, yet 
ſuch Offers may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, to be conveyed by 
Under-agents; and we mutt alſo obſerve, that if thoſe Un- 
der-agents ſhould be publicly named before Examination, 
they may either be preyailed upon to abſcond, or to. take 
the whole upon themſelves, to ſcreen Offenders of higher 


Rank. | 


We muſt farther declare, it is our Opinion, that ſuch cor 
rupt and dark Deſigns as are ſpecified in the Anſwer, may 
have been carried on with that Secrecy and Dexterity, that 
altho* a moral Certainty may appear, of their having been 


executed, the Perſons concerned in the Execution may never 


be diſcovered ; yet this good Effect might have ariſen from 
the Enquiry, that the Legiſlature would have found means 
to prevent ſuch pernicious Practices for the future; and 


Aa 5 W 5 ry — = — co» = MMy,0 = Oo © | 


am = - a: 3 


228 
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even in that Caſe, the Lords Petitioners, by bringing this Anno 8. Ges. II. 
Affair before the Houſe, would have done a real Service to 1734-5. 
the Peerage of Scotland, to this high Court of Judicatu re, 


and to the whole united Kingdom. 


2. Becauſe we can no ways conceive, that the going on 
upon this Examination, without having the Names of the 
Perſons produced, could be attended with any poſſible Injuſ- 
tice to, or Hardſhip upon, thoſe who might afterwards be 
named by the Evidence ; on the contrary we are perſuaded, 
that ſuch Perſons would have an Advantage, which could 
not happen in any other Courſe of Proceeding ; the whole 
Matter of the Accufation would lie open to them, the Wit- 
neſſes againſt them would be known, who cou'd not after- 
wards be ſuffered to vary from their Teſtimony, and the 
Houſe would in Juſtice allow ſuch Perſons a full Time to 
anſwer the Accuſation, and to bring up Witneſſes (if neceſ- 
fary) to prove their Innocence, Neither is this looked up- 
on as an Accuſation at preſent; for (as it was juſtly obſerv- 
ed) there are no Accuſers, nor Perſons accuſed ; but we ap- 
prehend it to be the moſt proper Subject for a parliamen- 
tary on that can poſſibly be brought before this 
Houſe. | 


3. However it may be neceſſary in the Courſe of other 
Proceedings, whether upon Impeachments or Appeals brought 
before this Houſe, that all the Perſons concerned ſhould be 
named, we can by no means think it neceſſary upon an En- 
quiry, no final Sentence being then to be given; and thoſe 
Rules which are conſiſtent with Juſtice in the former Caſes,. 
muſt, in our Opinion, tend to obſtruct all Juſtice in the lat- 
ter. We cannot, conceive that an innocent Perſon, who 
ſhould happen to be named in the Courſe of ſuch an Exami- 
nation, can poſſibly be deprived of the means of making 
his Innocence appear: But we can well foreſee, that guilty. 
Perſons (and thoſe probably of the higheſt Rank) may ei- 
cape by ſuch a Method; which, impoſing an Impoſſibility 
on the Informants, muſt, as we apprehend, tend to defeat 
all parliamentary Enquiries, and therefore could not be, in 
our Opinion, within the Intention of the Order. 


4. Becauſe the Matters ſpecified in the Anſwer are of ſuch 
2 Nature, as ſeem only proper to be examined in this Houſe ; 
and had the Lords Petitioners ſought a Remedy any where 
elſe, they might have been juſtly cenſured : We apprehend 
therefore, that the pinning them down to the preciſe Words 
of the Order may be attended with this fatal Conſequence, 
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Anno B. Geo II. that all parljamentary Enquiries may be rendered much more 
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Motion for diſ- 
mi ſing the Pe- 
aition, 


Argument for 
the Motion, 


difficult hereafter ; which may probably give ſuch Encou- 
ragement to corrupt Miniſters, that they may be prompted 


to make the moſt dangerous Attempts upon the Confſtituti. 


on, and hope to come off with [mpunity : Such Apprehen- 
Hons naturally ſuggeſt the melancholy Reflexions, = Our 
Pofterity may ſee the Time when ſome of thoſe Lords, who 
fit upon a more precarious Foot than the reſt of the Houſe, 
having, through Motives of Virtue and Honour, op 

the evil Defigns of ſome future Miniſter, for that, and that 
alone, may be excluded at an enſuing Election; and though 
the whole World may be ſenſible of the Cauſe of their Ex- 
clufion, no Remedy may be found, but their Caſe may 
become a Subject of national Concern, Indignation and Re. 
ſentment. | ; e 


Scarſdale, Bruce, Bolton, Warrington, Bedford, Suffolk, 
SHaftsbury, Cheſterfield, Craven, Coventry, Faly, 
Strafford, Abingdon, Boyle, Thanet, Berkſhire, Alu- 
ford, Gower, Huntingdon, Maſham, Grahame, Litch- 
Feld, Beaufort, Denbigh, Cobham, Bridgwater, An- 

_ gleſea, Bathurfl, Haverſbam, Northampton, Mac- 
clegſteld. | 


Immediately after this Reſolution was agreed to, a Motion 
was made to order, © That the Petition be diſmiſſed.” 


The Argument for the Motion was in Subſtance as follows, 
ix. | 

My Lords, when the Petition now before us was hirſt pre- 
* ſented, I was of Opinion, that it was conceived in ſuch 
neral and obſcure Terms, as not to deſerve, on its own Ae- 
© count, the leaſt Countenance or Confideration from this 
© Houſe ; and I am perſuaded it was not on account of any 
Matter contained in the Petition, that your Lordſhips did 
not reject it immediately upon its being preſented. The 
* Regard you have been pleaſed to ſhew to it, was certainly 
con account of the noble Peers who ſign it, and in this! 
© heartily concurred, becauſe for all of them I have the 
« greateſt Eſteem : For this Reaſon your Lordſhips were plea- 
* fed to indulge them with an Opportunity to explain them- 


* ſelves, and to clear up that Obſcurity in which their Pet: 
.* tion was involved. This Indulgence they have made ul 


5 of, and in Obedience to your Lordſhips Order, they ha 
t endeavoured to explain themſelves ; 88 that Explana 
Lis in my Opinion, as general, and as obſcure as the 


ons 
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„tion which is thereby intended to be explained: Nay, in Anno 8. Geo. II. 


my Opinion, the Petition, and the Explanation, or Anſwer 
to your Lordſhips laſt Order, ſeem to be a little inconſiſtent ; 
« for in the Petition they complain of undue Practices, and 
« ſay, that they were ready to lay before us Inſtances and 
« Proofs of thoſe undue Practices; yet when we deſire them 


them all the Time they could defire for that Purpoſe, they 


give us no Inſtance of any undue or illegal Practices, they 
give us only ſome general Surmiſes, and tell us they cannot 


de more particular without ſtating themſelves as Accuſers or 


« Witneſſes ; ſa that their Complaint is now as obſcure as it 
« was at firſt, and there is now leſs Reaſon to believe that 
there ever were any ſuch Practices as they complain of. 


ore 
Ou; 
ted 
Ut 
en 
ho to give us ſome of the Inſtances of thoſe. Practices, and gave 
le, 
ſed 
hat 
gh 
x 
ay 


© ſtanding the Inability of the Petitioners to give us any In- 
c ſtances of the illegal Practices they complain of, yet, my 
Lords, the Practices ſo obſcurely hinted at, ſeem to me to 
© be of ſuch a dangerous Nature, and to affect the Honour 
© of this Houſe in ich à tender Point, that I ſhould readily 


of the Thing, there did not appear to me ſufficient Ground 
* to believe that no ſuch Practices were ever made uſe of. 
For if it could be preſume@ that any ſuch undue Methods 
* or illegal Practices were made uſe of at the laſt Election, 
that Preſumption muſt ariſe from the Characters and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Perſons choſen, compared with the Cha- 
© raters and Circumſtances of the unſucceſsful Candidates: If 
* the ſixtgen noble Lords choſen to. repreſent the Peerage of 
* Scotland, or any of them, were Perſons of a bad Character, 
* Perſons of inferior Families or Fortunes, or Perſons of no 
Merit, it might then be ſuppoſed, that ſome undue Methods 
* had been made uſe of, to get ſuch Perſons returned as the 


© But this is not the Caſe at preſent; the noble Peers who 
were choſen, and who, in conſequence of that Choice, have 
* now Seats in this Houſe, are Noblemen of as great Fami- 
* lies, and of as large Properties as any in Scotland; and as 
to their perſonal Characters and Merit, there are none of 
© them that have ever been in the leaſt ſuſpected of any Diſaf- 
fection to his Majeſty's Government or Family, and the 
* Qualifications and. Merit of every one of them are fo well 
* known, that it is needleſs for me to enlarge upon them: 


. 
* 
5 
y 
| 
C 
1 
[ 
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6 


ell know, that even the moſt juſt and the moſt elegant En- 
| ſomiums are offenſive to the Ears of Perſons of real Work, 
; : N 8 | 6 | f 


Notwithſtanding the Obſcurity of the Petition, notwith- 


* agree to the enquiring into them, if, from the very Nature 


© Repreſentatives of the Peerage of Scotland in this Houſe : - 


Nay, I will avoid it, becauſe they are preſent ; for I very 
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and that the more Merit they have, the more offenſive al. 
ways will that Praiſe be which is uttered in their Preſence. 
Thus, my Lords, as no Preſumption of any illegal Prac- 
tices having been committed, can be drawn from the Na. 
ture of the Caſe before us, and as the Petitioners, notwith- 
ſtanding the Indulgence granted them, have not been able 
to give us any Inſtance of ſuch Practices, nor even any Sur. 


miſes, but ſuch as are ſo general, that hey cannot give 


the leaſt Foundation for any Accuſation, much leſs can they 
give a Foundation for your Lordſhips to bring the Charac- 
ter of any Perſon in queſtion ; therefore 1 muſt conclude 
that no ſuch Practices were committed, and the n 
Conſequence of this muſt be, to diſmiſs the Petition. 
© But farther, my Lords, the Petitioners do not even ſeem 
willing to comply with your Lordſhips Order; for tho? they 
could not, perhaps, have mentioned all the Perſons, that 
might, from the Examination of Witneſſes, have a 

uilty of the Practices they complain of, yet ſurely, if any 
och Practices were made uſe of, ſome Perſons muſt be ſuſ- 
pected at leaſt, to have been guilty of them, and the Peti- 
tioners muſt have heard who they were that were ſuſpected 
to have been guilty ; the Names of thoſe Perſons the Pati. 
tioners might, and certainly would have given us, if they 
had intended to have complied with your Lordſhips Order ; 
and their not doing ſo, I mull look on as a Contempt of, or 
at leaſt, an Unwillingneſs to comply with your 22 
Order, the natural Conſequence of which muſt in all Caſes 
be, to diſmiſs the Petition of thoſe who ſhew any ſuch 
Contempt or Unwillingneſs. This the Petitioners were 
ſenſible of, and therefore they, in the Anſwer now before 
us, endeavour to excuſe themſelves, by ſaying, that they 
never intended to ſtate themſelves as Accuſers of any Perſon 
whatever: Upon which I muſt obſerve, that if they do not 
intend to ſtate themſelves as Accuſers, I do not ſee how we 
can ſtate ourſelves as Judges; for we cannot certainly act 
the Part both of Accuſers and Judges ; nor ought we, I 
think, in any Affair, to act the Part of Grand Jury 
and Judge, which would really be the Caſe in the 
preſent Affair, if we ſhould firſt examine Witneſſes to- 
wards finding out who are the Perſons guilty, and then 
fit as Judges to try, and paſs Sentence upon the Per- 
ſons, againſt whom any Suſpicion of Guilt ſhall, by fach 
Enquiry, be made appear. From all which, my Lords, 
I muſt think, that we neither can nor ought to 
farther upon the Petition before us; and unleſs your Lord- 


* ſhips have a mind to ſubmit to have the Orders of this 
| | B 


BY” 
1 


r 20 7 = 


7 Re 741 5 TAO nn PA >... x > 60 5.0 6 xy vw <= fl. ; . 


<> i 


— 


e 


Houſe contemned, or at leaſt explained in ſuch a Manner Anno 8. Geo. II. 
| « as Petitioners ſhall think fit, I am ſure you ought to diſ- 
« miſs it; therefore I muſt move your Lordſhips to order, * 


That the Petition be diſmiſſed.” | 
To this it was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, vis. _ 


My Lords, againſt the Motions formerly made in the 1 


Affair before us, I ſpoke with Surpriſe, but againſt that 
now made, I ſpeak with Concern: The preſent Motion 
does not indeed ſurpriſe me, for it is what I expected, and 
* what J eaſily perceived was intended by the Motions alrea- 
© dy made; and as they were agreed to by this Houſe, I am 
„now obliged to think they were right: But the Affair in 
Hand, the Petition now before us, is a Matter of fo t 
Conſequence to the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, to 
* the very Being of our Conſtitution, that it is with the 
* deepeſt Concern, it is with the deepeſt Sorrow, I hear 
a Motion made in this Houſe for diſmiſſing ſuch 4 
« Petition 3 and that upon no other Foundation, but be- 
* cauſe the Petitioners have not complied with an Order 


« of this Houſe in a Particular, in which they have, Ithink, 


very evidently ſhewn it was impoſſible for them to com- 
* ply : And my Sorrow is ſtill heightened by what I have 
« obſerved in the Debate; for every Lord who has ſpoke 
upon one Side in this Affair, has made uſe of Arguments 
© to ſhew that it is improper or unneceſſary, for this Houſe to 
* enter into any Enquiry about the illegal Practices com- 
* plained of ; ſo that if the Motion now made be complied 
with, it is the laſt Time I expect to hear any more of the 
* Aﬀair now before us in this Houſe ; and therefore I hope 
* your Lordſhips will excuſe me, if I repeat and endeayour to 
* enforce ſome of the Arguments made uſe of for ſhewing the 


* Neceſſity, as well as Regularity, of making a ſtrict En- 


© quiry into this Affair, and to anſwer ſome of the Objec- 
tions ſtarted upon this Occaſion. 1 


* By the Arguments made uſe of upon this Occaſion, it 


© really ſeems. to be the Opinion of ſome Lords, that this 
* Houſe ought never to enquire into any illegal Practices, if 
© by ſuch Enquiry an Impeachment, or any other parliamen- 
* tary Proceeding, may become neceſſary for the Puniſhment 
of private Men, becauſe we are not, it is ſaid, to ſtate our- 
* ſelves both as Accuſers and Judges, we are not to act the 
Part both of Grand Jury and judge: But this Argument, 
as it has no Foundation either in Law or the Cuſtom of Par- 
* lament, will never. I hope, prevail. It is well known, my 
* Lords, that by an Enquiry, we neither ſtate ourſelves as 
© Accuſers, or Judges; we neither act 25 Part of Grand 


Jury 
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Subjects; and this Part I hope this Hou 


{41823 


Anno 8. Geo, II. Jury or If doe ; we act no Part, but that of the Guardians 


© of the Lives, the Liberties, and the * of our Fellow. 

e will never refuſe 
© to at upon any Occaſion. If, upon any ſueh Enquiry, a 
© Proſecution becomes neceſſary, the Cuſtom has always 
© been for ſome Lord to ſtand up in his Place, and.un 
in Form thoſe who are ſuſpected to be the guilty Criminals, 
© or otherwiſe we deſire a Conference with the other Houſe, 


and at that Conference we communicate to them what Diſ- 


© coveries we have made by our Enquiry ; whereupon the 
© other Houſe becomes the Accuſer, they act the Part of the 
Grand Jury, and then we aſſume the Character of Judges. 
This is the Method of proceeding in Parliament; and this 
© Method has been ſo often practiſed, and is ſo well known, 
that J am ſurpriſed to hear any ſuch Argument made uſe of, 
* againftanEnquiry into the illegal Practices now complain dof. 

* As we may enquire into any fort of illegal Practices, 
without ſtating ourſelves as Accuſers or Judges, ſo an En- 
t | wo may, in this Houſe, as well as in the other, proceed 
from, or be founded upon common Fame, upon the Mo- 
tion of any Member when ſeconded, or upon the Petition 
of the Sufferer by ſuch Practices. I ſhall grant, my Lords, 
© that we are not to depend on, or to be directed by vulgar 
© Rumours or general Clamours ; becauſe illegal Practices are 
* generally reported and loudly exclaimed ae we are 
not to conclude that they are certainly true; but I will ſay, 
my Lords, that a general Clamour is not only a Foundation 
* for an Enquiry, but ſuch a Foundation as we are obliged, 
© both in Honour and Duty, to lay hold on ; and in thatEn- 
6: r we ought firſt to examine ſtrictly into the Truth of 
© the Practices complained of, and puniſh ſeverely the Of. 
< fenders, if the general Report be found to be true; but if 


we find it to be entirely groundleſs, we ought then to en- 


< quire into the Authors of it, in order to puniſh thoſe who 
diſturb the Nation by ſuch artful and groundleſs Reports. 
* General Clamours ought never to be contemned, the People 
* ought to be ſatisfied; it is one of the chief Ends of our 
meeting in this Houſe, and in ſuch Caſes there is no way of 
* ſatisfying the People, but by a ſtrict Enquiry, and a ſevere 
< Puniſhment upon the Guilty; for guilty Perſons there muſt 
© neceſfarily be, upon all ſuch Occaſions, either of one Side 
or the other. | | 

That Enquiries have been ſet up in this Houſe upon a bare 
© Motion, is not to be controverted, becauſe the Enquiry 
already mentioned, in relation to the South- Sea Cow 


* 


had no Foundation but a bare Motion, which was ind 


* ſupported by a general Clamour of unfair Practices, but 
2 ps « was 


{ 
| 
| 


« was without any particular Suggeſtion of Fraud : And by Anno Geo. 8. II. 
that Enquiry, my Lords, ſome very odd Practices did a 1734-5. 
« pear ; but the Enquiry's ending as it did, was very fir 

from proceeding from our having gone raſhly into it, but 

from our not going ſo far as we ought to have gone; for 

we found the Ar we had reſolved to enquire into, ſo 

| © blended with the other Affairs of that Company, that there 

was no getting to the Bottom of it, without a general Search 

into all the Affairs of that Company from the Year 1720: 

This general Search, your Lordſhips muſt remember, was 

« propoted, and if it had been agreed to, I am convinced that 

© Enquiry would not have ended ſo ſmoothly as it did. But 

that there was any thing more particular, either with re- 

* ſpect to the Thing to be enquired into, or the Perſons who 

might ſuffer by it in that Enquiry, than in what is now 

* propoſed, I am ſurpriſed to hear; for as to the Thing to 

© be enquired into, it is very certain, that there was not one 

* Inſtance of Fraud, or of any thing that was illegal, ſo much 


0 ww 


| 


* ſolved to mike another Precedent of ws, e by the 
re Lump, which I hope we ſhall never again have any Occa- 
aſt * fion for; ſo that there is not the leaſt Pretence to ſay, that 
de the Perſons, who might appear to be guilty, were in that 

| * Caſe any way more particularly known than they are in the 
ire * preſent : On the contrary, the Perſons guilty in the preſent 
17 * Caſe, if there are any, are much more particularly pointed 
7; *at: In the preſent Caſe, there could be no inferior Perſons 
1 


| as mentioned: The only Thing propoſed to be enquired into, 

, « was the Diſpoſal of a Sum of Money; and if the Propo- 

a * ſition now made had been only to enquire into the late =_ 

Elec ion of Peers for Scotland, without mentioning any il- | 
- legal Practices, it would have been in this reſpe& no more if 
e * general than that Enquiry; but as it ſtands at preſent, it is | 
e certainly much more particular. Ie . | 

a © Then as to the Perſons, it is very certain, no Man was | 
n ' in that Caſe particularly named or particularly deſcribed ; i 
|, * there were many others, who might have been concerned | 
1 in the Facts beſide the Directors; ſome of their Superiors, | 
of ſome of thoſe who dire*? the Directors; one of the Directors of | 
|. the Nation might perhaps have been found to have been | 
if concerned; and if any Frauds had been diſcovered, it would 
n- * very probably have been found, that ſome inferior Perſons, | 
0 * ſome of the ervants of that Company, had been likewiſe | | 
s, concerned; for Directors ſeldom act without Tools; and it | 
le * would have as probably been found, that ſome of the Di- | 
ur ' re*tors were entirely innocent, unleſs this Houſe had re · 
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concerned, they muſt be Perſons of ſome Rank in the 

t World; ſome of them muſt be Perſons who have a great 

deal more of his Majeſty's Ear than they deſerve, and 
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© a Number of Perſons were concerned in the illegal Prac. 
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tices now complained of, as muſt have been ſuppoſed to 
have been concerned in the Management and Diredlion of 
the South-Sea 2 Affairs; and therefore it muſt be 
granted, that the Perſons Who may, by an Enquiry, be 
found to be guilty, are much more particularly pointed to 
in the preſent Caſe, than they were in the other. 

That parliamentary Enquiries have heen often founded 
on a Petition from the Perſons injured, will not, I am ſure, 


be controverted. The Enquiry into the South-Sea Com- 


pany's Affairs, after the famous Year 1720; the late En- 
quiries into the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation, and 
the 7ork-Buildinzs Company, are ſo many recent Teſtimo- 
nies of this Cuſtom : But, my Lords, was it ever before de- 
fired or inſiſted on, that the Petitioners ſhould give parti- 
cular Inſtances of the Frauds or illegal Practices they com- 
plained of? Was it ever inſiſted on, that they ſhould give 
the Names of the particular Perſons they ſuppoſed to be 
guilty ? No, my Lords, it never was; and ſhall the Peti- 
tioners in the preſent Caſe, becauſe they are Men of as 
high Quality, and as much injured as any that ever pre- 
ſented a Petition to Parliament; becauſe the Injury 

complain of, is of as high and as dangerous a Nature, as 
any that was ever complained of to Parliament; and be- 
cauſe the Practices they complain of, are as generally beliey- 
ed, and as much exclaimed againſt as ever any Practices 
were in this or any other Nation ; ſhall they, I fay, for 
theſe Reaſons be obliged to do more than was ever deſired 
of any Petitioners ? Shall their Petition be rejected, unleſs 
they will ſubject themſelves to the Trouble, the Expence 
and the Danger, of becoming the actual Accuſers of thoſe 
they ſuſpe& to be guilty? _ 1 | 

What is at preſent meant by our own Judgment, or our 


own Opinion, I cannot comprehend ; I hope every one of 


your Lordſhips will vote in this Affair as you do in every 
other, according to your own Judgment, and not according 
to the Judgment or Direction of any other Perſon, either 
without Doors. or within. What ſome Lords may ſuppoſe 
to be neceſſary, towards forming a Judgment of their own 
in the preſent Caſe, I do not ler but I am very ſure 
that in private Life, if a Gentleman ſhould relate a Fad, 
and ſay he had it from ſuch Authority as he could depend 
on, it would not be conſiſtent with common Decency ta 
tell him, I can give no Credit to what you relate; nay, | 
will not ſo much as be at the Pains to enquire into the 
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der, my Lords, what are the Authorities to be given in the 
« preſent Caſe, and the anly Authorities that can be given. 
The noble Lords, the Petitioners, have told us, that they 


© have certain Information of undue and illegal Practices 
made uſe of, towards engaging Peers to vote for a Liſt at . 
- © the laſt Election: The only Authority they can give for 


this Allegation, is the Perſons who told them fo, and thoſe. 
© are the very Perſons they defire to have examined at your 
« Lordſhips Bar: Surely your LON ould not have 
© them to give you that Authority at preſent, you would not 
have them now to give you the Names of their Informers ; 
© that would indeed be a Diſcovery of Evidence, the moſt 
« open that was ever made, and more open than was ever 
« defired from any Plaintiff in this World: This therefore is 
© not ſurely what the noble Lords would have, towards aſ- 
« ſiting them to form a Judgment of their own in the en | 
* Caſe; and yet if this be not what they want, I rea 
© not comprehend what they would have. 
In all Caſes, my Lords, where a parliamentary Enquiry 
© has been petitioned for, the Members never had, nor ever 
« defired any thing towards forming a 1 whether 
the Enquiry was neceſſary or no, but only the Character and 
Credit of the Petitioners, and the Nature of the Caſe, as 
* it was repreſented in the Petition. In the preſent Caſe, 
the Character and Credit of the Petitioners, are as much to 
be depended on, as the Character and Credit of any that 
' ever were Petitioners in either Houſe of Parliament; and 
what they relate is rendered ſtill more probable, by the 
very Nature of the Thing, and by the rience of paſt 


Elections, ever ſince the Union. I have a great Regard 


for the ſixteen noble Lords, who now repreſent the Peer- 


© age of Scotland in this Houſe ; I know they are Noblemen of 


* great Worth, and of as great Families and Properties as any 
* in Scotland: But this is not the Caſe in queſtion; and if we 
look back upon all former Elections in Scotland, we muſt 
think it very ſtrange, that the fixteen Peers choſen, have al- 
ways been of a miniſterial Complexion, almoſt without Ex- 
* ception ; and if the Complexion of any of them altered, 
during the Continuance of the Parliament, we have always 
found them left out at the next Election; nay, upon all 
Changes of Miniſters, we have found the Election of Peers 
in Scotland take a new and a general Turn: This could 
not, in my Opinion, have happened without ſomething of 
© a very extraordinary miniſterial Influence on that Election; 
and this extraordinary Influence cannot be obtained, with- 
* out ſome undue Methods and illegal Practices: Nay, it is 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. natural to ſuppoſe, that if he is not a Man of more Virtie 


© than Miniſters uſually have, a Miniſter will always make 
uſe of the Power and the Favours of the Crown, which are 
at his Diſpoſal, to get ſuch a Set of Peers returned from 
Scotland as he ſhall approve of; fo that from the Nature of 
the Thing, as well as from paſt Experience, we have all 
the Reaſon in the World to believe, there have been ſome 
illegal Practices made uſe of at the laſt Election; and, as 
the Honour of this Houſe, as well as the Preſervation of the 
Conſtitution, is deep!y concerned in preventing ſuch Prac- 
tices, as ſuch Practices cannot be prevented by our ordi- 
nary Courts of Law, an Enquiry into this Affair is now, 
I think, become abſolutely neceſſary.  _ 

* As I have been ſurprized at many Things I have heard. 
in the courſe of our Debates on this Affair, ſo my Lords, 
I am not a little ſurprized at hearing it till inſiſted on, 
that the Petitioners have given us no Inſtances of any il- 
legal Pope nor any Information but what we knew 
before, Could any of your Lordſhips, could any Man 
breathing, ſuppoſe, that Men would have been ſo auda- 
cious as to make uſe of his Majeſty's Name to over-awe 
the Election of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland? Or that 
they would have dared to ſay, that his Majeſty ever in- 
termeddled in Elections, or approved of one Liſt, or of 
one Candidate more than another? Is not this an Inflance 
of the moſt dangerous and the moſt criminal Nature? 
Threats of private Malice or Revenge might have been 
uſed, and even the making of ſuch would have been 2 
high Miſdemeanor; but in Matters of Election, to threaten 


Such a Practice I cannot but ſpeak of with Awe, becauſe: 


of the great Name that was uſed ; but it is a Practice I 


will ſpeak of with Indignation, becauſe of the 2. 
ing's 


Name that was thereby abuſed : 'To make uſe of the 
Name, for ſupporting or recommending a Liſt made up 


by Miniſters, was a moſt abominable and a moſt treaſon+ 


able Practice: His Majeſty's Name ought never to be 


mentioned in any thing, but what is as pure and as in- 


corrupted as the Gold on which his Image is ſtampt; and 


to mix any Braſs, or. any miniſterial Metal, with what 


bears the ſacred Name of Majeſty, is certainly a moſt 


heinous Crime; it is the moſt treaſonable Sort of falſe 


Coining: The Honour and Dignity of this Houſe call upon 


us for an Enquiry ; the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, 
and the general Voice of the People, call upon us for an 
* Enquiry ; the whole Peerage of Scotland, which has been 
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naance ſhews us, that, if we have a due Reſpect for the Anno 8. Geo. II. 

Honour and Safety of the King, which all your Lord- 1734-5. El 
« ſhips certainly have, we muſt immediately enter upon. an — 
Enquir7. | 

| If any undue Influence was made uſe of upon an Elee- 

tion, it was very natural, my Lords, to ſuppoſe- that it 

* chiefly conſiſted in Bribery 3 but could any Man ſuppoſe, 

that the Offices and Employments under the Crown, or 

| © the Munificence of the Crown, which ought only to be 
© the Reward of Virtue and public Service, would have 

. been made uſe of to corrupt Voters at an Election for 

| © Parliament? Or that the Money, the Eſtate of the 
Crown, that which ought to be applied only to the Sup- 
port of the Honour and Dignity of the Royal Family, 

| would have been converted to the Deſtruction of the Con- 

| © ſtitution * This is not only Bribery, but the moſt treaſon- 

a able, the moſt terrible Sort of Bribery. In this reſpect 

ö then, the Petitioners have told us what we did not know, 

] © what none of us could ſuppoſe ; and of this they have 

q 


given us Inſtances in as particular a Manner as it was poſ- 
üble, without a Diſcovery of Evidence, or ſtating them- 
* ſelves as Accuſers of particular Perſons, neither of which 
was ever deſired of thoſe who petitioned for a parlia- 
* mentary Enquiry. | 8 9 

The Grievance now complained of, my Lords, is far | 
from being new or unexpected; even at the Time of the | 
© Union it was apprehended, that the Election of the ſixteen | | 
* Peers for Scotland, would always be under the Direction |, 
* of the Miniſters for the Time being: What has fince hap-' = 
* pened has ſufficiently ſhewn, that thoſe Apprehenſions | | 
were not without Foundation; and if this Petition ſhould” - | | 
be rejected, it may be expected, that the Election of the | 
* ſixteen Peers for Scotland, will ſoon come to be like the 
Election of our Biſbops; a oy d' Elire will iſſue, and | 
* will as punctually be complied with, in the one Caſe as 
in the other. But the Condition of the Peers for Scotland, ' 
will be much worſe than that of the reverend Bench; for 
the reverend Lords the Prelates, have their. Seats in this 
* Houſe for Life, even the King cannot take that Honour 
from them; whereas the Peers for Scotland muſt always 
depend upon the Miniſters, for the Continuance of their 
* deats in this Houſe, and will be ſtript of that Honour as 
* ſoon as the Parliament is diſſolved, if they ever refuſe to 
vote according to miniſterial Direction. n 

A parliamentary Enquiry does nat ſeem to me, my 
Lords, to be attended with any ſuch grievous Conſequences 
. as has been repreſented. It may, tis true, put ſome 
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© the Safety of their Country is, in ſuch Enquiries, gene- 
rally very much concerned, I am ſure it is in this, there- 
fore, that Trouble and Expence ought not, I am perſuz- 
© ded it will not be regarded: And as to the putting the 
Nation in a Ferment, I am ſure in the preſent Caſe, our 
going upon an Enquiry: will put the Nation into no Fer. 
ment; but our refuſing to make any Enquiry, will cer- 
© tainly put the whole Nation, and particularly Scotland, into 
a very great Ferment. We ought to conſider, my Lords, 
the Danger the whole Nation was expoſed to, by a moſt 
unjuſt Rebellion raiſed in that Country againſt his late 
Majeſty; but if the Peerage of that Country ſhould find 
themſelves oppreſſed by a Miniſter, and ſhould find that 
no Juſtice ſhould be expected from this Houſe, it may 
raiſe another Rebellion, or rather an Inſurrection, in that 
Country; and as they would then have Truth and Juſtice 
of their Side, it would naturally procure them the Hearts 
of all the People of England, and, I am afraid, moſt of 
their Hands. + — | 

© If the Petition now before us, my Lords, were a pe. 
tition that regarded only the Rights or Privileges of the 
| Petitioners, their not having complied with your Lord- 
ſhips Order, in the moſt full and ample Manner, might 
perhaps be a Reaſon for your diſmiſſing the Petition; 
but as it regards the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, 
as much as it does the Rights and Privileges ef the Peti- 
. tioners, your Lordſhips ought not, you cannot, I think, 
in Honour diſmiſs the Petition, on account of their not 
having complied fully and exaaly with your Order: On 
the , contrary, you ought, in my Opinion, to retain it, 


that it may ſerve as the Ground-work of an Enquiry ; 


and though you cannot now have from the Petitioners all 
the Information you deſire, you ought, in the carrying 
on of that Enquiry, to take all the Information and 
Aſſiſtance they can and are willing to give you, with 
reſpe& to the Witneſſes it may be proper to examine upon 
that Enquiry. If, by this Method, any illegal Practices 
' ſhould be diſcovered; if, by their Aſſiſtance, any great 
Criminals ſhould be brought to condign Puniſhment, and 
thereby the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe vindicated, 
and the Independency of Parliament ſecured, they will 
highly deſerve, not only your Lordſhips Excuſe, for their 
Non-compliance with your laſt Order, but your Lordſhip 
© Thanks for the Service they have done to their Country; 
© and therefore I hope the noble Lord will wave his Motion, 


© and let us proceed to the appointing a Day to enquire 


c into 
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into the illegal Practices complained of, by the whole Anno 8. Geo. II. 
Nation in general, as well as by the Petitioners in par- 1734-5. 


3 


The Reply was as follows, wiz. 

According to the Method we have lately fallen into, I Reply. 
am afraid, my Lords, we ſhall never be able to come to 
« the End of any Debate. If upon every new Motion in 
„any Affair, Lords ſhall take the Liberty to enter into for- 
© mer Debates, to reſume all the Arguments they have, 
upon former Motions, made uſe of, and find fault with” 
© thoſe Orders and Reſolutions, which have been not only 
* agreed to, but agreed to by a great Majority of this 
« Houſe, this will naturally provoke other Lords to juſtify" 
what they had before given their Conſent to; this may 
probably occaſion a Reply; and at this rate, we ſhall _ 
have the whole Buſineſs of the Seſſion, 71 brought „ 
in and repeated in every new Debate: I hope every one 
of your Lordſhips will confider, what an endleſs, intricate 
Labyrinth this may involve us in, and will therefore keep 
* a little more cloſe to the Queſtion in Hane. 

My Lords, in the preſent Affair your Lordſhips made 
an Order, that the Petitioners ſhould lay before this 
* Houſe, in Writing, Inſtances of thoſe undue Methods 
and illegal Practices upon which they intended to proceed, 
and the Names of the Perſons they ſuſpected to have been 
* guilty of ſuch undue Methods and illegal Practices; and 
for this Purpoſe your Lordſhips gave them ſuch a ſuffici- 
* ent Time, that even they themſelves have not found 
fault with it: This Order they have not complied with, 
* your Lordſhips have already, by a great Majority, reſol- 
* ved, that they have not complied with it; and is not 
the diſmiſſing of their Petition, a natural Conſequence of 
that Diſobedience in them, and of this Reſolution which 
your Lordſhips have already agreed to? I ſhall not, my 
* Lords, enter into a Vindication of that Order, or of that 
Reſolution, becauſe I ſhould thereby fall into that Error, 
which I find fault with in others: But allow me to ſay, 
my Lords, that the Petitioners might have told us who 
it was, or at leaſt, who they ſuſpected it was, that made 
* uſe of the King's Name for inducing any Lord in Scotland 
to vote fora Liſt; and they might have told us, who it 
vas that promiſed or gave Money, or other Reward, for 
voting for a Liſt, without telling us the Names of the 
' Perſons with whom ſuch Arguments were made uſe of: 
Hand this, I am perſuaded, your Lordſhips were fully _ 
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« juſt now come to. ok e | 
As the diſmiſling of the Petition is therefore a natural 
< Conſequence of the Reſolution your Lordſhips have agre 
to, | cannot ſee, my Lords, why it ſnould give any Lord 
cin this Houſe ſo great a Concern ; for tho the Practices 


© complained of, are ſuch as certainly do affect the Honour 


and Dignity of this Houſe, ànd the Independency of Par- 
« liament, if there are any good Grounds to ſuſpect that 
© ſuch Practices were actually made uſe of, your i 

may, notwithſtanding your diſmiſſing the Petition now be. 
© fore you, fall upon many Ways of enquiring into thoſe 
Practices: I believe, I could myſelf propoſe a very pro- 
per Method, for your Lordſhips to enter upon ſuck an En- 
« quiry, if I thought there was a Neceflity for any ſuch. 
The Conſequence therefore of the Practices complained of, 


or the Neceſſity that there may be for enquiring into thoſe 
Practices, can be no Argument againſt our diſmiſſing the 
Petition 4 


beſore us; and in order to act conſiſtentiy 
with the Orders and Reſolutions we have already agreed 
© to, we cannot, in my Opinion, avoid diſmiſſing it, for 
which reaſon I ſhall agree to the Motion the noble Lord 
has been pleaſed to make. „ 


* 


When the Queſtion was juſt goin 10 be put, the 
Earl of Straſfard ſtood up, and - | 


VIS. | 
| Farl of a * My Lords, the Motion now before us, 15 ſo far from be- 

ford's Motion for © ing @ natural Conſequence of the Reſolution agreed to, that 
- farther Time. 


ſpoke to this Effect, 


» 


it is directly contrary to the uſual Method of proceeding in 
this Houſe, and in all the Courts of Juſtice in the World. 


In the whole Courſe of this Affair, your Lordſhips have 


© hitherto gone very much into the Methods of Jefiminfler- 
© Hall, and therefore I hope you will follow them through- 


_ © out the whole of the Affair now before you: In all the Courts 
© below, the firſt Order they make in any Caſe, is ſeldom or 


* ever abſolute and peremptory : If their firſt Order is not 
< complied with, they generally make a ſecond, ſometimes 
© a third, which is called a peremptory Order; but even 


* with reſpect to the moſt 1 Order, if the Party 
who is to comply with it, ſhould make ſome ſort of Com- 


< pliance, but by Miſtake ſhould not comply with it fo full 


© as he ought to do, ſurely the Court would give him an In- 
« dulgence, and would aſſign him a new Day for rectifying 
* that Miltake, eſpecially if he ſhould ſhew to the — 

* ; | 
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| ploſible Reaſon why it was not in ks Power to comply Anno — 


— 


« fully with their Order. 

« This, my Lords, is the Method of proceeding in all the 
« Courts below, and this. is the conſtant Method of proceed- 
ing in this Houſe. | I remember, when this Affair came 
« firit before us, ſome noble Lords were mighty fond of 
making it a Cauſe ; and if we look upon it as a Cauſe, 


the Motion now before us is very far from being a natural 
* Conſequence of the Reſolution agreed to: Do not we, | 


my Lords, in all Appeals,” make an Order for the Re- 


« ſpondent to put in his Anſwer againſt ſuch a Day? But 


the Order is never abſolute and peremptory; if the Re- 
« ſpondent fails to com oe with it, your Lordſhips neyer pro- 
* ceed to hear the Ca te; you always make a new 
Order, for the Reſpondent to put in his Anſwer againſt ſuch 
another Day, which in that Caſe is called a peremptory 
Day; therefore, if your Lordſhips are not ſatisfied with 
the Anſwer already given in by the Petitioners, I hope the 
noble Lord will wave the Motion he has made, and a 

© to that I now make you, which is, To adjourn the _ 


„ fideration of this Petition to this Day ſeven- night, and 
to order that the Petitioners may, againſt that Day, put 


' in a farther Anſwer to your Lordſhip's laſt Order, 


But the former Motion being inſiſted on, the Queſtion was 
put upon it, which on a Diviſion was — . "OE 99 to 52, 
Proxies included. | | 


After which the Petition v was, by the Forms of proceding par Petition 2. 


in that Houſe, of courſe rejected. 


Upon the Motion's being agreed to, for Aung the Pe; proteſt thereon 
titon, the following Proteſt was entered upon the Journals of * 


the Houſe, vix. 
Diſentient. 
Semerſet, | Taceafter, Maynard. 
Ecauſe, though the Lords Petitioners have not literat- 
ly _ lied with the Order, according to the Senſe 
of the H 2 they have laid before us Facts, that are 
of ſo 2 2 Nature in themſelves, and ſo dan 
in their Conſequence to the Nation in al, and to this 
Houſe in particular, that we think a due Regard to the 
Safety of the one, and the Honour of the other, required 


the ſtricteſt Examination, 
17345. Fff 2. T 


_ 


— 


8 ( 426 8 


n A Geo. . 2. For hen we conſider the firſt 1 - 
58 422734*5- of the Lords Petitioners, dix. That the Liſt of Aixtetn i 
1 3 © Peers for Scotland had been framed by Perſons in high _ 
| Fruſt under the Crown, long previous to the Elechen f. * 
© ſelf, and that this Liſt was ſhewn to Peers as a Lift ap- by 
proved of by the Crown, and was ealled the & 125 Pe 
We are filled with Indignatioh, to ſee that t * 
decently blended with the Humour of Miniſters, abd 

faned * -proſtituted to the worſt Purpoſes 27. | 

that muſt. neceſſarily. tend to the Subverſion, of Dur: Con- 
ſtitution, which we know-it is bis Majeſty's Glory and De. | 
fire to preſerve. Such a criminal Attempt to teen, er T 
facilitate a miniſterial Nomination, by Interpoſition 4 
- (equally falſe and illegal) of his Majeſty's Name, calls, in «( 
our Opinion, not only for the ſtricteſt Enquiry, and the ſe- ” 
vexeſt 8 upon the Authors of the Fact, if it be 32 
8 e Aſſerters of it, if it be not; but is in otr T 
Opinion, 2 Way to be dropt unexamined and uninquired T 
5 into; ſuch a Precedent may, in future Times, encourage TP 
Ip | the worlt of Minſters to load with his Guilt the beſt bf C 
1 | Princes; the borrowed Name of his Sovereign may at onde do 
= + hecome his Weapon and his Shield, and the Conſtitution * 
We its Danger, and he his Defence, to the Abuſe of liy T 
on Prince's N — after a long Abuſe of oy e | ly 
i | 3. Becauſe e: the following Inſtances, = vix. | 4 
8 * 'That Endeavors were uſed to engage Peers to vote fr ll © 
| > Þ © this Liſt, by Promiſe of Penſion and Offices, "Civil-and M 15 
1 Y Military, to themſelves and near Relations, and by aQual M 


_ © Promiſe and Offers of Sums of Money. 
G That sums of Money were actually given to or for 
- .* the Uſe of ſome Peers, to engage them to concur in. voting 

jj for this Liſt. 2 

That annual Penſions were promiſed to be paid to 
© if they concurred in the voting for this Liſt ; ſome _ 
© to be on a regular Eſtabliſhment, and others to be paid 
* without any Eſtabliſhment at all. 

* That, about the Time of this Election, nngbin of 
Far Penſions, Offices (of which ſeveral were nominal) and Re- 
leaſes of Debts owing to the Crown, were granted to Peen 
who concurred in voting for this Liſt, and to their near 
Relations, ſeem in the higheſt Degree to affect the 
Honour and Pignity of this Houſe; ſince untainted 
Streams can hardly be expected to flow from a cor 
rupted Source: And if the 1 Election of ſixteen Peers\for 
Scotland, ſhould ever, by the foul Arts of Corruption, dwinlle 
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Rank, greateſt Merit, and moſt conſiderable Pr 

may expect, in future Parliaments, to ſee ſuch only retur 

who, owing, their Election to the Nomination of the Mini- 
fer, may purchaſe the Continuance of their precarious Seats, 
by 2 fatal and unanimous Submiſſion to his Dictates: Such 
Perſons can never he i * e Conduct, ſhould 
erer be brought in this great Tribunal. 


4 Beczuſe the laſt kues mentioned, wit. 


| © That, on. the\Day of the Rechen. r 
eſty s Forces was drawn up in the Abbey Court at Edin- 
20. and three Companies of  weremarched from Leith 
a 1 lace of one Mile's diſtance) 50 join the reſt of the Rat- 
' talion, and kept pear Arms from nine in the E till 
' nine at Night, hem the Eleczion was Ended contrary to 
Cuſtom at Ele ions, and without any: afion, 
* that your Petitioners: could foreſee, other thay: the ay; 
* awing of the Electibn we apptehend to be of the higheſt 
Conſequence both to our Liberties in general, and the 
dom of Elections in particular; fince, whatever may 5 
been the Pretence, whatever App! enfions of Difotders or 
Tumults may have been alledged in this Caſe, may be equal- 
ly alledged on future Occaſions; ' 7: eſpecially as we have a 
Number of regular Forces abundantly ſufficient to anſwer” 
ſuch Calls: And we " apprehend, that the Employment aſ- 
ſigned to this Battalion, will give great Diftruſt and Uneaſi 
neſs to many of his Majeſty's Subjects, Who will fear what 
Uſe may be made of the reſt of that Feen, of | 
ene this Nation. : | 


5. Pecaiifs: we.coneeive,, that fach Sivan N 
Petition that contained an Information of Matters of ſo 1 
Importance, and figned hy Peers of ſuck Rank, Honour and 
Veracity, "muſt, in N LOOP; At * 
of the like Nature. AN zn 3 Fro g . 


6. Tho! all Lords declared their Defigh of agg lats 
the Bottom of theſe important Facts, arid tho? we ſhould ac 
know lege ourſelves to be perſuaded that it was their real In- 
tention, we very much doubt Whether the World will judge 
with the ſame Candour, and not rather impute this Diſmiſſion 
of the Petition, to an Unwillingneſs i in this Houſe to enquire 
into Facts that are in their Nature ſo injurious to the Crown, 
ſo deſtructive of the Honour of 3 and ſo 3 


to the whole Frame of our ha tation 
Fiir wan zee 
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Anno 8. Geo. Is . 4 8 ie 
2734-5. Scarſdale, Bruce, Bolton Warrington, Bedford, hut. 
—— Fil, Shafteſbury, Chefterfitld, Craven, nm 


Foley, Strafford, Abingdon, Boyle, T. Thane, Bark. 
ire, Aylesford, De Hunting Mahhen, 
Graham, Litchfield, Beaufort, Dk 855 3 
Bridgwater, Angleſe) , . How fam, 
ampton, Macclesfield. _ | _ | 


Far! of 4bing. The Houſe having been flent for ſome little Time aber 
n's Motion for this Diviſion; at laſt, the Earl of Abingdon ſtood up, and 
an 1 faid in Subſtance, That the Affair they had been upon, \ 

© a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, that he thought it 

© not to be entirely dropt: That in their former Debate, n 
noble Lord, 0 was for diſmiſſin 5 the Petition, had told 
them, that tho“ the Petition ſhould be diſmiſſed, he could 
put them in a Way of enquiring into the illegal Practices 
complained of; and therefore he hoped that noble Lord 
would ſtand up, and propoſe ſome Method for hes. 
ing upon an Enquiry i that Ai, > I 


Earl of Ly. 1 the Earl of Ae Rood vp, and | poke o. 


My Lords, I believe the noble Lord has miſapprehendl 
© what I had ſaid in the former Debate; for I not ſay, 

© nor could mean to ſay, that I would put your Lo 
into a Method of enquiring into all the illegal Prafticn 
© complained of, becauſe I never did, nor do yet believe, 
© that there ever were any ſuch Practices made uſe of, ex · 
© cept as to the Regiment, which is ſaid to have been kept 
© under Arms during the Time of the Election; that I be- 
© lieve there may be ſome Truth in. That, as I have faid 
© before, I wiſh your Lordſhips would enquire into Jo and if 
you have a Mind to enter into any ſuch Enqu 
© I may be able to contrive ſome proper Me g 2 that 
* Purpoſe ; but as I have not yet turned much 'of my 
Thoughts that Way, I cannot ſay that Tam juſt now prepar- 
. 2 to offer any thing even upon that Head to your Land- 
Conſideration, nor do I think it abſolutly —_— 

Mons done this Night.” 


2 4 4 6 


Then che Earl of 45; . flood 2 We in 
— be ay ace d nn heks 


= Pamphlet My Lords, ſince the noble Lord who ſpoke lat, has de 
might be read. + clined to offer any Method to your Lordſhips Conſideration, 
give me leave to offer ſomething, which will === 

o 
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; 


* 


( 429") 3 
« bring. you into a Method ee e uiry into the Anno fl. Geo, IL, | 


Affair you have had before you. I have, my Lords, in 


© my Hand, a printed Paper, a fort of a Pamphlet, at leaſt, ' 


I] bought it ata Pamphlet-ſhop, where it was publicly ſold, 
© and it is entitled, The Prote/ts of a great Number of noble 
© Lords, entered by them at the laſt Eleftion of Peers for Scot- 
land: Whether or no there were any ſuch Proteſts, then 
© entered, is what I cannot pretend to inform your Lordſhips 
© of; but if there were any ſuch, it is incumbent upon your 
e 2 to enquire into the Practices there complained 
« of, and if | 

* nity offered to the Peers of Scotland, whoſe Names are 
pretended to be put to them; it is an Indignity offered to 
© the ſixteen Peers of Scotland now in this Houſe, to publiſh 
© any ſuch Forgery ; therefore the Publiſhers ought to be en- 
* quired into, and ought to be brought under the Cenſure 
« of this Houſe 3 for which Reaſon I defire, my Lords, that 
this printed Paper, or Pamphlet may be read. 


no ſuch Proteſts were entered, it is an Indig - 


1734*5*, 


The Earl of Scarborough ſaid, He thought it was ſome- Earl of Scarb- 
thing very extraordinary, to deſire a Pamphlet to be read % . 


« at their Lordſhips Table: It was at all Times below the 
© Dignity of that Houſe, to have a Pamphlet read at their 
Table; but to defire any ſuch thing when it was ſo late, 
© was ſtill more improper, therefore he hoped their Lordſhips 
* would adjourn,” e N 


My Lords, it is ſo far from being below the Dignity 
* of this Houſe, to have a Pamphlet read at your Table, 
* that it is not only an uſual Practice, but it is a Right that 
every Lord has, and may infiſt on. It is a common Prac- 
* tice, my Lords, when any Lord of this Houſe thinks, that 
* his own Honour, the Honour of this Houſe, or the Ho- 
* nour of any Peer of Great Britain is reflected on, by any 
Pamphlet that has been publiſhed, to make his Complaint 


© to the Houſe, and he has a Right to have what he com- 


l — of, read at your Table. Upon ſuch Occaſions, I 
* know it is uſual, to point out the particular Paragraphs, 
© or Sentences, in the Pamphlet complained of, and to deſire 
* that they only may be read at the 'Table ; but in the Pam- 
* phlet I now complain of, every Paragraph is worthy of 


* your Lordſhips Conſideration, and as it is but ſhort, as it 


will take up but a very few Minutes of your Lordſhips 
Time, I defire the whole may be read.” War 


Scots Peers 


| mightbe read. . Pamphigz whith-has-been-diſperſedoverthe” 


0 8 » | | 
of Lylesford ſpoke next in Favour of the Modus 3 


$736+ 5 _ r Lords ſtill inſiſting, tat « Pope oi 
Ae at e Ae gt n Kood up 
Eat 94 and ſpoke thus, vir. 1 


„My Lords,” FER” * # 


* 4 Taki "4; * 


W as 3 Babes 


| Hur « 
Hain; to have a printed Paper Radiat" air Table, Adel ofer 
Proteſts of the © you one in Writings") Lc your :Lordſtiips, 


< ſuch Proteſts, a are; mentioned in inted:P; 


” 


5 m, Watte aktualhys entered upon the 
eddie of Peers for Scotland, and were iigned 
Nunbe . the Peers of that Kingdom Of Fr 
; Lee : now in my Hand an authentic Copy 
Alen From the Regiſter or Journal of — gy — 
„ e principal Clerks, and witneſſef by»two 
den, who are now In the Lobby 2 
"#4 to. declart upon at your. Lordſhip's Bar, that — 
e r 
Gan = bal e reading at your 's Table, I hope, 
4 21 Pia not think below the Dignity of this 3 
2 f k it inconfitent with the Honour of this Tage 
* Near Ti * 
Cloci at A 5 


vt 
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Hebe Veer of: Scatlend being met at :che Borough- Room i 


we to chuſe Perſons to t. them in the euſu 
3 the Night Honourable the Earl of A en 
N che following” Frateſt Previous to the Election, o. 


The Proteft of N he A eee «Battalion of Foot ab eo 
Under Arms, in the Place called the Abbey 'Chſe, and ther- 


the Earl of 
- Marr ring continges under Arms; and, whereas by the Law. and com 
er tant Prabtig in all Britain, none of the ſtanding: Forces eaſ 
lawfully: Cee i in any Town, or Place, ox in ther Neeigk 

| bourhood thereof, during the Time of an Elec 

Toe ay liament, in that T. Place; and that tiſt Mew aviys 
. M Election of ſixteen Peers for Scotland, then Kigzs Fora 
1 Br Farch'd out of the Suburbs,” and near Ne urkood of the 
n of Edinburgh, and * not return til W 


4 . 
* vx : 
; * W 
A* 0 
3 
* 


eee 
1 

mY ER 
— 
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were over} — * ale ad a, who ſhall Ae 2 * 


adhere to this my Proteſtation, that the drawing up and Con- 7 
tinuanCe of the aid Battalioh under Arms in the ABbey- 9/7 
or any other Place, in the Suburbs, or near Neighbourhood. 


of Edinburgh during this Election 'of fixteen Peers of Scots 
land, to fit and vote in the enſuing Parliament, is illegal, 1 ö 
and plainly tending to over-awe, diſquiet, and forcibly overs. 1 
rule the ſaid Election; and I, for myſelf, and others fore- 2M 
fid, proteſt a * all the Conſequences, which the ſaid jl- 


leg al Fat ha ſhall have, and for obtaining Redrem 3 
fs in proper Time and Place; and that this lection 18 E 4 
and ſhall be conſtrued not to be free, bat to be over-aw 1 3 


ud over-rul'd Wegally. . + N W * * ne 4 | 
other Teer IO . 4 


Proteſts were likewiſe entered againſt aer Perfom Ali = 
ing a Right to vote at this Election; and two here, by” 
the Dukes of Hamilton and Qucentbury, to fave mr Titles 1 
3 Peers of England. After which the followir a 
Proteſt was entered 25 his Grace the Duke o Ke, 
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edlen, l have not all of them been left at Liberty to hers | 
a free Choice of ſuch Peers as they ſhall judge moſt proper to = 2 
repreſent the Peerage of Scotland; boe that a. Liſt of the 3 2 
fixteen Peers hath been named by the Miniſter, and ſent 
down by his Agent; and that, what I apprehend to be; un- 
due Influence hath been uſed with many of the Peers of 
Scotland, to en them to vote for the ſaid Liſt ; and more 
particularly, that I have Ground to believe the ſaid Liſt 
conſiſts of * ſixteen noble Lords afternamed, for whom 1 
have perſonally the greateſt Honour and Reſpect, to wit, 
his Grace the e of Athol, his Grace the Duke of Buc- 
deuzh, the Marquis of Lothian, the Earls of 'Crazufird, Sx- 
therland, - Morton, Loudon, Finlater, Selkirk, Belcarras, Dun- 
more, Orkney, Pas, Hopeton, Na, and Lord Cathcart 5 ; 
therefore I do proteſt, that in caſe it ſhall appear „in the 
Courſe of this Election, that the Lili voted 35, and hath 
been, a Liſt ſo named by the Minifter, —2 that undue 
Means have been uſed to Pans the Peers, who are to vote a 
at this Election, or any Number of them; to vote for ſuch Wo 
Liſt, by Promiſe or Grant of-Place, Penſion, or Reward, 
to themſelves | or their near Relations, or by Threatenings 08.4.” 
being removed from Offices, or of any other Kind whagig 


MF „ | 
Anno 8. Geo. II. erer; chat ſuch Election ſhall be held as illegal, contrary t 
F  - 378-5 the Freed m of Elections, and therefore void. And 0 
5 hereby proteſt, that I ſhall be at Liberty farther to diſſent 
from ſuch Election, if made, and to renew my Proteſt, and 
to offer my Reaſons and Objections againſt the ſame, in a h 
more particular Manner. "AMR NC - 
Hamilton, Queensberry, Montroſe, Roxburgh, Tad. 8 
dale, Rothes, Buchan, Strathmore, Haddington, Kin- a 
cardine, Aberdeen, Dundonald, Marchmont, Stair, N 
| © Glaſgow, Roſeberrie, Salton, Elphinſlone, Napier, C 
ao wy Blantyre. | e 
2 ; ; e a | bits I 
The Lord E/þhin/one not only ſign'd the foregoing Proteſ, e 
but corroborated the Motives to it by a particular Declarati- 
* on, relating to himſelf, in the following Words, wis.. - : 
The particular I Charlts Lord Ehhinflone do hereby adhere to the Protet Wl © 
Proteſt of Lord entered by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton, concerning un 10 
. Elpbinfiont, due Influence uſed by People in Power, for this Election of t 
1 fl xteen Peers to it and vote in the enſuing Parliament. And 5 
| I do it for this Reaſon, that they have attempted ſuch un- b 
9 3 due Influences upon myſelf; which Attempts I withſtood, b 
= and * — 8 : . hs : 
2 . At Edinburgh, the 4th Day of June, 1734, at 
L Election of the ſixteen Peers — Py * a 
I | oh ELPHINSTONE, , 
5 The Earl of Ro/eberrie adher'd to his Grace the Duke af 
, Hamilton's Proteſt, for the ſame Reaſon, declaring that it a 
3 was every way his own Caſe. 1 7 
Then came on the Election, and the Liſt before-mention il * 
ed being voted to a Man, his Grace the Duke of Qn ill | 
ö berry entered the following Proteſt, viz. 1 
Proteft entered I, in my own Name, and in the Name of ſuch of the ; 
the Duke of Peers of Sco!land as ſhall adhere to me, do proteſt, that the 
7 fry pretended Election of his Grace the Duke of tho}, I f 
* Grace the Duke of Buccleugh, &c. to repreſent the Peeng | 
of Scotland, is void and null for theſe, among other Res- l 
ſons. 
8 1. That it appears from the ſeveral Cireumſtances which 5 
| have preceded and attended this Election, that this Lift hath x 
been named by the Miniſter, and ſent down by his Agent, f 


. without Regard to the real Opinion and Sentiments of 
Peers; and that ſeveral of them have been ty'd down either 
er A 
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to give their Votes for this Liſt, or to incur the Diſpleaſi Anno$. Geo, II. 


of the Miniſter. 


2. That, for many Months paſt, very undue Influence 
hath been uſed (as I have Ground to believe, from what 
hath already paſſed at 2 and I hope in proper 
Time to make farther appear) with many of the Peers of 
Scotland, to engage or intimidate them to vote for this Liſt, 
at leaſt ſuch Liſt as ſhould be put into their Hands, by Pro- 
miſe or Grant of Money, Places, Penſions, or Preferments, 
civil or military, to themſelves or their near Relations; or 
by Threatenings of removing them, or their near Relations, 
from Offices they enjoyed; or other Promiſes, or Threat- 
enings, equally inconſiſtent with the Freedom of Elections. 

. „ TOS» oh | | 


3. That I am rather induced to believe that ſuch undue 
Influence hath been uſed, becauſe of the many. notorious In- 
ſtances, that have occurr'd of undue Practices, with reſpe& 
to the Elections of the Commoners, by Promiſe or Grant of 
Places, civil or military, and Offers of Grants of great 
dums of Money, to influence Voters, both in Counties and 
Burgas, ſuch as hath not been heard of at any Time before, 
by known Agents of the Miniſter; and Liberties that have 
been taken by Returning Officers, in open Violation of the 
Laws; the 8 of which muſt be too plain, as 
tending entirely to the Deſtruction of the Freedom of Electi- 
ons, the Ruin of our Conſtitution, the ſapping the very 
Foundation of Parliaments, and rendering — intirely de» 
2 not only upon the Crown, but every aſſuming 

iniſter. | | . ee 
For theſe Reaſons I do proteſt, that the preſent pretended 
Election of the aforeſaid ſixteen Peers, to wit, his Grace the 
Duke of -Athol,, his Grace the Duke of Buccleugb, &c. is 
void ; and thatlihe Election of ſuch fixteen Peers as have 
the greateſt Number of Votes, ' ſetting aſide the above Liſt 
named by the Miniſter, is the only fair and free Election, 
and they alone are entitled to repreſent the Peerage of Scot- 
land in the enſuing Parliament. And I do proteſt, for my 
part, that I have given my Vote for th LR. for which 1 
have voted, in Conſequence of my free Choice, without any 
undue Influence uſed upon me; and that I have endeavoured 
to uſe no undue Influence upon any Peer whatſoever to con» 
cur with me in that Choice; and I require you, Mr. James 
Fu/ice and Mr. Jon Murray, Clerks of Seſſion officiating at 
the ſaid Election, to extract from the Minutes of Election, 
and deliver to me a Certificate of ſuch ſixteen Peers as hav 
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Motion to ad- 
journ carried. 


Proteſt thereon. 


named by the Miniſter. 
—_ kgs &c. as in 5 preceding Po 


When the Earl of Kincardine fign'd this Proteſt, + re- 
ſerv'd to himſelf a Power of making any farther Declarati. 
ons of Matters within his own Knowledge, when called 1. 

on by any proper Court, or Authority. f | 


V. B. The Liſt on which the Minority fell was as allows, 
viz. Duke of Hamilton, Duke of Montroſe, Duke of 
Queenſberry, Duke of Roxburgh, Marquis of Tweeddak, 

Earl of Stair, Earl of 222 Earl of Rothes, Earl 
of Haddington, Earl of Caithneſs, Earl of Buchan, Earl 
of Aberdeen, Earl of Dundonald, Earl of n 5 
of Glaſgow, and Lord E pbinſtone. | 


Upon the Iſſne of the Debate, it was moved t to adjoum, 


and the Motion being inſiſted on, the Queſtion was put, which 


was carried in the Affirmative, by 73 to 39. 


Whereupon the following Proteſt was | entered ren th 
Jonny VIZ. 


Diſſentient. | 

Ecauſe we can by n no means dad it Ge a "A 

Honour of the Houſe to adjourn, without appointing 
2 Day (as was propoſed) to conſider of a Matter, allowed u- 
niverſally to be of the higheſt Importance: And we have 
Reaſon to apprehend, that Poſterity, upon the Peruſal of 
the Journal of this Day, may be.induced to think, that this 
Houſe was not inclined to permit the Tranſactions of the 
late Election in Scotland to be brought und Examination, 
in any Shape whatſoever ; the Method propoſed being, 2 
we conceive, clear of all the Objections which were made, 
in relation to the Petition. : 


Scarſdale, Hen, Bolton, W arrington, Bedfard, & uffolk 
Strafford, Abingdon, Boyle, Thanet, Shaftsbury, 
Berkſhire, Aylesford, Cover, Litchfield, Beaufart, 
Denbigh, Cobham, Bridgwater, Angleſey, Batharf, 

Hlavenſbam, Cheſterfield, Huntingdon, Craven, Ma- 
foam, Northampton, Coventry, Grahame, Maccks: 
field, Foley, Maynard. | 


0 


g nne 
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N — the 6th of March, a Motion was made in 1734-8. 
the Houſe of Lords; That an humble Addreſs ſhould - — nd 

© be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly Motion for In- 

« pleaſed to give Direction, that the ſeveral Inſtructions to 3 to his 

Mr. Woodtvard, his Majeſty's Miniſter in Poland, in the > gy 2 

© Year 1729, ſhould be laid before the Houſe.” 152 . 


The Argument for it was to this Effect, vin. 

My Lords; as we are; many us; by our Birth, and all of Debate thereon, 
© us,” by thoſe Honours which our Kings have conferred up- 
© on us or our Anceſtors; not only entitled, but obliged to 
give his Majeſty our beſt and moſt fincere Advice, in all ar- 
duous Affairs; one of the chief Ends of our meeting in this 
Houſe, is to conſider the State of the Nation, both with 
reſpect to foreign and domeſtic Affairs, in order to give our 
King, upon every conſiderable Emergency, that Council 
which we think may tend moſt to his Glory and the Inte- 
© reſt of the Nation; for which End it is neceſſary for us to 
© have all thoſe Treaties, Negotiations, and other Papers 
aid before us, which may be neceſſary for our Information 
in any Affair, in which it may be incumbent on us to give 
* our Advice; and for this Reaſon, it has always been the 
« Cuſtom and the Right of this Houſe, to call for all ſuch 
Papers, and to conſider them deliberately, before we ever 
offered to give our Advice to the Crown. FERENT | 

I believe, my Lords, it will be granted, that, with re- 
© ſpe& to our Foreign Affairs, there never was a more criti- 
cal Conjuncture than the preſent ; there never was a Con- 
juncture when it was more neceſſary for us to conſider the 
state we are in, or more incumbent upon us to offer our 
* beſt and our ſincereſt Advice to our Sovereign; nor was 
there ever a Conjuncture, When the King could ſtand more 
© in need of honeſt and upright Council: The Eyes of all 
Europe are now fixed upon the Behaviour of Great Britain; 
and by our Behaviour in the preſent Conjuncture, both the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, nay even the Liberties 
* of Europe, may be either ſacrificed or preſerved. In ſuch a 
Conjuncture, can we perform our Duty to our Country or 
* our King; can we anſwer one of the chief Ends of our 
meeting in this Houſe 3 without examining into the State of 
* our foreign Affairs, and offering our moſt deliberate Advice 
to our Sovereign? Upon ſuch an Occaſion, we are not to 

wait till his Majeſty ſhall be prompted, by thoſe about him, 
* to aſk our Advice; becauſe, if by them he has been mif- 
led in any former Steps, we may depend on it, they will 
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Anno. Geo. II. endeavour, as much as they can, to divert his Majeſty from 


applying to Parliament for Council, when they are certain 


« that by ſuch an Application their Conduct would come to be 


© examined into and highly cenſured: No, my Lords, this 
© Houle is his Majeſty's higheſt and moſt natural Council; 
ve are in Duty bound to give him our Advice upon eve 
important Emergency; and, upon an Emergency of f 
Importance as the preſent, his Majeſty's having made no 
Application to this Houſe for Advice, is, with me, a 
Argument, that he has been miſled, in ſome late Meaſures, 
© by thoſe-about him; and that, by them, he is diverted 
from applying where he is always ſure to meet with honeſt 
and upright Council; and therefore I muſt think, we have 
© the greater Reaſon to enquire into the preſent State of our 
Affairs, and offer that Advice which ſhall appear the moſt 
© conſonant to our preſent Circumſtances. 7 
This Conſideration, my Lords, makes it the more neceſ- 
ſary for us ſpeedily to offer his Majeſty our Advice, upon 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe 3- and, as in this 
we cannot pretend to give any Advice, without being fully 
informed as to the Sources and Cauſes of the preſent War; 
it is therefore abſolutely neceſſary to have laid before us, 
all the Papers relating to our late foreign T'ranſaRtions. 
Among the many foreign Tranſactions we have been lately 
engaged in, thoſe relating to Poland are, at preſent, the 
moſt neceſſary for us to enquire into; becauſe the late 
Tranſactions in that Kingdom are ſaid to have been the 
ſole Cauſe of the preſent War ; therefore it is impoſſible 
for us to give any Advice, about the preſent Poſture of Af- 
fairs in Europe, without examining whether we had 2 
and what Share in thoſe Tranſactions; and, as in the Vear 
1729, the late King of Poland was dangerouſly-ill of the 
Diſtemper, of which he afterwards died; as every one 
even then judged his Life could not be of any long Conti- 
nuance; and as every one likewiſe judged, that his Death 
might very probably produce a Combuſtion in Funape it 
is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Meaſures for the Elec- 
tion of a future King were then begun to be concerted : 
Therefore I think we ought to know, whether we had 
any Share in thoſe Meaſures, before we offer any Advice 
to his Majeſty, upon the preſent Poſture of Aﬀaiys z for 
which Reaſon I ſhall beg leave to make as modeſt a De- 
mand as can well be made in the preſent ConjunRure, 
which is, That an humble Addreſs, &c.* (as before · men- 
tioned ) | vs *; „„ 
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To this it was anſwered in-Subſtance as follows, US, 
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My Lords, I ſhall agree with the noble Lord, that this Anno 8. Geo. it, 


Houſe has a Right to call for any Papers that may be ne- 
« ceflary for our Information, with reſpect to any Affair we 
« zre, or ought, to enquire into; but, to the Honour of 
« this Houſe, my Lords, I muſt add, that That Right has 
« been always hitherto uſed with great Prudence and Cau> 
« tion: We have never yet called for any Papers, by which 
the Secrets of the Government might be any way divulg- 
« ed, or the Affairs of the Nation mag yo into any Diſtreſs 
Upon the preſent Occaſion, my Lords, if his Majeſty 
had found it neceſſary to apply to this Houſe for Advice, 
he would certainly have done ſo ; and he has too much 
penetration, to allow himſelf to be diverted by thoſe about 
him, from doing what may be neceſſary upon any Emer- 
* gency, either for his own' Glory, or the Intereſt of his 
people: But from what his Majeſty has told us from the 
Throne, we may eaſily ſee the Reaſon why he has not as 
yet made any ſuch Application: His Majeſty has told us, 
that he was no way engaged in any of thoſe Meaſures which 
* gave occaſion to the preſent War; and conſequently he can 
© have no manner of Concern in it, unleſs ſome of the Par- 
© ties engaged ſhould begin to puſh their Conqueſts, or their 
Views, farther than is ; conſiſtent with the Preſervation 
* of the Balance of Power in Europe: Whenever this hap- 
* pens, it will become neceſſary. for this Nation to interfere ; 
© and in any ſuch Event, we need not doubt but his Majeſty 
© will take all proper Methods to have the beſt Advice; but 
* as any ſuch Event muſt neceſſarily involve this Nation in 
* great Danger and great Expence, therefore his Majeſty is 
now purſuing that which will redound moſt to his own 
Glory, and to the Safety and Advantage of the Nation; 
© he is endeavouring to put an End to the War by a ſolid 
* and laſting Peace: And as he is now acting the Part of 
© Mediator, between the two contending Parties; as he has 
already offered to them a Plan of an Accommodation; it is 
© neceſſary for him to keep. in as good Terms as poſlible with 
all the Parties engaged, till he ſhall ſee what may be the 
Event of that Plan. | 
Though I do not know, my Lords, nor do believe, that 


© any of the Powers: now engaged in War, can have juſt Rea- 


© ſon to be diſpleaſed with the Part this Nation acted, with 
* reſpe& to the Affairs in Poland in the Year 1729; yet if 
© all the Inſtructions and Letters ſent to our Miniſter in Po- 
* land at that time, and all his Letters from. thence, ſhould 
© be made public, I do not know but ſome one or ather of 
© the Powers now engaged in War, may find fault with ſome 
ol them; which would, of courſe, very much ne 
p 2 7 ” 
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rope, and, thereby, preventing this Nation's being involyed 
in a dangerous and expenſive War; if not render them al- 
together ineffectual. I hope the Inſtructions and the Letter 
© now moved for, were as wiſely drawn up, and à8 cy. 
* tiouſly worded, as it was at that Time poſitble ; but it was 
impoſſible to foreſee all the various Events which have fince 


> 6 happened 3; and had theſe Inſtructions been drawn'up by the 


wiſeſt Miniſters that ever were in this Nation, or in any 
Nation, it is not to be ſuppoſed, but that there may be 
© ſome Expreſſions in them, which may diſoblige ſome of 
© the contending Powers; or may, at leaſt, render ſome of 
them jealous and ſuſpicious of his Majeſty's: Impartiality 
mat preſent ; which, of CS may very probably 
« diſappoint thoſe Meaſures his Majeſty has now "concerted 
for reſtoring the 'Tranquillity, and preſerving the Balance 
of Power in Europe. L h „ pI 
© With regard, my Lords, to the TranſaQtions in Poland in 
© the Year 1729, we muſt ſuppoſe that our Miniſter had In- 
© ſtructions to favour the Party for Staniſlaus, or the Party for 
© the then Electoral Prince of Saxony, or that his Inſtruc- 
© tions were to favour neither of the Parties that then began 
© to appear in Poland; but to watch the Motions and Mea. 
© ſures of each of them, without declaring on' one Side or 
© the other. If his Inſtructions were to favour the Party for 
« Staniſlaus, the publiſhing of them would then certainly 
« diſoblige all thoſe who are now engaged to ſupport'the 
Election of the preſent Elector of Saxony ; and if his In- 
* ſtructions were to favour the then Electoral Prince, now 
Elector of Saxony, the publiſhing of them would, in the 
« preſent Conjnncture, as certainly diſoblige all thoſe, who 
are now engaged to ſupport the Election of Stani/iaus #In 
« either of which Caſes, a Jealouſy would be raiſed againſt 
© his Majeſty, which would probably diſappoint the Plan 
© lately concerted for an Accommodation. „e 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that the Inſtructions given to our 
< Miniſter then in Poland, were to act an exact neutral Part; 
yet we cannot well ſuppoſe them ſo, cautiouſly penned, but 
that one Side or other may take Exceptions to them; "which 
would diminiſh in ſome one or other of the Parties now en- 
« gaged in the War, that Confidence which they at preſent 
< repoſe in his Majeſty, and which it is neceſſary to keep up, 
© in order to render his Majeſty's Mediation ſucceſsful: And 
© if we could ſuppoſe them ſo cautiouſly penned, as not to 
give the leaſt Offence ; upon ſuch a Suppoſition it muſt be 
granted, that we can expect no Information from them, 


* in relation to the preſent War: We cannot from thence 
5 diſcover 
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* which may be very different from thoſe publicly aſſigned; 


' and, if the whole Truth were known, I am apt to believe it 


would appear, that the late Tranſactions in Poland, were 
* none of the Cauſes of the preſent War, or, at leaſt, that 
they contributed but a very little towards it, by being a 
' (art ; of Cloak for covering thoſe Deſigns, which were the 
* real Motives of the War. Thus, my Lords, the making 
public thoſe Inſtructions and Papers which are now called 


for, muſt be af great Prejudice to his Majeſty's. Affairs, in 


' every ſuppoſable Caſe but one; and in that one Caſe they 


can be af no Service, nor afford any Lights to this Houſe, 
vich reſpect to what your Lordſhips dehre to be informed 


about: For this Reaſon, I think it is not only quite unne- 
' ceſſary, bũt very impropen to preſent to his Majeſty any 
ſuch Addreſs as has been propoſed; becauſe, though the 
particular Tranſactions, then carried on in Poland, are now 
at an End, yet the Conſequences of them are fo far from 


being at an End, tft they are now pretended to be the 


* Caule, and the chief Motive for entering into the preſent 
War againſt the Emperor; and therefore I ſhall be againſt 


calling for, or publiſhing any Papers, which may, in the 


* l:aft, relate to thoſe TranſaQtions and Negotiations naw 
* upon the Anvil in Europe” | 


The Reply was to the following Effect, wa 2 


My Lords, there is no Lord in this Houſe, nor any z 


Man in the Kingdom, who has a greater Regard for his 
* Majeſty, or a better Opinion of his Majeſty's Wiſdom and 
penetration than I have; but my Duty iq his Ma,efty, as 
a Member of this Houſe, obliges me to offer my beſt and 
* moſt ſincere Advice in any Affair, which I look upon as 
an Affair of Importance; and my Duty to my King, as 
well as my own Honour, forbid me to offer my Advice in 
any Affair, till I have that Information which I think ne- 
* ceflary for that Purpoſe. It has been ſo oftea ſaid in this 
* Houſe, that I am aſhamed to repeat it; but upon this 
* Occaſion I muſt again take Notice, that Speeches from 
* the Throne are, in this Houſe always conſidered as Speeches 
* from the Miniſters for the Time being; and therefore we 
* are never to he confined or reſtrained in our Debates, by 
* any thing that has been ſaid to us from the Throne: 
* Whether we have any Concern in the preſent War, or 
whether we were any Way engaged in thoſe Meaſures which 


gave Occgſfion to the preſent War, is, for this Reaſon, a a 


* Queſlion, that no Lord, as a Member of this Houle, can be 
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© quiry into it, nor can make an Enquiry till a great 
Papers, particularly thoſe now called for, are laid . 
© us Fo BENS > 0 * 


As for the Plan for an Accommodation, which it is ſaid 
© has been offered to the Parties now engaged in War, I 
muſt declare, my Lords, 1, know nothing about it; and 
every one of your Lordſhips, when you ſpeak as Member; 
of this Houſe, muſt declare the fame, becauſe it has never 
yet been communicated to the Houſe ; and therefore I cay- 
not well ſay any thing about it; nor can I know what 
may be prejudicial or adyantageous in it. I do notknoy, 
my Lands what fort of Plan it is; but if it be ſuch a Plan, 
or any thing like the Plan that has been 2 in the 
Dutch Gazettes, we have no great Reaſon for being fearful 
of doing any thing that may prevent its being effeQual ; 
for I am convinced it will never produce an Accommoda- 
tion, it can hever have any Effect, unleſs it be to engage 
this Nation in the War, whether R be our Intereſt 
Clination ſo to do or not. eee 
© It is impoſſible, my Lords, that any War can break out 
in Europe in which this Nation has no Concern : If we have 
no particular Obligation upon us, if we have no parti. 
cular Intereſt to engage us to take a Share in the 
War, yet we ought to take every ſuch Opportunity to 
ſettle the Diſputes we may have with either of the Parties, 
or to obtain Advantages in our Trade from every one, or 
at leaſt from ſome of the Parties engaged in War; and it 
would be a very high Miſdemeanor in thoſe who are, orat 
any ſuch Time may be, at the Head of our Affairs, to ne- 
3 or let ſlip any ſuch Opportunity. The Balance of 
ower, my Lords, is what we ought always to have an 
Eye to, but I cannot think it is at preſent, or is like to be, 
in any great Danger; and the Advantage of our Situation 
is ſuch, that we may always be, and therefore we ought 
always to be, among the laſt Princes and States in Europe, 
to give ourſelves much Trouble about it, or to engage in 
its Preſervation ; for if we do not give ourſelyes an unne- 
ceſſary Trouble about it, the Princes and States upon the 
Continent will take Care of it among themſelves ; and if, 
© in any Caſe of Extremity, we find ourſelves at laſt obliged 
© to engage, we 10 to take that Opportunity to ſettle all 
© Diſputes we may have, and to reap all the Advantages in 
© Trade we may expect from any of thoſe, in fayour of 
© whom we engage; and when by our Means the Balaiite of 
© Power is to be re-eſtabliſhed, and Peace to be reftored, we 


* have then an Opportunity of ſeuting al ormer-Diſpu 
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« with the Parties againſt whom we engage, and of obtain- Anno 8. Geo II. 


ing new Advantages from them. This, my Lords, ought 


© to be the fundamental Maxim of all our Negotiations and 
« Engagements ; - but I am afraid we have for ſome Years 
© had our Heads ſo full of the Balance of Power being in 
«* Danger, and have been fo ready upon all Occaſions to 
« frighten ourſelves with that Phantom, that we have not 
© only neglected, but have, upon aff Occaſions, ſacrificed the 
particular Interefts of this Country to our imaginary Appre- 
henſions about the general Intereſt of Furope. There was 
never a better Opportunity than the preſent, for mia, Toa 
the Diſputes this Nation may have with either of the Par- 
ties engaged in War; there was never a better Opportuni- 
ty, for this Nation's acquiring new Advantages in Trade 

from every one of them; and I hope it will not be neg- 

* lected ; for I ſhall have a poor Opinion of our Negotia- 
* tors, if a Peace be relidred withourOtes ning ſome conſi- 
derable Advantages for this Nation, | 

With regard, my Lords, to the Inſtructions ſent to our 
Miniſter in Poland in the Year 1729, I ſhallnot pretend, ſo 
* much as to gueſs at what they were ; but it was certainly 
© the Intereſt of this Nation not to intermeddle, either in fa- 
* your of the Party for Staniſſaus, or in favour of the Party 


for the Electoral Prince of Saxony: It was our Buſineſs, and 
would have been our Glory, to protect that Republic in 


© her Freedom of Choice; and the proper Inſtructions to 
be ſent to our Miniſter on that Occaſion, were only, to 
* endeavour to ſound the Views and Inelinations of the lead- 
ing Men of that Nation, in order to take our Meaſures ac- 
* cordingly, when the Throne ſhould become vacant by the 
* Death of the then King of Poland ; and that we might in 
time prepare, to make the beſt of what was moſt likely to 
be the Conſequence of that important Event. If theſe 
* were the Inſtructions ſent, no Power in Europe can have any 
* juſt Ground to complain of our Conduct; and if any of 
them ſhould make any unjuſt and frivolous Complaints, or 
* conceive any groundleſs Sufpicions, they are not to be re- 
* garded. But, granting that this is the Cafe ; granting that 
our Conduct at that Time was unexceptionable ; is it not 
highly neceffary for us to know this before we offer any 
Advice to his Majeſty ? My Lords, it is ſo neceſſary, that 
without it we cahnot offer any ſincere Advice; it would 
be diſhonourable, or at leaſt raſh in us to attempt it; for 


* tho' the Affairs of Poland may not be the chief Cauſes of 


* the War, yet it is certain, that, with reſpect to France, 
they are the chief Motives pretended ; and for the other 
* Cauſes of the War, we muſt ſearch into other late Tranſ- 


p 
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2 Bat, my Lords, if, with reſpect to the Affairs of P. 
land, we favoured either of the now contending Parties, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for this Houſe to enquire. into 
them, and for that End to have the Papers now moved 
for, laid before us; ſuch an Enquiry will be ſo far from 
being attended with any miſchievous Conſequences, that 
the Neglect of it may be of the moſt fatal Conſequence, 
both to this Nation, and to the Liberties of Europe; for 
whatever Side we favoured, it cannot be ſuppoſed that any 
of our Endeavours are now a Secret to thoſe of the other 
Side of the Queſtion. If we favoured the Deſigns of 
thoſe who were for ſetting §Staniſſaus upon the Throne, 
we muſt have concerted Meaſures with the Leaders of 
that Party in Poland; and as ſome of thoſe who were 
then among the Leaders of that Party in. Poland, are now 
in the Intereſt of the Elector of Saxony, can we ſuppoſe 
that any of our Endeavours in favour of Staniſſaus, ot 
the Inſtructions given to our Miniſter for that Purpoſe, 
are now a Secret to the Elector of Saxony, or to any 0 
the Powers now engaged to ſupport his Election? So that 
whatever our Inſtructions may have been upon that Head, 
they cannot now be a Secret any where but in this Houſe, 
where they ought to be known, and ought to be ftriftly 
enquired into; for it is impoſſible to imagine that the 
Powers of Europe, who now ſupport the Elector of Saxay, 
will ever put any Confidence in this Nation, or join cor- 
dially with us in any Meaſure, while thoſe Perſons, who 
formerly adviſed ſuch Meaſures, have any Influence 
our Councils: Nor can the Nation, with Honour, - 
poſe any Terms of Peace, much leſs engage in a War, 
for defeating thoſe very Meaſures which have been con- 
certed in Conjunction with us: We cannot at leaſt pro- 
poſe any ſuch Terms of Peace, or engage in the War on 
ſuch a footing till we have made Examples of thoſe who 

engaged us in ſuch deſtructive Meaſures. 1 
On the other hand, if we ſuppoſe that the Inſtructiom 
ſent at that Time to our Miniſter in Poland, were, to fi- 
vour that Party who were for placing upon their Throne 
the Electoral Prince, now the Elector of Saxony; thoſe 
Inſtructions muſt have been communicated to all the chief 
Officers of State, particularly to thoſe of them who then 
appeared at the Head of the Saxon Party in Po/and ; and, 
as many of them are now in the Intereſt of Staniſſaus, 
can we ſuppoſe that thoſe Inſtructions are now a Secret 
to any of thoſe Powers, who are now engaged to ſupport 
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any Confidence accept of our Mediation, as long as thoſe 
very Perſons who joined in ſuch Meaſures againſt them, 
have any Influence in our Councils? So that if we have a 
« ſincere Inclination, which I think we ought to have, to 
« prevent this Nation's being engaged in the War, we ought 
to enquire into our Tranſactions in Poland; and, for that 
© Reaſon, ought to have the Papers, called for, laid before 
* us: But, moreover, if it ſhould appear, that the Emperor 
© has been attacked for purſuing thoſe very Meaſures he 
© had concerted with us; is not this Nation in Honour 
* obliged to defend him againſt ſuch an Attack? Or at 
* leaſt, we ought to puniſh thoſe who engaged the Faith of 
this Nation, in Meaſures, which it was not our Intereſt. 
to purſue. | . 

Thus, my Lords, in every ſuppoſable Caſe, it is the 
* Duty of this Houſe not only to call for thoſe Inſtructi- 
* ons, but to examine them ſtrictly, before we can pretend 
* to give his Majeſty any honeſt or ſincere Advice, in rela- 
tion to the preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe. If the 
* Inſtructions were right, we ought to know it before we 
can give our Advice; and it is impoſſible the publiſhing 
* of them can produce any bad Effect: If they were 
* otherwiſe, they can produce no worſe Effect than they 
have done already; and it is neceſſary they ſhould be 
* examined into, and the Perſons puniſhed who adviſed them, 
before we can {ſuppoſe that his Majeſty's Mediation will 
have any Effect towards reſtoring the Peace of Europe, 
* or preventing its being neceſlary for this Nation to engage 
* in the War. | | 


The Queſtion was then put upon the Motion, which Qeſtion carried 


in the Negative. 


upon a Diviſion was carried in the Negative, by 71 to 29. 


The Motion was made by the Earl of Cheſterfell; and Speakers 
the Speakers in Favour of it were, the ſaid Earl of Chefter- 
feld, the Lord Bathurſt, the Lord Carteret, and the Earl 
of Winchelſea : The Speakers againſt it were, the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, the Earl of lay and the Lord Hardwick. 


Immediately after this Diviſion the following Motion Motion relating 
was made in the Houſe, vis. That an humble Ad- to the Treaty of 
* dreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would Se. 
be pleaſed to give Direction, that the Letters and In- 
ſtructions ſent to his Majeſty's Miniſters at the Courts of 
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() | 
France and Spain, relating to the Execution of the Treaty 
« of Seville, ſhould be laid before the Houle.” 1 


| This Motion likewiſe occaſioned ſome Debate, in Ried 
as fo | | 1 


1 
1 


llows, viz. © 


Argument for it. My Lords, notwithſtanding the Fate of the former Mo- 


Anſwer. 


tion, I will beg leave to make another, which I hope 
© will have better Succeſs ; but before I make the Motion 
I intend, I deſire his Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes 
of Parliament, at the Opening of the Seſſion, in the 
© Year 1730-1, may be read.“ (The ſame was read ae- 
cordingly.) In that Speech you may obſerve, my Lords, 
* his Majeſty informed us, in general, of the Difficulties that 
were like to attend the Execution of the Treaty of Seville, 
© And then ſays, The Plan of Operations for the Execution of 
the Treaty of Seville by Force, in Caſe we ſhould be driven 
to that \Neceffity, is now under Confederation. _— From theſe 
Expreſſions, and from what fell from a noble. Lord in the 
former Debate, who told us we were to look for the 
Springs and Cauſes of the preſent War ſomewhere elſe 
than in the Inſtructions given to our Miniſter in Poland, 1 
think it abſolutely neceſſary for us to ſee the Letters and 
Inſtructions ſent to our Miniſters at the Courts of Frame 
and Spain, in relation to the Execution of that Treaty: 
for in that Treaty, and in the Negotiations that were Cat: 
ried on for the Execution of that Treaty, J am, indeed, 
very much perſuaded, we are to look for ſome of the 
chief Springs and Cauſes of the preſent War; at leaſt, 1 
am very ſure, we cannot pretend to give his Majeſty any 
Advice with reſpect to the preſent War, without ſeeing 


ecution of that Treaty, and thoſe Negotiations that were 
carried on for concerting that Plan, and for making it 
effectual after it was concerted; and therefore my Lords, 
I hall move, c.“ (as above - mentioned.) | 
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To this it was anſwered, 5 Subſtance, as follows, ia 


My Lords, I muſt ſay, I am a great deal more ſurpri- 
zed at this Motion than I was at the former ; for, as the 
Affair of Poland is made at leaſt the Pretence of the pre- 
ſent War, it might be ſuſpected that the late Tranſaction 
in that Kingdom were the chief Cauſes of the War; but 
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Letters or Inſtructions relating to the Execution of the 
Treaty of Seville, can have any Concern with the Mo- 
. * « fie 


that Plan of Operations which was concerted for the Ex- 


I am ſure it is impoſſible to imagine that any of the 
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tives of the preſent War; becauſe, whatever Meaſures Anno s Geo. HM. 


« were concerted for the Execution of that Treaty by Force, 
it is certain, that no ſuch Meaſures ever took Effect: 
We all know, that the Treaty of Seville was ſoon after 
« fully executed in an amicable and friendly Manner, by 


„ 


© the Concluſion of the Treaty of Vienna; therefore the 


« Treaty of Vienna is the only Paper that can properly 
© have any Relation to the Execution of the Treaty of 
« Seville, and the only Paper from which we can have 
any Information in relation to the Execution of that 
Treat. OG re” I e "os 
Therefore, my Lords, as there can be no Relation be- 
* tween the Papers now called for and the Cauſes of the 
« preſent War, there can be no Reaſon for our deſiring 
* them to be laid before us on the preſent Occaſion : But 


« farther, my Lords, it would be very improper, and cer- 


* tainly very dangerous, to make thoſe Papers public at 


* ſuch a Conjuncture as the preſent ; becauſe there may be 
« ſeveral Things in them, that might break off that good 


Correſpondence, which now ſubſiſts between his Majeſty 


* and all the Powers engaged in the preſent War; and, 
which is certainly neceſſary to keep up, till the Plan of 
Peace, concerted by his Majeſty and his Allies, ſhall be 
either accepted or rejected: For if it be accepted, and 
peace reſtored upon ſafe and honourable Terms, this Na- 


tion will be freed from the Danger of being involved 


in a heavy aud expenſive War; a Danger which we can- 
not avoid, if the Plan be rejected, and the War long 
continued; therefore I hope this Houſe will never agree 
to do any thing that may give the leaſt Occaſion or Pre- 
© tence for rejecting of that Plan: And whatever. ſome 
* Lords may be pleaſed to ſay of that Plan, I doubt not 
* but it will appear to be a reaſonable and a good Plan; 
* becauſe in the forming of it the Dutch Miniſters concur- 
* red with ours; nay, I believe, were the firſt and the 
principal Perſons concerned in the drawing it up: I be- 
« lieve it was originally formed by as wiſe and as honelt 
a Miniſter, as ever had the Direction of the Affairs of the 
* States General; and his Draught was approved of by 
* all thoſe, who have any Share in the Adminiſtration of 
their Affairs: So that whatever may be ſaid or thought of 
our own Miniſters, I hope every Lord in this Houle will 
do the Dutch Miniſters, eſpecially that great Man, who 
has now the chief Direction of their Affairs, the Juſtice 
* to think, that they would neither have drawn up nor 
* approved a ridiculous Plan, 'or a Plan which they thought 
' would not be effectual; and I believe I may * 
1 6 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. that Plan, or ſomething very like it, be not effeQual, K t 


1734-5 


Reply. 


dhat can poſſibly diſoblige any Power in Curope, not pit 


« will from thence appear, that ſome of the Parties now « © 
* engaged in War, have Views which they have not yet WM « 
thought fit to own, and that both the Dutch and we will f 
* think it neceſſary to join in the War, in order to pre. WM c 
s vent the Accompliſhment of ſuch dangerous Deſigns. The WM © þ 
diſcoyering of thoſe Views, if there be any ſuch, is cer. Wl © a 


'* tainly one of the chief things intended by that Plan; the Wl 2 


£ ſooner they are diſcovered, the more eaſy it will be W *< v 


F defeat them; and J hope your Lordſhips will do nothing l 


that may defeat the Deſign of the Plan, which your agree. v 
ing to the preſent Motion would very probably do; be. n 
* cauſe it might furniſh a Pretence to ſome of the Partie WM b 
* engaged in War, to reject the Plan, without being obliged f 
© to diſcover their real Deſigns. 9 

But in ſhort, my Lords, every Argument that vr 
offered againſt the former Motion, is certainly equal * { 
* ſtrong againſt this; and as your Lordſhips have thougit ti 
fit to diſagree with the former Motion, I make no doubt Wl © 1 


of your diſagreeing likewiſe with this,” | © 8 
- | Ch 
The Reply was to the following Effect, vix. * 

. ! wn 727 
My Lords, whatever may be my own private Opinion, il * 

T have ſo great a Deference for the Opinion of this Houſe, t. 
that if there were no Difference between this and the © fl 
former Motion, I ſhould not have ſtood up to have fail © / 


any thing in its Favour ; but I hope when your Lordſhip 
* conſider it, you will fee that there is a very great Diff © 
« rence, between the Papers now called for, and the Papen © i: 
© called for by the former Motion; for tho“ the Tran. © t 
actions to which the former Motion related, happen« t. 
* ſeveral Years ago, yet it cannot be ſaid, that the Affi © 
is quite at an End, becauſe the Diſpute about the Electia 
© of a King of Poland is ſtill ſubſiſting; and for that Ret 
* ſon many of your Lordſhips might think it improper t 
have any Papers publiſhed, which any way related t 
that Diſpute: But in the Caſe now before us, there is n0 
Foundation for ſuch an Argument; the Affair relating ts 
the Execution of the Treaty of Seville is now quite at u 
End, the Treaty has been fully executed in all its Part, 
except ſo far as relates particularly to this Nation, 
mean, my Lords, with reſpe& to the Depredations com- 
* mitted upon our Merchants by the Spaniards; and, as vt 
tisfaction was due to us by the Law of Nations, I hop! 
© we have made no Promiſes, nor uſed any Argument 
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« ticularly concerned in that Affair: Indeed, if the Doctrine Anno 8. Ged. II-. 
« of Conſequences takes place, if we muſt never call for 1234-8. 
papers relating to any Tranſaction, as long as its Con- i 


« ſequences are upon the Anvil, I doubt much if this Houſe 
can ever call for Papers relating to any Tranſaction, that 
has happened for at leaſt a Century paſt; for every Tranſ- 
action muſt be the Conſequence of ſome former, perhaps 
© a great many former Tranſactions, ſo that we would ne- 

« yer call for the Papers relating to any Tranſaction, as 
long as the Perſons concerned in it were alive, which 

would indeed be an excellent and a ſafe Doctrine for Mi- 
« niſters 3 but for that very Reaſon, I hope it will never 
© be received within theſe Walls. 0 oe i | 

* I ſhall readily admit, my Lords, that the Conſequences 

© of the Treaty of Seville are now upon the Anvil: I ſhall 
« readily admit that the preſent War is a moſt natural Con- 
© ſequence of the Treaty of Seville, and of the Negotia- 

tions that were afterwards entered into, for executing that 
Treaty by Force: And I am ſo far from thinking that 

© thoſe Negotiations, or the Papers relating to them, can 
© have no Relation to the Cauſes or Motives of the preſent” 
© War, that I am convinced the War is chiefly owing te 
that Treaty, and the Meaſures that were concerted for its 

Execution. By that Treaty, the ancient Union and in - 
* timate Correſpondence between France and Spain were re- 
* ſtored; and by the Introduction of Spaniſb Troops into 
Jay, we not only opened a Way for the Spaniards, but 
© by that very Step, we loſt the King of Sardinia, by 

which we opened a Way likewiſe for the French into the 
* fame Country, and thereby united thoſe three Powers in 
that cloſe Confederacy, which occaſions the preſent Diſ- 
© turbance in * ö | Pe 

But, my Lords, though the preſent War be a moſt na- 

© tural Conſequence of the Treaty of Seville, and the future 
* Negotiations for the Execution of that Freaty, I am ſo 
far from thinking this a good Reaſon for our not calling 
for any Papers relating to the Execution of that Treaty, 

that I think it is a moſt convincing Argument, for our en- 
* quiring ſtrictly into all thoſe Tranſactions; and there is no 
* Danger to be apprehended from publiſhing any Paper re- 
* lating to them : There can be nothing in any of thoſe Pa- 

pers that can poſſibly diſoblige either of the three Powers . 
now united againſt the Emperor, more than we have al- 
* ready done by the Treaty of Viema; and if there be 
* any thing in either of thoſe Papers, which might at that 
* Time have been diſobliging to the Emperor, we have 

ſince ſufficiently atoned for it, by the unlimited a | 
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Ando 8. Geo. II. of the Pragmatic Sanction, which the Honour of this 
7734-5 * Nation now ſtands charged with by the Treaty of Vin- 
22; ſo that it is not poſſible to conceive, how there can 
© be any thing in the Papers now called for, that may tend 
towards deteating the Plan which has been coneerted for 
reſtor ing the Peace of Europe, and which the noble Duke 
ſays, will appear to be a wiſe and a good Plan. 

As I know nothing, my Lords, about this Plan, I 
ſhall not pretend to ſay, what it will appear to be; but 
if it ſhould appear to be a wiſe and a good Plan, J am ſorty 
to find, that the Dutch only are to have the Honour of it; 
lor as we have been. at all the Expence both in concerting 
it, and in endeavouring by our Preparations, to make it 
effectual, it was, I think, but reaſonable, that we ſhould 
have had a Share of the Honour. However, let the Plan 
be what it will, it can receive no Prejudice from any of 
the Papers now moved for: It is impoſſible that either of 
the Patties engaged in War can from thence find any Co- 
lour of Reaſon for rejecting the Plan; and if, from frivo- 
lous Pretences, they reject it, their real Deſigns will appear 
as evident, as if they had rejected it without giving any 
ſuch Reaſon. But, my Lords, whatever may become of 
the Plan, the preſent Poſture of Affairs is of ſo great Im- 
portance, that we cannot, in Honour, neglect giving his 
Majefty our Advice; and it is impoſſible for this Houle to 
give bim any Advice, without ſeeing the Papers and In- 
ſtructions now moved for. Indeed, if the Plan ſhould be 
rejected, we muſt then ſee a great _ other Papers, be- 
fore we can pretend to be fo thoroughly acquainted with 
the Circumſtances of Affairs, as to be able to give any 
rea ſonable Advice, with reſpect to thoſe Meaſures, which 

* his Majeſty ought in that Cafe to purſue.” | 
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Queſtion carried The Queſtion being 'then put, it was upon A Diviſion, 
ig the Negative, carried in the Negative, by 72 to 29. N 


speakers. This Motion was made by the Lord Nathurſt, and ſup- 
ported by the Earl of Chefterfeld and the Lord Carteret. The 
Speakers againſt it were the Lord Herwey and the Duke of 
Average ĩ˙ wùA ters | e 055 "OY 


Lord Carteret's As ſoon as this Diviſion was over, the Lord Carterel ſtood 
Mction for Al- up and made the following Motion, viz. © That an humble 
lo:ments ot Car. Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be 
* pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officer or Officers, 
to lay before this Houſe, the ſeveral Allotments of Quar- 
* ters which had been made for his Majeſty's Land Forces 
« 
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in Great Britain, ſince the 25th Day of March laſt.” Anno$. Geo, If. 


Which Motion was agreed to without any Debate or Di- 1734-5: 
viſion. | EN | * 


\ N Thurſday the 1 3th of March the Mutiny Bill was, ac- Motion againſt 
cording to Order, read a ſecond time in the Houſe 2vgmenting the 

of Lords, and ordered to be committed : But as ſoon as my with hy 

the Motion for committing was agreed to, a Motion was bs 

made, That an Inſtruction ſhould be given to the Com- 

« mittee on that Bill, to receive a Clauſe for providing, 

That the Number of Land Forces to be mentioned in the 

« Preamble, and ſubjected to the Penalties of that Bill, 

* ſhould not exceed 17,704. l 229 


Upon this Motion there was a long Debate, in which the 
Arguments made uſe of for the Motion were to this Effect, 


VIZ. 


My Lords, altho' I have agreed to the committing of Argument for it, 
* this Bill without any Objection, yet I cannot but take No- 
* tice of the Number of Forces mentioned in the Preamble. 
* The Number of Forces kept up laſt Year, was much 
* greater than I thought neceſſary for the Defence of our Coun- 
try, and much greater than 1 thought conſiſtent with the 
* Safety of our Conſtitution ; but by the Bill now before us, 
I find, even that Number is now to be greatly increaſed ; 
* and why a greater Number is now neceſſary or ſafe, I 
cannot comprehend. I have always thought myſelf ob- 
* liged, as a Member of this Houſe, to take notice of every 
* thing that might occaſion any additional Burden to be 
laid upon the Subject, or that might, in my Opinion, be 
* of dangerous Conſequence to the happy Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom; and I have always thought it my Duty, 
not to give Conſent to either, till I heard ſome very 
* ſufficient Reafons for convincing me that it was neceſſary. 


This, my Lords, is what makes me now ftand up; for E 


have always been of Opinion, and I think it has general- 
ly been admitted, that the keeping up of a great Num- 
* ber of regular Troops within this Ifland, in time of Peace, 
is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Liberties ; and 
© the encreafing that Number upon any Occaſſon, mult ob- 
lige us to lay new Burdens upon the People. Xe 
. © Az the Circumltances of Europe are now much the 
* ſame they were laſt Year, if no greater Number had been 
* propoſed for the enſuing Year, I have fo great a * 

ar- 


for the Opinion this Houſe was of the laſt Seſſion of 


* lament, that, though T am ſtill of a different Opinion, I 
734-59 - gh Iii 1 fliould' 


1680 


. 4 8. Geo. II. ſhould os have given your Lordſhips any Trouble upon 


1734-5. 


Anſwer. 
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the preſent Occaſion ; but ſince a great Addition is now 


to be made, to that which laſt Year I thought too great 


a Number, I expected that ſome of the noble Lords, who 


are in the Secret of our Affairs, would have ſtood by 
not 


ſhewn us the Neceſſity. for this Augmentation: This I n 
only had Reaſon to expect, but I am, in Honour, obliged 
to inſiſt upon it, before I give my Conſent for keeping up 


the Number now propoſed; and every Lord of this Houſe, 


who is in the ſame Circumſtances with me, has Reaſon to 
expect the ſame, and lies under the ſame Obligation to in- 
ſift upon it. There may be, for what I know, a very ur- 


gent Neceſſity for this Augmentation, but I deſire to have 


that Neceſſity explained to us; for if this Houſe ſhould 
ever come into the Method of encreaſing our Fleets and 
our Armies, and loading our People with Debts and Tan- 
es, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe the Miniſters tell us 
it is neceſſary, the Parliament of Great Britain will- ſoon 
come to be of the ſame Nature with the Parliament or 
States of the Province of Brittany, or of any of the other 
Provinces of France ; we may perhaps continue to meet in 
this Houſe, but we ſhall meet here for no other End but to 


approve of what our Miniſters may be pleaſed to inform | 


us of, and to give a parliamentary Sanction to whatever 
they may be pleaſed to propoſe. | 

The chief Reaſon, therefore, my Lords, for my ſtand- 
ing up, is to demand, that ſome noble Lord, who is bet 
ter acquainted than I am with the preſent Circumſtances 
of the Nation, eſpecially with reſpect to our foreign Af. 
fairs, would ſtand up in his Place, and explain to us the 
Neceſſity for our making the Augmentation propoſed ; for, 
unleſs that Neceflity be fully explained to us, I hope your 
Lordſhips will agree to the Motion I now make, which is, 
That there may be an Inſtruction to the Committee upon 
this Bill, to receive a Clauſe, &fc.* (as above-mentioned.) 


The Anſwer to this was in Subſtance as follows, wiz. 


I ſhall readily admit, my Lords, that the keeping up 
of a numerous ſtanding Army within this Iſland, in 'Time 
of Peace, is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, and ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution ; I ſhall likewiſe 
admit, that no Augmentation can be made to .our Army, 
without laying ſome additional Burden upon the People; 
and therefore I muſt admit, that we ought never to agree 
to either, without ſome very apparent Neceſſity for ſo do- 
ing; but the Affairs of Ewope are, at preſent, in ſuch a 

dangerous 
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« dangerous State, and that State is ſo well and ſo publicly Anno Geo: 5. . 


* known, that the Neceflity for our making an Augmenta- 
tion of our Army, is, in my Opinion, of itſelf apparent, 
and therefore I thought it was quite unneceſſary for any 
Lord in this Houſe to explain that Neceſſity. The preſent . 
cannot be properly ſaid to be a Time of Peace: We are, 
at preſent, ina State of Doubt and Suſpenſe, which can 
neither be called a State of Peace or of War; for though 
we are not actually engaged in the War now carrying on 
in Europe, no Man can foreſee how ſoon we may be ob- 
« liged to engage; and therefore it is highly neceſſary for us 
* to begin early to provide for the worſt, in order that we 
may be able to engage with ſuch Vigour, as may contri- 
© bute both to the Safety and the Honour of the Nation, in 
* caſe any future Event ſhould render it abſolutely neceſſary 
for us to take a Share in the War. | | 

The Number of Troops mentioned in the Preamble of 
* this Bill, is, *tis true, greater than that which was men- 
« tioned in the ſame Bill laſt Seſſion of Parliament; yet, my 
Lords, the Augmentation is not ſo great as it may at firſt 
appear to be: The Number of Troops propoſed for this 
* enſuing Year, does not very much exceed that Number 
which was thought neceſſary laſt Year ; for your Lordſhips 
* muſt remember, that, towards the Cloſe of laſt Seſſion, there 
* was a Power granted to his Majeſty to au t his -Forces 
both by Sea and Land, if the Exigency of Affairs ſhouid ſo 
require; and, in Purſuance of this Power, there was laft 
* Year an Augmentation made to our Land Forces, which 
Augmentation his Majeſty thought abſolutely neceſſary, 
* for enforcing thofe Meaſures he was then taking, in Con- 
* cert with his Allies, to reſtore the Tranquillity of Zarope. 
His Majeſty's Mediation, in Conjunction with his Allies, 
© the Dutch, had been accepted by all the Parties engaged 
in War; and in ſuch Circumſtances it was certainly very 
* neceſſary for his Majeſty to put himſelf into ſuch a Condi- 
tion, as might add Weight to what he was to propoſe, as 
Mediator of the Differences ſubſiſting in Europe. A Plan 
* of Peace has accordingly been offered, to the Parties en- 
* gaged in War; if the Terms of that Plan be accepted, 
peace will be reſtored to Europe, the Balance of Power pre- 
* ſerved, and this Nation freed from the Danger it is at 
* preſent expoſed to, of r to engage in a bloody 
* and expenſive War: It is therefore very much the Intereſt 
* of this Nation in particular, as well as of Europe in ge- 
 neral, to have that Plan made effectual; and it muſt be 
* granted, that the moſt certain Method for making it ef- 
* feftual, is for his Majeſty to ſhew to all the Parties con- 

17 345+ lii: © cerned, 


8 ( 452 ) 

Anno 3.Geo. II. . cerned, \ that he is preparing to join againſt thaſe,- who 1 
1735. © ſhall refuſe to accept of thoſe reaſonable Terms of Peace; 1 
fich he has been pleaſed to propoſe. This was the Rea- 1 

6 «© ſon for making an Augmentation laſt Vear; this is the 1 
KReaſon for making ſtill a farther Augmentation for the 1 

ear to come; and this, my Lords, is ſo appatent, that «1 

I did not expect it would have wanted any Explanation. Wl © 

But, my Lords, if his Majeſty's Endeavours ſhould 54 

« fail of the deſired Succeſs, the Augmentation we have ll © 

* made will then be of great Uſe; for if that reaſonable Fy 

Plan his Majeſty has offered, ſhould be rejected, it will be 2 
ca Proof, that ſome of the Parties engaged in War have * 
© Deſigns, which are inconſiſtent with the Liberties of Eu- 2. 
« rope; this muſt, of courſe, neceſſarily oblige us to je ll © * 
* the other Side; and by the Preparations we have made; t 
we ſhall be able to put a Stop to the Deſigns of the Am- * 
bitious, before they have had an Opportunity to puſh them 72 
too far s in which we ſhall certainly have the Aſſiſtance Wi ©! 
cf our Friends the Dutch, who, as they are joined with his * 
Majeſty in the Mediation, will, without doubt, join with *t 
him in ſuch other Meafures as may be neceſſary for pre- Wl * 
ſerving the Balance of Power; and this they will do the *a 
more cordially and the more freely, when they ſee that his Ml * t 
Majeſty is prepared, for the immediate Execution of any Wl © * 
Meaſure that may be propoſed, In this reſpect, they were 2 
in a Situation very different from that in which we were 1 
at the beginning of the War, becauſe they had made no : 
Reduction of their Land Forces ever ſince the Treaty of Wl 1 
Vienna, between the Emperor and Spain, and therefore it 1 
was not neceſſary for them to make any Augmentation; * 
all they had to do, was, to delay making that Reduction 1 
which they had actually reſolved on, before the pieſent e 
War broke out ; whereas we had long before reduced the Ml l. 
Augmentation we made of our Land Forces, on: Occafion * © 
of that Treaty; and were, for that Reaſon, obliged: to 
encreaſe them laſt Year, in order to put ourſelves upon an 
equal Footing with the Dutch, and to convince them, that 
we were reſolved to be ready to join with them in am 
- F Meaſure that ſhould appear neceſſary, for preventing the 
* qi Views of either of the Parties now engaged in 

o ar. N | | YI KY 
Upon this Occaſion, my Lords, we ought to confided, 

< that, immediately after the Treaty of Utrecht, the Dutth 
reduced their Land Army to z z, ooo Men, which they 
C _ to be a Number ſufficient for the Defence of 

t their Country in Time of Peace, and accordingly it appear- 
ed to be ſo; ſor they never made any Addition, _—_ 
FE FL Fe” cy dba 5350 3 | | * 
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( 453. } 
heard of the. Trang, s concluded between the Emperor, and Anno 8. 
hein at Vienna, and the Counter - Alliance concluded be- 1704; 5. 


« tween England and France at Hanover ; upon which Oeca wv" 
; fion, as the Affairs of  Ewrope ſeemed to tend. zowards an Loeb 
« open Rupture, they augmented. their Army with 20, ooo 

« Men; and at the N. Time, and for the ſame Reaſon, 
ve encreaſed our Land Forces to the Number now propo- 

« ſed by this Bill; but, upon the Concluſion of the Treaty of- 

« Seville, we reduced our Forces again to their old Standard, 

« whereas the Dutch never reduced a Man of the 20,000 
additional Troops they had raiſed, tho' it is Certain they 

« were reſolved to reduce every Man of them, as ſoon as 

« they ſaw that the Affairs of K Europe would admit of ſuch 
« Neduction, and had actually come to a formal Reſolu- 

« tion to reduce. 10,000. of them, juſt before t | Jo King 

© of Poland's:Death.z but, upon that Prince's th, they 
very Wiſely ſuſpended that Reſolution ; ſo that they certain» 
h have now.20,000 Land Forces on Her. more than they 

, — at this Time haye had, if no War had broke out; 
therefore it may be properly faid, they have made an Aug- 

* mentation of 20,000 Men, on account of the preſent War ; 

© and to do them Juſtice, as our Allie 3 united in 
the ſame Intereſt with us, we can han increaſe 
our Army to the Number now n as being the leaſt 
Number we can have, in enn to the Army our Al- 
lies. the Dutch, have at preſent 

The Number of regular F orces, N ept up within this Iſland 
in former Times, i ja, 1 find, my Lords, an Argument conſtant- 
ly made uſe of when this Bill comes before us; but it is al- \ 
ways, in my Opinion, an Argument Mie for, than a- 

* gainſt the Number of Forces propoſed hy the Bill; for, 

* conſidering the Difference between regular Forces and Mi. 
* litia, which the late Troubles in Poland have made ſuffi- 
; ciently manifeſt, it muſt be granted, that the Number of 

* regular Forces kept up in this Nation, or in any Nation, 
© ought always to bear ſome ſort of Proportion to the Num- 
* ber of regular Forces kept up by neighbouring States, eſpe- 
* cially by thoſe from ts greaceſt Danger is to be ap- 

« prehended ; and as all the Natiens of Eurepe have, of late 
Vears, very much increaſed their Number of regular 1 8 
formerly kept up, we muſt neceſſarily do the ſame ; joe 
* in particular, we t to conſider our nei 1 ing- 
. dom of France, $00 ation from which we bay e ing: 
© to fear; and if we compare the Number of regular Forces 
* now kept up by them, even in time of Peace, with the 
Number they formerly kept up, I believe we ſhall find, that 


the Increaſe we have made in our Numberof regular 4 
1 ; rs \ 
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Amo 8. Geo. II. © bears no Proportion with the Inereaſe they have lately 


1734-5. * made} ſo that this Argument, which is generally made ue 


Reply. 


* 
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We have been told, that the Number of regular Forces keptup 
in this Nation, is always to bear ſome Proportion to the Num- 


put hundred Thouſands on board Tranſports, and with 
© out putting them on board Tranſports, they can do 


© Suſpicion of their being deſigned againſt us, we can ſen 


in their Harbours; therefore we can never have O 


CARY , 


of againſt the Bill, is really, when rightly conſidered; one 
of the ſtrongeſt Arguments that can be made uſe of, in fi- 
vour of the greateſt Number of Forces that was ever pro- 
poſed to be kept up within this Iſland in time of Peace ; 
and, conſidering the doubtful State we are in at preſent, con- 
* ſidering the preſent dangerous Situation of the Aﬀain of 
Europe, | am ſurprized to fee any Oppoſition made tothe 
* ſmall Augmentation now propoſed. ldd 


The Reply was in Subſtance thus, vix. 


My Lords, as every Day ſeems to furniſh-'us with new 
© Maxims in Politics, which to me appear very extravrdina- 
ry, ſo this Day has furniſhed us with a Maxim, that is not 
only extraordinary, but inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution: 


ber of regular Forces kept up by our Neighbours, eſpecially by 
© our Neighbours of France, from whom we are ſaid to have 
< moſt to fear. My Lords, if we were ſo unlucky as to be ſituated 
on the Continent, or to have any Neighbours that could com? 
at us by Land, there might be ſome Truth in the Maxim von 
© diſcovered to us; but, as we have the Happineſs to be 
* ſurrounded by the Sea; as we have the Happineſs to han 
a Fleet, ſuperior to any that can probably be ſent ag 
© us; we have no Occaſion to give ourſelves any Trouble 
or to put ourſelves to any Expence, on account of the Num 
© ber of: regular Forces kept up by. any of our Neighbour: 
© Our Neighbours may keep 4 many Thouſands, or u 
many hundred Thouſands as they pleaſe, but they can 
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Harm to this Nation: Nay, they cannot put —_— 
Number of Thouſands on board Tranſport- Ships, without] 
© our hearing of the Embarkation ; and if we have the leal 


our Fleet and lock them up, or perhaps burn their Ships 


to keep up, in this Iſland, any greater Number of regulit 
Forces than are neceſſary for ſecuring our Coaſts againl 
© ſudden and unexpected Invaſions, which can never confi 
of above four or five thouſand Men; and to guard us againl 
* ſuch, I am fure a much ſmaller Number of regular Forces 
« would be ſufficient, than has been kept up for many Yea 
* paſt in tis Iſland. Wo e eee 15 

| «We 


( 455 ) 
« Wl © ference between regular Forces and Militia, which, tis ſaid, 


nas been manifeſted by the late Troubles in Poland: But, in = 


„dis Caſe, we ought to diſtinguiſh between veteran Troops, 
and thoſe that can only be called regular Troops: We ought 
Wl © alſo to diſtinguiſh between a regular well-dilciplin'd Mili- 
Wl * tia, and a meer Rabble or Mob. By veteran Troops, I 
e © mean thoſe who have been inured to Action, and are ac- 
« quainted with Danger; and ſuch, I believe, will always 
be found better than the belt diſciplined Militia, or even 
the beſt regular Troops that never looked an Enemy in the 


« Face, unleſs it was the Smugglers and the Thieyes of their 


own Country: But that there is any very great Difference 
between theſe laſt-mentioned Troops, and a regular well- 
of Ml © diſciplin'd Militia, is what I cannot admit of; nor have the 
n: © late Troubles in Poland afforded me any Reaſon to do ſo.; 
up Wl © for every one knows, that their Militia were neither r 

nor diſciplin'd; nay, I doubt much if they were ſufficient- 
© ly provided with Ammunition or Arms: But the Situation 


* tho' our Militia have been very much neglected of late 
© Years, yet, before we could be invaded by any powerful Ar- 
© mado, we ſhould have time to diſcipline our Militia, and 
to form them into regular Regiments: It is very well 


preparing, and I believe there is not a Nation in Europe be- 


Time. In two Years, in the half, in the fourth part of 
* that Time, there is not a Plowman in Britain but might 
be made as good a Soldier as ever danced through his Exer- 


* ciſes for twenty Years longer, without ſeeing Action, he 


* behave as ſuch in the firſt Action he happens to be in. 
Theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, have always convinced 

© me, that 7 or 8000 Men are ſufficient to guard this Iſland 

* againſt any foreign Invaſions ; and I am ſure they will al- 
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hin © ways be ſufficient for the Support of our Government, as 
Gol long as the Affections of the People are carefully preſerved ; 
ulir i greater Number can never, in my Opinion, be neceſſary, 


© unleſs it be to ſupport a wicked and oppreſſive Adminiſtra- 
tion, againſt the general Reſentment of the People; and 
* this Houſe will never, I hope, give Countenance to any 
|* ſuch Deſign. From hence, my , I muſt conclude, 
* that we are for this next Year to keep up 17 or 18,000 
* Men, purely on account of the preſent War ; and why we 
* ſhould as yet give ourſelves ſo much Concern, or 2 — 
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© of this Country is very far different from that of Poland; for 


© known, that the Spaniſbꝰ Armado was above two Years in 


« ſides ourſelves, that could fit out ſuch another in a ſhorter | 


 ciſes at a Review ; and if he ſhould dance through his Exer - 
cannot be call'd a Veteran, nor can it be ſuppoſed he will 


: © We have likewiſc: been told, my Lords, of the great Dif- Anno$. Geo.It. _- 


D 


, } 

Kino 8. Geo. 11. * ſelyes to ſuch an Expence about it, is what L cannot tüm 
4734-5-_, © prehend. We are, it is ſaid; in a State of "Doubt and 
* Suſpenſe; but were not we in the ſame State at the Beg. 
ning of laſt” Seſſion of Parliament F Were not the Conſe. 
« quences of the War as much to be dreaded at the Beging 

of that Seſſion as at the End, or as they can be at preſent? 
* Nay, in my Opinion, they were more to be dreaded at the 
Beginning of that Seflion than at any Time ſince ; for ever 
* fince that Time the Parties engaged have appeared to be 


* * 


< 7 5 ary matched, and while they continue ſo, Iam 
< ture,” th 


Balance of Power can never be fuppoſed to be in 
Danger; ſo that if his Majeſty augmented his Land Forces, 
in Purſuance of the Power granted at the End of laſt Seffion 
of Parliament, it is fo far from being a Reaſon for agreeing 
to the Augmentation now propoſed, that unleſs T hear 
ſome better Reaſon than I have yet heard for it, F'muſt 
* conclude, it was an unneceſſary Augmentation, it was put. 
ting the Nation to a needleſs Expener; and therefore we 
* ought to be ſo far from approving it, by making ane 
© Augmentation, chat we ought to addreſs his Majeſty, to 
* know who it was adviſed him to make the aſt: 

With reſpect to che Plan of Peace ſaid to have been of- 
* fered to the Parties now engaged in War, I am, my Lorch, 
entirely in the Dark ; nor can any Lord, as a Member of 
this Houſe, draw any Argument from it, becauſe nothin 
relating to it, nothing r of our foreigu af 
* fairs, has been laid before this Houſe. © Whatever that 
Plan may be, I withit may meet with the defired Succeſs; 
but Tam ſorry to fay, I Have too god reaſon to'doubt of © » 
© its meeting with any Succeſs ; for, from the View I have of a 
foreign Affairs, even from that View which 1 take fron 5 
« public News- papers, T am of Opinion, the War now kin-Wl R 
* dled in Europe cannot be fo eafily made an End of "as fone a 
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People imagine: Before that Flame can be extinguiſhed, ! 
* am afraid Bach Blood will be ſpilt, great Princes muſt ſi 
fer, even Queens muſt weep z the Condu of Miniſte 
* muſt be enquired into, and ſome muſt meet with that Pu * t! 


© niſhment they deſerve, before that Flame can be extin-W cc 
« guiſhed which bas been raiſed by their Miſmanagement. h. 
. ſuppoſing, my Lords, that we had been fully 2% at 
* quainted with this Plan. ſuppoſing that we knew it to bei th 

« reaſonable and a good Plan, do we think thathis'MzjeſtyW is 

* Meaſures, or any Propoſitions he may be pleaſed to make * 'o: 

to foreign Powers, are to be enforced by an Addition oi ha 


* ſeven or 8005 Men to his Land Forces? No, my Lord, 
his Majeſty's Meaſures are, upon all Occcafions, to-dra 
* their Weight from the Affections of his People, and oy 


ECD 3%, 


che ſincere Advices of his Parliament, after we have been Anno 8: Geo. it; 
fully informed of our Circumſtances with reſpect to foreign 
Affairs ; for, in Caſe it d at laſt appear abſolutely ne- ' 


« ceſſaty for us to enter into the War, for the Sake of pre- 
« ſerving the Balance of Power in Europe, all the Men in the 
© Nation, able to bear Arms, would be at his Majeſty's Ser- 


vice, and every Purſe would be open to him; but till that 


Conjuncture happens, the Strength and Money of the Na- 


tion ought to be huſbanded as much as poſſible; the Nation's. 
Money ought not to be thrown away upon uſeleſs Augmen 
« tations, either by Sea, or Land, which can no way intimidate 


our Enemies; and may amuſe our Friends with vain Hopes 
« of Aſſiſtance, when perhaps there is no ſuch Thing deſigned. 
© The Dutch, it is true, my Lords, did reduce their Land 


Forces to about 32;000 Men, © ſoon after the Peace of 


© Utrecht ; but it is well known that the Reduction they then 
made was too great, and was loudly complained of, even 
© by ſome of their awn Provinces : At that Time indeed 
© there was almoſt a Certainty, that the Tranquillity of EA- 
rope would continue for ſome Years; every Nation in E- 
* rope was then groaning under the Burdens which the former 
War had brought upon them; ſo that it was very impro-. 


© bable any one of them would ſoon thinlæ of diſturbing the 


© Peace of any neighbouring State; and the Dutch, who had 


their Share of the Burdenof the War, thought they might 


take Advantage of that Time of abſolute” Security, to eaſe. 
© their People, and to recover a little from that Burden of 
* public Debts they were then labouring under; yet, even at 
that Time, notwithſtanding the State of abſolute Security 
which Europe was then in, the Provinces of Guelderland 


and Owery/el, which lie moſt expoſed; remonſtrated ftrong-. 


* ly againſt the Reduction then made, and never ceaſed their 
* Remonſtrances till the Treaty of Hanover happened, which 
* afforded them an Opportunity of prefling an Augmentation. 


© with Succeſs ; for, as the Situation of that Country is very 


© different from the Situation of this, it is at all times neceſ- 
* ſary for them to keep up a numerous Army. They have 

the Misfortune to be ſituated upon the Continent, and may 
* conſequently be ſuddenly invaded by great Armies; they 


© have an extenſive Frontier to defend, upon which they 


above ſeventy fortified Towns, and in every one of theſe 
they muſt keep numerous Garriſons ; ſo that 52,000 Men 
* is really the leaſt Number they can keep up, unleſs it be at 
© ſome very extraordinary Conjuncture, ſuch as that which 
happened after the Treaty of Utrecht. EE 

* A'though, my Lords, there can be no juſt Parallel drawn 
from the Number of regular Forces neceſſary to be kept up 


in Holland, yet let us cn what we did at the Time the 
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„„ 
Ano B. Geo, IT: © Dutch made this large Reduftion: Did not we at dhe fame 


© Time reduce our Army to-7 or 8000 Men? and if at that 


* 


© Time we had followed the Example of the Datch, we bad 
reduced it to half that Number: If any Parallel then could 


© be drawn between the Dutch and us, the additional 10,000 
© we now keep up, and which has been kept up for many 


© Years, ought'to beſet . the 20,000 additional Forte: 
e 


© raiſed by the Dutch upon the Concluſion of the Treaty ef 
© Hanover; and every Man muſt grant, that it is more than 
* our juſt Proportion. But, beſides this 10,000 which laſt 
© Year we agreed to keep up, for no other Reaſon but only 
© on account of the War then broke out in Europe, have not 
© we made a moſt extraordinary Addition to our naval Force} 
Have we not now added no leſs than 22,000 Men to the 
Number of Seamen we kept up the Year before the War 
broke out? So that if we had actually reduced the 10,000 
© Land Forces kept up laſt Year ſolely on account of the 
© War, neither the Dach nor any other of our Allies 
could have ſaid that we were behind-hand with them, in 
providing for the Preſervation of the Balance of Power in 
© Europe. Bur, as the Caſe now ſtands; we have taken ſuch an 
© Alarm, and have put ourſelves to fuch an Expence, that all 
© the Powers of Europe ſeem to think we have done enough 
© for them; as well as ourſelves; and therefore nen; 
© Dutch, nor any other Power of Furope, have given them- 
© ſelves the leaſt Concern, or put themſelves to the leaſt Ex- 
© pence, about the Preſervation of that in which they are as 
deeply and more immediately concerned than we are. 
If. the Balance of Power, my Lords, were really in 
© Danger of being overturned, we ought to take other fort 
© of Meaſures than have as yet been taken. Our Treaty with 


© Denmarkcan make no new Addition to the Security of that 


Balance, becauſe the King of Denmark, by as ſolemn a 
« Treaty as can be made, was before obliged to aſſiſt the 
Emperor with all his Force; and, if the Emperor could not 
depend upon that Treaty, we can as little depend upon 
the Treaty we have made, or any Treaty we can make: 
© But, upon the preſent Emergency, our Views ſnhould have 
© been principally directed to another Quarter; there is ano- 
© ther Power whoſe Friendſhip and Alliance will always add 
great Weight to any of our Negotiations upon the Con- 
tinent; and I am ſorry to find there is not ſo good an Un- 
© derſtanding between that Power and us, as ought to be 
« wiſhed upon Occaſions, but particularly, upon the preſent 
© Emergency. As we have been refuſed all Inſight into the 
Affairs of Europe, or into any of our late Negotiations, it 
is impoſſible for me to judge, whether the Balance of 


Power be in Danger or not; but by the Inaction of the 
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e Dutch, and by the. Indifference ſhewn by foreral other Aung g. Geo, II, 


powers, with reſpect to the preſent War, I muſt conclude, 


that the Balance of Power is not, as yet, like to be in any 


« Danger ; if it is not, and if we have no'other Concern in 


the War, I muſt then certainly conclude, that the 


Expences we have been at, as well as the additional Ex- 
« pence now propoſed, are quite uſeleſs, and can ſerve no 
« Purpoſe but that of overloading the People with Taxes, 
and alienating the Minds of his Majeſty's Subjects; which, 
* inſtead of adding Weight to his Majeſty's Negotiations, will 
* fruſtrate all his Meaſures for reſtoring the Tranquillity of 
© Europe, and will render the Councils of this Nation con- 
* temptible in the Eyes of all our Neighbours. | 

To pretend, my Lords, that we muſt always augment 
all our Land- Forces when France augments theirs, is one 
of the moſt dangerous Doctrines I ever heard delivered in 
this Houſe: It may as well be ſaid, that becauſe the 


French have given up their Liberties, and ſubmitted their 
* Necks to the Yoke of Arbitrary Power, we ought to do 


© the ſame. What have we to do, for God's Sake, with 


© the Armies of France? They may march great Armies in- 
* to Holland, Germany, Italy, or Spain; but can they march 


an Army into Great Britain, or into any part of our Do- 
* minions ? We know they cannot; and we likewiſe: know 
they cannot tranſport any great Number of Forces by Sea, 
* nor can they tranſport any Number but by ſtealth, as long. 
* as our Fleet is ſuperior to theirs: And, while we are 


among ourſelves, as long as his Majeſty, or any of his il- 


luſtrious Family, ſhall retain the Hearts and Affections of the 
people, we have nothing to fear from/any:Number that 
* France could, by ſtealth, pour in upon us, though we had not 
f 7 Regiment of what are called regular Forces in the King- 
.d. © 7 8 | 165 | 85 
Let us conſider, my Lords, what it was that chiefly con- 
* tributed to deſtroy the Liberties of France : It was, my 
© Lords, their Fears of Invaſions from us: We had then 
large Poſſeſſions in that Country, from whence it was eaſy 
for us to invade them at any Time; and the continual 


Apprehenſions _ were under of Invaſions from us, afford- 


ed their Kings 


Miniſters a Pretence for 12 with 
* the People to alter the Form of their 
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They altered the ancient Eſtabliſhment of their Militia, 


and put the Power over them entirely into the Hands of the 
Crown: This gave the firſt Blow to the Liberties of 
the People; for, ſoon after, their a 0 began to 
keep up regular Armies, entirely dependent upon the 
Crown; and as France was the firſt Country of Europe 
where any ſuch Army was 2 uPs ſo the French were the 


1/231 
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« firſk 


—— 


. 


Queſtion carried 
in the Negative. 


Speakers. 


e firſt People in Furepe that loſt their Liberties: If we ſhould 
© fall into the ſame Error, if we ſhould now, for fear of In: 
* valions from them, do what they formerly did for fear of 
5 Invaſions from us, we might expect our Caſe would at laſt 
come to be the ſame; and then indeed they would have 
of us a full Revenge; but we ſhould be much leſs excuſa: 
ble, becauſe their Fears of Invaſions from us were real, 
and were founded upon Experience, whereas our Fears from 
them are ſo very far from being founded upon Experience, 
*. that they muſt always be imaginary and ridiculous,” 
At laſt the Queſtion was put upon the Motion, and was, 
upon a Diviſion, carried in the Negative, by 87 to 43. 
The Motion was made by the Earl af Strafford, and yas 
ſupported by the Lord Bathurſt, the Earl of Aylesfdrd, the 
Earl of Cheſterfield, the Lord Carteret, and the Earl of Nin. 


cbelſea: It was oppoſed by the Lord Hervey, the Lord Chan- 


Debate on the 
Bill for regulat- 


ing Quarters. . 


Directions to the proper Officer or Officers, to lay before 


cellor, the Earl of Finlater, the Duke of Newcaſtle, and the 


Lord Hardwick. 


E have already given an Account of a Motion made 
by the Lord Carteret in the Houſe of Lords, for an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, © That he would be pleaſed to give 


* that Houſe, the ſeveral Allotments of Quarters which had 
© been made for his Majeſty's Land Forces in Great Britain, 
from the 25th Day of March then laſt,” As this Motion 


was agreed to, theſe Allotments were accordingly laid before 


.the Houſe: And thereupon it was moved, and the Judges 


were ordered to prepare and bring in a Bill, for regulating 
the Quartering of Soldiers, during the Time of Elections. 


This Bill was accordingly prepared by them and preſented to 


Bill for regu- 
lating Quar ders. 


the Houſe, being intitled, An Act for regulating the Quarterim 
of Soldiers, during the Time of Electiuns of Members ta ſerwe it 
Parliament; and was as follows, vis. of PE f 


s HEREAS, by the ancient Common Law of thi 
Land, all Elections ought to be free: And where: 


$ 


* as by an Act paſſed in the third Year of the Reign of King 
* Edward the firſt, of famous Memory, it is commanded, 


. upon great Forfeiture, that no Man, by Force of Arms, nor 


by Malice or Menacing, ſhall diſturb the Freedom of any 
Election: And foraſmuch as the Freedom of Elections of 


Members to ſerve in Parliament, is of the utmoſt Con- 


* ſequence to the Preſervation of the Rights and Liberties of 
« this Kingdem: To the End therefore that the ſame may bt 
* ſafely tranſmitted io Poſterity, and for the avoiding any In- 


* conveniences that may ariſe thereunto from any Regiment, 


* Troop, or Company or any Number of Soldiers <which ſhall l. 


* quartered 
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Place, where any Electiun of any Member or Members to ſerve. 
in Parliament, or of the fixteen Peers to repreſent the Peerage. 
« of Scotland E : 
6 ed to be made. | 5 5 
«© Be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
© and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 


and by Authority of the ſame, that when and as often 


as any ſuch Election ſhall be appointed to be made, the Se- 
* cretary at War for the Time being (who is hereby required 
* to take Notice of the Time appointed for ſuch Elections or 
Election) ſhall and is hereby required, at ſome convenient 
Time before the Day appointed for ſuch Election, 
to iſſue and ſend forth proper Orders in Writing for the 
Removal of every ſuch Regiment, Troop or Company, or 
other Number of Soldiers, as ſhall be quartered or billeted 
in any ſuch City, Borough, Town or Place, were ſuch 
Election ſhall be appointed to be made: Aud every ſuch 
* Regiment, ' Troop, or Company, or other Number of Soldiers 
as aforeſaid, ſhall, upon the Receipt of ſuch Order, accord- 
* ingly march out of every ſuch City, Borough, Town or 


Place, one Day at the leaſt before the Day appointed for 


* ſuch Election, to the Diſtance of two or more Miles from 
* ſuch City, Borough, Town or Place, and ſhall not make 
* any nearer Approach to ſuch City, Borough, Town or 
Place as aforeſaid, until one Day at the leaſt after the 
poll to be taken at ſuch Election ſhall be ended, and the 
© Poll-Books cloſed. 1 2 . 
And be it farther enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That, in caſe any Officer or Officers to whom ſuch Order, 
* from the Secretary at War for the Time being, (or other Per- 
* ſon to whom the iſſuing out ſuch Order as is aforeſaid ſhall 
belong) ſhall be directed and delivered, -ſhall negle& or re- 
* fuſe to cauſe ſuch Regiment, Troop or Company, or o- 
ther Number of Soldiers ſo quartered or billeted, as afore- 
* ſajd, to march out of ſuch City, Borough, Town or Place, 


at the Time and to the Place or Places in ſuch Order ſpe- 


* cified, and ſhall be thereof duly convicted upon an Indict- 
ment, to be preferred at the next Aſſizes or Seſſions of 
© Oyer and Terminer, to be held for the County where ſuch 
* Offence ſhall be committed, or an Information to be ex- 
© hibited in the Court of King's-Bench, within fix Months 


after ſuch Offence committed; which Information the 


* ſaid Court of King's-Bench is hereby impowered to grant ; 
* every ſuch Officer ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, be _ 
with caſhiered and diſplaced from ſuch his Office, and — 


» or of any of them, Hall be appoint- 


f quartered or billeted within any City, Borough, 23 . Ry W By 
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Anno 8. Geo, II.. be thereby diſabled to have or hold any civil or military 
* Office or Employment within this Kingdom, or in any of | 
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* his Majeſty's Dominions, and ſhall likewiſe forfeit _ © 
* And if any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall be ordered or di- 
« reted to march out, as aforeſaid, ſhall be found in any 


| © ſuch City, Borough, Town or Place, during the Con- 


© tinuance of ſuch Election, as aforeſaid, and ſhall be there. 
of duly convicted, upon an Indictment to be preferred at 
© the next Aſſizes or Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer to be held 
© for the County where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, every 
« ſuch Officer ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, forſeit the 


Sum of 


Provided nevertheleſs, that nothing in this Act contained 
© ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to the Cities of 
London or Weſiminſier, or the Borough of Southwark, for 
and in reſpect of ſuch Number of Troops and Soldiers only, 
* as are uſually employed as Guards to his Majeſty's Royal 
© Perſon, or are uſually quarterted or billeted near to the 
© Place of his Majeſty's Reſidence, nor to any City, Borough, 
Town or Place, where his Majeſty, or any of his Royal 
Family, ſhall happen to be or feſide at the Time of any 


© ſuch Election, for or in reſpect of ſuch Number of 'Troops 


© or Soldiers only, as ſhall be attendant as Guards to his 
< Majeſty, or to ſuch other Perſon of his Majeſty's Royal 
Family. as is aforeſaid ; nor to any Caſtle, Fort or forti- 


_ © fied Place, where any Garriſon is uſually kept, for or in 


reſpect of ſuch Number of Troops or Soldiers only where: 
of ſuch Garriſon is uſually compoled. 3 
Provided likewiſe, that nothing in this Act contained, 


| © ſhall extend or be conſtrued to extend to any Officer or 


Soldier, who ſhall have a Right to vote at any ſuch Elec- 
< tion, as aforeſaid ; but that every ſuch Officer and Soldier 
© may freely, and without Interruption, attend and give his 
© Vote at ſuch Election, any Thing herein before contained 


© to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 


. Tarl of Ancheſey's N Tucſlay the 15th Day of April, the Houſe of Lords 


Motion for an 
Amendment. 


went into a Committee on the ſaid Bill, and the firſt 
enacting Clauſe being read, the Earl of Angeleſey ſtood up 
and took Notice, That if none but the Secretary at War 
* ſhould be obliged to ſend Orders to the Soldiers to with- 
© draw at the Time of an Election, the Intention of the 


Bill might be eaſily defeated ; becauſe if any future Mini- 
© ſter ſhould have Deſign to over-awe any Election, or any 
Number of Elections, he might get the Secretary at War 


removed juſt before the Elections came on, and no new 


one appointed till after they were over; and as 8 
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« then ſtood, any other Perſon acting as Secretary at War, Aung 3. Geo. II. 


might refufe to iſſue ſuch Orders, by which the Intention 
« of the Bill would be defeated; therefore he would propoſe, 
that after theſe Words, The Secretary at War for the Time 


being, the following Words ſhould be added, wiz. Or ſuch 


* other Perſon to whom it ſhall belong.* Which Amendment 
was agreed to without any Debate. N | 


Then a Motion was made for leaving out the ſecond en- Debate in rela- 
tion to another 


Amendment. 


v 


acting Clauſe, and conſequently theſe Words in the ' firſt 
Clauſe, wiz. And every ſuch Regiment, Troop or Company, or 
other Number of Soldiers, as aforeſaid, all upon the Receipt 
of ſuch Orders accordingly march,  _ 228 


This occaſioned a ſtrenuous Debate, in which the Argu- 
ment for the Motion was in Subſtance as follows, wiz. 


„My Lords, by a Bill which we have this Seffion paſſed Argument for it, 


into a Law, I mean the Bill againſt Mutiny and Deſertion, 
and the Articles of War which are ſettled and ſigned by 
© his Majeſty, in Conſequence of that Bill, we know, that 
© every Officer is obliged, under very high Penalties, to 
© obey all ſuch Orders as he ſhall receive from his Majeſty's. 
* Secretary at War, or any Perſon acting as ſuch : Therefore 
© I mult think it very unneceſſary to lay the Officers under 
any new Obligation, for giving Obedience to thoſe Orders 
* that are by this Bill to be ſent him from. the Secretary at 
War, with reſpect to his removing from any Place where 
© an Election is to be. For this Reaſon, my Lords, I am of 
Opinion, that the ſecond enacting Clauſe of this Bill, which 
js next to be read to your Lordſhips,. ought to be entirely 
left out, and inſtead: thereof a Clauſe inſerted, for laying, - 
© Penalties upon the RY at War, or other Perſon act- 
ing as fuch, who ſhall refuſe or neglect to iſſue Orders, 
© as directed by this Act; and if your Lordſhips agree with 
* me in this Opinion, you muſt of Courſe leave out of the 
© Clauſe now read to you theſe Words, to wit, And every 
* ſuch Regiment, Troop or Company, or other Number of Sol. 
* diers, as aforeſaid, ſhall upon the Receipt of ſuch Orders 
* accordingly march. xy 3 | 

If any Officer, my Lords, ſhould diſobey the Orders 
* ſent him upon any ſuch Occaſion by the Secretary at War, 
he might be tried by a Court-Martial, and ſubjected to the 
* Puniſhment of Mutiny, which is a much more ſevere Pu- 
* niſhment than any, I believe, your Lordſhips intend to in- 
* flict by this Bill; therefore it is very unneceſſary, nay it 
would even ſeem a little ridiculous to make a new Law, 

for inflicting a Puniſhment les ſevere than that _— _ 
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7 e 11. flicted by a Law we have already paſſed this very Seſton ; 


11735. Parliament; and it would be a great Hardſhip upon Off- 
=y cers to ſubje& them to ſo many different Sorts of Trials for 
one and the ſame Crime: Beſides, my Lords, the Regula - 
tion, as it ſtands at preſent in the Bill, might be attended 
with very great, Inconveniences ; for; if every Officer were 
laid under an abſolute Neceſſity, not only ta remove out of 
the Town, but not to return to it upon any Account during 
the Time of an Election, it would be impoſſible for the 
civil Power to have the Aſſiſtance of the Troops in Caſe 
any great Tumult or Riot ſhould happen at an Election: 
Nay, the Enemies of the Government might take the 
portunity of an Election for a new Parliament, to aſſemble 
and form themſelves into great Bodies, at thoſe Places 
where they knew the Troops could not come to diſturb 
them, by which Means, they might be enabled to begin 4 
eneral Inſurrection, and might come to a very great Head 
fore his Majeſty could make any Uſe of thoſe Troops 
which are given him by Parliament, for preſerving the 
Tranquillity of the Kingdom : Even our Enemies. abroad 
might take an Occaſion to invade us, and to land their 
Troops at ſome of our Towns upon the Sea Coaſt during 
the Time of an Election, when, if this Bill as it now ſtands 
ſhould paſs into a Law, none of his Majeſty's Troops could 
come within two Miles of the Place, to diſpute or prevent 
their Landing. 1 | 5 0 
Theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, convince me, that no 
one of your Lordſhips will be for allowing this Clauſe to 
ſtand as it is in the Bill, without making ſome conditional 
Proviſion or Exception; and I cannot comprehend how any 
ſuch can be made, without ſubjecting the Nation to greater 
Dangers than thoſe we propoſe by this Bill to avoid ; for, 
if we make an Exception, that the Troops ſhall leave the 
Town, and ſhall not return, unleſs ſome great Danger 
happens, or is to be apprehended, we muſt give a Power 
to ſome Perſon or other to judge when that Condition exiſts ; 
and where to lodge this Power, does not to me ſeem eaſy 
to determine: To lodge ſuch a diſcretionary Power in the 
returning Officer, or in any other Magiſtrate of a little 
Borough, would certainly be of the moſt dangerous Con- | 
ſequence to the Freedom of EleQions ; and it would be as | 
dangerous to lodge it by an expreſs Law in the Breaſt of | 
the returning Officer. Thus, to make this Reſtraint ab- | 
ſolute, may embroil the Nation in civil Wars, and to | 
make 1t conditional may endanger the Freedom of our | 
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Elections; for which I muſt think it much better to lay 
the Officers under no Reſtraint or Obligation, but = 
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© which they are now under by the tial Law, and the Anno g. Ceo. Ir. ; 
Mutiny-Bill we have already paſſed; By them the Officers 773. 
will always be obliged to obey the Orders they receive from re 
the Secretary at War, unleſs ſome very ſudden and unfore- 
« ſeen Accident makes it abſolutely neceſſary for them to act 
« otherwiſe ; and in acting otherwiſe, they will always be 
extremely cautious, becauſe if they are not able to make 
the Neceſlity clearly appear, they will thereby ſubject them 
s wy to the Laus againſt Mutiny, x. 
I know, my Lords, it may be ſaid, that as Trials by 
* Court-Martial are very much under the Direction of the 
* Crown, tho' an Officer ſhould, on Occaſion of an Election; 
* diſobey the Orders he had received from the Setretary at 
War, it would be in the Option of the Crown, or the 
«* Miniſters of the Crown, whether or no he ſhould be 
tried before a Court-Martial for ſuch Diſobedience; and 
* conſequently that ſome Officers would be ready to diſ- 
* obey them, as often as they knew that the Orders were 
«© ſent only in Obedience to the Law, but that it was not in- 
* tended or expected they ſhould obey them; but it is'certain, 
© that no Officer would venture to diſobey ſuch Orders with- 
out private Inſtructions in Writing, under the Hand of 
+ ſome ſuperior Miniſter ; and to ſuppoſe that any Miniſter 
* would venture to give ſach Inſtructions under his Hand in 
Writing, or that many Officers would obſerve ſuch private 
* Inſtructions, are Suppoſitions which, in my Opinion, there 
is not the leaſt Ground to make; nay, I think it is almoſt 
_ © impoſſible for us to make ay if we conſider, that if 
any Officer ſhould behave in ſuch an illegal Manner, or if any 
| * ſuch private Inſtructions ſhould ever he divulged, a Com- 
* plaint would certainly be made in Parliament againſt ſuch 
Officer or ſuch Miniſter, and both might expect the high- 
| * eſt Puniſhment the Parliament could inflict. — 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that an Officer could, in ſuch 
© Caſe, hope to evade all Puniſhment before a Court Mar- 
tial or in Parliament, yet even as the Law ſtands at preſent, 
© he could not hope to evade all Manner of Puniſhment ; 
for if any Officer ſhould remain in, or return to any 
Town, during the Time of an Election, and ſhould 
make uſe of the Troops under his Command for over- 
* awing the Election, he might be indicted even at common 
Law upon the Statute of Edward I. called Veſiminſter 
« the firſi; by the 5th Chapter of Which it is declared, 
* That no Man ſhall by Force of Arms, by Malice, or by «+ 
* Menaces diſturb the Freedom of any Election, under the 
Pain of grievous Fine and Impriſonment; which is ſo 
* ſevere a Puniſhment, that it is not to be ſuppoſed any 
1735. | ö r 
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- , Ann»$: Geo. II. . Officer would ſubje& himſelf to it, at the Deſire of any 


* Miniſter, eſpecially, if ſuch Officer were a Gentleman of 
Fortune and Figure in his Country, as moſt of our Offi- 
« cers are at preſent, ' and I hope always will be. 
J hope, my Lords, I have now clearly ſhewn, that 
there is no Neceſſity for laying the Officers of the Army 
under any of the Reſtraints or Penalties propoſed by this 
Bill, becauſe they are already under as great Reſtraints 
and Penalties, as can be ſuppoſed neceſſary for prevent- 
ing their attempting to over-awe any Election, either 
ſtaying in, or returning to, the Place where there is an 
Election, or by making uſe of the Troops under their 
Command, for diſturbing the Freedom of the Election; 
and as it muſt be granted, that the Reſtraints propoſed 
© by this Bill would expoſe us to great Dangers and Incon- 
« yenienc?s, therefore I doubt not but your Lordſhips will 


will 
© agree td the Amendment I ſhall propoſe upon 1 
fave 


© next Clauſe; and for this Reaſon, you muſt agree to 
© out thoſe Words which I have propoſed to be left out of 


- © the Ciauſe now before you.” 


"> 


It was anſwered to the following Effect, wit. 
By the Amendment now offered, my Lords, the Inten- 


tion of the preſent Bill, and indeed of all ſuch Bills, ſeems 
to be very much miſunderſtood ; for it is certain, that 


© all Bills of the ſame Nature with that now before w, 
are deſigned as Limitations and Reſtrictions upon the Pow- 
© er of the Crown, or rather upon the Power of Miniſters 
© ating under the Crown. During his preſent Majeſty's 
© Reign we are certain, that no Encroachments will be 


made upon the Freedom of Elections, by Means of the 


Army, or by any other Means; but this ought not to 
« prevent our making ſuch Regulations, as may appear 


_ © neceſſary for preventing ſuch Encroachments in any fu- 


© tare Reign; and as it has always been ſuppoſed, that 
Troops quartered, or remaining in any Town, during 
the Time of an Election, might be ſome fort of Encroach- 
< ment upon the Freedom of that Election; therefore, ever 


ſince we had any ſuch thing as a ſtanding Army in this 
© Ffland, the Minifters of the Crown have thought them- 
© ſelves, in common Prudence, obliged to order the 


to remove from every Town, where there happened to 

an Election, and not to return to that Town till the 
Election was quite over. This has hitherto been left to 
© the Prudence and Diſcretion of the Miniſters for the 


Time being; and the Reaſon of doing fo was, that $ 
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© have never yet been certain, that a ſtanding Army would Anno 8. Geo. II. 
be kept up for any ſucceeding Year; but now that we ; 


© have continued a numerous ſtanding Army for ſo man 


* Years, and are like to continue it for Years to come, it ; 
was thought proper not to leave that to the Prudence of 


* Miniſters, which might, in ſome future Reign, be made 
* uſe of for the overturning of our Conſtitution ; and there- 
fore this Houſe agreed to the Motion which was made, 
* for ordering the Judges to bring in the Bill now before us : 
For this I muſt think, my Lords, that it was the Opini- 


* on of this Houſe that we ought, by an expreſs Law, to 


put it out of the Power of any future Adminiſtration, to 
* negle& doing that, which all former Adminiſtrations have, 


in regard to our Conſtitution, thought themſelves, in 


common Prudence, obliged to do. A 
This, my Lords, was certainly your Opinion, when you 


agreed to the Order for bringing in this Bill; but from this 
Opinion we muſt now * or we muſt diſagtee with 


* the noble Duke in the Amendment, which he has been 


« pleaſed to offer; for if your Lordſhips deſigu by a new 
Law, to lay a Reſtriction or Limitation upon the Mini- 


* ſters of the Crown, the Execution of that Law is not ſure- 


ly to be entruſted with thoſe upon whom that Reſtriftion 


or Limitation is deſigned to be laid; which would be the 


* Caſe, if the Motion now made to us ſhould be agreed 
to. It is true, the Officers of the Army are, by the 
* Mutiny Bill and the Articles of War, obliged to obey ſuch | 


© Orders as they may from time- to time receive from his 
© Majeſty's Secretary at War, and, in Caſe of Diſobedience, 
they are ſubjected to very greatPuniſhm&nts ; but for this 


' Diſobedience, they are to be tried only by a Court-Mar- | 


* tial, and whether any ſuch Court ſhall be appointed, or 


* whether ſuch an Officer ſhall be tried before ſuch Court 


when appointed, is entirely in the Power of the Crown, 
© or more properly of the Miniſters acting under the Crown, 
who are the very Perſons whoſe Power was deſigned to be 
© limited when this Bill was propoſed. Can we then op” 
* pole, my Lords, that an Officer who diſobeyed ſuch Or- 


ders at the Deſire of a chief Miniſter, would ever be 
brought before a Court-Martial, or tried for ſuch Diſobe- 


* dience? Your Lordſhips cannot ſurely ſuppoſe any ſuch 
thing; and therefore you cannot, in my Opinion, agree 
to the Amendment now propoſed, unlefs you have de- 
© parted from the Deſign you had, when the Order for 
, bringing in this Bill was agreed to. 5 | 

But farther, my Lords, let us conſider who are the 
Judges upon every Court-Martiat; they are all Officers of 

1735. 5 E112 © the 
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Anno 8. Geo. 11, © the Army, Judges, whoſe Commiſſions depend abf6lutely - 
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* upon the Pleaſure of the Crown; and ſhall we leave any | 
© thing relating to the Freedom of Elections, upon 

© which the Preſervation of our Conſtitution ſo much de. 
« pends, to be tried only before ſuch Judges? The noble 
© Duke has told us, that an Officer may, upon any ſud- 
den and uuforeſeen, Emergency, diſobey, or act con- 
* trary to, the Orders he receives from the Secretary at 
War; and, Is it not to be preſumed, that a Court- 
Martial, compoſed of ſuch Judges, will admit of any 
© Emergency, as a ſufficient Excuſe for diſobeying ſuch Or. 
ders, when they know that ſuch Diſobedience proceeded 
© from private Inſtructions, given by a principal Miniſter | 
© of State ? Surely we have not yet forgot what was one 
© of the -principal Grigvances complained of before the 
Revolution; what was one of the firſt things redreſſed by 
© the RevUlution : The general Complaint was, and it was 
© a Complaint but too well grounded, that the Judges Com- 
© miſſions were all during Pleaſure; and therefore they were 
© too apt to follow the Directions they received from the 
© Crown, in any Affair, where the Miniſters thought fit 
to give Directions: Have we not then good Reaſon. to be 


© afraid that the Judges upon a Court-Martial may, in fu- 


* ture Times, do as other Judges during Pleaſure have done 
in Times paſt? And. ſhall we leave an Encroachment y 1 
© the Freedom of our Elections, to be putiiſhed only by ſuch 
* Judges ? Your Lordſhips did not certainly intend any ſuch 
* thing, when you gave Orders for drawing up the Bill now 
© before us; and therefore the learned Judges have very 
© wiſely drawn it up, in ſuch a Manner as to TabjeR the Diſ- 
© obedience of an. Officer, in the Caſe now before us, to 


© a Trial at common Law, which is the only Method by 


which the Bill can be made effeQual. | 
That the ſubjecting of an Officer to ſeveral Sorts of 
f Trials for the ſame Crime, would be a Hardſhip upon the 
Officers of the Army, cannot, my Lords, be an * 
* ment of any Weight, when we conſider that the 
© vation of our Conſtitution is in the other Scale: It has, in 
© many Caſes, been thought neceſſary to ſubje& the Gen- 
* tlemen of the Army to be tried by the common Law, as 
< well as by a Court-Martial: Even by the Mutiny- Bill it 
© ſelf, if any Officer or Soldier ſhall take Quarters againſt 
© Law, or ſhall diſturb his Quarters, he is made liable to 
© be tried by the Quarter-Seſſions; and if, upon ſuch Trial, 
< he be found guilty, if an Officer, he is to be immediately 
« caſhiered: And I hope your Lordſhips will think that an 
Officers diſturbing the Freedom of an Election, 1 
7 | : 


„ - 2 


r ' "y . 2 + WW -. GC” ny - we WV 


« Quarters ; and that therefore you will not think it a Hard- 
« ſhip to ſubject him to a Trial at common Law, in the one 


r 
Affair of greater Conſequence than that of diſturbing his Anno 8. Geo. II. 


« Caſe as well as the other. 


« As to the Dangers and Inconveniences to which it is 
« pretended we may be expoſed, by laying Officers under 
an abſolute Neceſſity of removing from any Place where 
„there is to be an Election, and not returning till that 


Election be over, they are founded, my Lords, upon Sup- 


« poſitions,, T am ſure much more unreaſonable than that of 
« ſuppoſing, that ſame Miniſter may hereafter do what he 
* ought not to do: For to ſuppoſe that any ſuch Number 


* of Men can meet at any Election, as may endanger the 
Government; to ſuppoſe that all thoſe Men are fach as 


« will riſque their Lives and their Fortunes, by Joining in 


© an Inſurrection; to ſuppoſe that they are all regularly 
armed and prepared for War; and to ſuppoſe that this 
Concert can be carried on without the Government's 
hearing a Word of it before the Day of Election; is 
* carrying Suppoſitions, I muſt ſay, a great Length, and 
« endeavouting to perſuade us, to ſeave ourſelves expoſed to 


« real Dangers, by frightening us with thoſe which are al- 


together imaginary. Then, with reſpect to Invaſions, ta 
* ſuppoſe. that an Invaſion may be made, and the Troops 
landed Juſt at the Time, and at the very Place where an 
Election happens to be carrying on, we muſt firſt ſuppoſe, 
* that an Expreſs has gone over to let the Enemy know the 


Day appointed for the Election; that, after their receiving 


this Account, they embark their Troops, fail, and meet 
with ſuch a favourable Wind as to bring them direQly to 
© the Place where the Election is, on the very Day it begins, 
or within a few Days after; and to ſuppoſe that all this 
may be done in ſuch a ſhort Time as what ufually in- 
© tervenes between the appointing of the Day of Eleckion, 
* and that Day's coming on, is really carrying Suppoſitions 
* a moſt extravagant I gt, But, my Lords, if theſe 
were Suppoſitions that could be made, they would be of no 
Weight in the preſent Debate; for it is in all Caſes a cer- 
* tain Maxim, that Inter Arma filent Leges : Upon any fuch 
* Occaſion, the Troops net only might, but ought to march 
into the Town where an Inſurrection or Invaſion happens, 
* notwithſtanding its being at the Time of Election, not- 
* withſtanding the Law now 1 and notwithſtanding 
* any Law that is or can be made: In Times of ſuch 


* Danger, Men are always indemnified for what they may 
be obliged to do againſt the Letter of the Law, and a 
os | i "* particular 


_ 27354 


— 


1735. 


MM a aa a a hy a a A A aA a & a _ 2A 


GG r 6%. 4 6. 4 


(%) | 
Anno 3. Geo. II. particular Act of Parliament for that Purpoſe, has always 


been paſſed as ſoon as the Danger was over. 
As for any little Riots or Tumults that may 


© at the Time of an Election, I cannot ſee, my Lords, why | 


© there is any more Danger to be apprehended from them 


© now than there was formerly, when we had no ſuch thing 


© as regular Troops, either to prevent their happening, or 
© toquell them when they did happen. In former Times, 
© the civil Power was always found ſufficient for prevent- 


ing Riots, or for quelling them and puniſhing the Authors 
© of them; and conſidering the ſevere Law againſt Riots, 
© which was lately made, and is till in Force, I am ſure it 
cannot be ſaid, that the civil Power is now leſs ſufficient for 
that Purpoſe than it was formerly. Beſides, my Lords, 
we all know, that a Riot or Tumult at an Election makes 
it a void Election; therefore it is always the Buſineſs of 


thoſe who have the ſtrongeſt Party, to endeayour to pre- 
vent all ſuch ; and indeed there is ſeldom or never any 


iſtrates, who preſide at the Election, doing ſome ſignal 
juſtice to the Electors. But ſuppoſing that there may 
happen now and then a few broken Heads or bloody 


every little Magiſtrate, or perhaps, a Cuſtom-Houſe 
cer, a Power to call them in when he has a mind? 


© Even the noble Lords, who have ſpoke for the Amend - 
ment, ſeem to think it dangerous to give by Law, to. 
any returning Officer, or Magiſtrate of a little Borough, 
a Power to call in the Troops during the Time of an 
Election whenever he pleaſes ; and they likewiſe ſeem ta 
think it dangerous to give, by Law, a Power to the Offi-, 
cers themſelves to remain in, or return to, the Place. 
where an Election 8 to be, whenever they think it 

| the Amendment they propoſe, the 
commanding Officer for the Time, is to be veſted with 
this very Power: The Secretary at War, indeed, is to. 
be obliged to ſend his Orders for the Troops to remove; 


neceſſary ; yet by 


but, as the noble Lords themſelves have explained it, 
the commanding Officer may diſobey theſe Orders in caſe 
of any ſudden and unforeſeen Emergency, without ryn- 
ning any riſque of being tried or puniſhed by a Court- 
© Martial for ſuch Diſobedience; and we may depend on 
© it, that ſuch Emergencies will never be wanting, when 

5 | La prune 


prone Riot happens, but what is occaſioned by thoſe who 
ve a mind to make' the Election void, or by the Ma- 


Noſes at an Election, are we, on that Account, to have 
all our Elections carried on under the Terror and Influ- 
ence of a Regiment of Soldiers? Or are we to give them 
a Pretence to be preſent at all our Elections, or to Fi 
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a prime Miniſter has a mind that the Troops ſhould re- Anno 8. co. Bt, 
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main in, or return to the Place where an Election is car- 
* rying on: Nay, it will always be in the Power of any 
returning Officer, or Magiſtrate of a little Borough, or of 
any Cuſtom-Houſe or Exciſe Officer, to furniſh the com- 
« manding Officer of the Troops with ſuch an Emergency; 


for we know that the Troops have always a general Or- 


der to be aſſiſting to the civil Power, and likewiſe to all 
Officers of the Revenue; and therefore the returning Offi- 
cer may at all times pretend that he is apprehenfive of a 
Tumult, and may demand the Aſſiſtance of the Troops; 
or a Cuſtom-Houſe or Exciſe Officer, may demand their 
« Aſſiſtance in ſeizing or ſearching for ſmuggled Goods ; 
and this will be a ſudden and unforeſeen Emergency, that 
will always excuſe the commanding Officer of the Troops, 
for diſobeying the Orders he receives from the Secretary at 
War, when any prime Miniſter but inſinuates, that ſuch 
© Excuſe ſhould be admitted of by the Court-Martial, in 
Caſe the Officer ſhould ever be brought to a Trial for any 
* ſuch Diſobedience. | _ TTY 

« I am really ſurprized, my Lords, to find thoſe who 
are ſo apprehenſive of Inſurrections and Invaſions, and ſo 
very apt to ſuppoſe Dangers from thence ariſing, at tne 
< ſame Time ſhewing themſelves ſo very little apprehenſive 
of the Deſigns of future Miniſters, and ſo unwilling to 
* ſuppoſe, that the Conſtitution of this Kingdom and the 
© Liberties of the People, can ever be in any Danger from 
* ſuch Deſigns. I am ſure, my Lords, there is nothing more 
natural, than to ſuppoſe, that we may have, in ſome future 
© Reign, an ambitious, rapacious, or wicked Miniſter ; and 
as the Safety of ſuch a-Miniſter, can conſiſt in nothing ſo 
much as in deftroying the Freedom of our Elections, we 
* muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe that he will leave no Stone un- 
turned for accompliſhing that wicked Purpoſe ; therefore 
« we muſt likewiſe neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that he will ſend ſuch 


private Inſtructions, as have been mentioned, to the com- 


manding Officers of the Troops, in all Places where he 
cannot influence the Election by any other illegal Means; 
and as ſuch a Miniſter may probably have the ſole Ma- 


nagement of his Maſter, it is well known what Lengths 


* ſome Officers may go, rather than riſque their Commiſſions 
* by diſobeying his private Commands, or in order to re- 
* commend themſelves to his Favour for Preferment : Such 
* an illegal Obedience to miniſterial Inſtructions is not, in- 
* deed, to be apprehended from the preſent Officers of our 
Army, but they are not immortal; and we do not, we 
cannot know by what Sort of Men they may be * ; 
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be indicted, tried and puniſhed at common Law, by virtue 


4 Place, or for returning to the Place, where an ection is 


Law upon the Statute of Euward the Iſt. 


* 


/ 
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« ſervation of our Conſtitution to leave thoſe Officers, who 
C may hereaſter encroach upon the Freedom of our Elections, 
to be tried only by thoſe Who may be guilty of the ſame 


Crime, and at the ſole Pleaſure of thoſe whole Intereſt it 


© may be, whoſe Safety may; depend upon it, either not to 
6 try henwat all, or to try them only in order to acquit 

A Proſecution in Parliament is not to be apprehended, my 
Lords, either by Officers or Miniſters, when by ſuch illegal 
< Means they have-got a Parliament to their own Liking ; 
and as to Officers being ſubje& to a Trial at common Law, 
upon the Statute of Edward the Iſt, I muſt obſerye, that 
if an Officer or any other, ſhonld commit a Breach of 
the Peace, by openly endeavouring to over-awe an Elec- 
tion, or by openly intimidating any returning Officer or 
Elector, he might be indicted, tried and puni at com- 
© mon Law upon that Statute; but no Officer or Soldier can 


« of that or any other Statute, for not removing from the 
© carrying on; and the Deſign of this Bill is, at leaſt I al- 
ways . the Deſign of it to be, to prevent the Officers 
© or Soldiers being preſent in any Town or Place upon any 
* ſuch Occaſion z for if they are allowed to be preſent, they 
may fall upon twenty Ways to influence, and even to gver · 
© awe the Election, without its being poſſible to prove any 
© overt Act againſt them; ſo as to indict them at common 


This was, my Lords. what made the Bill now before us ; 
< neceſſary; the Deſign of the Motion was, and when your . ? 
© Lordſhips agreed to that Motion, I muſt think your Def 8. 
was, to make it criminal in any Officer or Soldier, to . D 
« preſent in any Place during the Time of an Election, un- 50 
* lefs he was there as an Eleftor ; but if your Lordſhips agree f. 


to the Amendment now propoſed, you alter the whole In - be 


tention of the Bill; you make it indeed eriminal in the Se- «of 


C 

« cretary at War, not to iſſue ſuch Orders as are directed by 

© the Bill, but you do not make it criminal in ati Officer or i , 
Soldier to be preſent in any Place during the Time of an "9 


Election; at leaſt, you do not make it a Crime for which 
© he may be legally tried at common Law: Nay, in my 
Opinion, it will not be ſo criminal, after the paſſing of this 
«© Bill, as it was before; for, before the bringing in of this 
„ Bill, an Officer did not know but that he might be brought 
© toa Trial at common Law, if he remained in any Town, 
or returned to it during the Time of — 
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« hereafter, if he brings his Regiment, Troop or Company Anno 8. Geo. II. 


. 
« to the very Place of Election, and plants Centries to attend 
« the Poll-books, he knows how he is to be tried; he is to 
« be tried by his Brother- Officers in a Court-martial, and I 
« do not know but their Sentence may be pleaded in Bar, to 
any future Indictment brought againſt him upon the Sta- 
« tute of Edward the Iſt; for what Interpretations may 


* hereafter be put upon this laſt Law, cannot now be ſo eaſi- 


« ly determined: And therefore, I hope, your Lordſhips 
* ill paſs the Bill in the ſame Shape the learned Judges have 
brought it in, unleſs ſome more convincing Reaſon than any 
I have yet heard ſhould be given, for turning it into a Shape 
very different from that in which it is at preſent.” 


The Reply was in Subſtance, as follows, viz. 


1735. 


My Lords, what was the Deſign of other Lords, when Reply. 


they moved for, or agreed to, the Order for bringing in 
* this Bill, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but all I thought 
© was intended, either by the Motion or Order, was, to lay 
Miniſters, in time to come, under a legal Obligation of do- 
* ing that which Miniſters in time paſt have always done 
without any Obligation, but what aroſe from the great Re- 
« gard they have always ſhewn to the Freedom of our Elec- 
* tions, From this Regard, Care has always hitherto been 
taken, when there was to be an Election at a Place where 
© any Troops were quartered, to ſend Orders for the 'Tr 

to remove to ſome other Place during the time of the Elec- 
tion; and all I expected was to be done by the Law pro- 
© poſed, was, to enact, that ſuch Orders ſhould always be 
* ſent upon every ſuch future Occaſion. This was my only 
© Deſign, when I agreed to the Order for bringing in this 


* Bill ; and this Deſign would be fully accompliſhed by the 


* Bill, when amended as has been propoſed. I never in- 
* deed once imagined, that the Officers and Soldiers ſhould 
be abſolutely baniſhed from any ſuch Place during the time 
* of an Election; I could not imagine, that it was to be 
* made highly criminal in any Officer to appear as a private 
Gentleman in any ſuch Place, in order to viſit his Friends 
in the Town, or to drink a Glaſs with any Gentleman of 


his Acquaintance, who might perhaps come into Town 


© upon that Occaſion; and I muſt think, that the paſing of 
* ſuch a Law would really be doing them a very. great In- 


jury; it would be treating them as Enemies, not as Sub- 


* Jets ; whereas, while our Army continues upon its preſent 
* Footing, I think both the Officers and Soldiers ought to 
be looked on, not only as Subjects, but as Subjects as much 
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'© tutjon, and of the Freedom of our Elections. 


« I was likewiſe, my Lords, far from ſuppoſing, or ever 
« deſigning, that it ſhould, by Law, be put abſolutely out of 


the Power of the Troops to remain in the Town, or to re. 


© turn to the Town where an Election happened to be, even 


© in a Caſe of the utmoſt Neceſſity and Danger; for, though 


I do not think we need be at preſent under any very great 
© Apprehenſions of Inſurrections or Invaſions, yet I think we 
* ought not to paſs a Law, which may tend directly to en- 
© courage them: It cannot, tis true, be ſuppoſed, that any 
© ſuch great Number of Men can meet at any one Place of 
Election, as may endanger the Government; but ſuch a 
great Number may meet in a few Days at the Place of an 
Election, and may form themſelves into ſuch a regular 
© Body, if they have but two or three Days time for that Pur- 
< pole, as to put it out of the Power of the Troops in that 
© Neighbourhood to diſperſe them; nay, to oblige the Troops 
in that Neighbourhood to march off and leave them; by 
c which means two or three ſuch Bodies of Men, formed at dif- 
* ferent Places in the time of a general Election, may be able to 
join together, and thereby form ſuch a Body as might en- 
danger the Government: Then as to Invaſions, the very 
© Day of an Election at any of our Sea-port Towns, cannot 
indeed be known till after it is appointed; but after the 


« Writs are iſſued for a new Parliament, the Days of Election 


may be nearly gueſs'd at, and a foreign Enemy, by good 
© Intelligence, might very eaſily take their Meaſures, ſo as 
© tocome to land at ſome of our Sea-port Towns on the yery 
© Day of Election; upon ſuch an Emergency, the Officer 
© would certainly be excuſed if he marched his Troops into 
© Town, in order to attack them; but till they began to 
land, he would not venture the Breach of ſuch a ſevere 
Law, and after their having began to land, it would be 
« too late for him to march from the Quarters aſſigned him 
during the Time of Election, which might probably be at 
© three or four Miles Diſtance from that Town. | 
With reſpeQ to 'Tumults and Riots, my Lords, the Rea- 
© ſon of the ſevere Law againſt them is very well known, and 
© may be remembered by ſeveral of your Lordſhips : At that 
Time, even with the Aſſiſtance of the regular Troops, the 
* civil Power was ſeldom or ever able to quell the Riots and 
© Tumults that happened, till after they had done much 
« Miſchief; and if the regular Troops were quite out of the 
* Caſe, I am convinced we ſhould, at many Elections, have 
* ſuch Tumults as could not be ſoon quelled by the civil 
* Power, though now armed with ſuch a ſevere Law 3 for 
TY « you 
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your Lordſhips muſt conſider, that ſuch Tumults or Riots Anno 8. Geo. II. 
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* are ſeldom made, by thoſe who have a Right to vote at 
© any Election; and it often happens that thoſe Candidates, 
who have the Majority of the Mob upon their Side, have 


the Majority of legal Voters againſt them; at all which 


places, it is probable, we ſhould have dangerous and very 
© miſchievous Tumults, if the Mob were aſſured, that the re- 
* gular Troops could not be brought againſt them: They 


* would very much deſpiſe the Proclamation againſt Riots, if 


they knew that there was no armed Force,ſufficient for put- 
ting the Law in Execution, after that Proclamation was read. 

As it might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, by 
© an expreſs Law, to lay an abſolute and a pereniptory Obli- 
© gation upon the Troops, not to remain in, or return to, 
© any Town, during the Time of an Election, notwithſtand- 
ing the greateſt Neceſſity and Danger; ſo, my Lords, it 
might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, by an expreſs 
Law, to give a Power to the Troops to remain in, or to 
return to ſuch a Town, whenever they thought there was 
any Neceſſity for their ſo doing; but I hope your Lord- 


* ſhips will conſider, that there is a very great Difference be- 


© tween a Power given by Act of Parliament, and that Power 
«* which ariſes from the immediate Neceſſity a Man is under: 
In the firſt Caſe, the Proſecutor muſt ſhew, that the Perſon 
« proſecuted exceeded the Power given him by Law, which, 
© in many Caſes, could not be ſo eaſily done; in the laſt, 
* the Perſon proſecuted. will certainly be condemned, unleſs 


© he can ſhew, to the Satisfaction of the Court, the Neceſſity 


© he was under: Thus, by the Amendment now propoſed, 
* the Secretary at War is to be obliged to ſend his Orders to 
© the Troops to remove; and, by another Law paſſed this 
* Seffion, the Troops are obliged, under very ſevere Penal- 
ties, to obey thoſe Orders; nothing then can excuſe their 
* Diſobedience, but ſome very unforeſeen and dangerous E- 


* mergency,and that Emergency muſt be made appear to the 


© Court, by the Officers who are guilty of ſuch Diſobedience. 
© I am as ſenſible, my Lords, and as much apprehenſive 
© of the Dangers to which we may be expoſed, by the De- 


* figns of wicked Miniſters, as any Lord in this Houſe, and 


* ſhall always be for uſing all proper Precautions againſt the 
* Deſigns of ſuch. For this Reaſon I agreed to the bringing 
in of this Bill; and as I am of Opinion that the Amend- 
* ment now offered, will not derogate, in the leaſt, from 
its Efficacy againſt ſuch Deſigns, therefore I can make no 


* Difficulty in agreeing to it; for by the Bill, when amend- 


* ed as propoſed, it will be impoſſible for any Miniſter to 
* encroach upon the Freedom of our Elections, by means of 
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abandoned, as to ſacrifice their Honour, their Conſcience, 
© and their Country, to the Favour of a Miniſter ; which is a 
< Suppoſition, I am ſure, we have no Ground to make 
© from paſt Experience: As the Officers of our Army muſt 
© always be Subjects of Great Britain, we cannot wr. — 
© ſuch a general Depravity of Manners among them, without 
« ſuppoſing the ſame Depravity among all other Ranks of 
Men in this Kingdom; and againſt ſuch a Depravity it is 
impoſſible to provide: Miniſters will always have it in their 
Power to beſtow Preferments and Rewards, upon Judges 
© at Common Law, as well as upon Officers of the Army; 
and in caſe of ſuch a general Depravity, we muſt ſuppoſe 
© the former infected with it as well as the latter; in which 
© Caſe, the Freedom of our Elections would be no better ſe- 
© cured, by ſubjecting the Officers to a Trial at Common Law, 
© than by ſubjecting them to a Trial before a Court - Martial. 

« 'Tis true, my Lords, it has always been thought im- 
c proper to have regular Troops in any Place where an Elec- 
< tion is carrying on; and in this general Opinion I -readily 
join; I do think it is improper, but I cannot think it quite 
© ſo dangerous as it has, in this Debate, been repreſented ; 
«© for really I cannot well form to myſelf an Idea of any Prac- 


© tices that either Officer or Soldier could be guilty of, for 


© over-awing, or encroaching upon, the Freedom of an Elec- 
tion, without expoſing themſelves to an Indictment upon 
© the Statute of Edward the firſt. I am ſure, if they threat- 
© ened any EleQor, or, by Force, prevented any Elector 


from coming to give his Vote, that Elector would be a good 


Evidence for the King; upon his ſingle Oath, a Bill of In- 
dictment would probably be found by the Grand Jury; 
and I do not know but upon his ſingle Evidence, if corro- 


© borated with any Circumſtances, they might be found 


< guilty upon the Trial; ſo that I am apt to believe, it 


« would be impoſſible for the Officers or Soldiers, to make 
© uſe of any ſuch Practices, as would be effectual for over - 


* awing, or giving a Turn to an Election, without expoſing 


©. themſelves to a certain Danger, not only of being proſe - 
cuted, but of being convicted at common Law, upon the 


« Statute I have mentioned; and therefore, unleſs we ſuppoſe 


© a Miniſter to have the Direction of our Courts of Law, as 
© well as cf our Courts-Martial, I doubt much if he could 
prevail upon many Officers to join with him, in over-aw*' 


ing or encroaching upon the Freedom of our Elections. 


That the Bill now before us, or the Amendment propoſed, 
— 
the firſt, is what I cannot, my Lords, apprehend : If an 


© ſhould in the leaſt derogate from the Statute o 
* Officer 
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. 
Officer diſobeys the Orders of the Secretary at War, and Anno 8B. Geo, II. 
remains in. or returns to, any Town, during the Time of 1735. 
an Election, he is, for ſuch Diſobedience, to be tried by a ; 
© Court-Martial ; but for any Encroachment upon the Free- 
dom of an Election, he is not ſurely to be tried by a 
« Court-Martial ; and therefore no Trial by a Court-Martial 
can ever be pleaded in Bar, to an Indictment upon the Sta- 
© tute of Edvard the firſt. By that Statute, he may ſtill be 
© tried at common Law, if he openly encroaches upon the 
© Freedom of any Election; and by the Bill now before us, 
* when amended as propoſed, he may be tried by a Court- 
Martial, and ſeverely puniſhed, if he keeps the Troops in 
© the Town, or returns to the Town where an Election is 
carrying on, without a very immediate Neceſſity for his (6 
1 doing 4 By theſe two Methods, I think, the Freedom of 
our Elections will be ſufficiently ſecured, againſt all En: 
croachments from our Army; and therefore I ſhall be for 
agreeing to the Amendment propoſed” .. 5 


The Queſtion being then put for agreeing to the Amend- 
ment, it was, upon à Diviſion, er in the Affirmative, — 5 
by 70 to 35. FD. 7 FF 


The Motion for the Amendment, was made by the Dake Speakers. 
of Neaocaſſle, and ſupported by the Earl of Cho[mondeley, the 
Eirl of Warwick, che Lord Hardwitk, and the Lord Chan- \ 
cellor : It was oppoſed by the Earl of 4y/esford, the Earl of | 
Atingdon, the Earl of Augleſea, the Earl of Cheſterfield, the 
Earl of Scarborough, the Lord On/low, the Earl of Nin - 
chelſea, the Lord Bathurfl, and the Lord Carteret, 


At laſt the Preamble of the faid Bill was read {the Pre- Motion for an- 
amb'e being always the laſt Part of the Bill which is read in other Amend- 
the Committee upon the Bill) and a Motion was made, that ment. 
theſe Words, wiz. To the end therefore that the ſame 
may be ſafely tranſmitted to — and for the avoid- 
ing any Inconveniences that may ariſe thereunto, from any 
Regiment, Troop or Company, or any Number of Soldiers, 

* which ſhall be quartered or billeted within any City, Bo- 
rough, Town or Place, where any Election of Member or 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, or of the ſixteen Peers to 
© repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, or of any 
* of them, ſhall be appointed to be made,” ſhould be left 
out; and that, inſtead of them, theſe Words, wiz. That 
it hath been the conſlant Uſage and Practice, to cauſe any 
* Number df Soldiers, quartered in any Place appointed for 
* eleting Members to ſerve in Parliament, to remove out + oh 

| 6 
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Anno 8. Oeo. II. the ſame during the Time of Election, ſhould be ſub; 
1735-6. ſtitutetc. | | et EOy: 


Upon this Motion there was another Debate, in 1 ih 
the Argument for the Motion was in Subſtance thus, wiz. 


My Lords, I have joined heartily with your Lordſhips, 
in —— Step that al. been taken, . bringing in 
and paſſing the Bill now before us, and ſhall be ready to 
join in every future ny, that may be neceſſary for com- 
pleting ſo good a Work; but, my Lords, there is one 
Conſideration that has all along given me a good deal of 
Concern ; and the preſent I take to be the proper Time 
for explaining myſelf to your Lordſhips, and for offering 
ſomething to obviate the only Inconvenience that is to be 
apprehended from the Bill, as it now ſtands. It is an 
Opinion, my Lords, that almoſt univerſally prevails with- 
out Doors, that no Bill of this Nature is ever brought into 
Parliament, much leſs paſſed into a Law, but for remedy- 
ing ſome Grievance that has been felt and complained of. 
"Tis true your Lordſhips may, and do often, from your 
Prudence and Foreſight, order Bills to be brought in, 
and paſs Laws for the preventing of Grievances in time to 
come, though no ſuch Grievance has before been felt or 
complained of; but thoſe who are not acquainted with 
your Method of proceeding in this Reſpect ; thoſe who 
are unacquainted with the Motives, which may have in- 
duced you to bring in or paſs any ſuch Bill; are always 
more apt to impute it to your Experience, in times paſt, 
than to your Precaution for time to come: This Confide- 
ration has, all along, given me great Concern ; I am 
afraid that evil-minded People may, from our paſſing of 
this Bill, take Occaſion to throw unjuſt Reflexions upon 
his Majeſty's Government, as if ſome Uſe had lately been 
made of the 'Troops, for over-awing or encroaching upon 
the Freedom of Elections; and as there is ſtill a Party in 
the Kingdom, diſaffected to his Majeſty and his Family, 
it is not to be doubted but that they will make uſe of 
this Handle, for ſowing Jealouſies and Fears among his 
Majeſty's beſt Subjects. | | 
This Conſideration, my Lords, weighty as it is, ought 
© not to prevent our paſling ſo good a Bill; but I think we 
_ © ought to take all poſſible Precautions to prevent ſuch a fa- 
© tal Conſequence; and this, I think, can only be done, h/ 
© leaving out ſome of the Words in the Preamble, and in- 
« ſerting others in their Stead, as I ſhall immediately pro- 
« pale. Yayr Lordſhips all Know, that the bringing in 2 


Argument for it. 
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( 479 ) 
« this Bill, was not occaſioned by a Complaint againſt any Anno 8. Geo. II. 
« Uſe that has lately been made of the regular Troops; 732 1 
« your Lordſhips muſt be all ſenſible, that his Majeſty's * OE? 
« Wiſdom and Goodneſs is ſuch, that, he would, by no 
means, permit any of his Troops to be made uſe of, for 
* over-awing or encroaching upon the Freedom of any 
Election; and therefore, to ſatisfy the People, and to 
prevent his Majeſty's Enemies from getting any Pretence, 
for throwing Reproaches upon his Government, I hope 
your Lordſhips will agree to this Amendment in the Pre- | 
«* amble, that theſe Words, To, &{c,” (moved as before- 5 
mentioned.) | | 


The Anſwer was to this Effect, vis. 


„As I have, my Lords, as firm an Attachment to Aniver. 
his .Majeſty and the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, as 

any Man in the Kingdom, I can never hear his Majeſty's 
* Name or his Government brought into any Debate with- 
out the utmoſt Concern ; and it has of late become ſo 
* cuſtomary, to bring the ſacred Name of the King into every 
* Debate, that I wiſh there were ſome Order or ſome Re- 
* gulation made, for preventing the Practice in time to 
* come. Shall we never find Fault with any Meaſure taken 
* by Miniſters; ſhall we never propoſe any Regulation for 
* preſerving our Liberties, againſt any future wicked Ad- 
* miniſtration, but we muſt be told, it will reflect upon his 
* Majeſty and his Government ? My Lords, we are, upon 
all Occaſions, to diſtinguiſh between the King and his Mi- 
* niſters ; between the King's Government and the Miniſters 
* Adminiſtration: His Majeſty and his Government are ſo 
* ſacred, they can never be the Subject of any of our De- 
* bates, and therefore ought never to be mentioned; but 
* the Miniſters and their Adminiftration, may often deſerve 
* our moſt ſeyere Animadverſions: This Diſtintion, my 
Lords, is not only known in this Houſe, but is known to 
* all the People of the Kingdom ; and therefore, whatever 
* Surmiſes may be raiſed, whether juſt or unjuſt, they can 
never affect his Majeſty or his Government; becauſe, if any 
thing has actually been done, which ought not to be done, 
every Man muſt ſuppoſe it was done without his Majeſty's 
* Knowledge, and will never meet with his Approbati- 
« on, : a 


With regard to your Majeſty then, my Lords, or his 
Government, your Lordſhips have no manner of Reaſon 
* to be under any Concern, about the Conſequences of this 
* Bill, or to alter or add any Words for preventing _ 

Rn 6 © 


TY A 3 ad VO. ASD. 


45S S422 +4 t vt 


> rr rr — 


1 1 64800 


Anno B. Geo. II · Conſequences it can be attended with. As to the Mini. 


1735. 


« ſters Adminiſtration, indeed, I do not know but this Bill 
may occaſion ſome Surmiſes that may affect them, and it 
is impoſſible to prevent ſuch ; for the very bringing in of 
© this Bill, will certainly give ground to ſuppoſe that ſome 
« irregular Uſe has lately been made of the Troops, with 
© reſpe& to Elections. I ſhall agree with the noble Lords 
© of the other fide of the-Queition, in this, that it is the 
© general Opinion, that ſuch Bills are ſeldom brought in, 
© but for remedying ſome Grievance that has been felt; 
* nay, I'll go farther, I believe there is a great deal of 
© Reaion for ſuch an Opinion; for it is very well known, 
* that when any Bill is offered for preventing a Grievance, 
one of the moſ powerful Arguments made uſe of againſt 
© it, by a certain Sort of Men, who always oppoſe ſuch 
© Bills, is, that ſuch a Grievance was never yet complained 
of, therefore why ſhould you apprehend it, or make any 
Proviſion againſt it? And this Argument is generally found 
© to be of ſuch Weight, that People ſeldom venture to 
bring in or propoſe any Bill for preventing a Grievance, 
© till after it has been ſeverely felt, and generally, as well 
© as loudly, complained of. As this is generally the Caſe, 
© do not ſee how it is poſſible to prevent ſuch Surmiſes 
© againſt the Adminiſtration ; and what is now propoſed to 
© be inſerted by the noble Duke, will, I am afraid, add 
© Credit to ſuch Surmiſes; for the Words he propoſes to 
© inſert, will certainly be taken by the Generality of People 


without doors, as inferted by the Miniſters, by way of 


© Vindication ; and I remember an old Saying, which, upon 
this Occaſion, I muſt beg leave to repeat; Neſcis guid 
« mali ſecum fit Expurcatio. | 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, the Words propoſed to be 
© inſerted, can, in my Opinion, no way contribute to the 
© Vindication of the Miniſtry ; and as they ſeem to imply 
© a Compliment, not to his Majeſty's Government, but to 
the Miniſter's Adminiftration, I think it below the Dignity 
of this Houſe to paſs ſuch a Compliment, when we do not 
© know whether it be true or not ; for, as we have made no 
© Enquiry; as not the leaſt Proof has been laid before us; we 
* cannot, as Members of this Houſe, declare that it has been 
© the Practice, to cauſe the Soldiers, quartered in any Place 


© appointed for electing Members to ſerve in Parliament, to 


remove out of the ſame during the Time of Election. Nay, 

* Tam ſure we cannot with any Juſtice ſay, it has been 

« conflant Practice; becauſe it has been lately affirmed in this 

© Houſe, by Perſons of great Authority, and not contradicted, 

© that it has not been the conſtant Pradice; and ry l 
2 : | © Nope, 
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none of your Lordſhips can entertain; and therefore I hope 


1 . 
s 


+ hope, even the noble Duke himſelf 


© be left out; and there, indeed, we have Reaſon to ap- 
« prehend Surmiſes, Surmiſes of the moſt terrible Nature, 
« becauſe they will not only affect the Adminiſtration, but 
the Honour of this Houſe. When the People hear that a 
Bill was brought in by the learned Judges, for tranſmitting 
« ſafely td our Poſterity, thoſe Rights and Privileges we re- 
* ceived from our Anceſtors, by preventing the Influence of 
Officers and Soldiers in our Elections; and when they hear 
that we firſt truck out the Clauſe, for ſubjecting Officers 
© and Soldiers to a Trial at common Law, and then ſtruck 
« out thoſe ſacred Words in the Preamble, will they not 
naturally ſurmiſe, that we ſtruck that Clauſe out of the 
Bill, and thoſe Words out of the Preamble, on purpoſe 
that thoſe Rights and Privileges, which we received from 


dur Anceſtors, might not be tranſmitted ſafely to our Po- 


« ſterity? Will it not be ſurmiſed, that the Neceſſity for 
* ſuch a Bill was ſo evident, that there was no withſtanding 
the paſſing of ſome Sort of Bill, but a Majority of this 
* Houſe had taken care to leave out all thoſe Words and 
« Clauſes, which the learned Judges thought were neceſſary 
for making it effeRual ? Theſe are Surmiſes, my Lords, 
we ought highly to regard; and conſidering the ſolemn 
Manner in which the Bill was brought in, confidering the 
Character of thoſe who prepared it, conſidering the Im- 
portance of the Affair it relates to, we have great Reaſon 
* to apprehend, that there will be ſuch Surmiſes. © - 
The inſerting of theſe Words at the End of the Pre- 
* amble, ſhews the Care and Concern the learned Judges 
© have for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, and looks 
* ſomething like the Invocations which, upon all ſuch Occa- 
* fions, the ancient Heathens made uſe of towards their 
Gods; fo that there really ſeems to be ſomething ſacred 
in them, and I cannot but look upon it as a Sort of De- 
* votion, when I argue againſt turning ſuch ſacred Words 
© out of the Preamble of this Bill. Theſe Words are no 
way inconfiſtent with the Compliment propoſed to be in- 
* ſerted ; fo that if your Lordſhips ſhould agree to make 
this Compliment, you may, nevertheleſs, leave the other 
* Words ſtanding as they are: I cannot u form to my 
* ſelf the Reaſon for expunging them, unleſs it be to ſup- 
© poſe, that you are afraid of giving the People too high a 


© Notion of their Rights and Privileges, and too warm an 


Affection for them; which is an Apprehenſion I am ſure 


the 


- 


1735. | Nnn 


| the word conflan? out of the Amendm wh 21M As it 
; word con/iant out of the endment he propoſes. „ 
But now, my Lords, I come to the Words propoſed to — 


( 482.) 


Anno 8. Geo, 11. * the noble Duke will either drop his Motion wholly, or 


1737. 


Reply. 


at leaſt the firſt Part of it: But if he inſiſts upon the 
whole, it ought certainly to be ſeparated, becauſe ſome 
Lords may be for in ſerting the Words propoſed to be in- 


left out; and other Lords may perhaps be of a quite con- 
trary Opinion.” 4 | 


To this it was replied in Subſtance as follows, vx. 


© Whatever there may be, my Lords, in that Diſtinction, 
between his Majeſty's Government and the Adminiſtration 
of his Miniſters, . however well it may be underſtood in 
this Houſe, I am afraid it is not ſo generally underſtood 
without Doors; and therefore I hope your Lordſhips will 
all agree with me in this, that it can be of no Service to 
his _ or to his Government, to raiſe groundleſs and 
falſe Surmiſes againſt the Adminiſtration of his Miniſters : 
And as it cannot be faid,as there cannot be the leaſt Pretence 
for ſaying, that ever any Election was over-awed by the 
regular Troops, therefore I think it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to inſert in ſuch a Bill as this, ſome Words for preventing 
any ſuch Surmiſe; and I muſt think, that no Words can 
be invented more proper for that Purpoſe than thoſe that 
have been propoſed. There may, perhaps, have been 
one, or a very few late Inſtances, where the T did 
not remove from the Place of Election as uſual ; but if 
that Affair were enquired into, it would, I believe, appear, 
there were very ſufficient Reaſons for their not removing; 
ſuch Reaſons as, I believe, would convince every Lord 
cf this Houſe, that it would be of the moſt dangerous 
Conſequence to paſs this Bill, in the Shape in which it 
was brought in. However, to avoid any farther Diſpute in 
© this particular, your Lordſhips may leave the Word can. 
« /tant out of the Amendment. that has been offered, and 
then, I hope, that Part of the Amendment will be una- 
© nimouſly agreed to; for to declare the Truth upon any 
« Occaſion, J can never take to be what is properly called 
© a Compliment, nor can I take ſuch a Declaration to be 


o 
© ſerted, and againſt leaving out the Words propoſed to be 
o 
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below the Dignity of this Houſe, eſpecially when neceſla- 


ry for preventing unjuſt Surmiſes, which, it muſt, atleaſt, 
© be granted, could be of no great Service to his Majeſty or 
6 his Government. 05 N 
As to the Words propoſed to be left out, I take it, my 
Lords, to be a general Rule, that no ſuperfluous and un- 
£ neceſlary Words ought to be inſerted in any Bill; for the 


| © ſhorter any Law is, it, is certainly the better, 4 


—_ 6. 4 
© the Meaning and Intention of the Law be fully and clearly Anno8. Ceo. II. 


« expreſſed ; any ſuperfluous and unneceffary Words, in- 
* ſerted either in the Preamble or in any of its Clauſes, ſerve 
only td confound the true Meaning and Intention of the 
© Law, and to-raiſe Doubts and Difficulties, when it comes 
* afterwards to be applied to any particular Caſe that may 


© occur. Of this Nature I take thoſe Words to be, which 


are now propoſed to be left out: I look upon them as 
* altogether unneceſſary and ſuperfluous ; for the End and 
Intention of the Bill, appears fully and clearly in every 
* Clauſe of it; and therefore it is very unneceſſary to de- 
* clare in the Preamble, for what End it was propoſed. or 
« paſſed: This, my Lords, I take to be the true and the 
* only Reaſon, for moving to have thoſe Words left out; 
and the Reaſon is ſo ſtrong and ſo obvious, that I think 
© it impoſlible the leaving them out ſhould occaſion any un- 
« juſt Reflexions againſt the Adminiſtration, or againſt the 
* Honour of this Houſe ; and, as the Reaſon for inſerting 
the other Words, is as evident as the Reaſon for leaving 
* theſe out, I think there is no Occaſion for ſeparating the 
two Parts of the Queſtion ; being convinced, that all thoſe 
who are againſt any one part of it, will be againſt the 
whole; as, on the contrary, that all thoſe who are for 
any one Part, will be for the whole, as it now ſtands.” 


After this, it being agreed to leave the Word con/ant out queſtion paſs'd in 
of the Amendment, the Queſtion was put upon the Amend- the Affirmative, 


ment ſo amended, which, upon a Diviſion, was carried in 
the Affirmative, by 64 to 28, _ EET 
The Motion for this Amendment was made by the Duke of 


Carliſſe. The 8 rs againſt it, were, the Earl of Ales- 
ford, the Earl of Augleſea, the Earl of Ehefterfield, the Lord 
Bathurſt, and the Lord Carteret. 


Neaucaſile; and — by the Early of Cholmondeley and 


1735» 


Speakers. 


Next Day the Lord Delawar reported from the Committee kan of Ayles- 


of the whole Houſe, the Amendments made by them to the /5-a's Motion to 


ſaid Bill; and the ſame being read by the Clerk, the Earl of recommit the 


Azlesford moved, for recommitting the Bill; upon which the 
Queſtion was put; but, upon a Diviſion it was carried in the 
Negative, by 61 to 33. | | 


Then the firſt Amendment was read a ſecond time, which Ihe frſt Amends 


Bill: On the Ree 
port rejecteu. 


was to leave out the latter Part of the Preamble, and to ment read. 


ſubſtitute Words inſtead thereof, reciting, That it hath 
been the Uſage and Practice, to cauſe any Number of 
* Soldiers, quartered in any Place appointed for eleQing 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, to remove out of the 
* ſame during the Time of Election, as before mention- 


ed. 
1735, Nna2 Which 


, — — rs 1 


wits ee 8 1 


Anno 8. Geo. II. Which 


And agreed to. 


dliers, which ſhall be quartered or billeted within any City, Bo. 


( 484 ) 

being objected to, after ſome new Debate, the. 
| Queſtion was put, Whether to agree with the Committee in 
the ſaid Amendment? | 3 
It was reſolved in the Affirmative, Content 61, Net Cons. 


tent 33. 


Diſſentient. 


/ 


Proteſt thereon, 1. Becauſe we conceive theſe Words, ( To the End there- 
fore, that the ſame may be ſafely tranſmitted to Poflerity, and 


for the- awviding any Inconvenience that may ariſe thereuntq 


from any Regiment, Troop or Company, or any Number of Sol- 
rough, Town or Place, where any Election q Member or 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, or of the fixteen Peers to re- 
preſent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, or of any of 


them, ſhall be appointed to be made) extremely proper in a 


Bill, caltulated to preſerve to us and our Poſterity the En- 
joyment of our Liberties, by ſecuring the Freedom of Elec: 
tions; beſides that, in our Opinion, it ſeems very extraordi- 
nary, to leave out Words that ſingly intimate our Deſire of 
tranſmitting to Poſterity, the Liberties we enjoy ourſelves. 


2. Becauſe we cannot conceive, that there was any Weight 
in the Argument urged for omitting theſe Words, wiz. © That 
they carried an Imputation, that ſome Facts had been com- 
mitted contrary to the Freedom of Elections, which this 
Bill was to prevent for the future: Whereas, in our Opi- 
nion, it is ſo much the contrary, that we think the leaying 
out theſe Words, the natural Importance of which carry no 
Imputation at all, may poſſibly be conſtrued, as a Conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſome irregular Uſe made of Troops at Elections, 
which, it might be apprehended, theſe Words might ou 
out, eſpecially ſince Reports of that Nature have of lat. 
been ſpread, whether well-grounded or not, we do not take 
upon ourſelyes to determine. ES 


Denbigh, Cheſterfield, Litchfield, Bolton, Thanet, Car- 
teret, Beauferd, Lincoln, Coventry, Clinton, Berk 
Hire, Craven, Huntington, Cobham, Bathurſt, 
Shaftsbury, Boyle, Montjoy, Ker, Bridgewater, 

Angleſey, Gowwer, Foley, Winchelſea and Nottingham, 
Hawerſham. "0 


The three next Amendments were read a ſecond time, 
and ſeverally agreed to, e | 


Then 


„ fo fon @Y 
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Then the fifth Amendment was read a ſecond time, being Anno 8. Geo. H. 
to leave out theſe Words, vix. And every ſuch Regiment, 1735. 


« Troop or Company, or other Number of Soldiers as 
« aforeſaid, ſhall, upon the Receipt of ſuch Orders, march. 


Fiſth Amend. © 


- Propoſed to agree with the Committee in the ſaid Amend- * 


ments. 


put upon the ſaid Propoſition, and it was reſolved in the 
Affirmative. Eb. | 9 

The next Amendment was read a ſecond time, and 
agreed to. | | 4 


Which being objected to, after Debate, the Queſtion was And agreed to. 


Then the next Amendment was read a ſecond time, be- As likewiſe the 
ing to leave out the ſecond enacting Clauſe, which was, to ſirth. 


inflict Penalties and Puniſhments on Officers and Soldiers, 
who ſhould refuſe or neglect to remove out of Places, at the 
Time of Elections, and to ſubſtitute Words, inflicting Pu- 
niſhments on the Secretary at War, .in caſe he neglects to 
iſſue Orders for ſuch Removal. f 
And it being propoſed to agree with the Committee in that 
Amendment, 
After ſome new Debate, the Queſtion was put there - 
upon, | 

"And it was reſglved in the Affirmative, Content 64, Nor 
Content 33. 8 | 5 


Diſſentient. fe 


1. Becauſe we conceive, that the leaving out this Clauſe, Proteſt thereon. 


is, in Reality, defeating the Effect and Intention of the 
whole Bill; a Bill thought ſo neceſſary by the whole Houſe, 
that the learned Judges were unanimouſly ordered to pre- 
pare and bring it in, in lieu of a Clauſe to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, offered to be inſerted in the Annual Act te prevent 
Mutiny and Deſertion. 


2. Becauſe we think it much more neceſſary, that Officers 
and Soldiers ſhould be ſubject to he tried by the civil Power, 
for an Offence of this high Nature Arial! the Conſtitution 
in general, than for quartering a Man contrary to the Me- 
thod preſcribed by the Act to prevent Mutiny and Deſertion ; 
for which Crime they are, at preſent, liable to be tried and 
caſhiered by the civil Magiſtrate. 


3. Becauſe we conceive, that this Offence being an 
Offence of the higheſt Nature againſt the civil Government, 
is properly cognizable by the civil Magiſtrate only, and 
moſt improperly reſerved to the Determination of * _ 

| artlal. 


/ 
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AmoZ. Geo. II. Martial. Offences againſt military Diſcipline are ſuſtly re- 


ſerved for the Deciſion of a Court-Martial, as conſiſting of 


2 Perſons of the fame Profeſſion, and confequently the proper. 


eſt Judges; and, by a Parity of Reaſoning, we conceive the 
civil Magiſtrate the fitteſt Judge of civil ces. Wecan- 
not therefore but fear, that a Court- Martial may conſiſt of 


Perſons who may be at leaſt ignorant, and, poſſibly haſty 


and partial Judges of the Merits of an Election. 


4. Becauſe the Intention of the Bill being to prevent any 
Inſults from Troops during the Time of Elections. we ſhould 
provide againſt all poſſible Dangers ; and tho', during his 
Majeſty's eign, we apprehend no ill Uſe will be made of 
the Troops; yet, in future Time, Miniſters may prevail, 


whoſe unpopular and deteſted Adminiſtration may leave 


* 


them no hopes of Security from a free- elected Parliament, 
and reduce them to the violent and illegal Method of em- 
ploying thoſe Troops, kept up by the Corruption of one 

arliament, in the forcible Election, or rather Nomination 
of another: In which Caſe, no Remedy can be hoped for 
againſt Officers ſo offending, ſince, as the Act now ſtands, 
they can only be tried by a Court-Martial, and a Court- 
Martial can only be appointed by the Crown; and, conſe- 
quently, the ſame wicked Miniſter, who may hereafter ad- 
viſe Tuch an Attempt upon our Conſtitution, will not be 
likely to permit his guilty Agents to ſuffer, but the Merits 


of their Crime will carry Impunity along with it. 


5. Becauſe we cannot conceive that the Arguments drawn 
from a Poſſibility of a Riot at an Election, or of a Rebelli- 
on or Invaſion during the Time of Election, wherein the 
Aſſiſtance of military Power may be neceſſary, were in any 
Degree ſufficient to induce the Houſe to leave out this Clauſe; 


 ince, in the Caſe of a Riot, the civil Magiſtrate is already 


armed with a vigorous penal Law, known by the Name of 
the Riot Ac; and in the Cafe of a Rebellion or Invaſion, it 
is well known, that this and all ether Laws would be filent. 
But on the other hand, we apprehend great Inconveniences 
may ariſe, if Tr have Liberty to march into Towns 
during the Time of Elections, at the Requiſition of a partial 
and corrupted civil Magiſtrate, who may call a Majority he 
diſlikes, a Tumult, and ſupply with Force the Want of 
Intereſt of an unknown and unqualified Candidate; by 
which means the Voice of the People may be drowned in 


the Noiſe of Arms, 


6. Becauk 
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6. Becauſe we apprehend, that a very injurious and dan- Anno 8. Gro.If, 


gerous Conſtruction may, by malicious People (too ſpeciouſly) 
be put upon the leaving out of this Clauſe ; that although 
the Unpopularity of rejeCting the Bill itſelf could not be 
withſtood, yet the eluding and enervating the Efficacy of it 
had been directly brought about: Which Suppoſition, how- 
ever groundleſs, may give great Uneaſineſs and Apprehenſion 
to many of his Majeſty's good Subjects, and-may bring very 
great Unpopularity upon the Adminiſtration. An Evil, by 
all poſſible Means to be prevented; fince Hate begets Hate, 
and an Adminiſtration, become unpopular, will ſoon become 
deſperate, and may endeavour to ftrengthen their crazy 
and rotten Foundation, by tearing away, for their own Uſe, 
the Corner-Stones of the Liberty of the People. 


Cheſterfield, Clinton, Ker, Denbigh, Coventry, Montjoy, 
Litchfield, Berkſhire, Bridgewater, Bolton, Craven, 
Thanet, Huntington, Carteret, | Coltham, Beaufort, 


2735. 


F 


Bathurſt, R. Lincoln, Shaftesbury, Boyle, Winchelſea, 


Haverſbam. 


Bot, differ for the above-mnchated eaſons, except the 
t ir 3 Q | 2 


Angleſey, Gower, Fig. 


white Herrings, for a Term therein mentioned, was read a 
third time in the Houſe of Lords, a Motion bein 
made for paſſing the Bill, the Lord Batburſt ſtood up _ 
ſpoke to this Effect, wiz. | | 


| 
My Lords, though the A 2 againſt this Duty, Lord Barkwff's 
© and againft this deſtructive Method of raiſing Money, Speech againk ity 


were ſo fully ſtated and explained when this Duty was laſt 
« revived, that nothing now can be ſaid upon the 
© Subje& ; yet as there are now ſeveral Lords in this Houſe 
who were not here at that Time, I muſt beg leave to re- 
« peat one of the Arguments then made uſe of, which is, 
I think, now ſtronger in ſeveral Reſpects than it was at 
that Time. Figures, my Lords, are ſtubborn things, there 
is no twiſting them into any Shape but that which is natus 
* ral and right; and ſome Facts are ſo evident and ſo noto- 
* riouſly known, that they cannot be denied or controvert- 
Jed. From theſe, my Lords, it muſt appear to _ 

| | * an 


N Friday the 25th of April, the Bill for granting and Salt-Bill read a 
O continuing the Duties upon Salt, and upon red and third Time. 
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© that the Nation muſt, in nine Years, pay near 800,000 /, 
© for the 800, ooo J. which by this Bill is to be raiſed fot 
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the current Service of the preſent Vear: For as this Sum 
of 500,000 /. is to be immediately borrowed at an Intereſt 
of 4 fer Cent. we muſt pay the Intereſt upon that whole 
Sum, or very near it, for nine Years, which is an additi- 
onal Sum the Nation muſt at laſt pay, amounting to near 
180,coo/. Then, my Lords, the Expence of raiſing and 
collecting this Tax for four Years longer, mult likewiſe be 
all paid by the Nation, and this will amount to at leaſt 
120,000 J. more; for, according to the loweſt Computa- 
tion, the Expence of collecting this Duty has always been 
reckoned at 25,000 J. per Annum for England, and 50001, 
per Annum for Scotland; this amounts to a yearly Sum of 
30,000 J. which in four Years amounts, as I have ſaid, 
to the Sum of 120,000 J. Thus, my Lords, from Fi- 
gures and Facts it is plain, that for the 500,000 J. now to 
be borrowed, the Nation muſt, in nine Years, pay 500,000, 


for Principal, near 180,000 J. for Intereſt, and 1 20,500/. 


for Charges in collecting, being in all 800,000 /. 

We have heard it, my Lords, ſtrongly inculcated, both 
this Seſſion and laſt, that, upon the preſent Emergency, we 
ought to endeavour to give foreign Powers great Ideas of 


the Wealth and the Strength of this Nation, and of our 


Readineſs to engage in the War, in caſe we ſhould at any 
Time hereafter find it neceſſary ſo to do. This, we have 
been told, would oblige them to ſet Bounds to their ambb 
tious Views, and give Far to thoſe reaſonable Terms of 
Peace which his Majeſty was to propoſe : Bat when it i 
ſpread abroad, that now, in a Time of Peace, ina Time 
of profound Tranquillity, we are borrowing Money at the 
rate of 60 per Cert. for the current Service of the Year; 
will any Power on Earth imagine, that we have any Wealth 
or Power left, or that we dare engage in an expenſive and 
dangerous War ? Surely, 'my Lords, we muſt admit, that 


there is ſome fort of Paralle] between the Circumſtances of 


a Nation, and thoſe of a private Man; and J ſubmit to 


your Lordſhips, if you would not look upon a Man 


in private Life as a Bankrupt, if he ſhould attempt to 
borrow Money at a Premium of 60 per Cent. Therefore 
F muſt conclude, that the Powers now engaged in War, will, 
from the very Caſe now before us, look upon this Nation 
as Bankrupt, and will reckon us as unfit for engaging in a 
heavy War, as a Bankrupt in private Life would be far 
commencing an expenſive Law-ſuit : And whether ſuch ap 


© Opinion can contribute towards obliging the Powers engaged 
in 


1 
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e in Wat to ſet Bounds to any of their ambitious Views, Anno. Geo, IT. 
© or to give Ear to the reaſonable Terms of Peace which his 1735. 
Majeſty is to propoſe, I leave to your Lordſhips to judge? = 8 


To this no Anſwer was made, but the Qyeſtion called for, The Oueſtion 
which being accordingly put, was carried in the Affirmative, pa%'d in the 
without a vition. | 2 Affirmative. 


Mmediately after this Bill was paſſed, the Bill for ena- Nlotion for paſ- 
bling his Majeſty to apply the Sum of one Million out ſing the Sinking 
of the Sinking Fund, for the Service of the Year 1735, was Fund Bill, with 
(according to Order) read a third time, and a Motion made de Debate uren 
for its being paſſed, which being oppoſed, there enſued a a 
long Debate, in which the Arguments againſt the Bill were to 
this EGG, le OTE 7 5 


I have often, my Lords, heard it made uſe of in this Argument a- 
Houſe, as an Argument for our agreeing to what was then gainit it. 
before us, that it would ſtrengthen his Majeſty's Hands, and add 
to the Credit and Efteem of the Nation ambng Foreigners, 
This, my Lords, is an Argument that, when properly ap- 
plied, will always have great Weight with me; and I think 
it never was, nor ever can be more properly applied, than 
againſt our agreeing to paſs this Bill. Hitherto, or at leaſt, 
till within this Year or two, the Credit and the public Faith 
of this Nations have always been in great Eſteem among Fo- 
reigners, becauſe they ſaw we had not only a Power to pay 
off honourably, all the Debts we. contracted during the. laſt 
heavy War, but that we had the Wiſdom and the Will to.do , 
ſo; and had actually ſet apart a conſiderable and a growing 
Fund for that honeſt Purpoſe: This our Friends obſerved 
with Pleaſure, becauſe from thence they took us to be in a 
flouriſhing Condition, and expected we would ſoon be free 
of all former Debts, and conſequently, would ſoon be in a 
Condition of giving them the ſame powerful Aſſiſtance we had 
given them in the fat War, in caſe they ſhould, at any time, 
be unjuſtly attacked: This our Enemies looked on with En- 
vy, with Dread, and with Awe, becauſe they ſaw we were 
in a Condition to revenge any Inſults they. ſhould offer, and 
to give a Check to their ambitious Projects: But the Bill we 
have juſt now paſſed, and the Bill now before us, will quite 
change the Scene: To ſee us in the Time of a profound 
Peace, not 'only continuing, but mortgaging one of the 
heavieſt and moſt dangerous Taxes under which our People 
groan ; to ſee us laying violent Hands upon that ſacred Fund 
which has been ſet apart for the Payment of our Debts, which 
ſtands actually mortgaged to the public Creditors, will make 
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the whole World believe that the Nation is reduced - to. thy 
loweſt Ebb: This will of courſe transfer the Pleaſure from 
our Friends to our Enemies: The former may, perhaps, pity 


and bemoan, but the latter will moſt heartily deſpiſe and 
contemn us. | En 


/ 


My Lords, when the Sinking Fund firſt began to be nib- 
bled at, I was afraid of the Conſequence, and I foretold 
what has now come to paſs. I foretold, that the next $ 
would be to apply the whole to the current Service of the 
Year, and I am afraid, there are ſome among us, who al- 
ready begin to think of making it a Building inſtead of a 
Sinking-Fund ; I am afraid, there are ſome who have already 
formed a Project, of making it a Fund for contracting new 
Debts, inſtead of being a Fund for paying off the old; and 
this I am the more afraid of, becauſe of the new Doctrine 
we have heard advanced in this Houſe, 'That the public 
Creditoxs have no manner of Right in the Sinking-Fund, that 
they have no Title or Right, to demand any thing of. the 
Government, but the regular Payment of their Intereſt. This, 
my Lords, was to me a Doctrine entirely new, a Doctrine 
which gave me the utmoſt Concern, becauſe I looked on it 
as a Prelude towards the mortgaging of that ſacred Fund, for 
bringing a new Debt upon this Nation ; and the Application, 
which is to be made of that Fund, by the Bill now before 
us, I look on as a paving of the Way for that pernicious 
Project; ſo that what I am this Day to ſay upon this Sub- 
ject, I ſhall ſay, by way of taking my Leave of that ſacred 
Fund for ever, unleſs your Lordſhips Wiſdom and Prudence, 
or ſome very unexpected Accident, gives a moſt agreeable 
Diſappointment, | . 
But I hope Ph Lordſhips will now take this Doctrine 
to your Conſideration, and will this Day diſmiſs it with that 
Contempt it deſerves, in order to prevent the pernicious Con- 
ſequences with which it is fraught. For my own Part, my 
Lords, I have always looked upon Bills, upon which any 
Sums of Money have been borrowed, as Contracts between 
the public and the private Perſons who lent their Money up- 
on the Credit of ſuch Bills; and when conſidered as ſuch, it 
is certain, all the Clauſes and Conditions of them ought to 
be moſt religiouſly obſerved and moſt punctually fulfilled, 
In this Light let us conſider the Sinking-Fund: The Taxes 
from which that Fund aroſe, were all at firſt mortgage to 
the Creditors of the Public, every Shilling ariſing from ſuch 


< 


Taxes were, by the expreſs Words. of the Bills, by which 
thoſe Taxes were firſt eſtabliſhed, mortgaged for Payment of 
the Principal and Intereſt, or at leaſt the Intereſt of what 
Money was lent upon them ; the Laws by which thoſe Mort- 
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gages were made, are till ſabſiſting, they ſtand as yet unre- Anno 8. Geo, IT, 


pealed, they cannot be repealed, but by the Conſent of thoſe, 
who lent their Money upon them, or by the Conſent of thoſe 


Perſons, who now ſtand in the Place of the firſt Lenders; 


and while theſe Laws ftand unrepealed, while there is a 
— due upon any of the Mortgages thereby eflabliſhed, 
it is a 

duce of thoſe Taxes to another Uſe, without Conſent of 
thoſe, who have now a Right to the Mortgage. I do not 
know, indeed, but in this Caſe, the tacit Conſent of the 
public Creditors may be thought ſufficient ; but this is not 
the only Conſideration z we ought tb conſider what is the In- 
tereſt of the Nation in general, and every Man who conſi- 
ders the general Intereſt, muſt conclude, that the ſooner we 
pay off our public Debts, the leſs they will coſt us in the 


End, the leſs Intereſt we ſhall pay for them, and the ſooner 
it will be in our Power to free the People from ſome of thoſe 


Taxes under which they now fo heavily groan. 
I have already ſhewed, my Lords, what a Prejudice the 
Bill now before us, may be to the Credit and Eſteem of the 


Nation abroad; and as I look upon it as ſome fort of En- 


croachment upon that national Faith, which is engaged to 
the Creditors of the Public, by ſo many ſolemn Acts of Par- 
lament, I muſt think it will do a great Injury to our public 
Credit at home, among all Men who ſeriouſly reflect and 
conſider the Conſequences of Things : Theſe are fatal Con- 


ſequences, but theſe, my Lords, are not the moſt fatal! 


The diverting of this ſacred Fund, and applying it to the 
current Service of this Year, is, in my Opinion, one of the 
greateſt Injuries that can be done to his Majeſty and his Fa- 
mily : To apply this Fund to current Services, in order to 
prevent the People's being ſenſible of any new Expence 
that has been brought upon them, and to enable Miniſters to 
provide for that Expence, which their Meaſures have made 


neceſſary, without laying any new Tax upon the People, may 


perhaps be a good temporary een for an Adminiſtra- 
tion; it may give a Miniſter an Opportunity to vaunt, that 
he has relieved the Landed -Intereſt, that he has charged them 
with but one or two Shillings in the Pound, and by this he 


may put off the evil Day for the Time of his Adminiſtrati- 


on: But this, my Lords, is ruining his Maſter, it is an un- 
dermining of the Government. Adminiſtrations are fleeting 
Things; Miniſters are always changing; a mear, temporary 


Expedient may do for a Miniſter, who has no View beyond 


the Term of his own Adminiſtration ; but his Majeſty's Go- 


vernment is permanent, I hope it will endure in him and his 
Family for ever; and to make uſe of any little, —— | 
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reach of public Faith, to apply any Part of the Pro- 


173$» 


Anno 8. Geo. II. 


1735. 


Sn © 7 

eh which may in the End greatly endanger or dif. 
treſs his Majeſty's Government, or the Government of any 
of his Family, is a moſt imprudent Step ; at preſent, my 
Lords, I ſhall call it by no worſe a name. The Bill now 
before us, I muſt look on as ſuch an Expedient; it is nothi 

but a temporary Expedient for concealing from the People, 
the Expence which the Nation is to be put to for this enſu- 
ing Year : In a few Years the People, who are now eaſed 
by this Expedient, will all be gone ; in a ſhort Time, few 
or none of - them will be alive, to expreſs their Gratitude for 
the Eaſe they now meet with; and as the Eaſe given to the 
preſent Generation, will fall with double Weight upon Poſ- 
terity, they muſt neceſſarily groan heavily under the Bur- 
den; they will have Reaſon to complain, they will have 


Reaſon to murmur, and. moſt of them may, from that 


only Cauſe, become diſaffected to his Majeſty and his 
Family. | | ; 
If we have any Reſpect, my Lords, if we have any Re- 
gard for the illuſtrious Family now upon the 'Throne, this 
Cone ought to make us tremble, when we hear an 
ſuch Expedient mentioned, as that now before us. But theres 


ſtill another Conſideration which ought to have 2 Weight: 


If we have a mind ever to be free of that of De 
the Nation at preſent labours under, particular Care ought 
to be taken, to make a proper Application of the Sinking- 
Fund during all Times of Peace; for if this Nation ſhould 
happen to be engaged in a War, we cannot ſuppoſe, that 
the Sinking- Fund will amount to near ſo much as it does at 
preſent; I am indeed afraid, it would, upon ſuch an Emer- 
gency, almoſt entirely evaniſh ; and this ought to be parti- 
cularly taken Notice of by thoſe, who may now perhaps be 
forming Projects for raiſing new Debts upon the Credit of 
the Sinking-Fund. The true Nature of this Fund, is ve 

little underſtood by thoſe who imagine, that it has been all 
got from the Diminution of the Intereſt payable to the Cre- 


ditors of the Public. It is very well known, that by the 


Diminution of Intereſt in the Vears 1717 and 1727, we got 
in the whole but 697,000 J. annual Income, and out of this 
Sum we ought to deduct the annual Sum of 100,000 J. fincs 
added to the Civil Lift, we ought to deduct the Salt-Duty, 
which has been lately taken from the Sinking-Fund, and 
made a Fund for contracting a new Debt, and we ought ta 
make many other Deductions I could name, all which added 
together, amount to the yearly Sum of above 690,000 J. ſa 
that properly ſpeaking, it is but a moſt inconſiderable Part of 
the preſent Sinking-Fund, that can be ſaid to ariſe from the 


Diminution of Intereſt payable to the Creditors of the Pub» 
bis, — 3 _— 
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The real and the chief Foundation of our preſent Sinking- 
Fund 1s to be looked for, my Lords, in a very different Ar- 
ticle ; the greateſt Part of it ariſes from the Encreaſe of our 
Taxes above what they produced in Time-of War. The 
Produce of thoſe Taxes, which were impoſed for Payment 
of any Money raiſed during the War, was computed accord- 
ing to what they brought in yearly at that Time; but now 
in Time of Peace, every one of thoſe Taxes produces a great 
deal more yearly than it difl at that Time, and it is from this 
Encreaſe, that the greateſ} Part of our preſent Sinking-Fund 
truly ariſes, This will appear evident from comparing the 
Produce. of our Cuſtoms and Exciſe now in Time of Peace, 
with what they produced in Time of War. In ten Years of 
Peace, at leaſt a Sort of Peace, from Chriflmas 1722, to 
Chriſtmas 1732, the Cuſtoms produced, upon an annual Me- 
dium, 1, 603, 805 J. whereas in the laſt ten Years of the War 
they produced, upon an annual Medium, but 1,260,732 /. 
the Difference of which is 343,073 /. yearly Produce more in 
Time of Peace than it was in Time of War ; but there ha- 
ving been an Alteration made fince the Year 1712, and be- 
fore the Year 1722, in relation to the Drawbacks of the 
old Subſidy, and in relation to the Duties on Coffee, Tea, 
Chocolate and Brandies, which, ſince the Year 1712, and 
before the Year 1722, were taken from the Cuſtoms and 
turned into Exciſe, the Produce of both theſe Articles, which 
we may reckon. at leaſt at 200,000 J. annually, ought to be 
added to the annual Produce of the Cuſtoms for the ten 
Years, from Chriſtmas 1722 to Chrifimas 1732, or it-ought 
to be deducted from the annual Produce of the Cuſtoms in 
the laſt ten Years of the War; in either of which Caſes, it 
will make the Difference between them 543,073 {yearly En- 
creaſe in the Branch of our Cuſtoms only. Then, my Lords, 
with reſpect to the Exciſe, we ſhall find, that the Exciſe on Beer 
and low Wines (without including that on Coffee, Tea, Cho- 
colate and Brandies) for three Years, from Miaſummer 1729 
to Midſummer 1732, at an annual Medium, amounted to 
1,238,902 /. and the ſame Exciſe in three Years of the War, 
from Midſummer 1709 to Midſummer 1712 (being the only 
three Years after the additional third) was, at an annual Me- 
dium, but $97,662 I. the Difference between which two Pro- 
duces, is 341, 240 J. yearly Produce more in Time of Peace 


than it was in Time of War; and theſe two yearly Encreaſes 
amount to the Sum of 884, 313 J. which comes all in yearly 


to our Sinking- Fund, by the Encreaſe of our Taxes now in 
Time of Peace, more than they produced in Time of War: 
It is true, it may be ſaid, that the Duties upon Coffee, Tea, 


Chocolate and Rrandies, have likewiſe greatly increaſed, and 
— — ve likewiſe greatly —— 
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deducted from the 1, 260, 732 J. Let us then deduct a propor- 
tional Sum, which is 157, 224 f. the Produce of the Cuſtoms 
in Time of War will then appear to have been, at a Medi. 
um, 1, 103, 508 J. but then the Encreaſe of the Duties upor 
Coffee, Tea, Chocolate and Brandies, or the Difference be- 
tween 200,000 J. and 157,2247. which is 42,7767. muſt 
be added to the Produce of the Cuſtoms in 'Time of Peace, 
in which Caſe, the whole will amount to 1,646,581 J. ſo 
that the Difference comes out to be the ſame. | 
J hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me for making uſe of 
ſo many Calculations ; for the Affair now before us is of 
ſuch Importance, that it deſerves the moſt ſerious, the moſt 
minute Conſideration. Figures, my Lord, cannot err, and 
by them it evidently appears, that near 900,000 J. of our 
preſent Sinking-Fund ariſes annually from the Encreaſe of our 
Cuſtoms and Exciſes: Can we ſuppoſe, that ſuch an En- 
creaſe would continue, if this Nation ſhould be involved in 
War? Are we not rather to ſuppoſe, that both would ſud- 
denly decreaſe, and would in a ſhort Time come to the fame, 
or very near the ſame Standard they were at during the laſt 
War? In ſuch a Caſe, could we hope to diſcharge any great 
Part of our Debts yearly, by means of our Sinking.F und? 


Could we hope to contract new Debts, or to ſupport a hea 


and expenſive War, upon the Credit of ſuch a Fund? 'Thoſe 
who are juſt ſinking and ready to periſh, may catch hold of 
any Twig, may build their Hopes upon any Chimeras ; but 
I hope this Nation is not yet reduced to ſuch a Condition, 
as to truſt to a Twig, which muſt ſink as ſoon as we catch 
hold of it, I hope we will never place our Security in any 
thing, but what has a ſolid and a laſting Foundation; anda 
ſolid and laſting Foundation we can find nowhere, but in the 
real Wealth and hearty Affections of our People: While 
the People are loaded with Debts, they cannot be ſaid to have 
real Wealth; while they are over-burdened with Taxes, we 
cannot expect their hearty AﬀeCtions ; and as nothing can 
be ſo effectual for clearing them of their Debts, for relieving 
them from their Taxes, and for gaining their Affections, as 
a moſt religious Application -of the Sinking-Fand, to the 
Uſes for which it was originally intended, I muſt therefore 
be againſt the Miſapplication propoſed by the Bill now be- 
fore us. 7 

To this it was anſwered, in Subſtance, as follows, viz. 

My Lords, it is to me really ſurprizing to hear ſome 
noble Lords declaring the great Concern they have for the 
Credit of this Nation abroad, and at the ſame time, with 
the ſame Breath, doing all they can, to leſſen the 9 
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and the Eſteem of this Nation among Foreigners, by endea- Anno g. Geo. Th 


youring to eſtabliſh it as a Maxim, that even the Parliament 


cannot diſpoſe of the Sinking-Fund to any Uſe, but that 


of paying off ſome Part of our Debts, contracted before 
the Year 1716; for if it were ſo, it is certain, no foreign 
Power would have ſuch a high Notion of the Power and the 
Strength of this Nation as they would naturally have, if 
they knew that we had a Million Sterling coming in. year- 
ly, without laying any one Tax upon our People, which 
we might, as we thought fit, apply, either to the paying 


off ſome of our old Debts, or towards raiſing Forces for our 


own Defence, or for aſſiſting our Friends, or puniſhing our 
Enemies, I muſt therefore think, that every. Man, who 
has a true Regard for the Credit of this Natio among Fo- 
reigners, will, when he conſiders the Affair thoroughly, en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh the contrary Maxim; and I hope this 
Houſe will, by paſſing the Bill now before us, endeayour to 
convince all Foreigners, that we have a Power, when we 
think it neceſſary, to apply the Revenue of the Sinking- 
Fund, towards their Aſſiſtance or Correction. When Fo- 
reigners conſider, what great Expence we have been at this 
Year, in augmenting our Forces both by Sea and Land; and 
that notwithſtanding ſuch an Expence, we have laid but two 
Shillings in the Pound upon our Land, I am ſure it will give 
them a greater Opinion of the Wealth and the Power of this 
Nation, and will contribute much more towards our Credit 
among them, than the paying off a Million of our Debt 
could poſſibly have done: They will conſider, that we may 
continue the ſame Forces as long as we have a mind, with- 
out raiſing any new Taxes upon the People, and that when- 
ever we find it neceſſary we may make very conſiderable 
Additions, by only encreaſing our Land-Tax to what is 
uſually paid in Time of War; and therefore we muſt con- 
clude, that the Methods taken this Year for raiſing Money 
for the current Services, are the moſt prudent that could 
have been taken, for eſtabliſhing the Credit and Eſteem of 
this Nation abroad; and that they are no way inconſiſtent 
with any Obligation we are under to the Creditors of the 
public, . I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate. 2 

Even ſuppoſing, my Lords, the public Creditors had a 
Right to inſiſt upon it, that the Sinking-Fund ſhould never 
be applied to any thing, but the paying off ſome Part of the 
Debt due to them, yet it has been admitted, that their 
tacit Conſent would be ſufficient for giving the Parliament a 


Power to apply it to other neceſſary Purpoſes ; and as no 


Objection has been made by any of the public Creditors, to 
the Application now propoſed ; as every one of them is, I 
| | believe, 
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any ſuppoſed Right in them, no Objection can be made to 


LY tue Bill now before us; fo that at preſent, it ſeems to be an 


but the Foundation of that beneficia 


unneceſſary Diſpute, whether the Creditors have any Right 


in this Fund or no. However, as it may, in my Opinion, 
very much leſſen our Credit abroad, as it might ſubſe& this 
Nation to very great Inconveniences, to ſuppoſe, that even 


the Parliament could not diſpoſe of the Sinking-Fund to any 


other Purpoſe, if the Creditors ſhould think fit to object to 
that Diſpoſal; I hope your Lordſhips will give. me leave 
to ſtate that Matter, in the Light in which it appears to 


o 


If the 2 Creditors, my Lords, have any Right to 


demand, that the Sinking-Fund ſhall never be applied to any 
Uſe but to the paying off ſo much of their Principal year- 
ly, that Right muſt ariſe either from the Reaſon and Spirit, 
or from the e Words of thoſe As of Parliament, by 
which the Sinking-Fund was firſt created. With reſpect to 
the Reaſon and Spirit of thoſe Acts of Parliament, it muſt be 
deduced from that Cauſe, upon which they were principally 
founded ; and it is well known, that the Proje& which gave 
riſe to thoſe Acts of Parliament, did not proceed from any 
Terms offered by the Creditors: They never ſo much as 
thought of offering to give up a Part of their yearly Intereſt, 
in order to eſtabliſh a Fund for paying off their Principal; 

| Project, and the true 
Cauſe of thioſe Acts of Parliament was this, the natural In- 
tereſt of Money had decreaſed ſo much, and the Credit of 
our public Securities had become ſo extenſive, ' that ſome 
Gentlemen, who had the Good of their Country much at 


Heart, thought it was proper to take Advantage of the hap» 


py Circumſtances the Nation was in at that Time, in order 


to leſſen the Intereſt payable to the Creditors of the ie; 


for this e, they ſounded the Inclinations of ſome of 
the leading Men in the monied Companies, and other rich 
Men in the Kingdom, to ſee if they would lend the Govern- 
ment any large Sum of Money, at an Intereſt of 5 per Cent, 
and this was no ſooner propoſed, than it was agreed to ; by 
which it was found, that the Government could borrow at 

fer Cent. as much Money as would be ſufficient to pay off 
all the Debts then redeemable by Parliament, which bore an 
Intereſt of 6 per (aut. or above: Thus the Project was ſoon 
brought to Maturity, and when the Proprietors of thoſe 
Debts, found they were like to be paid off, they choſe ra- 
ther to accept of a leſs Intereſt for their Money, than to take 
their Principal, when they did not know where to place it 
out to any Advantage: They were fo far from demanding 
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any Conditions, they were ſo far from 2 that the Anno 8. Geo. II. 
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Government ſhould, lay themſelves under any Obligations, 
that they readily-came, and were glad of being allowed to 
accept of the Intereſt that was offered them; and why the 
Government ſhould without being aſked, without any Con- 
fideration, lay themſelves under a peremptory Obligation, 
to apply the Savings, made by that Reduction of Intereſt, 
to the paying off the Principal, is what I cannot compre- 
hend, is what cannot, I think, be ſuppo'ed. \ 
Now, my Lords, with reſpe& to the expreſs Words of 
thoſe Acts of Parliament, by which the Sinking- Fund was 
eſtabliſhed; let us examine the Acts themſelves, to ſee if we 
can find in any one of them ſuch Words as can poſſibly be 
underſtood: to mean, that the Sinking-Fund thereby eſtabliſn- 
ed ſhould) in all future Times, be inviolably applied to the 
paying off the public Debts, without leaving it in the Pow- 
er, even of the Parliament itſelf, ever to apply that Fund to 
any other Purpoſe. The Acts by which the Sinking-Fund' 
was firſt eſtabliſhed, are, The Act for redeeming the Duties and 
Revenues ſettled for paying off the four Lotteries, which is called 
the general Fund- dd. The A for redeeming ſeveral Funds of 
the Bank of England: And the AR for redeeming the yearly 
Fund of the South- Sea Co which three Acts were all 


paſſed in the third Year of his late Mejeſty; and in the 


Preamble of every one of them, the Decreaſe of the com- 
mon Intereſt for Money, is expreſly aſſigned as the Cauſe for 
paſſing them, without the leaſt notice taken of any Cove- 
nant between the public Creditors and the Government, 
about the future Application of the Sinking-Fund then efta» 
bliſhed, which would «certainly have been recited if there 
had been any ſuch thing, or if any ſuch thing had been in- 
tended. The Preamble of the Act for redeeming the Bank- 
Fund is very remarkable: It recites, © That the Go» 
* vernor and Company of the Bank of England, in regard 
© that the common Rate of Intereſt for Money, is very 
much leſſened under your Majeſty's moſt auſpicious Reign, 
Dare willing and ſoon after are theſe remarkable 
Words, — * $0 as they may be ſatisfied the ſaid laſt year y 
* Sum, till Midſummer, 1718, inclufively ; and ſo as the 
future Payments of the ſaid Sum of 88,75 1. 17 5s. 10 d. Far- 
© thing, may be ſecured to them, from the ſid Feaſt-day 
till the Redemption thereof, and ſo as the ſaid yearly Sum 
be made redeemable upon one Year's Notice: Here 
my Lords, is the Contract between the Government and the 
Bank fully recited, nd not one Word mentioned of a Co- 
venant between the two contracting Parties, about the Applica- 
tion of the Sinking - Fund: And in this Act, when the Surplus or 
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Anno 8. Geo. II. Exceſs, occaſioned by the Reduction of Intereſt, comes to 


be diſpoſed of, it is expreſly declared and enacted, That 
© the Exceſs or Surplus, which at any time ſhall or may be 
« produced by the ſeveral Rates, Duties, Revenues, — In- 
comes thereby appropriated, ſhall attend the Diſpoſition 
© of Parliament, and be applied according to Act or Acts 
of Parliament in that behalf, and not otherwiſe.” —— By 
theſe Words, my Lords, this Exceſs or Surplus is ſo far from 
being appropriated to the paying off our Debts, that it is, in 
as expreſs 'Terms as could be deviſed, left to the future Dif- 
poſition of Parliament. | 2 eds 

The Preamble to the South-Sea Act, my Lords, is much, 
to the ſame Purpoſe, the Words are — And whereas the 
© ſaid Governor and Company are contented, in regard the 
© Rate of Intereſt is very much leſſened, to accept, after 
© Midſummer 1718, one Annuity of 500, coo J. being after 
© the bis of 5 J. per Cent. per Ann. for the ſaid ten Millions.“ 
— Here your Lordſhips likewiſe ſee the Reaſon why that 
Company was contented to accept of 5 J. per Cent. Intereſt: 
It was becauſe the common Rate of Intereſt was very much 
leſſened : This, my Lords, is the only Reaſon expreſſed z and 
if there had been any other Reaſon, it would certainly have 
been expreſſed. In like manner, the Exceſs or Surplus of 
the South-Sea Funds, are by this Act expreſly declared to 


-attend, from time to time, the Diſpoſition of Parliament, 


and to be applied according to Act or Acts of Parliament in 
that behalf, and not otherwiſe : From which Words it is to 
me as evident as Words can make it, that this Exceſs or Sur- 
plus was not then deſigned to be diſpoſed of at any one Time, 
or to any one particular Uſe, but was to attend the Diſpoſi- 
tion of Parliament from time to time. 80 that 1 
am ſure neither the Bank nor the South-Sea Company can 
pretend to have, from either of theſe two Acts, any Right 
or Property in the Produce of the Sinking- Fund. 0 

The only other Act by which the Sinking- Fund was eſta- 


5 bliſhed, is that I have mentioned, which is called, The ge- 


neral Fund- Act; and in the Preamble of this Act likewiſe, 
my Lords, the Cauſe or Conſideration for paſſing the ſame, 
is expreſly mentioned to be, That the common Rate of In- 
tereſt ſor Money had been very much leſſened; after 


which the End and Intention of the Act is likewiſe men- 


tioned in theſe Words, Nov, to the end a ſufficient 
Fund may be eſtabliſhed, for Payment of all the Annuities 
© which ſhall be payable in purſuance of this Act, it is 
© enacted, ** Theſe Words I beg your Lordſhips would 


take particular notice of; becauſe, if there had been any 
Intention to appropriate the Sinking-Fund, thereby eſtabliſh i 


— 
* 


ed 
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whatever, there would certainly in this Part of the Act have 
been added ſome Words to this Effect, And likewiſe, 
«* that a ſufficient- Fund may be eſtabliſhed for Payment of 
* the principal Sums for which thoſe: Annuities are to be 
* payable, it is enacted, From all which I think it is 
evident, that none of the public Creditors, whoſe Intereſt 
was at that Time to be reduced, made any Contract with the 
Government, or deſired to lay the Government under any 
Obligation for applying the Produce of the Sinking-Fund to 
the Payment of the principal Sums due to them, and to no 
other Purpoſe whatever; and in that caſe we muſt ſuppoſe 
that the Clauſe in this laſt Act, by which the Surpluſſes in 
the three Acts I have mentioned, are directed to be ap- 
plied to the Diſcharge of the national Debts incurred before 
1716, in ſuch Manner and Form as ſhould be directed and 
appointed by future Acts of Parliament, was never intended 
for any thing elſe but as a Direction for the Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury, and other Officers of the public Revenue, how, 
and by what Authority they were to diſpoſe of the ſaid Sur- 
pluſſes or Exceſſes: It was certainly never intended as an 
Implication of any Agreement or Contract with the public 
Creditors, or as a Law which no future Parliament could 
repeal, alter or amend, without the Conſent of the public 
Creditors. | | 

If then, my Lords it cannot be ſappoſed from any thing 
that paſſed, or any thing that was enacted in the Year 
1716, that the public Creditors, whoſe Intereſt was then 
reduced, ſtipulated any Appropriation of the Sinking-Fund 


to the Payment of the principal Money due to them, I am 


ſure the Creditors concerned in the Irredeemables, can much 
leſs be ſaid to have made any ſuch Stipulation ; for it is cer- 
tain, they were no way concerned in the Tranſactions of that 
Year ; and as for the Tranſactions of the Year 1720, it can 
as little be ſaid, that they then ſtipulated any thing from the 
Government, becauſe that whole Tranſaction was carried on 
between the Government and the South. Sea Company; and 
that Company never deſired any thing more fromthe Govern- 
ment, but only a Liberty to encreaſe their capital Stock, by 
redeeming, purchafing or taking in the redeemable Debts, 
and the irredeemable Annuities, providing that their capital 
Stock might be encreaſed according to the Terms, and in 


the Proportions in the Preamble of that AR mentioned; and | 


that they ſhould have ſach an Annuity upon their Capital ſo 
encreaſed, as is therein ſtipulated z all which,” your Lord- 
ſhips may ſee in the Preamble of that Act; but in no Part of 
jt, nor in any Part of the Act, is there the leaſt Intimation 
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the Company, that the Surpluſſes or Exceſſes to be thereby 
created, were to be appropriated to the Payment of our pub+ 
lic Debts, and to no other Purpoſe. It is true, the Com- 


mons here declare their being deſirous to have the public 
Debts and Incumbrances le as faſt as may be, with 


regard to Juſtice and the public Faith, and I belieye every 
Man who wiſhes well to his Country, deſires the ſame; hut 


the Company, who were then the only contracting Party 


with the Commons, are ſo far from making any Stipulation 
for that Purpoſe, that they do not ſo much as declare their 
being defirous it ſhould be ſo : From all which, my Lords, I 
think it is evident, that none of the public Creditors, have, 
either by the Intention and Spirit, or the expreſs Words of 


the Laws by which the Sinking- Fund was eſtabliſhed or en» 


creaſed, any Right to demand, that the Produce of the 
Sinking-Fund ſhall be applied to the paying off their Prin- 
cipal: On the contrary, I think it is as evident as Words can 
make it, that the Application of that Fund is entirely left to 
the Diſpoſition of Parliament: That it ought to be applied 
to the Diſcharge of the national Debt, contracted : 
1716, is what no Man will doubt; but that the general In- 
tereſt of the Nation may require, and that the Parliament 
may order its being otherwiſe applied, without the Conſent, 
or even againſt the Inclination and Prayer of the public Cre 


ditors, is what, I believe will be as little doubted by any Man | 


who conſiders its original Inſtitution, | 22 

Another Argument, my Lords, has been made uſe of 
againſt this Bill, which I muſt confeſs I do not well com · 
prehend: It has been ſaid, that it may be of dangerous Con- 
ſequence to his Majeſty and his Family: If I thought there 
were the leaſt Gr for ſuch an Argument, it would cer- 
tainly be with me a moſt prevailing one: But when J confi» 
der the heavy Load that has for ſo many Years been laid 


upon the Landed-Intereſt of this Kingdom, I muſt think | 


there is nothing more juſt than to take all Methods for givi 
them Relief; and bow an Act of public Juſtice can be 


dangerous Conſequence to his preſent Majeſty, or to any of 


his illuſtrious Family, I cannot comprehend. There was no 
other Way of raiſing the Money propoſed to be, raiſed by 
this Bill, but by laying four Shillings in the Pound, inſtead 
of two, upon Land ; and in that Caſe, I am ſure the landed 
Gentlemen would have, complained, and would have had 
Reaſon to complain of our having loaded them with ſuch a 
heavy Tax,, when we had a Million in our Hand, which-we 
might have applied towards their Relief. The Nation would 
have been very little ſenſible of the Relief given them by 
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paying off a Million of our Debt, bat the Landed-Intereft Anno 8. Geo. HI. 
would have been deeply ſenſible of ſo heavy a Tax, by 1735+ 
which we muſt of courſe have raiſed a great many Enemies nd 
to his Majeſty's Government, without procuring him-any * 
Friends: Whereas, when Poſterity reflects upon the Neceſ- 
ſity we are now under, and the dangerous Situation we are 
in, they will .readily excuſe our not having cleared them of 
a Million of Debt at ſach a critical Conjuncture. e 
T ſhall readily. agree with the noble Lords, that a goo 
Part of our Sinking - Fund ariſes from the Produce of moſt of 
our Taxes having greatly encreaſed ſince the laſt War; but 
that this Encreaſe is entirely owing to the Peace we have en- 
joyed, is what I cannot; my Lords, admit; for I am con- 
vinced that it ariſes from the Encreaſe of our People, the 
Encreafe of our Luxury, and the ſuperior Care now taken 
in collecting our Taxes, and preventing all manner of Smug- 
gling. Theſe I take to be the chief Cauſes of that Enereaſe 
in the Produce of our Taxes, which has happened fince the 
laſt War; and in this Opinion I am confirmed by this Ob- 
ſervation, © that the Enereaſe has grown up gradually, where> 
as, if it had been occaſioned by nothing but the Peace we 
have enjoyed, it would have grown up all at once; the En- 
creaſe would have been as great, or very near as great, the 
firſt Year after the Peace was eſtabliſhed, as it is atpreſent z 
the contrary of which we know by Experience : Now, as 
neither of theſe Cauſes can be much affected by any War 
but a civil War, which I hope this Nation will never be en- 
gaged in, therefore I hope, and I think I have good Reaſon 
to hope, that our Sinking-Fund will be very near as large 
in Time of War as it is now in Time of Peace. I do not 
know that any Man ever formed-a Proje&, or has ſo much 
as once had it in his Thoughts to mortgage the Sinking-Fund, 
or to raiſe any new Debts upon that Credit; but. my Lords, 
if we were actually engaged in a War, I ſhould think it a 
Maxim of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to his Majeſty 
and the royal Family, to load and oppreſs the SubjeQs with 
new and heavy Taxes, rather than apply the Sinking-Fund, 
yearly as it ariſes, to the Uſes of the War, inſtead of ap- 
plying it to the paying off the old Debts of the Nation ; and 
for this Reaſon I cannot think it of any great Service to his 
Majeſty or to his Family, to endeavour to eſtabliſh it as a 
Doctrine, that the publie Creditors have an indefeafible 
Right in the Sinking-Fund, and that the ſame cannot - be 
. by Parliament to any other Uſe without their Con- 
ent. + WE | TOE : 
But, my Lords, if the public Creditors had ſuch an in- 
defeaſiole Right in this Fund, it mult then be granted, * 
, "op 


* 
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of thoſe Taxes which are moſt prejudicial to the Trade, 


moſt burdenſome on the Manufactures, and moſt oppreflive 


upon the Poor of this Nation: And yet I have lately ſeen a 
Pamphlet hawked about in the Streets, under the Title of a 
Proteſt entered by ſome noble Lords, upon this Houſe's diſ. 


agreeing with them in a Motion for our coming to a Reſo. 


lution, that the Sinking-Fund ſhould always be applied to 
ſuch Purpoſes, and to none other. How this can conſiſt with 


the Doctrine now advanced, that this Fund cannot be ap- 
plied to any Purpoſe, but that of paying off the Debts of the 
Nation, contracted before the Year 1716, I muſt leave to 


other Lords to explain. However, they need not, I think, 
give themſelves any great Trouble about getting over this 
Difficulty, for I have clearly ſhewn, that there is no Foun- 
dation for ſuch a Doctrine. I have ſhewn, that the Sinking. 


Fund was at firſt intended to be left to the Diſpoſition of 


Parliament ; that it was chiefly deſigned for paying off the 
Debts of the Nation, but that the Parliament may apply it 
to other neceſſary Purpoſes ; and I think there can be no 
Purpoſe more neceſſary, than that of preventing our being 
under a Neceſſity of Loading the landed Intereſt with four 
Shillings in the Pound ; therefore I muſt think the Bill now 
before us a moſt reaſonable Bill, and I hope your Lordfhips 
will order it to paſs. 


The Reply to this was in Subſtance as follows, vis. 

My Lords, I do not know what may be the Way of 
thinking among ſome People in this Nation; but I am ſure 
it is the general and the right Way of thinking, to compute 
the Strength and Power of a Nation, from that Revenue 
which it may apply towards a War without running in Debt, 
or loading the People with heavier Taxes than they will pa- 
tiently ſubmit to pay. A Nation may, upon ſome extraor- 
dinary Emergency, be obliged to run itſelf ſomething in 
Debt ; but, as every Mortgage upon a private Gentleman's 
Eſtate, is a Step to the Ruin of his Family; ſo every pub- 
lic Debt that is contracted is a Step to the Ruin of a Na+ 
tion ; therefore no Nation, unleſs they are mad, will con- 
tract any Debt, as long as they can yaiſe what is neceſſary 
for the Yearly Expence, by ſuch Taxes as they think the Peo- 
ple will patiently ſubmit to pay ; and the Peopie of every 
Country will certainly ſubmit patiently to pay any Tax 
that can be laid upon them, if they have a Confidence in 
their Governors, and an Aſſurance that they will demand 
no Money, but what is neceſſary for the common 8 


and that the beſt and the moſt frugal Uſe will be made of 


the Money that ſhall be fo raiſed, This, my Lords, Iam 


' ſure, 


h 
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and whoever thinks in this Manner, will never admit that 
the Revenue, which ought to be applied to the Payment of 
our Debts, is a Revenue which contributes to our Strength 
and Power. In the laſt War we made many, I believe. 
ſome unneceſſary Steps, towards our Ruin; every Shilling of 
old Debt we pay off, is, at leaſt, a Step from our Ruin; 
and I with Grief reflect, upon our having made ſo few, 
during ſuch a long Term of Peace and Tranquility : 
But as all, or moſt of our Debts, bear an Intereſt of 4 per 
Cent. every Miſapplication of the Sinking- Fund, is not only 


; 1735" ; | 


# 


neglecting to make a Step from our Ruin, but is likewiſe. | 


making a new Step towards our Ruin, by bringing a new 
Debt upon the Nation, I mean the growing Intereſt for that 
Money which ought to have been paid off. By the very Bill 
now before us, we bring a new Debt of 40, ooo J. upon the 
Nation: This Sum, tis true, in Engliſʒ Money, has but a 
{mall ſound, but in French Money it makes above 800, ooo 
Livres; and what will a Frenchman think of this Nation 
when he hears, that now, in a Time of Peace, we have not 
only neglected to pay off a large Sum of old Debt, but have 
contracted a new Debt of near a Million of their Money ? 


Will he not ſay, that we are either mad, or that the People 


are already ſo loaded with Taxes, or have fo little Confi- 
dence in their Governors, that they will not patiently ſub- 
mit to pay any additional Tax? Can this, my Lords, add 


to the Credit or Eſteem of the Nation among Foreigners? 


Can it contribute to render any of his Majeſty's Meaſures 
effectual? CITE: | | 

But this, my Lords, is not the only Step we have this 
Day made to our Ruin, we have made another moſt terrible 
Step, we have contracted another new Debt of above ten 
Millions of French Livres, which mult confirm every Fo- 


reigner in his Opinion, of the pitiful Circumſtances we are 


reduced to. In order to ſave laying another Shilling upon 
Land, we have this Day made a ſecond Mortgage upon the 
only Tax we had to mortgage, and therefore I am ſurpriſed 
to hear it ſo much as inſinuated that we have, or that Fo- 
reigners will believe we have, a Tax of 25s. in the Pound 
upon Land, which we may lay on when we pleaſe, and 
which we may apply towards increaſing our Forces in Caſe 
of a War; for whoever conſiders what we have this Day 
done, muſt neceſſarily conclude, that we have not, at moſt, 


above a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, which we can ap- 


ply towards encreaſing our Forces either by Sea or Land; 


and how ſhort that Sum would be of the Expence a” 


(6 
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of your Lordſhips, may eaſily judge. 


The tacit Conſent of the ey-Companies may, per- 


haps, be ſome ſort of Excuſe for what is propoſed to be 
done by this Bill; but it is far from being an Authority ab- 
ſolutely ſufficient ; for ſuch an Authority can only be obtain- 
ed from the general Courts of the reſpective Companies: 
Such a tacit Conſent as we have at preſent, may flow from 
the Negligence, perhaps the Fraud, of the Managers, which 
the Proprietors, may afterwards find great Reaſon to complain 
of; and when they begin to make ſuch Complaints againſt 
their Managers, they. will then certainly complain loudly 


againſt thoſe who made a Handle of ſuch a tacit Conſent, 


in order to take away what properly, and of right, belong- 
ed to them. Nay, my Lords, as all Companies and Cor- 
porations are ſomething in the Caſe of Infants, even their 
expreſs Qonſent could not juſtify the Application of the Sink-+ 
ing-Fund to any other purpoſe, unleſs there were really a 
Neceſſity for ſuch Application; and I am convinced that no 


ſuch Neceſſity can be pleaded at preſent; for, in my Opi- 
nion, we had no occaſion to be at any extraordinary Ex- 


pence, no more than any other of our Neighbours not en- 
gaged in the War; and if there had been an apparent Neceſ- 
ſity for any ſuch Expence, our People would have agreed to 
raiſe it by ſome new or additional Tax, rather than to have 


had that ſacred Fund diverted from the Uſes for which it was 


originally intended. 

I haveread, my Lords, in a Pamphlet lately hawked about, 
ſome Sophiſtical Arguments for proving, that the public Cre- 
ditors have no Right or Intereſt in that Fund, which every 
Man allows, was principally intended for their Payment, 
and without which, it is certain, they never can be paid ; 
but I little expected ever to have heard thoſe Arguments re- 
peated in this Houſe: However, as they have been moſt 


minutely repeated in this Day's Debate, I hope your Lord- 


ſhips will excuſe me for endeavouring to ſhew, wherein their 
Fallacy conſiſts; and in fo doing, I hope I ſhall be able to 
convince every Lord in this Houſe, that the Creditors of the 
Public have a Right in the Sinking- Fund, not only from the 
Reaſon and Spirit, but from the expreſs Words of the Acts of 
Parliament by which it was eſtabliſned; and indeed the 
Words are ſo expreſs, that Tam aſtoniſhed to hear their Right 
controverted, eſpecially. in this Houſe, where a. moſt religi- 
ous Regard for private Property has always been preſerved. 
My Lords, when a Motive founded upon private Intereſt 
as well as a Motive founded upon public Intereſt can be af- 
ſigned for any Project, I am always apt to imagine, _— 
2 of otive 
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the Project, and was the principal Cauſe of its being carried 
into Execution: And, according to this Rule, if we examine 


the Project for eſtabliſhing the Sinking-Fund, we muſt believe, 


that the firſt Rife of it proceeded not from any Gentleman; 
who had only the good of his Country much at Heart, but 
from ſome Gentleman who had the good of his own Family, 
as well as the good of his Country much at Heart. Before 
the Year 1716, the Proprietors of the Redeemables had in- 
deed an Intereſt of 6 per Cent. ſecured to them by Law; 
but, as there was no Fund then ſettled for the Payment of 
their Principal, they could have no ExpeQation ot ever be- 


ing paid; or at leaſt not till the Terms of the Irredeemables 


ſhould be all expired, and in ſuch a long Time they did not 
know, but that the Diſtreſſes of the Public might put a Stop 
to the Payment of their Intereſt; as well as diſappoint them 
entirely of their Principal. In this dangerous Situation, no 
Man of common Prudence but would conclude, that it was 
better (at leaſt for his Family) for him to have but 5 per 
Cent. Intereſt, and à certain Fund eſtabliſhed for paying off 
the Principal in a ſhort Term of Years ; and from thence the 
Project for reducing the Intereſt, and thereby eſtabliſhing a 
Sinking-Fund, originally and principally proceeded. Mini- 
ſters, or Perhaps ſome of their Projectors, might have had 
a Project in their Heads for reducing Intereſt ; but till it 
came into the Heads of ſome of the chief Monied Men in 
the Kingdom, it was nothing but a Project, a meer Chimæ- 
ra; and for this Reaſon I am convinced, that the Project 
never came to any Perfection, till the Managers of the Bank 
and South-Sea Companies offered, not only to accept of an 
Intereſt of 5 per Cent. for what was due to their reſpective 
Companies, but to aſſiſt the Government with Money at the 
ſame Intereſt, for paying off the other Redeemables, who 
ſhould refuſe to accept of ſuch an Intereſt : However, whe- 
ther they made the Offer, or only agreed to the Propofition 
when made to them, is not material ; but one or the other 
muſt have been the Caſe; before that Proje& could be car- 
ried into Execution; and as we muſt ſuppoſe, that the ſe- 
curing the Repayment of their principal Money, was the 
chief Thing they had in View, is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
they would make fuch an Offer, or agree to ſuch a Propoſi- 
tion, without ſtipulating that the Sinking-Fund, thereby to 
be eſtabliſhed, ſhould be appropriated to the paying off the 
Principal? It is impoſſible to make any ſuch Suppoſition z 
. and therefore their Right to the Application of this Fund, 
ariſes in the moſt clear and evident Manner, from the Rea- 
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were founded. 2 1 | 

After this Contract and Agreement was made between 
the Government and the two Companies, and not till then, 
it began to be poſſible to carry the Project into Execution; 
and one of the firſt Steps taken was, for the Houſe of Com- 
mons to reſolve, That all Savings by the propoſed Reduction of 
Intereſt, ſhould go towards diſcharging and reducing the Na- 
tional Debt. Theſe, my Lords, are the expreſs Words of the 


' Reſolution : They are abſolute and unconditional, and from 


that very Moment every Man who had any Share, or after- 
wards purchaſed any Share in the Redeemables, muſt have 
believed, that by his accepting 5 per Cent. inſtead of taking 
his Money, he thereby acquired a Right to have the Say- 
ings applied to the Payment of the Principal ; which Right 
he muſt have thought as abſolute and unconditional, as was 
the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons upon which it 
was founded : And now to pretend, that there was no Con- 
tract or Agreement between the Government and the two 
Companies, or between the Government and any of the 
public Creditors, becauſe that Contract was not fully and 
particularly ſet forth in the Preambles of the ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, is ſuch a catching at Words, as, I believe, 
would hardly be made uſe of by a common Lawyer in ef- 
minſter-hall. It cannot ſo much as be pretended, that, with · 
out the Aſſiſtance of the two great Companies, the Govern- 
ment could then have borrowed, at 5 fer Cent. as much 
Money as would have been ſufficient for paying off all the 
Redeemables ; and as they could have no other Motive, 
from private Intereſt, for agreeing to aſſiſt the Government, 
but only the Right they were to acquire to the Savings got 
by a general ReduQtion of Intereſt ; therefore, though it 
had not been expreſly ſtipulated, we muſt conclude, it was 
implied in their Agreement ; and if they had no other Right 
but by Implication, it would be doing them Injuſtice to rob 
them of ſuch a Right. | 
I muſt now beg leave, my Lords, to touch a little upon 
the ſeveral Acts of Parliament by which this Right is, I 
think, clearly eſtabliſhed. With regard to the Preamble of 
the Bank-Act, it is indeed recited in this Act as well as the 
others, That the common Rate of Intereſt for Money was 
very much leſſened; but this was not the real Cauſe of 
either of the Acts; on the contrary, I believe, that the 
common Rate of Intereſt being leflened, was chiefly owing 
to the Reſolution upon which theſe Acts were founded; how- 
ever it was neceſſary to make this a Pretence, not only to 
induce the Proprietors of the two Companies ta approve 4 
5 | waat 
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what their Managers had done, but to induce as many of Anno 8. Geo. II. 


the other Redeemables as it was poſſible, to accept of the 
5 per Cent. Intereſt that was to be offered them. In this Pre- 
amble are likewiſe recited ſome Stipulations, that related 
particularly to the Bank; but as this Act relates particularly 
to the Bank, the general Contract, the general Stipulation, 
by which the public Creditors were to acquire a Right, to 
have the Savings appropriated to the Payment of their prin- 
cipal Sums, could not be recited neither in the Preamble of 
this Act, nor in the Preamble of either of the other two, 
becauſe the Bank was not to acquire a particular and ſepa- 
rate Right to the Savings that were to ariſe by the Reducti- 
on of their Intereſt ; nor was the South- Sea Company to ac- 
quire a particular and ſeparate Right to the Savings that 


were to ariſe by the Reduction of their Intereſt ; nor were 


the other Redeemables to acquire any ſuch Right to the Sa- 
vings by the Reduction of their Intereſt, but all of them 
were to acquire a general and joint Right in thoſe Savings, 
that were to ariſe by the Reduction of the Intereſt payable 
to them; and therefore it would have been improper, it 
would have been abſurd to have recited this Agreement in 
any one of the Acts, or indeed to have recited it at all; the 
only proper Way of mentioning the Agreement was by per- 


forming it, and that was done by a general Clauſe in one 
of the Acts, as I ſhall immediately ſhew to your Lord- 


ſhips. | 

With reſpe& to the diſpoſing Clauſe in the Bank-Act, as 
well as the diſpoſing Clauſe in the South-Sea AQ, it is evi- 
dent that both of them refer to ſome Act or Acts of Parlia- 
ment that were to be made, for the Appropriation of thoſe 
durpluſſes or Exceſſes, in purſuance of that Agreement which 
the Government had made with the Bank and South-Sea 
Companies. When theſe two Acts were drawn up, it was not 


determined whether that Appropriation was to be made by 


one or more Acts of Parliament, or whether it was to be 
made by a particular Act for that Purpoſe, or by a Clauſe in 


ſome other Act; but it is plain, the Parliament then thought 


it might be done by one Act, otherwiſe it could not have 
been faid, according to Act or Acts of Parliament; 
for if that Appropriation had not been deſigned to 
have been made by Parliament, but yearly, as the Sur- 


pluſſes or Exceſſes aroſe, it muſt neceſſarily have required 


the paſſing of many Acts of Parliament for that Purpoſe ; 
and in ſuch caſe the Words in this Clauſe muſt have been 


— According to Acts of Parliament in that behalf '” .— 
Act or Acts 


in relation to a thing which could not poſſibly be executed by 


it would have been ridiculous to have ſaid 
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to appropriate all thoſe Surpluſſes or Exceſſes that ſho 


ariſe by all or either of theſe three Acts, to the Payment of 
Debts contracted before that Year ; and it was reſolved, that 
this Appropriation ſhould be made by ſome Act or Acts to 


be paſſed in that very Seſſion of Parliament z but that it 


ſhould be left to future Parliaments to apply the Surpluſſes ſo 


appropriated, to the Payment of ſuch of thoſe Debts con- 


| trated before the Year 1716, as they ſhould think proper: 


'This was the only Power that was to be left to future Parlia- 
ments; and on Account of this Power only, the Words 
From time to time are inſerted in the diſpoſing Clauſe 
of the South-Sea Act. 


As the Preamble of the general Fund-Act, relates only to 
the Creditors, whoſe Intereſt was by that Act to be reduced; 
therefore no Notice could be taken in the Preamble of that 
Act, of the Appropriation intended, becauſe: that Appro- 


priation was to be general, and to comprehend all the Sur- 
pluſſes, arifing by that, and the other two Acts, paſſed in 
the ſame Seſſion of Parliament; and from hence, the noble 
Lord may find a very good Reaſon, why no ſuch Words, as 


he was pleaſed to mention, could be inſerted in that Act: 


But, my Lords, before this Act was paſſed, it was determi- 
ned, that the Surpluſſes to ariſe by thoſe three Acts, might 


be properly and ſufficiently enough appropriated to the 
Uſes intended, by the Agreement between. the Government 


and the Bank, and the South-Sea Companies, by a general 


Clauſe in this laſt Act; and therefore, immediately after 
ſuch a diſpoſing Clauſe as is in each of the other two, there 


is inſerted in this Act a general diſpoſing Cluſe, in ſuch ex- 
preſs and peremptory Terms, that I muſt beg leave to read 


the whole to your Lordſhips. The Clauſe is in theſe Words. 
* All the Monies to ariſe from time to time, as well of. 


* the Exceſs or Surplus, by Virtue of an A made this Seſſion, 
for redeeming the Funds of the Bank of England, and of the 
* Exceſs or Surplus, by Virtue of an At made likewiſe this 
* Seffron, for redeeming the Funds of the South-Sea Company, 
© as alſo of the Exceſs or Surpluſs of the Duties and Revenues 


© by this Adt appropriated as aforeſaid, and the Owerplus Mo- 


nies of the ſaid general yearly Fund, by this Act eſtabliſhed, 


Hall be appropriated to the diſcharging the Principal and 


© Intereſt of ſuch national Debts, as were incurred before 
* the 25th of December 1716, and are declared to be nati- 
* onal Debts, and not provided for by Parliament, in ſuch 
Manner, as ſhall be directed by any future Act, and to or 


* for no other Uje whatfoever.”'———"This Clauſe, my Lords, 
is ſo explicit, and ſo expreſs and particular, with reſpect wy 
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the Appropriation of the Surpluſſes ariſing from theſe three , 


Acts, that I am really prodigiouſly aſtoniſhed, to hear it ſaid 
in a ſerious Debate in this Houſe, that the Proprietors of 
the Debts here mentioned, have not, by this Act, as full a 
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Right in theſe Surpluſſes, as gan poſſibly be given them by _ 


Act of Parliament. T 0 pretend, that this Clauſe was de- 
ſigned only as a Direction to the Commiſſioners and Officers 
of the Treaſury, is really moſt extraordinary. Does not 
every one of your Lordſhips ſee, muſt not every Man ſee, 
that the Words muſt then have run thus —— Hall be applied 
in ſuch Manner, as ſhall be directed by any future Act, and ta 
cr for no other Purpoſe whatſoever ? Is it not evident, that, 
if no immediate Appropriation had been intended, theſe 
Words —— appropriated to the diſcharging the Principal and 
Interefl of fuch national ' Debts, as were incurred befare the 
25th of December 1716, and are declared to be nationat 


Debts, and not provided for by Parliament, — myſt ne- 


ceſſarily have been left out? 0 | 
From what I have faid, my Lords, it muſt, I think, de- 
monſtrably appear to your Lordſhips, that wherever the Pro- 
ject for eſtabliſhing the Sinking-Fund, by reducing the Inter- 
eſt payable to the Creditors of the Public, took its Riſe, it 


was impoſſible for the Government to execute this Project, 


without the Aſſiſtance, as well as the Agreement of the Bank 
and South- Sea Companies: That, beſides the public Advan- 
tage, which might perhaps be ſome Inducement to them, 
they had likewiſe their own private Advantage ; becauſe 


they thereby rendered the Payment of their Principal ſecure, 


which would have otherwiſe been extremely precarious: 
That, as they had an Inducement from their own private Ad- 
vantage, we muſt from the Nature of 'Things preſume, that 
they made the ſecuring them in the Enjoyment of this pri- 
vate Advantage, an expreſs Condition in their Agreement, 
as well as in their Promiſe, to aſſiſt the Government in the 
Execution of the Project; and this Clauſe which I have read 
to you, we mult therefore look upon, as a Clauſe expreſly 
ſlipulated by theſe two Companies, and which they then 
looked on, as an abſolute Security for the Enjoyment of that 
private Advantage they had in view; We muſt for this 
Reaſon confeſs, that theſe two Companies have a Right in 
the Sinking- Fund, not only from their previous Contract, 
but from the very Words of this Clauſe ; and if the other 
Redeemables had taken or called for their Money, theſe two 
Companies muſt have paid the whole, conſequently, their 
Right in the Sinking-Fund would then have extended to 
the full Value of all the Redeemables, whoſe Intereſt was 
then reduced. Muſt we not then in Equity conclude, = 
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1735- accepted of an Intereſt of 5 per Cent. come in place of the 
two Companies, and have a Right to enjoy the Benefit of 

their Contract? This, my Lords, I wonder to hear in the 

a leaſt controverted in this Houſe, where ſo great a Regard 
. has always been ſhewn to Equity, and to what appears to 

have been the Intention of Parties at the Time of contraQ- 

Ing. 1 

1. for the Tranſaction between the Government and the 
South-Sea Company, in the Years 1719 and 20, from the 
whole Tenour of that Tranſaction, it appears, that the Com- 
pany as well as the Government, ſuppoſed all along, that 
the Sinking- Fund, and Encreaſe thereof, ſhould remain ap- 
propriated to the Paying off the public Debts, contracted 
before the Year 1716, and to that Uſe only ; for could ei- 
ther the Company or the Government ſuppoſe, that any one 
of the Proprietors of the Redeemables would have ſubſcribed 
his Debt into the South- Sea Company, if he had been there- 
by to give up the Right he then had for being paid his Prin- 
cipal out of the Sinking-Fuud ? Or could either of them ſup- 
poſe, that the Annuitants would have ſubſcribed their An- 
nuities at any Price into the South. Sea Company, if they had 
thought, that they were thereby to accept of a much ſmall- 
er Annuity, without any Security for their Principal; and 
indeed without any tolerable Certainty for their Annuities 
being continued, ſo long as they were then by Law pay- 
able ? Such Suppoſitions, either in the Company or in the 
Government, would have been ridiculous ; and that neither 
of them made any ſuch, appears almoſt from every Clauſe 
in the Act. From the whole Tenour of the Act, it appears, 
that the Meaning and Intention of both Parties was, that 
the Sinking-Fund and the Encreaſe thereof, ſhould remain 
appropriated to the Payment of the public Debts, contract. 
ed before the Year 1716, and that it ſhould never be applied 
to any other Uſe; and upon this Aſſurance it certainly was, 
that the Redeemables, as well as the Irredeemables, ſub- 
ſcribed ſo readily into the South-Sea Fund. This was cer- 
tainly the Deſign and the Intention of all the contracting 
Parties, both in the Year 1716 and in the Year 1720; and 
now to pretend, that there was no ſuch Contract, that the 
Creditors have no Right in the Sinking-Fund, merely be- 
cauſe this Contract is not recited in the Preambles of theſe 
Acts, in as full and ample a Manner, as a Conveyancer 
would perhaps have recited it in a Deed between private 
Parties, is a Method of Reaſoning I am ſure not to be uſed 
in this Houſe, e | ; 
| oe t 
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It is true, my Lords, after a certain Proviſion was made, Anno 8. Geo. II. 


not only for paying the yearly Intereſt to the public Credi- 
tors, but likewiſe for paying off their Principal, in a ſmall 
Number of Years; in a Term that was within every Man's 
View, and in ſuch a ſhort Term, that it was not probable 
this Country would, in that Time, meet with any ſuch Diſ- 
aſter, as might interrupt the Payment either of Principal or 
Intereſt, it then began to be an Advantage to be among 
thoſe Creditors, who were the laſt to be paid off; and the 
South-Sea Company, by a Clauſe in this laſt A&, wiſely put 
themſelves among the laſt who were to be diſcharged : But 
if the Doctrine now broached ſhould prevail, if two or three 
more Miſapplications, ſuch as that now before us, ſhould 
be made, this would ſoon ceaſe to be an Advantage ; the 
only Conteſt would be, who ſhould be firſt paid off, becauſe 
every Man would begin to be afraid, that an entire Stop 
would be put to the Annuity, as well as the Payment of 
the Principal, before the laſt Creditors could be paid off. 

That the Landed-Intereſt ought not to be loaded with any 
unneceſſary Charge, is what every Man will acknowledge; 
but our preſent Land-holders are all, I hope, Gentlemen of 
better Senſe, than to deſire that their Poſterity ſhould be ru- 
ined, for the Sake of giving them a ſmall preſent Relief ; 
and I am perſuaded, there is not a Land-holder in Exgland 
would either murmur or complain at his being loaded with 
four Shillings in the Pound, if he ſaw that it was abſolutely 


neceſſary for the Preſervation of his King and Country: But 


this, my Lords, is the Difference, and the true Cauſe of this 
new Doctrine, when any additional or new Tax is impoſed, 
the People feel the Weight of the annual public Expence ; 
this puts them upon enquiring into the Neceſſity for that Ex- 
pence, and when they can ſee no Neceſſity for it, they not 
only murmur, but thoſe Murmurings become dangerous to 
the Miniſters, who ſubje& the Nation to ſuch an unneceſlary 
Expence : Whereas no Man feels what is taken from the 
Sinking-Fund, therefore no Man enquires into the Neceſlity 
of that Expence, which occaſions its being plundered ; and 
for this Reaſon, it will always be looked on by Miniſters, as 
a Fund which they may ſquander with Safety ; but this 
may, and will probably at laſt, fall heavy apon ſome 
Prince of his Majeſty's Family: At the ſame Time that he 
ſees almoſt all the Revenues in the Nation mortgaged for old 
Debts, he may find himſelf engaged in War, as expenſive 
as was that War which occaſioned thoſe Debts ; and this is 
ſo melancholy a Proſpect, that the meer Poſſibility of its ex- 
iſting muſt give the moſt affecting Sorrow to every ow, 
a . who 
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Anno B. Geo. 11, Who has the Security and Honour of the preſent royal Fa- 
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mily truly at Heart. | | : 

That the greateſt Part of our preſent Sinking-Fund, is 
owing to the yearly Produce of our Taxes being much great- 
er now than it was in Time of War, is, my Lords, what 
cannot be controverted, and, that the Encreaſe is owing to 
the Peace we enjoy, is what can as little, I think, be contro- 
verted ; for granting that the Encreaſe of the yearly Produce 
of our Taxes, is owing to the Encreaſe of our People, to the 
Encreaſe of our Luxury, and to the good Management and 
Exactneſs in collecting our Taxes, yet as theſe three depend 
upon the Peace we now enjoy, therefore it muſt be granted; 
that the Encreaſe of the yearly Produce of our Taxes de. 
pends alſo upon that Peace. If we were engaged in a fo- 
reign War, we ſhould be obliged to ſend a great Army a- 
broad, ſuppoſing we fent only 20,000 Men, we muſt allow 
that an Ne of 20, ooo effective Men; would carry at leaſt 
30,000 of our People out of the Kingdom ; and conſidering 
the many Taxes our ' People pay at preſent, we may reckon 
that every Man and Woman in the Kingdom, one with an- 
other, pays'ar leaſt a Penny a Day towards the public Ex- 
pence ; ſo that if by the War 30,000 of our People ſhould 
be carried out of the Kingdom, by that one Article, there 
would be a certain Decreaſe in the Produce of our Taxes, to 
the Amount of near 46,000 J. yearly ; to which muſt be 
added, the Decreaſe that would be occafioned by our ſend- 
ing out great Fleets yearly ; for tho' our Ships of War, be 
generally furniſhed with the neceſſary Proviſions at home; 
yet none of the Seamen on board conſume ſo much of the 
Proviions of their own Countty, or contribute ſa much to 
the Taxes, as they would do if they were living at home: 
With reſpe& to our Luxury, it is a Maxim which always 
holds true, that People are never ſo luxurious in Time of. 

War, as they are in Time of Peace ; and as the Luxury of 
our People would decreaſe, we muſt therefore expect that 
the Produce of Taxes would decreaſe. But, my Lords, the 
greateſt Decreaſe of all, would be occaſioned by its being 
1mpoſlible to collect our Cuſtoms ſo regularly, or to prevent 
Smuggling in Time of War, ſo much as we do in Time of 
Peace: We ſhould have our Coaſts full of Privateers, and 
thoſe Privateers would not only make it impoflible for our 
Cuſtom-houſe Sloops, to guard our Coaſts againſt Smugglers, 
but would often become Smugglers themſelves ; and when a 
great Profit is to be got, it would be impoſſible to prevent 
our People's dealing with them. Theſe Conſiderations muſt 
ſhew to your Lordfhips, that our Sinking-Fund would be but 

a very 
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2 very uncertain Foundation, for ſupporting a heavy and ex- Anno 
penfive 8 V 
With reſpect to our Power of altering, amending, or re- 
pealing any Law, it is not at preſent, my Lords, the Queſ- 
tion before us; but this Houſe has always been extreamly 
cautious of doing ſo, when ſuch Alteration, Amendment or 
Repeal, might probably hurt the Property of Hue Men; 
and the Bill now before us, maſt certainly be looked on, as 
a Repeal of all thoſe Laws, by which the Sinking-Fund has 
been appropriated, to the paying off the Debts contracted 
before 1716; and tho' that ＋ may not immediately 
much injure the Property of the Creditors of the Public, yet 
it is laying a Precedent, by which their Property may at laſt 
be entirely annihilated; for the Neceſſities of State may at 
laſt be made an Argument for ſeizing, not only upon that 
Fund, which ought to be applied to paying their Principal, 
but upon thoſe Funds which ought to be applied to the Pay- 
ment of their Annuities; and if ever that happens, they 
will not only feel, but will complain loudly of the Bill now 
before us. The Sinking-Fund is as ſtrongly and as firmly 


eſtabliſned for the Payment of their Principal, as the other 


Funds are for the Payment of their Annuities : In both Ca- 
ſes, I can look upon the Parliament, only as the Truſtees of 
the People, and as ſach, I muſt indeed doubt, whether we 
have a Power to do what is propoſed by the Bill. Let me 
ſuppoſe, my Lords, a Gentleman, who has a Mortgage up. 
on his Eſtate, has ſettled 3, O00 J. a Year Rent-Charge out 
of his Eſtate in Truſtees, 2000 /. whereof to be applied by 
them yearly, towards paying the Intereſt, and 1000 /. to 
be applied yearly towards paying off {6 much of the princi- 
pal Money due upon the Mortgage; ſuppoſe this Gentleman 
ſhould afterwards grow a little extravagant, that he ſhould 
apply to his Truſtees, and tell them he had Occaſion for that 
1000 J a Year, for the neceſſary Uſes of his Family, and 
that as the Mortgagee did not want his Money, they might 
let alone paying off any Part of the Principal for that Year, 
in order to ſupply thoſe Neceſſities which his Extravagance 
had brought upon him: Now, my Lords, I ſhould be glad 
to know, whether the Truſtees could comply with ſuch a 
Requeſt, or if they did, whether the Heirs of that Gentle- 
man would be bound, by a Court of Equity, to approve of 
what the Truſtees had done; I am apt to believe they would 
not; however, as I am no Lawyer, I ſhall not be poſitive, 
but would be glad the noble Lord upon the Wool ck i would 
give the Houſe his Opinion upon the Caſe. 1 
The Objection, that if the public Creditors had a Right 
in the Sinking- Fund, it could not be applied towards re- 
1735; Rex Aueing 


(5145): 
Anno 8. Geo, II. ducing any of thoſe Taxes, which are moſt grievous upon 
1735 the Poor; is an Objection that has already been made, and 
then received a full Anſwer, but as it is now again repeated, 
allow me, my Lords, to repeat the Anſwer. The public 
Creditors have a Right to have the Sinking-Fund applied 
yearly to the Diſcharge of ſome of thoſe Debts which were 
contracted before the Year 1716; but the Parliament may 
apply it to the Payment of which of thoſe Debts it pleaſes : 
As our Taxes are all mortgaged, for the Payment of ſome 
one or other of thoſe Debts, no Tax can be reduced, till the 
Debt for which it is mortgaged be paid off; the Meaning 
of that Motion therefore was, that the Parliament ſhould a 
ply the Sinking-Fund, .to the Payment of thoſe Debts, for 
which our moſt grievous 'Taxes are mortgaged, in order that 
the Tax might then be reduced; ſo that in that Motion, 
there was nothing, my Lords, in the leaſt inconſiſtent with 
that Right, which the public Creditors have in the Sinking · 
Fund ; which Right is, in my Opinion, as good a Right, as 
the Right they have in thoſe Funds, which are appropria- 
ted for the Payment of their Annuities ; and therefore 1 
cannot but give my Negative to the Bill now before us. 
The Bill paſſed. © The Queſtion for paſſing the Bill being at laſt put, it was 
carried in the Affirmative, without a Diviſion. | 


The Speakers in this Debate were, againſt the Bill, the 


eakers, | 
8 Lord Carteret, the Lord Bathurſt, and the Earl of Ale. 
ford: And for the Bill, the Lord Herwey, the Duke of New- 
caſile, and the Earl of lay. 
F FT H E Bill for explaining and amending an Act paſſed 
Corpus Bull, in the Parliament of Scotland, in the Year 1701, en- 


titled, An AX for preventing wrongous Impriſonments, and a- 
gainſi undue Delays in Trials, having, after a long Debate, 
paſſed in the Houſe of Commons the 5th of May, on the 
gth of the ſame Month the ſaid Bill was read a ſecond time in 
the Houſe of Lords, when a Motion was made by the Earl 
of Strafford, for having the ſaid Act paſſed in Scotland in the 
Year 1701, read to the Houſe ; whereupon the Earl of Hay 
ſtood vp, and ſpoke to this Effect, vix. 7 
The Farlofr , © My Lords, I ſhall readily join with the noble Lord in 
I. y's Speech 2-the Motion he has made for having the AQ, to which the 
gainlt its Bill refers, read to your Lordſhips: This I will rather agree 
to, becauſe it has of late been induſtriouſly reported, that 
the Liberty of the Subject in Scot/and is no way ſecured: It 
has, I know, been confidently aſſerted, that the Subjects in 
that Part of. the Iſland, are ftill in a State of abſolute Sla- 
very ; but when your Lordſhips have heard that Act read, 
| : 7 85 yes 
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you will ſee that there is no manner of ground for ſuch Re · Anno8. Geo. II. 
ports. Your Lordſhips will ſee that the Scots have not been 


1735 


idle, whenever they had an Opportunity for ſecuring their V 


Liberties, or for amending, explaining, or enforcing that Part 


of their Law which relates to ſecuring the Rights and Liber- 


ties of the Subject: Therefore I hope your Lordſhips will 
give all poſſible Attention to the reading of this Act; and as 
there are ſome Law-terms and Expreſſions in it which ſome of 


your Lordſhips may not perhaps ſo well underſtand, I ſhall beg 


Leave, after it is read, to give ſome ſhort Explanation o 
them, from which I hope F ſhall be able to make it appear, 
that the Act ſtands no way in need of any Amendment or 
Explanation; and that the Bill now before us, inſtead of 
ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, will render 
them more uncertain and precarious than they were before.“ 
The AR was then read, and then his Lordſhip ſtood up 


again, and, after giving a ſhort Explanation of the Score 


Law-terms went on to this Effect. | 5 
Thus, your Lordſhips may ſee, that no Man in Scotland 
can be taken up or impriſoned, unleſs an Information in 
Writing, and ſigned by the Informer, be firſt exhibited againſt 
him; and when any Perſon is to be ſent to Priſon, the Ma- 
giſtrate who commits him is by Law obliged to expreſs in 
his Warrant of Commitment, the Crime he is charged with, 
or the Cauſe of his Impriſonment ; and farther, the Jay lor 
or Keeper of the Priſon to which he is committed, is ob- 
liged to deliver to the Priſoner, a Copy of his Warrant of 
Commitment: Then, my Lords, with reſpect to Trials, if 
a Priſoner be not brought to his Trial within a certain Num- 
ber of Days in the Act limited, he may apply to the proper 
Court, and upon ſuch Application, that Court is by Law 
obliged to bring him to an immediate Trial, or otherwiſe to 


diſcharge him. And laſtly, my Lords, with reſpe& to Bail ; 


if the Crime with which any Priſoner is charged, be baila- 
ble, it is expreſly ordered by the ſame AR, that the Judge 
or Magiſtrate before whom he is brought upon any ſuch 
Charge, ſhall admit him to Bail, and fhall not require Bail 
for any great or immoderate Sum ; nay, the Law goes far- 
ther, it limits the Magiſtrate to a certain Sym for which he is 
to take Bail, according to the Rank and Quality of the Per- 
ſon accuſed ; and the Sums ſo limited, are by this Act ſo 


ſmall, that even the Parliament of Scotland thought fit after- 


wards to encreaſe them to double the Sums firſt appointed. 
From theſe few Obſervations, your Lordſhips may ſee 
that the Liberty of the Subject in Scotland, is as fully ſecu- 
red by this Act, as the Liberty of the Subject is in England 
by the Habeas Corpus ; nay, with reſpe& to Bail, the Liber- 
1735. in ; ty 
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Lord Carteret. 
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becauſe the Sum for which a Man is to give Bail, is there 
limited and aſcertained; whereas, in England, the Sum for 
which a Man is to give Bail, is left entirely to the Diſcre- 
tion of the Judge or iſtrate who is to take the Bail. It 
is true, in Scotland, an Information upon Oath is not re- 
quired ;. but that proceeds from the whole Spirit and Tenor 
of their Laws, by which an Oath is deemed ſo ſacred, that 
it is not preſumed, that any real honeſt Man will voluntarily 
ſubje& himſelf to it; and whoever does ſo, is called an ul- 
troneous Witneſs, which is in that Country always deemed 
a good Reaſon for ſuſpecting his Evidence; and in all cri: 


minal Matters, the Lawyers and Judges of Scotland, have 


always been of Opinion, that no Witneſs ought to be exa- 
mined upon Oath againſt any Man, but in a public Court, 
and in the Preſence of the Priſoner, when he and his Coun- 
ſel have an Opportunity, and haye. always full Liberty to 
croſs-examine the Witneſs, and to make him explain fully 
every thing he ſays." | 

| His Lordſhip then ſpoke to the ſeveral Clauſes of the Bill, 
and endeavoured to ſhew the bad Conſequences with which 
they would be attended, and then concluded with his being 
againſt committing of the Bill, for the Reaſons he had offer- 
of and becauſe, that if there was any Cauſe for altering 
the Law of Scotland, he thought ſuch a great Alteration as 
was propoſed by that Bill, ought not to be made, but after 
the moſt full and mature Conſideration, which he thought 
they could not have Time for, ſo near the End of a Seſſion 
of Parliament. | | SI” 

To this the Lord Carteret anſwered in Subſtance as fol- 


lows, wiz. | 


My Lords, as I cannot pretend to any Knowledge in 
the Law of Scotland, much leſs to ſuch a thorough Know- 
ledge of that Law as the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, Iam 
at ſome Loſs when riſe up, to ſpeak to the Bill now befor 

us. I will grant, my Lords, that the Scots have Do 
as well for their Rights and Liberties as they could, and that 
they have formerly endeavoured to prevent all the Dangers 
and Encroachments which could then be foreſeen ; but it i 
impoſſible, it would be vain in any Man, or in any Set 


Men, to pretend to guard againſt all the Dangers that may 


thereafter ariſe. The Facts or Events which gave Occaſion 


for bringing this Bill into the other Houſe, are not, it is 


true, before us; but it is certain, and I have even heard, 
that ſome Things have happened lately in that Country, 
which ſhew, that all the Encroachments that may be 1 
upon the Liberty of the Subject, are not ſufficiently guarde 1 


(en 
againſt by the Act of the Scotch Parliament which has been Anno 8. Geo. I, 
now read to you : Theſe late Occurrences, we may ſuppoſe, 1735. 
ve Riſe to this Bill in the other Houſe ; and as there are W_—yY=— 
a great many Gentlemen in that Houſe who «thoroughly un- 
derſtand the Law of Scotland, we muſt ſuppoſe K 
made it fully appear to the Houſe, that ſome ſuch Bill wag 
neceſſary, before the Bill could paſs in that Houſe. . | 
This, my Lords, is a general Reaſon, at leaſt, for our not 

rejecting this Bill; but from the Objections the noble Lord 
has been pleaſed to make to it, I plainly ſee there is a Ne- - 
ceſſity for paſſing ſome ſuch Bill. It is, I think, moſt un. 
reaſonable, that any Man ſhould be deprived of his Liberty, 
and ſubjected to the Danger and Expence of a Trial, per- 
haps for his Life and Fortune, upon a vague and general 
Information, not ſworn to, but only ſigned by the Informer g 
which he may, perhaps, have given out of Malice, or is 
a Paſſion. 1 ſhall always think that ſome ſort of Evidence 
is neceſſary, before a Subject be impriſoned, or ſo much as 
proſecuted for any Crime; and I am ſure, the leaſt Evidenee 
that can, in ſuch a Caſe, be required, is the Oath of one 
Witneſs. Another particular R for evincing the Neceſſity 
of ſome ſuch Bill is, that I find it is neither the Law nor the 
Cuſtom in Scotland, to examine the Perſon accuſed before he 
is committed to Priſon ; yet this I muſt think ought always 
to be done, becauſe, by ſuch Examination, the Magitrate 
who grants his Warrant, may find, that the Information 
upon which he granted the Warrant, was falſe and malici- 
ous. This, my Lords, I am convinced of from Experience; 
for when I had the Honour to be in a Place of high Truſt 
under the Crown, there was a Fellow came to me, and gave 
me an Information upon Oath, of no leſs a Crime than 
High-Treaſon, againſt ſome Perſons in Mapping; which In- 
formation was fo clear and diſtin, and the Facts ſo proba- 
ble, that I had not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt of it; how- 
ever, as it was my Duty, I ordered the Perſons accuſed to 
be brought directly before me; and, upon examining them, I 
very ſoon found that it was a falſe and a villainous Informa- 
tion, given by a Fellow who had run deeply in their Debt, 
and had taken that Way to get free of what he owed them; 
whereupon I diſmiſſed the Perſons accuſed, and had the In- 
former immediately ſecured; Of this Story 1 acquainted his 
| late Majeſty, who 'was ſo good as to order the Attorney- 
] General to proſecute the Fellow for Perjury, of which he 
} was accordingly convicted, and for which he ſuffered ſe- 
| verely. CEE | | : 
; His Lordſhip then proceeded to Examine the Objections 

made to the 7 Aur Clauſes of the Bill, moſt of which he 
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Anne 8. Geo, II. endeavoured not only to anſwer, but to ſhew, that from each 
1735 of them aroſe a ſtrong Argument for the Neceſſity of paſ- 
' fing ſome ſuch Bill. ; Fa, of the Objections however he 
admitted, but ſhewed, that they might be very eaſily re- 
moved byjAmendments, which might and certainly would 
be made in the Committee; and concluded with faying, 
That he hoped he had ſaid enough to perſuade their Lordſhips 
that they ought to commit. the Bill, where they might te 
what Alterations and Amendments they thought proper ; and 
if any of their Lordſhips ſhould not be pleaſed with it when 
ſo altered and amended, they might throw it out upon the 
third reading ; but this was not complied with, as appears by 
the following Proteſt enter'd the ſame Day. es 


Hodie ada vice lecta eff Billa, Entitled, An Act for ex- 
laining and amending an Act paſſed in the Parliament of Scot. 
nd, and in the Year one thouſand ſeven hundred and one, En- 
titled, An Act for preventing wrongous 1mpriſoument, and 
againſt undue Delays in Tryals. Propoſed to commit the 


Bill. 
Queſfion whe-© After Debate, the Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill 
. ſhall be committed? 0 | | | 
mitted, paſſed iv It was reſolved in the Negative, Contents 28, Not Con- 


the Negative, fents 68. 


Diſſentient. 3 : 
Proteft thereon, 1. Becauſe we apprehend a Bill of this Nature, ſent up 
| from the Houſe of Commons, ought at leaſt to have ynder- 
gone the Form of a Commitment; ſince whatever was un- 
neceſſary or wrong in it, might there have been left out or 
amended. But ſeveral Matters contained in the Bill ſeem to 
us highly expedient to be paſſed into a Law ; for by the 
Law of Scotland, as it now ſtands, any Judge may, by a 
ſummary Warrant, commit Perſons upon Information fign- 
ed without any Oath made, and without convening the Par- 
ties before him, or hearing what they can alledge in their 
own Juſtification, and ſend them to a remote Priſon in any 
Corner of the Kingdom. No expreſs Words in any Statute, 
do at preſent forbid ſuch a PraQtice, and we have great Rea- 
ſon to believe that ſome Abuſe of this unlimited Power did 
appear before the Houſe of Commons, which might pro- 
bably give the firſt Riſe to the Bill. 

2. Becauſe, as the Habeas us Act is the great Securi 
of the Liberties of this Part of the united Kingdoms, 1 
would be, in our Opinion both unſafe and ungenerous, not 
to extend the ſame Liberty to the other. For, ſhould they, 
who have hitherto been brave Aſſertors of their Lo_ 


1 ( 519 ) 
find themſelves expoſed to Oppreſſion, from which the reſt of Anno 8. Geo. IL 
their Fellow-Subje&s are fecured by Law, Neceſſity may 735. 
prompt them to attempt, by Violence, to free themſelves ; | 
or Revenge provoke them to become the Inſtruments of 
Power, and brings us under the ſame Dependence. And the 
Hiſtory of the late Times ſufficiently convinces us, that in 
thoſe Reigns, when arbitrary Power was defigned and at- 
tempted in this Kingdom, deſperate and adventurous Agents 
were firſt ſent to try the Experiment in Scotland. 
3- Becauſe there was a Proviſion in the Bill, to prevent 
an Abuſe. of ſeizing Perſons on Pretence of Debt, and de- 
taining them till the Elections were over, where they had 
a Right to vote; the Protection granted by the Bill was na 
more than what every common Court of Juſtice actually 
allows to any Evidence whoſe Preſence may be neceſſary in 
Matters of much leſs Conſequence: And we cannot help teſti - 
fying our Surprize, that this Regulation has not already been 
made over the whole united Kingdoms: We hope however, 
another Seſſion will not paſs without taking effectual Care 
to prevent ſuch a dangerous Abuſe of Law. 
4. Becauſe Experience has ſhewn us the Benefit which 
aroſe from delivering the Subjects of that Part of the 
Kingdom from their Vaſſalage, and freeing them from a 
ſervile Dependence on their Superiors ; and, as we conceive 
the Purport of this Bill was no more than a natural Extenſion 
of the ſame Meaſure, it would have been the moſt probable, 
if not the only Method to eradicate any remaining Diſaffecti- 
on; though we have no Grounds to ſuppoſe, from any late 
Tranſactions, that there is any ſuch. On the contrary, 
thoſe who were thought the moſt diſaffected, have lately ap- 
peared ſufficiently tractable. But what Diſaffection the re- 
jecting ſuch a Bill may create, even among the beſt Subjects, 
and thoſe who have always been moſt attached to the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, we cannot reflect upon without Concern. 
For, as the Union was made in ſupport of the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, which is founded upon the Revolution, and the 
Revolution upon Principles of Liberty, they who have al- 
ways aſſerted thoſe Principles, may (as we apprehend) juſt- 
ly complain, that the Liberty of the Subject is not equally 
ſecured in every Part of the united Kingdom. | 
5. Becauſe, we are apprehenſive it will appear very ex- 
traordinary to the World, that a Bill for the Security of the 
Liberty of the Subje&, ſhould haye been thrown out of this 
Houſe without a Commitment, when ſo many Bills have 
0 paſſed for lay ing on or continuing ſevere and heavy Duties 
upon them. Remote Apprehenſions, Dangers barely poſſi- 
: ble, and Suſpicions of Diſaffection, have been AGED 
d 1 


Al ormerly 


z 


6 * 


formefly made wiſe of ön the Side of the Crown, for ett 


. * 
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he Bill reject- 


* 


The Parliament 
pgroxegued, 


ceive it ſtill more incumbent on the Legiſlature to be Watch 
ful over the Liberties of the People, committed to their 
Care, fince'it is much eaſier to reſtrain Liberty from running 
into Licentiouſneſs,/ than Power from ſwelling into Tyranny 
6. Becauſe Liberty being the common Birth-right of all 
Hankind, andi ſtill preſerved to this Nation by the Wiſdonl. 
and Courage of our Anceſtors, we think an Infringement of 
that Right, though but for an Hour, by wrongful Im priſon- 
ment, is not only un Injdry to the Perſon immediately con- 
cktned, but a notortous Invaſion of the Conſtitution. We 
ſhould not deſerve” thoſe Liberties ourſelves, if we did not 
take the moſt effectua] Methods to tranſmit them in their 
full Extent to lateſt Poſterity, and to reſtrain, by prope 
Laws, any flagitious' Attempts of Miniſters prompted by 
Ambition, or drove by Deſpair, who may at any time here- 
after etideavour+to undermine or attack them. Humanity 
and Generoſity particularly, call upon us, who are diſtin 
uiſhed by _ and Advantages peculiar to our- 

lves, to ſecure to the People that Liberty which they _— 
an _ Right to with us; a Blefling? the meaneſt Subject of 
this Kingdom ought ever to enjoy in common with che 
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Cheſter felt, Oxford and Mortimer, Montjiy, Hater. 
| Jam, Suffolk, Foley, Cobbani, Strafford, Barbar, 
| " Litchfield, - Boyle, Berkfbire, Coventry, Thantt, 
'  Gowers Winthelfta, Northampton. 
The Queſtion having been thus carried againſt committing 
thi: Bill, it was therefbre of courſe rejecte. 


On Thurſday the 15th of May the King came to the Houſe 
of Peers, and the .Corimons being ſent for, his Majeſty gave 
the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral public and private Bills, at 

cloſed the Seffion With a Speech, to be found in Chandler's 
Hiſt. Anno 8. George II. 1735. P. 101. n 
As the following State of the national Debt was laid hefore 
the Houſe of Lords this Seſſioms of Parliament, it may not 
be improper to inſert it 1 1 5 I i | 10 B - * ” Zo 
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